PERVECSS RUk- o REEASSOH

For Immediate Release Contact: Greg Durden, Dir. Civil

Rights Officel, 305-985-4445

CIVIL RIGHTS OTFFICE BEGINS ROSLEWOOD COMPENSATLON EFFORTS

HOLLYWOOD, FLORIDA -- Greg Durden,Chicf of the Florida Attorney General's Civil
Rights O0ffice, has ennounced efforts to locate survivors of the 1923 Rosewood massacre
in order to determine whao will get a share of $1,5 million in compensation for the
racial violence that destroyed the Black community that was once B prosperous séttlement
in Levy County.

"The Office of Civil Rights is trying to develop a claims prpcess that is as
simple as possible, while at the same time ensuring claimants recfeve just compensation,"
Durden said, "It is this office’s hopc that the Rosewood Bill will restore some
measure of dignity to tha victims of the incident,"

African-American families who can demonstrate real and personal property damages
resulting from the destruction of Roscwood, or any African—American resiaent from
Rosewood who was living on May 5, 1994, and who was present and affected by the
violence that took place at Rosewnod, and was cvacuated tha week of January 1, 1923,
may file a claim for compensation with the Office of the Attorney| General. All claims
muct be submltted by December 31, 1994. Failurc to comply with the December 31,

1994 deadline shall preclude eligible individuals from receiving compensation.

All claims must be made by mailing your full legal name, social security number,
datc of birth, currcnt address, and phonc number to the attention| of; Cregory Durden,
Chief of Civil Rights, Office of the Attorney General, 400 Hollywood Boulevard,

fulre 505 South, Hollywood, Tlorida 33021, Glaimants are advised that proof of eligihility

and proof of the extent of their damages will be requested and re

date. Final eligibility will he determined by the office of the A

in accordance with Committee Substitute for TFlerida llouse BI11 59
perconc who willingly submit a claim that they know to be false o
fraudulent documents in furtherance of thelr claim in an attempt

he proseccuted and may be subject to fines and/or a period of impt

On the first day of 1923, a group of white racilsts went on v

after they failed to locate a Black man accused of assaulting a w

whites burned virtually every home and business owned by Blacks t
the Black neighborhood located about nine miles from Cedar Key.
At least six Blacks and two whitc persons were killed,
The c¢laims law passed by the legislaturc provides for a §$l.5
pay up te $150,000 each to survivors of Rosewood and $500,000 to

who lost property and $100,000 a year for college scholarships fo

descendants and other members of minority groups.
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CIVIL RIGHTS OFFICE BEGINS ROSEWOOD COMPENSATION EFFORTS

HOLLYWOOD FLORIDA -~ Greg Durden,Chiecf of the Florida Attorhey Géneral's Civil
Rights Office, has announced efforts to locate survivors of the 1923 Rosewood ﬁassacrc
in order to determine who will get a share of $1,5 million in compensation for the
racial vio1enCe that destroycd the Black community that was once h prosperous séttlement
‘in Levy County. :

"The Office of Civil Rights is trying to develop a claims praéess that is as
simple as possible, while at the same time ensuring claimants recieve just compensation,"
Durden said, "It is this office's hope that the Rosewood Bill will restore some
- measure of dignity to tha victima of the incident," '

African—-American families who can demonstrate real and personal property damages

resulting from the destruction of Roscwood, or any African—Americhn resident from
Rosewood who was living on May 5, 1994, and who was present and affected by the
violence that took place at Rosewnod, and was evacuated tha week pof January 1, 1923,
may file a claim for compensation with the Office of the Attorney| General. All claims
muct be submitted by December 31, 1994, Failurc to comply with the Dccember 31,
1994 deadline shall preclude eligible individuals from receiving compensation.
All c¢claims must be made by mailing your full legal name, sochal security number,
datc of birth, current address, and phone number to the attention|of: Cregory Durden,
Chief of Civil Rights, Office of the Attorney General, 400 Hollywood Boulevard,
Suite 505 South, Hollywood, Tlorida 33021. 01aim5nts are advised that proof of eligibhility
‘and. proof of the extent of their damages will be requested and reguired at a later
date. Final eligibility will bhe determined by the office of the Attorney General -
in accordance with Committee Substitute for Florida Jlouse BI11l 59). Any person or
perconc who willingly submit a claim that they know to be false or who prepares
fraudulent documents in furtherance of their claim in an attempt ro defraud will
he prosecented nﬁd may be subjcet to fines and/or a period of imprisonment.
On the first day of 1923, a group of white racists went on violent rampage
after they failed to locate a Black man accused of assaulting a white woman. The
whites burncd virtually every home and bueincss owned by Blacks tp the ground in
the Black neighborhood located about nine miles from Cedar Key.
At lcast six Blacks and two white persons were killed,
The c¢laims law passed by the legislaturc provides for a $1.5/million fund to
ray up ta $150,000 each to survivors of Rosewood and $500,000 to reimburse families
who lost property and $100,000 a year for college scholarships foy Rosewood family

descendants and other members of minority groups.
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Rosewood 2-2-2-2

Persons identificd by Arnett Doctor, Chairman of the Rosewood Advisory Committec,
who deserve compensation include Minuie Lee Langley, age 80, Arnett Goins, 80, Wilson
Hall, 79, and Willie Evans, 86. Thers are at least four others who survived Rosewooud
and who are still living.

"Though racognition of the victims of Roscwood and compensation has been a
Tong time coming, thc 'Rosewood Family' can now see the light at|the cnd of the
tunnel", Durden cxplained. "We intend to make the resolution of this bill a top
priotity.”

The Office of Civil Rights in the Artorney General's Office|assists and coordinates

with other agencies the development of programs to effectively process all actions

prosecuted ubder federal or atate statutes pertaining to claims of employment discrimination

or violations of individual civil rights which will assure that justice s timely
.achieved both for agencies' employees and claimante. : |

The Civil Rights Office can bring civil or administrative actions for damages,
and for injunctive or other appropriate relief for violation of the rights so secured,
Such actions are to be brought in the name of the state and may be brought on behalf
of the injured person.

All residents of Florida who believe that they have been a victim of civil
rights violations are cncouraged to contact the 0ffice of Civil Rights in the Florida
Attorney General's Office at 305-985-4445,

# 4 # 48




"Rosewood 2-2-2-2 . ’ ' e

Pergons identified by Arnett Doctor, Chairman of the Rosewohd Advisory Committeec,
who deserve compensation include Minnie Lee Langley, age 80, Arnett Goins, 80, Wilson
Hall, 79, and Willie Evans, 86. Thera are at least four others who survived Rosewood
and who are still living. : :

"Though racognition of the vietims of Roscwood and cémpensa}ion has been a
Tong time coming, thc 'Rosewood Family' can now see the light at|the cnd of the
tunnel", Durden cxplained. ™We intend to make the resolution of this bill a top
priority." ‘

The Office of Civil Rights in the Attorney General's Office|assists and coordinates

with other agencies the development of programs to effectively process all actions

prosecuted ubder fedcral or atate statutes pertaining to claims ?f employment discriminatior
or vioclations of imdividual civil rights which will assure that justice is timely
.achicved both for agencies' employees and claimants. : ;

The Civil Rights Office can bring civil or administrative attions for damages,
and for injunctive or other appropriate relief for violation of the rights so secured.
Such actions are to be brought in the name of the state and may be brought on behalf
of the injured person.

All residents of Florida who believe that they have been a victim of civil
rights violations are cncouraged to contact the Office of Civil Iights in the Florida

Attorney General's Office at 305-985-4445,
## & & &




LC?’)V\R Ccr(/..,/ (6-’—/(@/ :

S Taiemenh

Sg&lﬁg{_ ?-osr’,wm:f M\ A ssacee o £ /6 /‘?3

OA! OR  Abouwt ~thE ﬁéo(z{_cfgwlé,___(__ ‘[icwmg

w('CLﬂzwA) Caee’ee s sweor Hhak THSs  Stedert
 J= ilear s Jle Lol o ‘- J_K%GNZEX{OE -

a. fmc //22,1 Pl ?osfwoaf L/ S

1l A/A{SS w%g Qawﬁ,eﬁm{zc( mu/eciéz Az d

dEsdoycLianl Qf SOWR PEACE YL Tawx\/
/BtCﬁUSL S /I 2E bey . [Hks, 7L»az</4//£? /o,Z

Accusiug /L black i of ﬁﬂp(j fa&&/_.____

fE ‘Q[J/wéz "Dopo&«m/o»d G:So.ouzﬁe Axd |
SR Sofiec»qxztf CGGA)‘Z_&SM__CAMJ{ e Al <5/\/

OUR _~PEACEL i osEZugad éamwoxuf%/ ,S;QCA?/;.
ﬂmi\bA/COmmW £ ad ﬁ?(a{ﬂo/c/ #O/o/ ¢S %,4274

Fhey had scty Tage ke man QuesTatees

Lngé;e Lol lee aol @ sud _of AL bﬂck

deop B beEcase S%hks{{&@ama:@

REFused o Alen) Wh™E yreal to serech
e Caeeice ’E@:m:SLs \(—hé’u VawrEd “,:Q

R<Tapal ﬂzoi___hu@z& \mm odtf: Vichend Fhcy

U“e;LOPﬂ.&EcL \M/an wﬁwk HﬂQQl\J Cne(ao%& Qo

%\L_&S\L‘EK\L)Q ‘SURK%_M&.‘%Q}; wu-s\(z,ai

dé__cL_.bﬂfux Ensusd ped Qous:as &eﬁpce
QﬂQt‘PrErl \Ulo_ el tante ~Le Lé)Qg_{g?S_&Shg!ZQ

L) g:iv\m[lu m-.ﬂ_(_KuL*EQ_G«Q rusgille - B wAS
Qlmast (o&gu.\ NEhes  did euhEn ~hAis e

460 K 'E\

Gawi€ <Aguice X

Wi Barss: Aevetl jcczsﬂ %/T/ /:%

Wilauess ¢ Luqu/clfﬂ Cuaens! @g@%ﬁ%‘@,m
w, Lo e Z/(Z,zs&,\l e




From the Desk of...

