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INTERVIEWEE: Mrs. Susie Noel
INTERVIEWER: Dr. Alferdteen Harrison
DATE OF INTERVIEW: December 16, 1982
0.H. 82.0¢
32\57
Harrison: I am in the home of Mrs. Susie Noel, at 1037 West Pearl

Street. Today is December 16, 1982.

Mrs. Noel, I am going to ask you first of all to tell me
a little bit about yourself.

Noel: Well, I have been living here at this same address since
1922. 1 {irst.lived further up on Pearl, but 1've been
here in this spot since 1922. I had three children when
I moved to this address and I'm the mother of five now.

When I knew Dr. McCoy he was practicing, very Littlesl
heard of him politically. He was President of the NAACP
when times were critical-for any leader especially. I
would say he laid his life on the line when he was
President of the NAACP. He had a wife and a young baby,
I don't know how old it was, but it wasn't walking. At
the time they cshot in his house, the baby was asleep and
the bullet went right over the %aby's crib.

Harrison: Where was he living then?
s 2 .
Noel: Right down here on Besi Street, he hadn't built his new
Bgme then, when that happened. It wgs right down here on
Street between Pascagoula and . When he got to

be president of the NAACP is when the danger started with
anybody that was leading out with the NAACP.

Harrison: Do you have any idea what year that was?

Noel: It was back in the 50s, honey)I don't remember the year.
Harrison: That's good encuglii.

Noel: ‘ I do remember going to, I don't remember if it was Belzonig or

where, <when Gus Coats was shot up there, he was president
of the NAACP. Rev. Lee was just prior to that or before
that happened. We all loa%ed di to go up there to hear
Dr. McC speak. They were a meeting in this town, I think,
it was %géﬁﬂi??"We met in a hall there. The colored was
so scared up there they didn't come out,$o well but we had
a pretty good crowd. It was in a hall that the Negroes
used. The churches wouldn't let us come in for it. I do
remember the last words Dr. McCoy said in his speech, he
said, I can't think of the author of the saying but anyway
1'11 repeat the saying, he said, "Give me liberty or give
me death," that was the end of his speech. Now I know the
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Noel: author but I can't recall, but it was one of lawmakers
way back yonder. i

Harrison: Was it Patrick Henry?

Noel: Yes, I think so. Well, in the words of Patrick Henry
he saia, "I'll close by saying, give me liberty or give
me death.'" Of course, he resigned shortly after that

because it had caused so much worry in his home with the
wife and baby. He didn't seem like he worried much but

he couldn't afford to let his family suffer. I think

they shot in his house twic The NAACP had some watchers-
just stationed at night on Eégﬁk

Street. Between—the

Harrison: Do you know who any of these persons were that use to
watch homes?

Noel: We do_have g fellow, T have a fellow in memory, that
' we use to High, he put out a pamphlet and who

, supported this little pamphlety/ we never found out.

3/”5‘5 é'mmﬁmphlet he would talk about the dirty
§9£§§ doings of the Whites against the Negroes. He would say
anything he wanted to say. The last thing hegsaid in
his little pamphlet, he got punished for it, said in
his little pamphlet, wake up white women. I won't call
this name, but it was a house out west that catered to
white men and [gegro womeng -0 he said, wake up white
women ,the money you all ought &b have is being spent out
there at this house. Well, they said he was crazy so they
put him in jail. He had said everything he wanted to
about them and they hadn't bothered him, but when he said
that, they said he was crazy. He wasn't telling a story,
I can witness from being here a long time that that was
the record of that place out there. They put him in
Whitfield after he got out of jail. You remember the
story, I suppose, of him getting out of Whitfield. They
say he left there in a coffin. You don't have that in
print nowhere?

Harrison: (laughs) I don't. ©No not that I know of, sure don't.

Noel: They don't ever get things in school books that they had
like that. They kept him out there and he was a free man.
We wculd go out there and see him and he would talk alot.
Where he got his money from, we never found out. He was
alwavs paying his dues in the NAACP. It got.out in the
paper that High left the mental hospital in a coffin and
landed in Chicago. ;

S/
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Noel:

Harrison:

Noel:

Harrison:

Noel:

Harrison:

Noel:

Harrison:

Noel:

Harrison:

Oh, I see.