GUY DAVID ROBINSON
Assistant Attorney General

ROBERT A. BUTTERWORTH
Attorney General
State of F lorida
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From the Desk of...

GUY DAVID ROBINSON
Assistant Attorney General

ROBERT A. BUTTERWORTH
Attorney General
State of F lorida
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3.+ B Like Judgment Dey: The Ruin snd
i1 1 Redemption of a Town Called Rosewood, .
1 - Michael D' Orso. Grosset/Putnam, 373 pages.
g : $27.50.

The trouble began
1 on'New Year’s Day

Taylor threw open
the  door of her
four-room  house in
Sumner and ran out
into the bitter North
Florida cold. Tay-
lor, whose husband

 MARGARIA
 FICHTNER

y

nearby sawmill, was
hysterical, her face
pulpy with tears and
blood. A crowd

gathered as rumors flared: A woman

attacked! /A black escapee from a road
... .gang! Soon, bloodhounds were racing
Jij-iup the gravel railbed toward'the neéarby
.+ black village of Rosewood, their yelps
mingling with the staccato shouts of
ang'{y whites: “Kill him! Kill the nig-
er

ol R D BT Lk o'l i
[ 5 0d0 5 it Children who had just stepped out

. 1o play were pulled inside,” Michael
D’'Orso writes in Like Judgment Day,
his absorbing new account of the inci- '
dent and its long, painful aftermath.
“‘Doors were locked. Curtains drawn.
Those old enough to peek outside saw a

¢+ parade of white men surging past, some
+ wearing' Stetsons, others bareheaded,

most. brandishing longarms — rifles
and shotguns, battered and beaten from
years of use. But some of the weapons

| were .new, gleaming, grabbed off store

» . shelves and torn fresh from their wrap-

:{ -, pers just that morning.”!
Eight victims forg
45N The terror would last a week. Whend it
|+, ended, by rope; gunfire and flames, at
! least] eight people. —  six"'innocent
.. blacks, including two women, and two
- of their white attackers — would be
. ‘dead. Rosewood, with its 30 homes,
(4. three churches, general store; school
‘'« and Masonic lodge, would be burned
‘and - deserted, . its surviving residents
cattered like seeds on a'brisk wind.
In the long, sorry history of race rela-
‘i tions. in‘the small towns of the Deep
South, a bitter litany of beatings, rapes,
lynchings, = cross-burnings, Klan
- 'marches and wholesale economic and
.. isocial ; subjugation, the massacre at
‘.:Rosewood 'is particularly galling. A
. town destroyed, people killed, their sur-
i vivors robbed of their property and a
way of life vanished forever. All of it

£

A

~1923 ‘when Fannie

was at work at the

hushed up. No one punished. No one
even charged. That is not supposed to
‘happen in the United States, but it did.
The shame and silence of it would last
seven decades.

Then, in the early 1980s, a St. Peters-

"burg’ Times reporter named Gary

Moore stumbled across the story. In
‘1983, Ed Bradley brought a 60 Minutes
camera crew to the massacre site. A
decade later, The Herald's Tropic mag-
azine ran an update by Moore. Some of
the Rosewood survivors surfaced and
began to hold reunions. And Arnett
Doctor — a janitorial contractor whose
mother had escaped from the house in
which her grandmother and uncle were
shot to death — launched an obsessive
one-man investigation rooted in his
gnawing conviction that “These people
were owed. . ... Somebody needed to

.

pay

Wty Finally: in-1994;:somebody did.

Compensation package

That spring, the Florida Legislature

passed a $2 million compensation pack-
age for Rosewood's survivors and their
families. And now, with his no-holds-
barred new book, D’Orso, a reporter
with The Virginian-Pilot in Norfolk,
Va,, captures the whole saga — from
the savvy idealism of the survivors’ pro
bono lawyer to the political wrangles
.surrounding the compensation legisla-
tion, from the bitterness of Doctor’s
mother, Philomena, to the nostalgic
acceptance of her fellow survivor, Wil-
son Hall.
“*What

couldldo

{ withanger?”
Hall asks

=4 D’Orso.

{ *“Where

i could I put it?

...And my

1 mama

explained to

{ me early that |

i 1didn’t have

just pushed the bad part to the side. Not

' to where I ever forgot about it, but to
where it didn’t worry me.”

" D’Orso strings his narrative out in 35
episodic chapters. Some are profiles of
the story’s principals; others focus on
history, -the details of the unfolding
compensation case and the predictable
squabbles it incited among the survi-
vors and their descendants. South Flo-

JOSE PACHECO SILVA / Herald Staff

Florida’s saga of hatred . . .

ridians will find the chapters on the
roles played by former state Rep.
Miguel - De' Grandy ‘and ‘promoter
Michael O’'McCarthy of regional inter-
est.

Survivor’s riveting story

In fact, many passagés here are more
than merely interesting. The testimony
of survivor Minnie Lee Langley (who
died in December after D’Orso’s book
had gone to press) is riveting in its
understatement, as is that of Ernest
Parham, a white eyewitness to the mas-
sacre’s first fatal shooting, that of Sam
Carter, whom the Sumner mob had sus-
pected of harboring the fugitive
escapee. Moreover, D'Orso possesses a
good sense of what it was like to grow
up poor in North Florida in the 1930s
and is blessed with a sharp eye for
descriptive detail:

“Route 24is ... two lanes of lonely
asphalt slicing straight as a razor into
thick hardwood hammocks and marshy
swampland, past scattered patches of
scrub pines and palmettos and bare
stretches of briars and weeds, not a soul
in-sight save for a smattering of tin-
roofed shacks and tree-shaded trailers,
rickety roadside stands selling smoked
mullet, and rottin% outdoor tables
stacked with sacks of boiled peanuts.

“Traffic is sparse.”

Occasionally, however, D'Orso sets
our teeth on edge. Perhaps more judi-
cious editing would have saved him,
and us, from the reference to St. Peters-
burg’s ‘*‘sweltering South Florida
nights,” the occasional ‘grammatical
gaff (**. .. though he wasn’t the type to
get as upset as her”) and the inapt
choice of a dance metaphor to describe
relations between poor Southern blacks
and whites (“Some partners are clumsy,
some are smooth, toes get stepped
on..."). Most irritating, though, 'is
D’Orso’s habit of referring to the Rose-
wood survivors and their descendants
by their first names, an inexplicable,
paternalistic liberty he spares the black
North Florida legislator Al Lawson and
virtually all the Anglo men in the book
but also freely extendg to a powerhouse
white female lawyer, a respected black
female historian and a white woman
whose family rescued some of Rose-
wood’s blacks. A48

Such quibbles aside, Like Judgment

- Day does stand as a powerful record of

one of the most grievous chapters in
Florida's history, and the book’s eerie
epilogue will make you wonder if the
story is really over after all.
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Rosewood survwors get payments
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TALLAHASSEE - (AP) — Elderly Sirss

~-vivors of.a.mob.attack that wiped out a

black community in 1923 started getting™ -

" checks Wednesday for $50,000 each as the

state expedited payments under a $2 mil--
lion compensation package.— CEL Ry

State officials approved early payments
for Rosewood massacre survivors who tes-
tified this year that they fled as children
from a deadly white mob that rampaged
through the community near Gainesville.

Payments under a claims bill passed by
lawmakers were supposed to start in early
1995, but officials and survivor advocates
feared some victims mnght die w:thout get-
.ting a check.

The Legislature awarded $1 50,000 each
to Minnie Lee Langley, 81, Arnett Goins,
80, Wilson Hall, 79, and Willie Evans, 86,
after they proved they were present durmg
the racial violence.

They will get the balance next year.

Arnett Doctor, chairman of the Rose-
wood Family Advisory Council, presented
one of the first checks in Orlando Wednes-
day to Evans, who is bhnd and has diabe-

<= les:

it

| —

‘I .50 thankful for-this-
check. I'didn’t ever think

_we’d ever get anything for . .

WILLIE EVANS,

Rosewood massacre survivor

.fpersuaded them to talk about 1t recent‘
- y€arse———

“I'm so thankful for this check,” Evans
said, rubbing the paper in his hand. *I
didn’t ever think we’d ever get anything for

On New Year’s Day: 1923, a group of
whites went on a-rampage after an unsuc-
cessful search for a black man accused of
assaulting a white woman.

A posse turned into a mob that burned
almost every structure in the community of
about 120 residents nine miles east of
Cedar Key.

At least six blacks and two whites died.

" While the massacre was widely reported
at the time, it was an overlooked part of

- Florida history until relatives of survivors

| ot

armay

~ Greg Durden,-head-of the attomey gen--
eral’s civil nghts office, and assistant attor:;
ney general-Guy Davxd Robinson sought
the expedited partial payments. - sgferr

. “The attorney general deserves an enor—
‘mous amount -of credit,” said Steve Han-*
lon, an attorney for Rosewood S SUrvivors.
“They have donea very thorough and very
responsible job.”

. The claims bill provides compensation
for people who fled the violence and
descendants of black families who lost their
property. Survivors with verifiable
accounts- are- eligible_ for up to $150 000
each.

" Doctor said he is asking the state to,
expedlte payments to four others in their
70s or 80s who did not testify but said they
also fled the violence.

State officials estimated up to 10 people
would apply as survivors, but about 30 peo-
ple who applied. The number is being
reduced as officials verify their eligibility,
Robinson sald

Ros.ewood survivors
begin getting checks

. TALLAHASSEE — Elderly
survivors of a mob attack that
wiped out a black community in
1923 began receiving checks on
Wednesday as the state expedited
payments under a $2 million
compensation package.

_ State officials approved early
payments for Rosewood survi-
vors who testified this year that
they fled as children from a gang
that rampaged through the com-
munity near Gainesville.

.The Legislature issued $50, 000 =
checks to Minnie Lee Langley, 81;
Arnett Goins, 80; Wilson Hall, 79,
and Willie Evans 86. Each was
awarded a total of $150,000 and
will receive the balance in 1995.
AT _ X 4° 2 o
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A MEASURE OF JUSTICE

For survivors of the Rosewood massacre, it's payback time—72 years late

ORE THAN SEVEN DECADES HAVE
M passed, and still Robie Mortin

sees vividly her idyllic memory of
Rosewood, Fla., the thriving, almost en-
tirely black village where she spent the
first seven years of her life. “Rosewood
was a town where everyone’s house was
painted,” recalls Mortin, who was born
Robie Allenetta Robinson 79 years ago.
“There were roses everywhere you
walked. Lovely. Lovely.”

Many Rosewood men, like Robie’s fa-
ther, Nathan Robinson, worked at the
Cummer sawmill in nearby Sumner.
The women often served as domestics.
And all lived in apparent harmony with
the whites in the surrounding communi-
ties. “Everything around me,” Mortin
remembers, “was happy.”

That illusion was shattered forever in
early January 1923, when for a full week
it rained hell on Rosewood. Like medi-
eval hordes, an army of white vigilantes,
some from as far away as Georgia, sav-
aged the town of about 120 in a frenzy of
arson and murder. “They killed every-
body they ran across,” says Mortin.
“They even made my uncle James
Carrier dig his own grave with one
hand—he’d had a stroke and one side
was completely gone—and then they
shot him in it.”

In the end, at least eight were dead,
and Rosewood was reduced to ashes.
For 70 years, Florida tried to pretend
the town never existed. But last May, in
what might fairly be called a delayed re-
action, the state legislature passed a bill
awarding more than $2 million in com-
pensation to the nine survivors of the
massacre—Robie Mortin among
them—and to the descendants of the
victims. It marked the first time in U.S.
history that a state has compensated cit-
izens for the inadequacy with which it
defended them. ‘““Had this been a white
community,” says Steve Hanlon, the at-
torney who led a two-year fight for the
suit, “the state would have used all its
police power. You can’t condition police
protection on race, which is what hap-
pened here.”

The Rosewood massacre was sparked
by a report of what was then the ulti-
mate breach of racial etiquette. On
Jan. 1, 1923, 22-year-old Frances Taylor,

Photographs by Ann States/Saba

a white Sumner housewife, had burst
from her house visibly bruised and
screaming that a black man had broken
in and assaulted her while her husband
was at work at the Cummer mill. But
Mortin, recounting eyewitness testimo-
ny from her aunt, a laundress who
worked for Taylor, tells it a different
way: “They saw the man come out. And
he was not a black man.”

The truth, whatever it may have
been, mattered little. The prevailing
theory was that Taylor had been at-
tacked by Jesse Hunter, an escaped
black convict, who became the focus of
an intense search. Led by Sheriff Robert
Walker and a pack of bloodhounds, a
posse of white men, many of them work-
ers at the sawmill, followed Hunter’s
scent to Rosewood but failed to find him.
It was the following day, Mortin says,
that her father heard a vigilante plot
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hatched at the mill. “The word was,
‘We’re going down there and wipe out
those niggers in Rosewood,” ” she
remembers.

A widower, Nathan Robinson had
passed off Robie to be raised by her
grandmother Polly Carter and her aunt
and uncle Katie and Sam Carter. Her
two sisters, Sebie and Easter, lived in
Chiefland, 40 miles away. But when the
violence began to erupt, Robie and Sebie
were visiting their father in Rosewood.
And as soon as he could—just as the
town was exploding in bloodshed—Ro-
binson came home to put them on a train
to Chiefland.

On the way to the depot, her father
made a crucial decision: he took an al-
ternate route, skirting the center of
town. “If Papa had took us through
there, we would’ve been dead,” Mortin
says, though she adds, “I wasn't really

“How cruel can you
be?” asks Robie
Mortin (right), re-
calling the destruc-
tion of Rosewood
(above). Attorney
Steve Hanlon (be-
low right, with col-
league Martha Bar-
nett) helped win
compensation.







ing law firms, he heard the story of the
massacre from a casual acquaintance and
took up the case on a pro bono basis.
Working closely with him was fellow
partner Martha Barnett, 47, who has an
unusual link to her clients. Her father
was the company physician at a Cummer
sawmill in Lacoochee, where many dis-
placed victims worked after the massa-
cre. “My father’s name is on many death
certificates in our Rosewood file,” she
says. “I grew up with the children of
many survivors.”

Once the legal machinery was set in
motion, Robie Mortin set about staking
her claim, with help from Richard Ryles,
32, a local attorney. Ryles was skeptical
of her chances because of some senti-

ment against the bill. Fearing a flood of
similar cases out of Florida’s turbulent
racial history, opponents resisted offer-
ing compensation. “I never in my wildest
dreams,” he says, “believed Mrs. Mortin
would see a dime.”

She has seen $50,000 thus far, with the
balance—another $100,000—due this
month. “Vera, the lady at the bank, is af-
ter me to go shopping,” she says. “She
said, ‘Miz Mortin, do something for your-
self.” I can’t think of but one thing I want
to do. I would like to go to Greece.”

Mortin’s other indulgence will be to
forsake the weekly paycheck she now
earns as a nurse’s aide for housebound
invalids. “Even if I do anything for my
lady [her current patient is an 82-year-

old amputee],” she vows, “I'm going to
do it for free.” Indeed, Mortin’s first act
as a woman of means was to volunteer
eight hours a week of her time to Con-
nor’s Nursery, a community project for
babies born to drug-addicted mothers.
Trim and serene, with an easy dignity,
Mortin is astonishingly forgiving about
her childhood horror. “I knew that some-
thing went very wrong in my life because
it took a lot away from me,” she says.
“But I wasn't angry or anything.” And
yet it is clear that she will always carry
Rosewood with her, that it will never
leave her. “It was,” she says simply,
“home.”
= RICHARD JEROME
u DON SIDER in Riviera Beach
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frightened, because he didn’t tell us
anything.”

What her father didn’t confide but Ro-
bie soon learned was that her beloved
uncle Sam had been murdered by the
mob. Mortin’s grandmother was luckier.
With gunfire piercing the cold midnight
air, 69-year-old Polly Carter escaped on
foot through the woods. Later, hiding un-
der bags of mail, she was driven by a
friendly white postman to Chiefland.

For reasons he never divulged, Na-
than Robinson didn’t leave Roseland
with his daughters. “I don’t know where
my daddy went,” Mortin says. “We
didn’t know whether he was living or
dead.” He resurfaced two years later,

<( “} am a Rose-
wood survivor,”
Mortin teld lawyer
Richard Ryles (with
his client). “Prove
it,” he said—and
she did, by telling
her story and recon-
structing her family
tree.

>» Mortin cele-
brates at home
with some of her
five children and
their children and
grandchildren.

however, and lived until his death in 1930
with Robie and the rest of the family in
Riviera Beach, a predominantly black
community on the edge of West Palm
Beach where Mortin still resides in a
modest rented house.

Twice married and a widow since
1990, Robie Mortin has three daughters
and two sons, ranging in age from 64 to
36. All her adult life she has worked,
usually in domestic service and often
for the moneyed families of Palm
Beach. For a dozen years, she was em-
ployed by the glamorous Pulitzers, first
as a laundress and eventually as super-
visor of their mansion. And all the while
she observed a family edict set down by

[
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A This house, which is all that remains of Rosewood, was a white-owned shop in 1923.

her grandmother: Never speak of the
Rosewood massacre. “She felt like
maybe if somebody knew where we
came from, they might come at us,”
Mortin says of Polly's directive.