That was in the paper. That didii't seem reasonable to me
though. I never found out anymore about it, how he got
up there, but that was in the paper.

, "_' L i

No more than High. We just called himaHigh. Some of the
older people around might know. He was married and had
two sons. They usedto live here, after he and his wife
sepdrated. I don't know where they are now. That's about
all T remember about Dr. McCoy.

You don't know his real name?

I got something else. When Rev. Lee was shot up there, he

was a preacher, pastored here but he lived either in Belzonig

McCoy had done some dental work for Rev.
He was

or-HSrorta— Dr.

Lee and he went up there to identify the filling.
shot through the mouth.

Rev. Lee was?

Yes. One night the old sheriff caught him going home and
he rode by him in his car and shot him through the mouth.
Dr. McCoy went up there the time they were in court, of
course, you know you never win. Dr. McCoy knew it was
his fiiling, but they didn't let it be.

They said it was someone else's?

They said it was some other kind of filling. It wasn't
Dr. McCoy's let them tell it, but Dr. McCoy said it was
his, he remembered filling his teeth and what he used for
filling. That's about all I can tell you about Dr. McCoy,
but that's a lot. (laughs) Anybody lay their life on
the line, at those times it was dangerous.

When he ceased to be president of the NAACP what other
type community work was he involved in?

He was kind of a business man. He opened up a theatre
for us down on Lynch, Street, other than that I don't
remem¢gber politically, he was doing, no more than working
for the NAACP at all times,even when he had given up
presidentyhe was still paying his dues and keeping tab$
on what e members were doing.

Did he still come to the meetings?
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Well, he didn't come to many meetings, not in my presence.
He was always interested in pushing when he would get in
contact with other members, you know, and other colored
people trying to show them what road %o take, so to speak.
We were very proud of him.

Was he ever your doctor, your dentist?

No, he wasu't ever my dentist.

Do you know where he had his office?

On Farish Street.

Do you know if he had any other businesses down there, to
your knowledge?

Well, he should have owned some property down there but not
to my knowledge. He kept his office on Farish Street until
he retired.

Why did you go with him up to Wyaegz;;

I was a member of the NAACP and my husband was sick and

- died so to speak in the NAACP, and we both went up there,

just got a crowd to hear him speak. He was asked to do

a speech. Gus Coats' was president of the NAACP and he

was a cousin of my husband. That was later, I think, when
Gus Coats was shot in his store. They shot through the
window but they din't kill him. He was hospitalized in
Mount Bayou. After he was shot, it was known by the whites
at the hospital that he was shot. They called out there

wanting to know, where is Gus Coats, we heard he got shot,

bring hlm on down here‘\ye want to do something for him,

. italsaying—that. The colored
people knew in reason that they would finish him off, so
they grabbéd him and ran to Mount Bayou Hospital and that
is where he was operated on to get the bullet out. After
he left there he came and stayed with us until he was able
to travel.

He stayed in your home?

Yes, he and his wife both. He was first cousin to my
husband. He stayed with us until he was able to travel.
The NAACP always helped those, give them some funds to
travel round and make talks, you know.

What kind of speaker was Dr. McCoy?
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NOEL, Susie

Noel:

Harrison

Mhoel:

Harrison:

Noel:

Harrison:

Noel:

Well, I don't get out much to those kind of things.

I am talking about when you went up there to hear him
speak. I'm talking about speaker.

Oh, fine, just fine. What he was saying is just what we
wanted to hear. Yeg, he was talking on a subject we
wanted to hear. I wouldn't want to hear a better speaker,
on that subject. You can find alot of people that know
things about Dr. McCoy, but that's about all I know about
Dr. McCoy.

How about his wife, did she accompany him on these trips?

Well, by having a baby I don't remember her going with
him on these trips. It made her very upset when they
shot in the house, Bhe staved very close after that. I
have a bullet in mv window that I never told, never put
in the paper. I can show it to you when you go out.

Is the bullet still there?