Apparently the state of Florida took its
own vow of silence on the Rosewood in-
cident. After some initial press coverage,
the massacre disappeared from public
consciousness for almost 60 years
—until a lengthy 1982 article in the
St. Petersburg Times, followed the next
year by a segment on 60 Minutes. Still
the state showed no interest in rehash-
ing the tragedy.

It took Steve Hanlon to grease the ju-
dicial wheels. A 53-year-old partner at
Holland & Knight, one of Florida’s lead-
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‘Rosewood’ author will be in Lake Helen

0 An exception was made to invite
the out-of-state author to the fair
‘beceuse his book’s subject is “hot.”

By Dizane Copalon

SENTIVEL, QORA ERPONORIT
eim R RNV U S S I S T

LAKE HELEN — For years, no one talked about
Rosewood, the small hlack community on Flarida's
t;él’t coaaf that was destroyed by racial violence in

All that has changed slnce nine survivors of the
town and their descendants won claims against the
sMate in 1994 and so0ld the rights to thelr story to
Warmner Broa,

A $40 million movie Hitled Rosewcood is in pro-
duetion under the direction of John Singleton av
locations in east Lake County. A book an

Rosewood wus released by G.P.
;ubmam'a Bons in New York on

eb, 6,

Michael D'Orso's book, Like
Judgment Day: The Ruin and
Redemption of o Toum Called
Rosawood, is a Florida story
from wtart to finlsh,

For that reason, 2ponsors of
the March ¢ book falr in Lake
Healen invited D'Orso to the
shml

The show iz limited to Flor-
ida authars, but organizer Brenda Hagg maid she
:g;nted D'Orso becausy his subject is “hot™ in Flon

now.

D'Orso, 42, jokes about his Florida connectlons,

Bam in Portsmotith, Va., near the Navy hase
where hit father was a submarine officer, the au-

Piease ses AUTHOR, K-8

D'Orso

Writer tells story of Rosewood in layers

LU‘I’HOB from K-1
‘sald hig famlly moved every

m‘
“Iyli'\-'cd in Key West a couple of
dusing my childhood, 10 1
s Ploridian for a whils,” he

! A graduate of the » of Wil-
iam and Mary in newby Williams-
wrg, D’Orso has bean writing fea-
ures for the Virginian Pliot since
‘384 and has won numerous
rwards for them. He also has been
rominated for Pulitser prizes for

xoeptional writing.

His first book, Somevset Home
ing, was co.authored with
orth Carolira alave biatorian
Redford. He credits that
's succuss with his being ac-

by Rosewood family mem.
*s A8 “q:e right man to write

story.
‘"That (first] book, the explors-
oh of black culture sand black
, was very much along the
;um lines, mdpv:hen lomﬁ o{!:he
10 opic ' ey
Lon S Y ek

D'Oreo began working on the
Roaewood story in April 1084, a
fuew days after the Florida Legisla-
twre approved the payments to the
survivors and descendants,

He made several trips to Flor-
{da, meeting with survivess, fam-
ily members, lawyers, legislatora,
historlang and almost anyome he
could find who had some connee-
tion to the story. He interviewed
more then 100 people and careful-
ly documented everything he
learned from them in the book.
He finished writing the text In
Inte 1985,

D'Orso said he didn't know
much about the movie and hadn't
woen the seript writters by Holly-
I:od screenwriter Gregory Poir

“From what I've heard, the film
covers just the week of the attack
on the town,' he said, “In my
book, that is literally just the
ptoln!ue. then the atory be-

D'Orso said his bock is layered
with several stories:
“First, thare's the acoount of the
atteck, Then there's the story of
what happened in the ensuing

1"‘ - ‘
i T
[ Y

T IR T
Michas! D'Oreo began wurking
on hig bock in Apri{ 1994.

century to the people who survived
and werw ecattered ... their lives
and how they were lived.

“Part three iy the story of the
coming back together of those
scattered families, 8 very involved

haif and pninful_ procesz for many of

them. Then, the behind-th
scenes look st their decidion.
file the clalm against the stata, §
iowed by the legisiative jours
the Rosswood family cialm tosk
Trilghasses.

lymmny, tlun is t&e significu

ing played cut after the bill w
passed, not just in teftos of &
farnilies, but of ¢varyone [lawyw
legialators, participants] invely
in this.” .

Initially, D'Orao said, the mi
{important goal in researching {
book was to get out and apx
time with the survivers, -

“These are elderly people ne
ing the end of their lives &
whaen they die, thay take theif ¢
ries with them ... stories &
memaries that form the basic a
very seantily documented expx
ence In American history.”

D'Orso iz scheduled to al
copiek of his bock at the Flof
Authors Book Fair from 9 am. 4
pavy, Mareh 1. Later that day, I
to participate in a discuss)
about films ot the Caffs da Vi
in DeLand, beginning at 7:30 pJ




New book
chronicles
Rosewood
‘tragedy

By ADAM YEOMANS
Associated Press

TALLAHASSEE — Like maQst
people, Michael D’Orso had
never heard of the black town of
Rosewood that disappeared in a
swirl of racial fury more than 70
years ago.

But as the efforts of a few
elderly survivors to gct compen-
sation from the state of Florida
attracted national attention two
years ago. D'Orso knew it was a
story he wanted to write,

“There were many incidents
like Rosewood all across the
country  during  this time."
D’Orso said. “This was the
lynching era in America.™

The destruction of Rosewood
was “the only incident of this
scope that received almost no
attention in the history books.™
he said. “For more than half a
century, it was as if it never hap-
pened.”

D’Orso’s new book — Like
Judgment Day: The Ruin and
Redemption Of 4 Town Called
Rosewood — detaijls the destruc-
tion of Rosewood, why the vic-
tims stayed silent for decades,
the legislative battle 1o compen-
sate the survivors, and how the
search for justice affected family
members and descendants,

* The 362-page book. published
by Grosset/Putnam. will  be
released today.

D’Orso, 42, has coauthored
four nonfiction books. His most
recent. Rise and Walk, was with
former New York Jets football
player Dennis Byrd and was
about his recovery from paralysis
he suffered while playing.

The Rosewood book is the first
D’Orso has written alone. He
also 15 a journaiist for The Vir-
;{zinian-Piloi newspaper in Nor-
ol

Like Judgment  Day begins
with cventls that Jed to the
destruction of the black commu-
nity that had evisted between
Gamesville and Cedar Key. All
that remains todav are road signs
dlong State Road 24.

.

|
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violence  started  New
Year's Day when a group of
whites scarching for a black man
accused of assaulting a white
woman degenerated into a mob,
The whites rampaged through
the town ot about 120 people.
burning homes and churches.

A week later, at least six blacks
and two whites were dead and
the community was in ashcs.
Everyone clse had fled. forced to
start their lives over from
scratch.

In  researching  his book,
D'Orso interviewed survivors,
descendants. residents in Levy
County where Rosewood existed,
lawyers, lobbyvists. politicians,
historians and virtually anyone
connected to the issue.

He proceeds chronologically
with the stories of survivors and
Arnett Doctor, who spearheaded
the famtiies® efforts to get com-
pensated by the state, through
the legislative battle over the
claims bill.

Durisg the violence, Doctor’s
great-grandmother, Sarah Car-
rier, was killed in a shootout at
her house where family members
had barricaded themselves. Also
killed were the son of Doctor’s
areat-grandmother  and  two
whites who tried to force their
way in.

In 1982, St. Petersburg Times
reporter Gary Moore wrote a
long story about Rosewood —
the first report about the violent
cpisode in almost 60 years. A
vear later CBS’ 60 Afinutes fea-
tured several survivors in a seg-
ment  on the community’s
demise.

But the community's past sank
back into the background for
another 10 vears. Much of that
had to do with Doctor's mother,
Philomena, who was adamantly
opposed to any family members
discussing  the community's
demise publicly.

S Thoca wwine o lat Af ematinnal

QACIMISC puclicly. :
“There was a lot of emotional

and psychological struggles to get
through among themselves,
D’Orso said last week. e
After Doctor’s mother died in
1991, things moved quickly.
~In late 1992, two survivors,
rcpresented by the Holland and
Knight law firm, filed a claims
bill with the Legislature seeking
compensation. That effort failed
but 1t brought out more survi-
" vors. :
In 1994, a group of survivors
and descendants filed another
laims bill. i
: D’Orso offers a behind-the-
scenes look at how lawmakers,
-lobbyists and lawyers heiped
shape the precedent-setting legis-
lation that ultimately passed,
providing $2 million for nine
survivors and dozens of descen-

dants.

Since D’Orso completed his
book. one of the survivors, 82-
vear-old Minnie Lee Langley, has
died. Langley. one of a handful of
survivors to testify before the
Legislature. survived the shoot-

out at the Carrier house.

b
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- TALLAHASSEE — The state
- is wrapping up its compensa-
tion payments a year after
Florida legislators approved $2
million for survivors and de-
scendants of the Rosewood
massacre 72 years ago.
Between 60 and 70 descen-
dants whose families lost prop-
erty in the black community af-
ter a racist mob’s rampage will
share $500,000 set aside by leg-
islators, officials said on
Monday.