(laughs) No the hole is. My husband had ideas that ﬂ@groes
were scared. When anything happen don't tell it, so we
never told it, pever put it in the paper. We weré:Sleeping
on this side and they shot through that side. I use to

take care of the Freedom Riders, sleep them and when they
get out of jail, sometimes my living room would look like

Ag/”/ffg:ZETmoreZEéé. I couldn't have no more than about two beds

Harrison:

Noel:

Harrison:
Noel:

Harrison:

empty and they would want to get out and get on clean clothes
and go home after they stay their time out. So they wanted
to get out of jail get on clean clothes and go home, then

it would be more coming in, I just kept a lot at all times.
If the weather was warm they would just sw@drm my proch,
trying to get out in the cool air. They knew in reason

what they were doing here at this place, that the reason

that they decided to give a shot to scare me.

Do you remember any of the Freedom Riders names?

I wish I could. I had some lovely, dedicated people.

Yes, I do, but they were from Hawaii. I got a letter

from him last Christmas and they sent me flowers. Two
came here that belonged to the NAACP, in Hawaii. X hear
from them every Christmas. They were two fine gentlemen.
Do you remember their names?

Yes, I got the names. Do you want me to go get the letter.

o

I guess that can wait.
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One couldn't talk English so good, but his buddy with

him could talk very good English. That's their address.

At that time they were wearing mome-'s. -
YWumat 4

This is Mr. and Mrs. Masamitakeuchi from Honolulu, Hawaii.

- [ . P s D
isn't that nice that they still, remember you? . b B
Wosami ot Peanl. Q<L&£0Cﬁwuliifnxaﬂwdh4) o,

Yes, it sure is. They sent me flowers once. They were

two nice fellows. I had a lot of nice fellows, but I don't
remenber names now. I had one young man that sent me, by
me walking so muchy,he sent me a timer. When I cook he

said this will teIl you when to look at your food. Set

it on ten or twenty minutes and it would ding, ding when

it got there. He said his daddy was a watch maker and he
sent me that back as a token. I had so many I dohremember.
They would tell me their names but I can't remember now.

Right, T understaud.

I remember these because they write me. I had one or two
ladies that #%é“gbod also, from California. Well that's
just about all the things I remember about Dr. McCoy. I
imagine somebody else could fill in.

Okay, but let me ask you some more questions about the
Farish Street Historic District, you know we are trying

to document that area. Can you recall when you first came
to Jackson, what Farish Street looked like?

Well, there wasn't as many buildings as they had in the
late years. There wasn't anything beautiful about it.
It was just almost looking like an alley.

;ﬁ"?o W)
This was in the 20s? )
on. B, M. 00, Br. Q.M - o, %ﬁ;}s’"’i

Yes. Dr. Baﬁges, Dr. McCoy, and another doctor was down
there. They,all dead now.

Would that be Redmond?

Yes, Redmond's Drug Store would be there. Dr. Redmond
and his drug store was there, he wasn't practicing when
we came here. They say when they had the epidemic of
Yellow Fever, that was when I was a girl, he was much
older than I am. [he whites were afraid of it because it
killed them faster than it did Negroes, and this was the
saying when we came to Jackson.

Was it 1922 when you came to Jackson?

1 came in 1920 but I came out here in 1922. Dr. Redmond
was still living, but retired from practicing. They sav

e



NOEL, Susie 7

Noel: he made alot of money because he treated white Yellow Fever
patients and Negroes. He made alot of money. They say
the white doctors were running from it, because it knocked
them out right now when they got the Vellow Fever. 1 was
a girl aud I was out in Holmes County, but 1 remember
hearing about. Dr. Redmond doing a lot of practicing on
with the Yellow Fever on whites and colored patients.
There might have been some more doctors, Dr. Christian.
So that's just about the picture.

Harrison: So they had doctors down there. Were there stores that
you visited, did you ever go down there? )

Noel: Oh yes, I went down there. Dr. Barnes was my dentist,
he fixed my teeth once. My son fixed this that I got years
later, way years later.

Harrison: Which son is this?

(>par
Noel: I have a son in Denver, that was a dentist when;E;;EBm and
I went out there to a family meeting. He fixed these for
me, that was about twenty years ago or thirty.

Harrison: They're still lasting?

Noel: Yes, still lasting. They don't make nothing now like they
did then. I eat everything on them, hard candy, bite corn
and everything. He has lost his health now, and he's not /
well. He's retired. You know, my other son is retired
also. My other son is the oldest of the three. The youngest
one and his wife stays here with me.

Harrison: That was she that 2nswered the phone?

Noel: Yes.

Harrison: She said, "I'm Mrs. Noel, I'm her daughter-in-law, you
probably want to speak to Mrs. Noel." What is your son's

name who lives here with you?

Noel: John C. Noel. He is in his 50s. He is my youngest child.
He not my little boy anymore like I use to have. My
oldest son is a medical doctor, he's retired. Both of
them have had heart-atacks, course A. J. had strokes that
put him so low.

Harrison: We were talking about the times you use to go to Farish
Street, you went down there to see your dentist.

S
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Yes, I went to see my dentist. There were some Jew’ stores
along then that sold old time things.

What stores were these?
Oh, I couldn't call the names.
What type of things did you buy there?

I brought furniture on Farish Street. It's on that corner
now, the name is.

Ferguson's?

Yes, Ferguson's. I bought those two chairs from Ferguson's
Store. I've had them gllong timeg I've even had them
upholstered in this so I wouldn't have to worrry about the
dirt. They were cloth, fabric stuff at first.

So you bought furniture down there, went to the dentist,
any other things you did on Farish Street, YWCA?

Yes, then we called it colored then. The YMCA was there,
I think, if not shortly after we moved.

The YMCA that was down on the end of Farish Street?
It wasn't on the end it was on the upper.

You're talking about the YWCA for young women, that
would be between Church Street and Hamilton Street.

Something like Ehat. You get some of these young ones’_
now they can tell you all about it. i

They weren't back there though. They shouldn't remember
anything (laughs). I guess they're not old enough. You
know, like do you remember any of the people who worked
in the Y when you went there?

Mrs. Betty Marino, her picture hangs on the wall there.

Jow what kind of person was Mrs. Marino, I've heard her
name alot?

Well, I don't anything more than she was heading the "Y' and
very active in it. She might have been the manager of it.
She was very helpful and her picture hangs as a memorial

to her in the "y',

Ao
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That's the Marino Branch YWCA. Where did she live, do

you know? :

SL&ILAULJ&W'@A0afP" <,
I-doalt-know-where-she-lived.¥ When T first got to Jackson

it was very few friends that I learned, by having children/

and not having money tc hire help, baby help I had to

do the baby keeping. I didn't get ouf‘much, didn't have

a car.

Did you ever go down there on Saturday nights?

No, I never went down on Saturday nights. Very little’
trading we would do unless it was a colored store. On
South Street we had a colored grocery store. We traded
there. My husband was very particular about where he
traded.

What was the name of that store on South Street? I don't
really know where South Street is.

STexe) P Hawnis,
@;gvzmt¢12L{/ ,) HL“47 ?bu??

It was a cooperatlve store more than one owned it.
Okay.

I can't think of the name of it. It isn't there now though.
I can see the picture of the people that owned it but I
can't call their name.

Did you ever visit any of the churches down there?
No, no more than Farish Street. I went there sometime.
Baptist church?

Yes, baptist. I soon joined the A.M.E. just because it
at my door. :

Is that Pearl Street A.M.E.?

Yes it is. We lived right there on Pearl Street near
Clifton. I never was wgzggfd up with denomination of
churches ngway. I was abut the same person in all of
them, I didn't see any use of changing.

The Smith Robertson School that is down in that area,
did you ever have cause to go there?

Smith Robertson, I think, that is the school they are
trying to preserve for a museum. I think it is on
Robertson Street. "I know some of the teachers that

taught Lherq 7x¢41, Balis,
XJ[E&Q L4nﬁaq//
}j auai Lo-aa)

fwrtw«d%
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Who were some of them?

Mrs. Verna Anderson, was one. I can't think of anymore.

I know her so well. She retired from there. She. is working
with them, trying to preserve it, Mha Aniva WAT woe ax
Where did your children go to school:

They went to Lanier. We had a high school eventually.