. Nine elderly survivors each
have received $150,000 from
the state. :

.. Since then, the attorney gen-

: eral’s civil rights office has
spent months poring over rec-
ords and checking out hundreds

.. of claims from people who said

T I—
STATE

their families were driven from
Rosewood by several days of vi-
olence that started on New
Year’s Day in 1923.

Officials hope to close out the
final part of the compensation
plan by the end of the month or
early June.

“We probably were dealing
with more than 1,000 names in
the family trees,” said Gregory

Durden, chief of the attorney’

general’s civil rights office.

“We never anticipated it was -

going to be this involved.”

Rosewood’s demise began
when a group of whites, frus-
trated after an unsuccessful
search for a black man accused
of assaulting a white woman,
destroyed almost every build-
ing in the community of about
120 people.

Today’s survivors were chil-

‘Payments to massacre victims wind down

dren when Rosewood was
wiped out. Most kept the memo- .
ries of violence, gunshots and
burning houses to themselves
until they began speaking out in
the early 1980s.

Descendants verified by the
Attorney General’s Office will
receive from $145 to $5,000
each under the property com-

pensation plan, said Guy David

Robinson, an assistant attorney

'‘general. The claims cover 18

families that lost property in
Rosewood after the violence.

Last year, a few survivors re-
counted their memories of the
Rosewood massacre before the
state Legislature. Attorneys for
the victims said the state owed
them financial compensation
because authorities failed to
protect the families.

By ARDEN MOORE
Staff Writer

. The U.S. Supreme Court on
Monday let stand a lower court
decision that blocks the Universi-
ty. of Maryland from granting
scholarships based on race in a
ruling a lawyer in the case said
“marks the beginning of the end”
for such programs.

But it is unclear what impact it
will have on similar programs of-
fered at Florida’s public
universities. :

-“We’re reviewing the decision,
but there will be no immediate
changes in how we operate,”
state university system spokes-
man Alan Stonecipher said on
Monday. “It would probably take
a court case here to get rid of our
programs.”

An official with the American
Council on Education said it was

combat past discrimination.

“We’re very disappointed,”
University of Maryland spokes-
man Roland King said. “This is an
affirmative action program that
we believe has been effective in
increasing the part of African-
Americans at the university. But
it is still needed.”

The university created the
Benjamin Banneker Scholarship
Program in the late 1970s. to
boost black enrollment at' its
main campus in College Park,
Md. It is named after a black sci-
entist who died in 1806.

Daniel J. Podberesky, a His-
panic student, sued the university
in 1990 after he was denied a Ban-
neker scholarship.

A federal judge upheld the
scholarship program, but last Oc-
tober, the 4th U.S. Circuit Court
of Appeals ruled that students
who did not qualify because thev

-~ Education officials unsure
about etfects of court ruling

to the federal appeals court rul-
ing in the Maryland case.

It marks the beginning of the

end for publicly funded race-
based scholarships,” Price said.

- Florida is among 12 Southern

states under a federal court order
to desegregate colleges.

As part of Florida’s condition
to comply, the state university
system offers a handful of schol-
arships for full-time African-
American and Hispanic students
as recruiting tools.

Florida Atlantic University
took it a step further, offering
campus-based scholarships for
black students since 1984.

“Obviously, we will review our
policy and make sure we’re in
compliance,” FAU Provost Rick
Osburn said.

FAU’s policy was unsuccess-
fully challenged in 1991 and 1992
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.. Robinson created a “Iamilyl
. gree” of 18 families who owned
.property in Rosewood and went,
through the painstaking process otr
identifying descendants, The chapi
covering a .wall in the. aﬁo%‘,_

~ general’s Hollywood
tains more than 130

from the %920s%

stored” In_ 8it :fscﬁbbl-bus mi
_ Pages limﬁ fumb ed when. heg
tried to furn docur
= { helped tO mu ; L)

supposed h !

Cly ;‘,d !:;jho heads m Rosew%od
% Advisory. /€0 tw@. 83
sl ‘sta %m‘ ials Jor;

g2k
> \,.\

amuy had aichante"to expé
Qort 0f galn ’trom

“‘I'm committed to showing the
best light on Rosewood that we can
-possibly bring to bear” he said,
“There was a lot of nchn@ there at
that-tifme thatlssbéen’ s;ost Jorsthe
most pare? . iide vadi b




Payments close a Rosewood

The story has been told,
and the last payments to
survivors and
descendants are expected
10 be made in the next
week or Lwo.

®
By Adam Yeomans
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

For survivors and descendants
of Rosewood, the gnawing memo-
ries of the racist violence that
wiped out the tiny black settlement
72 years ago are finally being
soothed, ;

Many will be richer after the
state wraps up its $2-million pro-

_Bram to compensate nine Rose-
+ wood survivors and several dozen
descendants of families who lost
property. The last payments are
.expected to be made in the next
sweek or two.
« All have the satisfaction of
{knowing that what happened to
Rosewood is no longer a dark se-
‘eret for a few survivors who were
children when they fled their
+homes during the first week of Jan-
wiary 1923.

‘We should be able 1o move
on with our lives'

i+ When family members gather
Jor their summer reunion later this
Jyear, they can look ahead, knowing
the giory has been told.

“It should be behind us by that
-time, We should be able to move on
with our lives,” said Arnett Doctor,
whose great-grandmother was killéd
by members of & while mob that

‘bumed almost every building and
drove families from their homes in
the community east of Cedar Key.

Even with the payments, the
saga of Rosewood is far from over.

In the works are a book, a mo-
tion-picture deal and & permanent
memorial where the hamlet once
existed. ,

The violence began on New
Year's Day and escalated when a
group of whites, angry after a fruit-
less search for a biack man accused
of attacking & white woman, ram-
paged through the community of
about 120 people. At least six blacks
and two whites died. '

In 1982, Gary Moore, theén § re-

‘porter for the St Patersburg
\[im¢s, wrote aboul Rgpewood,

‘

cha

Gregory Durden, left, chlef of the attorney general’s civil-rights
office, and Asslstant Attorney General Guy David Robinson sit with

thelr Rosewood famlly tree.

sparking interest that smoldered
over the next decade. It finally ig-
nited when elderly survivors, one
by one, began speaking out about
the incident, which had faded from
public memory.

State lJawmakers passed a prec-
edent-setling compensation plan in
1994, They agreed that government
authorities had failed to maintain
law and order and protect Rose-

wood’s residents. '
" As a result, nine elderly survi-

vors received $150,000 apiece from
the state.

But it has taken months for the
attorney general’s office to sort
through hundreds of claims from
people who say their families lost
property. The Legislature ap-
proved §500,000 1o be paid fo the

Rosewood survivors ~and
descendants.

“I've handled a lot of different
cases in my life. I have never had
as difficult & time as Rosewood or

one as rewarding either,” said

Gregory Durden, chlef of the attor- |

ney general’s civilrights office,

To determine who had legiti-
mate claims to the money, assis-
tant Attorney General Guy David
Robinson and investigator Frank
Beisler conducted their own
investigation.

It followed in-depth probes by
Moore and then a group of univer-

‘sity researchers, as well a review
by the attorney general’s office,

which originally represented the

-glate in opposing the claims bill

last year,
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DANIEL PORTNOY/The Associated Press
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ROSEWOOD SURVIVOR PAID: Altamese Wripus embraces her uncle, Willie Evans, in Orlando after he received a check for $50,090.




Lawmaker pushes bl
‘memorializing massacre

" ByLORIROZSA. . .05 w70 v s ™ ized.”
Herald Staft Writer: . ~"7° " A claims bill is filed when
: A Miami legislator 15 gathering  somebody believes the state has
~ support in-Tallahassee this week —errcd in its “moral responsibil-
for a bill that would memorialize ity to protect - citizens.
the Rosewood massacre . and ~ DeGrandy said Cary Hardee,
_compensate the two remaining- Florida governor at the time,
wvictims of the .raclst'_assaul_t‘70' failed to stop the massacre even
YOS R0 ot L . .. after he’d been told a posse was
‘But. State . Rep.;-+Miguel < bein formed to storm the town....
D'cﬁirandy. fR-hdliam’f:’ has’ cht':.L.";.i“_,kihq‘ sttgte‘thail(calt[); htun)te_d its
with two stumbling blocks: -He backon the phight of the €l 1zens
missed the Jan. 1 deadline to file - in that small town,” DeGrandy
a claims bill, and sonie fellow'leg- ~ said. . -~ et
islators are questioning.whether. : The. Rosewood massacre 1s
: enfough information exists to jus- ggfcli‘y., nﬁe'm'g?)c%' ,ln_,a,,hls,tqrg:
. tify passing such a bill> ..~ "+ books. But. DeGrandy sai s
" - Rosewood .wasa*-small_but:" enough anecdotal . information :
: ;hr.iIV"insraNoghb.FJgrisia 4}"’?' and gécss.cltlgmgs‘s fun s pioe
uilt and inhabited mostly<by - PeTl .exist to document it. . -
‘black * homesteadets, when the: ¥ “We don't need’to spend a lot
* Ku Klux Klan rode through on ofstlmc' l;gscarc(lwnngt“l_t“ ([1}? said.”
Jan. 1, 1923. They went:-on a. o tate. Rep.- Cynthia Chestnut,
" three-day rampage allegedly trig- D-Gaincsville, isn't so sure. She
gered by -the. rape of ‘a white said the ‘state would .need . to do,
woman by a black man. .its own rcdsc?lrchf._.She als? wants
: : : ' to hear a dollar figure before she
The town, near Cedar Key. Was iy eommit her support.
burncd to the ground. Estimates .= ; ‘PO
; ~ *1 have no idea of the cost, of
of the dead vary, from a dozen to . . : e b
.150.. Lee Ruth Davis 17, .of what the bill would entail, said
'Miami. and Minnie Lar;gley-"SS' - Chestnut, whose home town 1§
¢ 16 1LaN5IkYs 07t -the biggest:¢ity near Rosewood:

el ihey ar the ool Rose: 58 il akes moncy rom
law firm of H'ollané and Knight the general revenue fund. That’s
is representing the two, trying to moncy for education, health-and
get tﬁem competsation: for prop- - everything - else; You -have ‘1o
ertics their families lost. 7 7 :xhzivtc good supporting data to get
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Sun-Sentinel wire services . .

State is seekmg

Rosewood sumVOts'

TALLAHASSEEQ‘ — The state
will begin advertxsmg on Wednes-.
day for survivors of the 1923
Rosewood massacre to help de-
termine who gets a share of $1.5
million in compensation for the
racial violence that destroyed the
black settlement.

“We want to have an open pro- .
cess. We want to have a fair pro-
cess,” said Greg Durden, chief of
the Florida attorney general’s
civil rights office, which is han-
dling the application process.
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CILY D HULUIIUUD 1 tdiiicanise
ily. Key Bank, located in Tampa,
is not related to other banks with
the word “Key" in their names.
But when the Key Bank inves-
tigation — complete with. bugs,
wiretaps and a seven-agency task
force — was revealed last year,
some people in Tampa reacted
negatively. A few even charged
that it was a “fishing expedition™
aimed at the city's long-suffering
Latin community. (In Tampa,
owing mostly to Anglo prejudice,
the Latin label is applied to both

Hispanic Americans and Italian .

Americans.) - :
sﬁddonty out of a job

When election time came
around, Hillsborough prosecutor
Bill James suddenly found him-

sclf out of a job.
“The Key Bank .casc was not

only a contributing factor ‘but

probably. the sole cause of the
defeat of 'Bill" James,” "defense
lawyer Gary Trombley declared.

But Tampa's Latin community- -

wasn't the only group that had
been inflamed by the case. A lot
of non-Latin business people
reportedly were upset, as were
supporters of Tampa Mayor
Sandy Freedman, Her lawyer
husband, who represented the
bank in business. matters, was
among those arrested. %

“Business leaders in the com-
munity
investigation was handled caused
undue harm fo innocent people,”
said Trombley, who represented
Michael Freedman.

Trombley complained- that
prosecutors turned the case into
a’ media‘ cir¢us, parading the
defendants endlessly. k.
1In fact, some prosecutors did
act as"if they were indicting the
city itself. **This is the way busi-
ness has been .done  all over
town,"” they seemed to be saying,
*and we're going to changet." -

:With a-strong word-of-mouth
campaign.and a-lot_of ‘money,

former circuit judge Harry lee .

Coe:1the Democratic’candidate,
defeated James, the Republican.
Then -a-few days ago,-a judge
abruptly dismissed :the charge
against Michael Freedman. Crit-
ics claimed more proof that
James' prosecution had been
malicious and politically moti-
vated.

Unwilling to face evidence
Those people — like the case’s
other critics — appear to be
unwifling to face ‘up to the
mounds of evidence that investi-

gators amassed in the.case. .
“The bank and its officials deny. |

any,wrongdoing. No one has
been convicted of anything.
But accordine to investigators,

felt that the way the’

Lawmaker pushec bill
memorializing massacre

ByLORIROZSA. .. .. .-, -
Herald Staff Writer - neD e

A Miami legislator i$ gathering
support in- Tallahassee this week
for a bill that would memorialize

the Rosewood massacre and’
compensate the two remaining -
victims of the racist assault:70-

n ~ 7. after he'd been told a posse was
_ Rep. .+ Miguel -
DeGrandy, R-Miami, has' met,
with two stumbling blo¢ks: ‘He
missed the Jan. | deadline to file -

years ago.
But. State

a claims bill, and sonie fellow leg-
islators are questioning whether

enough information exists to jus- -

tify passing such a bill:

Rosewood .was ~a*-small_but
" thriving North Florida town,

built and inhabited ~mostly-by

black  homesteaders, when the-

Ku Klux ‘Klan rode through on
Jan. 1, 1923. They went on a
three-day rampage allegedly trig-
gered by the rape of a white
woman by a black man.

The town, ncar Cedar Key, was

burned to the ground. Estimates
of the dead vary, from a dozen (o

.150. Lee Ruth Davis, Ay, .of
Miami, and Minnie La‘nflgfi_&&_
Rose-

belicve they are the only Rose-
wood residents left. The Miami
law firm of Holland and Knight
is representing the two, trying 1o

get them compensation for prop- -

ertics their familigs lost.

DeGrandy said he can proba-
bly get the deadline waived. He

‘$a1d no dollar figure has been set
“yet: for the ‘compensation- or
memorial.:But he's tonfidert the -

e A

claims bill will: pass. - .-

the more 1 became outraged,” «
" DeGrandy said. *'No mattér how :
‘painful this piece of Florida his-
tory is, it needs to be-gemorial- - they do'something about'it.” - {
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" “The more | Iéarned about it,

-

- ized.”

A claims bill is filed when
somebody believes the state has
erred in its “moral responsibil-
ity to protect - citizens.
DeGrandy said Cary Hardee,
Florida governor at the time,
failed to stop the massacre even

‘being formed to storm the town.
~.*“The state_basically turned its
back ‘on the plight of the citizens
in that small town,” DeGrandy
said. 2 .
. The Rosewood massacre is
rarely mentioned . in__ history
books. But. DeGrandy said
“enough anecdotal .information

and press clippings from the time™
. period exist to document it.

‘i *We don't need’to spend a lot
of time researching it,” he said.
State Rep.  Cynthia Chestnut,
D-Gainesville, isn't so sure. She
said the state would need to do
its own research. She also wants
to hear a dollar figure before she
will commit her support.
**I have no idea of the cost, of
‘what the bill would entail,” said
Chestnut, whose home town is
the biggest ¢ity near Rosewood.

* #A claims bill takes money from

the general revenue fund. That’s
money for education, health-and
everything else: “You -have ‘to
have good supporting data to get
that money." @l

‘Ruth Davis; recently released
from the hospital after a four-
month illness, said she's willing
t6 go to Tallahassee to fersuadc
legislators to pass the bill.

“*| suffered a whole lot and lost
a‘lot of my family,” Davis said
Tuesday. **1'm able to talk about
it now, after so many years. I'll
tell them all | know, and I hope
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“ SUNSET LIMITED: Amtrak’s
coast-to-coast” Sun-
set Limited ~wil
begin operation in
early April, closing a

680-mile gap between Jackson-

ville and New Orleans.

S

" BUTTERFLIES DIE: A week

- opened its indoor
» hutterfly conserva-

A ROUNDUP OF NEWS INTHE éUNSHINE STATE™:"

CENTRALFLORIDA.

e e G- JUSTUNG " BOY: Fickide

1S ~ v . T

. fees would bring in about $2.7 |
million.” RSO

FISHING - BAN REJECTED:
Gov. Lawton Chiles and the
Cabinet rejected increased
;protection of endangered sea
turtles by banning net fishing
off Martin, St. Lucie and Indian
River counties between Janu-
ary and March.; - - - -

¢ N

should own one of the state’s

incoming {reshmen, mo
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years at community ¢
then transfer to state univ
Community colleges al
a special mission: They pi
route to college degrees fo
vantaged students, older ¢
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ing to school, and stude:
haven't taken traditional
lege courses.
eed is not responsible
state’s 28 community ¢
but Sen. Fred Dudley

Sea lice 1

By LORIROZSA
Herald Staff Writer d

Researchers trying to fi
how to eradicate sea lice
aggravating organisms th
itching fits among South
beachgoers — are askin
and everybody else to ci
the cause.

“If every adult in Pal
County gave a quarter, w
enough money to get th
done,” said Kay M
‘county chairwoman of t
ernor’s Initiative prograr
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TALLAHASSEE — (AP) —
A handful of elderly survivors

who fled racial violence that

~destroyed the black commu-
nity of Rosewood 71 years ago
will - receive expedited pay-
ments from the state, officials
said Thursday.

Four survivors named in a
claims bill passed this year will
receive $50,000 apiece in the
next few days, or about one-
third of the total approved by
state lawmakers.