Did they go to grade school here.

Yes, they did.

Where did they go?

At Jim Hill.

Was that a Catholic School then?

Oh no.

It was always a public school?

When they got into high school they went to Lanier, then
they went to Alcorn. My daughter finished at Tougaloo,

and W§S£—¥;Lgiﬁia—%éeee~after,sheaégt marrie
Wed meﬂbmm4bf10hbvbuuﬂ%? U,

When you use to go to the dentist, how did you get down
there?

Walked. (laughs)

All the way down and back. Where was Dr. Barnes Office?
Was it on the corner of Farish Street and Capitol?

It wasn't on the corner. It was about middle of the block
after you leave Capitol. 1In those days we women could
walk, what you talking about. (laughs)

Just walk all over the place,

I was able to get a buggy for my last one. It was a
second-hand buggy and it was a beautiful buggy. I pushed
it down there in Kennington Store 1 wanted to run upstairs
to get something. I couldn't get the baby's buggy up there
handy. So.I said to myself, he'll be safe right here, he
was very fast. When I got back they were all looking at

my baby. When they saw me theyvy . (laughs) After some

i
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Noel: Years I said, what a foolish trick. They weren't
stealing babies then. I left my baby down there and ran
back upstairs. I think of that sometimes now and say
how foolish I was.

Harrison: We didn't have the dangers then that we do now.

Noel: No, we didn't have the dangers.

Harrison: Where was Kennington's located at that time?

Noel: Just before you get to the Post Office. You know what

corner that would be?

Harrison: That would be West Street and Capitol?

Noel: I think the Post Office is on Capitol.

Harrison: Oh, okay, that would be Lamar Street.

Noel: Emporium was on one side and Kennington's was on the other.
There's something else there now. I don't ever get down
there.

END OF SIDE ONE
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This is an interview with Mrs. Susie Noel in her home on

December 16, 1982,

Mrs. Noel, you were going to tell us about the Bleelssith
Shop.

Yes, we had twc friends there. One was M. E. Mosley and
one wasM. E. Bynum.

How ie that Bynum spelled?

B-Y-N-U-M, that is the way we use to spell it. He had two T

girls | : s Halamaw aud Trvcard, CIER a
w Doonvidde dud onelBey depts Lo BF. Rowrd

Where is the Blacksmith Shop?

The Blacksmith?

Shop.

I thought you said shoe shop.

Oh, these are shoe shops you are talking about?

Yes, ,this is a shoe shop. I thought you said shoe shop. I
don'tAabout a Blacksmith,

The Bynum's owned a shoe shop where?

North Farish.

Where these black folks?

Yes. Mosley's widow is still living. She Sures WXH*5‘;U’uﬁuI'944ﬁuymv'
h, did you ever buy shoes there?

He fixed them.

Oh, it was a shoe repair shop.

Yes, a repair shop. We got our shoes there. .

I was asking you about a Blacksmith shop. Now, someone had

told me that there was a blacksmith shop on the corner of

Church and Mill.

It could have been.,
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You never did know r~nything about that, right?
Yo. A blacksmith would sharpen what?

Horseshoes, shoe horces and stuff like that.

-

I bet they did years ago, maybe before I got here.
Well, some yocunger people have remembered seeing it there.

Well, Dr. Barnes was there, that is all I can remember at
the c¢orner of Farish. Dr. Barnes and Dr. Turner lived on
other corner, but he left and went to Indiana with his family.

Let's talk about some of the things like your feeling about
the Farish Street area and the Museum. When you think about
Farish Street, what kind of memories do you recall in your
mind?

You mean way back yonder?

Yes mam.

Just a bad looking street and a bad looking building.
Was it mestly black people £requent there?

Yes, mostly black poeple. I don't kruw whether you would
called them Jews or that would like to mix in there
stores and have these things we usually buy, like long john.
Isn't that what you call them, long john underwear? They

would have to go to those stores for that kind of stuff.
They didn't carry them in the white stores?

Not after they started coming up, they didn't. Those stores,
I imagine, wm#-down there now. I am not sure. They always
had cheaper goods.

Did any White folks ever live down there, that vou knew of?

Qk QAR AAT O
On Farsih Street? (¢ Rea.
Yinar 02 s

On Farish Street or close to Farish Street between Lamar and
Mill?

No, There use to be an old family living on Capitol Street
above Mill for a long time.

But usually,.that has been an all Black residential area
to your knowledge?

e B St neen/
ﬁb/AZE::::;Aquv e
Cin o o e
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Noels Oh yea, Farish Street has always been known . . .

Earrison: What about up there on Lamar Street in front of the Greenwood
Cementary going toward Farish Street?

Noel: All that has been Colored neighborhood, as far as I can
remember,
Harrison: Did you ever belong to a Masonic Lodge?
R -
Noel: My husband did. He was a 33rd, whatever you call it.
ey
Harrison: degree? Which group was he associated with?
Noel: I joined the Eastern Star, but I dropped out.
Harrison: Is that the group on Lynch Street now or the one on Mill Street?
Noel: We were first on Farish Street, the Eastern Star. Dr, Johnson®S

wife, I joined under her.

. 2 . 7
Harrison: Which Johnson is this? Q. *'?uid R, £ Brasii/
Lélw*-ﬁw M
Noel: * They both are passed, but I can t think of their name. 1

can see their picture, but I can't tell you their name./

They both have passed. He passed first, then she got married
again and went to Chicago, but she didn't live long. This
pink two story houseyas Dr. and Mrg, Johnson's home when

they lived here on Street, §ét¥3 two, two story nouseﬂ_
but the pink one is Dr. Johnson. They are buried here in

the cemeptary.

Harrison: The one on Lynch Stregt?

Noel: Yes, on Lynch Street.

Harrison: Right, in front of the Masonic Temple?

Noel: Yes.

Harriosn: Is that the Masonic Templé that your hu-band was associated

with, the one on Lynch Street?

Noel: Yes.,

Harrison: When you joined down there on Farish Street, where was the
office?

Noel: When I joined what?

Harriscn: When you joined the Eastern Star.

Noel: It was upstairs in a building.
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Is tke building still there?

I think so, unless they have torn it down since they have
gtarted o\ o e

Tearing things down. See, they had something called the
Palace Auditorium dowr. there now. It is a building dowm
there that has a King Hiram sign on it. I was just trying
te find out shat building this was. 0

‘ 4

I don't_mo anything about King Hiram. He might was a
Masonic man.

Seems like in the Kermit Holly building, that white department
store dén there, you don't know that?

No

That is on the corner of Griffith and Farish, you don't
remenber gf- that?

No. Now if my husband was living he could tell you every~-
thing because after he retired he stayed down thexe. He
would get up and get his breakfast and dress, he liked to
stand up and find people to talk to about the NAACP,

What kind of work did he do? .
He was a railroad postal clerk.,
What was his name?

Andrew J. Noel. A, J. Noel was the initial he used. After.
he retired he spent his days down there whenever he had a
chance to talk to somebody. It would either about voting

or the NAACP. Those are the two subjects that he tridd to
interest people in. He had it hard when he first got in
ﬂ*ig&iﬁﬁy§§;vice. He first got in the mail service before
the—war as™a sub and heg had it pretty tough. At that time
they weren't accustomygb a Negro as a railroad clerk. When
he--usually whatever came to his head came out of his mouth.
That is one thing, f£ighting or anything like that, he was
not afraid of that. He would hand them back what they hand
to him. He could beat them doing their work. They all called
him the 98 or 100 mail clerk. I think he would have lived
longer if he had not worked so hard. It took a lot of head
work to keep those mail and letters going to the right place.
75 was a passing and I said, '"Honey, why don't you come home
and go to work throwing those cards', you kaow, they had to
take a examination every so often., He said that they said
that I wasn't going to make it, but I am not going to let
that happen. I am going to make it. He was called the 93
or 100€h mail clerk.
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Made 987