The bill says Minnie Lee
Langley, 81; Arnett Goins, 80;
Wilson Hall, 79; and Willie
Evans,. 86, should receive
$150,000 each because their
testimony proved they were
present when Rosewood was
wiped out.

Supporters of the survivors
have been urging a faster pay-
out because they fear beneficia-
ries could die before the offi-
cial deadline at the end of the
yegr for paying them under the

$2 million compensation plan.
- The comptroller’s office,
which - handles payments in
claims bills, agreed to the par-
tial payments Thursday after
the attorney general’s office
and- legislative officials said it
didn’t violate the law.

“In the next couple of days,
we will issue the checks,” said
Terry McElroy, spokesman for
Comptroller Gerald Lewis.

The deadline for applying for
compensation is Dec. 31.
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State to give RbseWood survivors early payments

The Associated Press

¢« TALLAHASSEE — A handful of
i elderly survivors who fled racial
1) violence that destroyed the black
*. community of Rosewood 71 years
i ago will receive expedited pay-
.. ments from the state, officials said
.. on Thursday.
. Four survivors named in a
claims bill passed this year are to
. receive $50,000 each in the next
.| few days, or about one-third of the
+ total approved by state
+ lawmakers.

The bill says Minnie Lee Lang-
ley, 81; Arnett Goins, 80; Wilson
Hall, 79; and Willie Evans, 86,
should receive $150,000 each be-
cause their testimony proved they
were present when Rosewood was
wiped out.

Supporters of the survivors have
been urging a faster payout be-
cause they fear beneficiaries could
die before the official deadline at
the end of the year for paying
them under the $2 million compen-
sation plan.

The Comptroller’s Office, which

handles payments in claims bills,

agreed to the partial payments on
Thursday after the Attorney Gen-
eral’s Office and legislative offi-
cials said it did not violate the law.

“In the next couple of days, we
will issue the checks,” said Terry
McElroy, spokesman for Comp-
troller Gerald Lewis.

The deadline for applying for
compensation is Dec. 31.

On New Year’s Day 1923, a
group of whites went on a ram-
page after an unsuccessful search

for a black man accused of as- i
saulting a white woman. A posse
turned into a mob that burned
down almost every house and
building in the community of
about 120 residents.

At least six blacks and two
whites died. -

State lawmakers passed the
compensation plan after deter-
mining that law enforcement au-
thorities did not end the violence
at Rosewood despite reports that
it was out of control.




Money will make life easier for Rosewood survivors

Associated Press

TALLAHASSEE — After
72 years, survivors of a racist
rampage in Florida have been
compensated.

Nine of them are $150,000
richer after the state acknow-
ledged it failed to protect their
families when they fled from a
white mob that wiped out the
black community of Rosewood in
January 1923.

The money means different
things to the. survivors. For
many, it brings financial security
they never expected and a
chance to help their families.
Some are renovating their homes

or buying new ones. One or two’

hope to travel.

“My only immediate plans are
to invest the money and live
happily ever after,” said 79-year-
old Robie Mortin, who was 7
when she and her family escaped
from Rosewood, where about 120
people lived.

& €My only
immediate plans
are to invest the
money and live
happily ever
after.?9

— Robie Mortin,
Rosewood survivor
—

A group of whites went on a
rampage in Rosewood on New
Year’s Day after a fruitless
search for a black man accused
of assaulting a white woman. The
mob destroyed almost every
home and building over several
days.

At least six blacks and two
whites died.

The nine survivors compen-
sated by the state were children

when Rosewood, about nine
miles east of Cedar Key, was
wiped ‘out. Most kept the mem-
ories of violence and burning
houses to themselves until they
started speaking out in the early
1980s.

Last year, a handful of survi-
vors recounted the Rosewood
massacre before the Legislature,
which then passed a $2 million
compensation plan.

“It’s something,” Mortin said
of the money. “At least we can
talk about it now. For many,
many years we couldn’t even talk
aboutit.”

Mortin was one of a handful of
survivors who didn’t testify but
later proved they lived in the
community.

Earlier this month, the state
distributed $100,000 checks to the
nine survivors; it already had paid
$50,000 to each survivor last year.

Mortin said the money allow-
ed her to quit her job as a nurse’s

'NEWSMAKERS FROM ACROSS THE STATE, 5B

aide for an 82-year-old invalid.
She would like to travel to Greece
this summer. First, the mother of
five and grandmother of 19 plans
to volunteer eight hours a week
at a nursery in West Palm Beach
for pregnant mothers who have
AIDS and drug addictions.

“l love children,” she said.
“These children are all so sweet.
They need love and care.”

Arnett Doctor, a descendant
of a Rosewood family who helped
persuade lawmakers to pass the
claims bill last spring, said many
of the survivors have fixed up
their homes and installed securi-
ty systems.

Willie Evans, who is 87 and
blind, put on a new roof, installed
new doors and windows, reno-
vated his bathroom and bought a
TV for his home in Sanford, said
Doctor, chairman of the Rose-
wood Family Advisory Committee.

See ROSEWOOD, 5B

P

ROBIE MORTIN, 79, of Riviera
Beach, is one of nine survivors
of the 1923 Rosewood; mas-
sacre who recently received
$150,000 from the state.

~ But in 19?9, when Hutto succeeded
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Money makes life easier for Rosewood survivors

ROSEWOOD, From 6B

“He now sits on his porch with
pride,” Doctor said.

Wilson Hall, 79, refurbished his
home in Hilliard, bought a new van
and has talked of visiting Africa.
His sister, 86-year-old Margie Hall
Johnson, hasn’t decided whether to
‘renovate her home in Hilliard or
buy a new one.

One survivor who is bedridden,
84-year-old Lonnie Carrier Carrol of
New Smyrna Beach, will get the
medical attention and therapy he
needs. Dorothy Goins Hosey, 76,
plans to buy a new house in Tampa.

Mary Hall Daniels, 75,, has
bought a new home in Jacksonville.
Arnett Goins, 80, bought some
furniture for his home in St. Peters-
burg and invested most of his
-money.

‘The other survivor, 81-year-old
Minnie Lee Langley of Jackson-
ville, hasn’t said what she’s doing
with the money.

After Mortin fled Rosewood, she
‘eventually moved to Riviera Beach,
along with other residents of the
Rosewood community. She has
worked there since her mid-teens,
mostly in domestic service in the

Palm Beach area. 4

She said she had no retirement
income other than Social Security
and is a little overwhelmed at the
thought of having $150,000.

“I had a rough life, I'm telling
you,” Mortin said. “As someone who
hasn’t had much, I've always been
very careful with my money.”

Doctor said the survivors are
grateful lawmakers approved the
compensation bill but some thought
“much more should have been
forthcoming.”

For some of the survivors — if
not all — there might be more.

The $2 million included $500,000
to reimburse descendants whose
families lost property in Rosewood.

Gregory Durden, chief of civil
rights for the Attorney General’s
Office, which is handling the com-
pensation bill, said it will take
several weeks before the state
determines who receives payments
for lost property.

Durden and Assistant Attorney
General Guy David Robinson are
tracing hundreds of Rosewood de-
scendants to determine whether
they are eligible for compensation.

In the affidavit she filed with the
state, Mortin said her father came
home Jan. 2, 1923, visibly upset about

the events unfolding in Rosewood.

He put Mortin and his sister on &
train to Chiefland. She later learned
her uncle, Sam Carter, had been
shot by a mob member. The mob
had interrogated him because it
suspected he had helped the alleged
assailant escape.

When Mortin’s grandmother tried
to reclaim her property two years
later, she was told “she owned no
property in Rosewood, and with a
shotgun pointed at her (she was) told
never to return again.”

Mortin said her grandmother,
Polly Carter, told her never to
discuss what happened in Rose-
wood. “Now that it’s out in the open
I think the story should be told,”
Mortin said.



State to give RbseWood survivors early payments

The Associated Press

¢« TALLAHASSEE — A handful of
i elderly survivors who fled racial
1) violence that destroyed the black
*. community of Rosewood 71 years
i ago will receive expedited pay-
.. ments from the state, officials said
.. on Thursday.
. Four survivors named in a
claims bill passed this year are to
. receive $50,000 each in the next
.| few days, or about one-third of the
+ total approved by state
+ lawmakers.

The bill says Minnie Lee Lang-
ley, 81; Arnett Goins, 80; Wilson
Hall, 79; and Willie Evans, 86,
should receive $150,000 each be-
cause their testimony proved they
were present when Rosewood was
wiped out.

Supporters of the survivors have
been urging a faster payout be-
cause they fear beneficiaries could
die before the official deadline at
the end of the year for paying
them under the $2 million compen-
sation plan.

The Comptroller’s Office, which

handles payments in claims bills,

agreed to the partial payments on
Thursday after the Attorney Gen-
eral’s Office and legislative offi-
cials said it did not violate the law.

“In the next couple of days, we
will issue the checks,” said Terry
McElroy, spokesman for Comp-
troller Gerald Lewis.

The deadline for applying for
compensation is Dec. 31.