98 or 100!&1 sometimes make a 10C. A funny thing happened,
I call it funny after I got over it, when he was running

to Natctez, there was one Post Offfice on the line and the
postraster there would make the porter grab up the letters
that he was suppose to wrap and put them in a box and bring
them to the mail car. He kept his habit of bringing them
loose and my husband would have a temper sometimes, .80 he
reported him and told him how it should be doney=tied up,

each package tied up and brought to the mailtruck. He

just figured he was a negro working on the train, only negro
working from here to Natchez, he didn't have to do that.
The colored porter brought a box of letters out to the
mailcar and set them in the door (laughs) and my husband
gave that box a kick and letters went into the weeds and
everywhere. The Lwgerwes o o wasn't going to wait

for anybody to pigk tHem up, so the tr fm just went on and
left those letters out in the weeds. They didn't report
him because they knew they were violating also, so that
postmaster didn't report it. That's one thing I laughed
about after the scare was over, I figured they would catch
him sometimes on his way passing through and get him. He
kicked that box out and letters went all out in the weeds.
The engineer's time was out so he pulled on off and left
them in the weeds. The postmaster had to send a fellow out
there to pick them up.and next time they were tied up.

So, there was nothing he could do if they weren't tied up.
No, he didn't report it.
Sounds like you all had a good life.

Yes, we did. I always thought that I would go first. He
was ten years older than I was. Children make.you work
hard, if you love your children. In those days when we got
married the war had just broke out and it wasn't any jobs.

My husband was subbing, so when we did get to Jackson, that's
where we wanted to get, but we first had to live in Meridian,
and in McComb. They had sent him on different lines, you
know, and we lived there so many months so he finally got

a white person tc cransfer with him, this white fellow
wanted to run to Natchez, New Orieans out of Natchez, out

of McComb. They transfered and that's the way we got to
Jackson, and we were so happy because he had said that he
didn't want his children raised down in McComb, becuase it's
a railroad town. You can remember back, it was always a
railroad town, and still kind of backwoods.

S
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When did your husband pass?

He passed in 607

19607

Yes, 1960.

You have a nice comfortable home here.

Yes, we Luilt this home, our son says it's too big though,
it makesso much work to keep it up. He and his wife keepg
it up.

It's stuko isn't it?

No, it's not stuko it's that siding on the outside, plaster
wall.

Oh, I see, plaster.

They don't use tkat now, but you know, this house is over
fifty years old.

Oh, really?
From 1922.

You all built it in 19227 - M. € :
O wea bl R @, ﬁi§*g% Qﬂ1¢cb&012?g} W @ Lle o

Yes. Radrusowe whe b Ko e LS i : Rere *
are G e Qoq,2211.470u,7h41z albouls

It's a nice house to have been built in 1922.

Well, material was good then. They tell me now you got your
carpenters in these new homes doing something every once
in awhile. The lumber bucks up, it's cheap.

Yes, this is sixty years then 1920 to 1980.

A
Well, that's how old it is, course it needs some fixing.
The porch needs another floor, I had a porch all the way
around, a side porch and a side entrance. The house we
moved out of didn't have but four rooms and during the
winter, I had three children, they would stand around the
stove to keep warm. I gaid iE we ever build a house, I
want a big kitchen, so?%zihildren will have a place to
stand around the stove and keep warm while I make the
biscuits and stuf?, (laughs), syrup, that's about all we

had to eat. )
L
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My children still loveg it.

The kitchen is as large as the living room is up there.
My son complaimé about too much room, too much cleaning.

It's nice and comfortable. Okay Mrs. Noel, I've enjoyed
my visit with you. Now, what I need to ask you is do you
mind us using the information you have given me on tape
for research purposes at Jackson State.

No, because everything I've said is just like what I said.
I remember, certain parts could have been more but I just
couldn't remember.

1 appreciate what you have given us. If there are other
questions I'11 call you again. If you think of something
you can phone us and let us know.

1}:&1:»-;‘ T5 Mot Bauwlheus,

éiu.%mu;& Sf—VMnQqu‘fsuAkh“q,ﬂ we've already signed that.
¢ I

Good,  we hope that will become a reality.

I think, the whites want to stick Stennis, there on the
corner of the building.

Well, we hope that they will decide, well this is what a \
black could have been and just allow that to be. The efforit
is being put to get it done.

M/