On New Year’s Day 1923, a
group of whites went on a ram-
page after an unsuccessful search

for a black man accused of as- i
saulting a white woman. A posse
turned into a mob that burned
down almost every house and
building in the community of
about 120 residents.

At least six blacks and two
whites died. -

State lawmakers passed the
compensation plan after deter-
mining that law enforcement au-
thorities did not end the violence
at Rosewood despite reports that
it was out of control.




State to give RbseWood survivors early payments

The Associated Press

¢« TALLAHASSEE — A handful of
i elderly survivors who fled racial
1) violence that destroyed the black
*. community of Rosewood 71 years
i ago will receive expedited pay-
.. ments from the state, officials said
.. on Thursday.
. Four survivors named in a
claims bill passed this year are to
. receive $50,000 each in the next
.| few days, or about one-third of the
+ total approved by state
+ lawmakers.

The bill says Minnie Lee Lang-
ley, 81; Arnett Goins, 80; Wilson
Hall, 79; and Willie Evans, 86,
should receive $150,000 each be-
cause their testimony proved they
were present when Rosewood was
wiped out.

Supporters of the survivors have
been urging a faster payout be-
cause they fear beneficiaries could
die before the official deadline at
the end of the year for paying
them under the $2 million compen-
sation plan.

The Comptroller’s Office, which

handles payments in claims bills,

agreed to the partial payments on
Thursday after the Attorney Gen-
eral’s Office and legislative offi-
cials said it did not violate the law.

“In the next couple of days, we
will issue the checks,” said Terry
McElroy, spokesman for Comp-
troller Gerald Lewis.

The deadline for applying for
compensation is Dec. 31.

On New Year’s Day 1923, a
group of whites went on a ram-
page after an unsuccessful search

for a black man accused of as- i
saulting a white woman. A posse
turned into a mob that burned
down almost every house and
building in the community of
about 120 residents.

At least six blacks and two
whites died. -

State lawmakers passed the
compensation plan after deter-
mining that law enforcement au-
thorities did not end the violence
at Rosewood despite reports that
it was out of control.
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enforcement agencies have gone
through in preparation for any violence.
Deputy Chief Charlie Wright, who has
planned World Cup security, also has
insisted on sensitivity training, espe-
cially regarding Dutch fans.

Wright said fans of the other four
teams — Mexico, Ireland, Morocco and
Belgium — are more restrained with
officers, but all have a custom illegal in
Central Florida: They are used to walk-
ing around with alcoholic drinks.

Wright said police will show re-
straint but that any drinkers who cause
trouble will be charged with violating
the open-container ordinances in addi-
tion to any other crimes they commit.

Florida
looks for
cla|mants

By ADAM YEOMANS

Associated Press

TALLAHASSEE — The state will begin adver-
tising Wednesday for survivors of the 1923 Rose-
wood massacre to help determine who gets a share
of $1:5-million in compensation for the racial vio-
lence that destroyed the black settlement.

“We want to have'an open process. We want to
have a fair process,” said Greg Durden, chief of the
Florida attorney general’s civil rights office, which is
handling the application process.

Durden said he plans to put legal notices in
newspapers in Florida but does not plan to advertise
outside the state.

The deadline to apply for compensation is Dec.
31. At least eight survivors have been identified,
including four who were named as deserving pay-
ment in the historic compensation bill passed by the
Legislature this spring and signed by Gov. Lawton
Chiles.

On New Year’s Day 1923, a group of whites
went on a rampage after an unsuccessful search for a
black man accused of assaulting a white woman.
They burned virtually every house and building in
the community of approximately 120 residents
about 9 miles east of Cedar Key. At least six blacks
and whites were killed.

The claims law established a $1.5-million fund to
pay up to $150,000 each to survivors who prove
they lived in Rosewood at the time and fled.

It also provides $500,000 to reimburse families
who lost property and $10() 000 a year for college
scholarships for Rosewood family descendants and
other members of minority groups.

The law says those seeking payments must
provide “reasonable proof of eligibility.”

The Attorney General’s Office is creating the
process to verify survivors.

Durden said he is reviewing documents and
testimony from legislative hearings, has one lawyer
working full-time on the ‘compensation law and will
form a committee to review the applications.

Anyone who applies for compensation will be
required to show proof of eligibility and the extent of
damages later, Durden said.

The law says Minnie Lee Langley, 80, Amett

Goins, 80, Wilson Hall, 79, and Willie Evans 86,

deserve $150 000 apiece because their testimony
during hearings proved they fled Rosewood.

)olphin census-takers to storm
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State nears cor

ipletion of pay -

for victims of Rosewood riots

.';é: What happened 72 years ago
‘is no longer a dark secret for

.survivors who fled their homes -

in the wake of racial vnolence

By ADAM YEOMANS
" Associated Press Writer

i . TALLAHASSEE — For survivors and de-
‘scendants of Rosewood, the gnawing memo-

‘ries of the racist violence that wiped out the

tiny black settlement 72 years ago are finally
being soothed.

i Many will be richer after the state wraps
up its $2 million program to compensate nine
Rosewood survivors and several dozen de-
scendants of families who lost property. The

last payments are expected to be made in the

inext week or two.

> All have the satisfaction of knowing that :.
" what happened to Rosewood is no longer ay
! dark secret for a few survivors who were chil-

7dren when they fled their homes during the
first week of January 1923.

«©+ When family members gather for their

“rsummer reunion later this year, they can look

-ahead knowing the story has been told.

<'* " “It should be behind us by that time. We

t'should be able to move on with our lives,”
said Arnett Doctor, whose great-grandmother
was killed by members: of a white mob that
burned almost every building and drove fami-

Hm from their homes’ ln the commumty east‘

‘of Cedar Key.

>+ Even with the payments the saga of Rose-

“1'wood is far from over.
“J" ' In the works are a book, a motion picture
deal and a permanent memorial where thé

“r'hamlet once existed.

" The violence began on New Year’s Day
when a group of whites, angry after a fruitless
search for a black man accused of attacking a
white woman, rampaged through the commu-

;nity of about 120 people. At least six blacks
and two whites died.

~In 1982 Gary Moore, then a reporter forl

the St. Petersburg Tlmes wrote about Rose-
wood, sparking interest that smoldered over
the next decade until it ignited. Elderly sur-
vivors, one by one, began speaking out about
the incident that had faded from public mem-
ory.

State lawmakers passed a precedent-set-
ting compensation plan in 1994. They agreed
government authorities had failed to maintain
law and order and protect Rosewood’s resi-

. dents.
As a result, nine elderly survivors recexved :

$150,000 apiece from the state.

~ But it has taken months for the attorney
general’s office to sort through hundreds of
claims from people who say their families lost

- property. The Legislature approved $500,000

to be paid to the Rosewood survivors and de-
scendants.
+“I've handled a lot of different cases in my

- life. I have never had as'difficult a time as

Rosewood ‘or one as rewarding either,” said
Gregory Durden, chief of the attorney gener-

'-.-'als civil rights office.

The search for descendants is now over.
Within the next week or two, between 60

and 70 descendants will receive a share of the -

$500,000 in amourts ranging from $145 to
$5,000, Durden said. .
Doctor, who heads the Rosewood Family

* Advisory Committee, has criticized state offi-

cials for moving too slowly at times. But he

'said he now was satisfied with how state offi-

* cials handled the compensation plan.

“Everybody received something out of this

“process. Everybody in the family had a

chance to experience some sort of gain from
this process. No one can say they were not
helped from this process,” he said. “We didn’t
get everything we wanted, but we got more

~than many people expected.”

With the state’s role just about over, Rose-
wood takes on a new dimension.

Greg Galloway, an entertainment lawyer
in Orlando who represents the Rosewood fam-

ilies in the film deal, said he believed Rose-

wood offered a compelling tale. :
“The state pays damages for a race-based

PR %
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Gregory Durden, left, of the attorney

general’s civil rights office, and Guy

David Robinson, assistant attorney
general, pose among genealogies.

hate crime. That's never happened in this
country,” he said. “It's an opportunity for
filmgoers to see what Rosewood was — a rela-
tively prosperous black community ‘in the
South.”

A prominent Hollywood producer plans to
make the film, but the movie maker doesn’t
want details of the project released at this
time, said Galloway.

In Norfolk, Va., author Mike D’Orso is
wrapping up a book with the working title,
“And God Was All Around Us: The Story of
the Rosewood Massacre.” He said he expected
it to be released in early 1996.

Doctor has his own plans to establish a
memorial at the site where the community
existed about nine miles east of Cedar Key
along State Road 24.

Said Doctor: “I'm committed to showing
the best light on Rosewood that we can possi-
bly bring to bear.” Ly

-
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m Checks are in the mail
for the last Rosewood
massacre victims.

' By ADAM YEOMANS

Associated Press

 TALLAHASSEE — For survi-
“vors and descendants of Rose-
“wood, the gnawing memories of

“the racist violence that wiped out.
:the tiny black settlement 72 years

ago are finally being soothed.

‘Many. will be richer ‘after the’
“gram ‘to' compensate nine Rose-
ood suryivors and several dozen
“descendants of families who lost

§’
i
: knowing that ‘what. happened to
“Rosewood is no’ longer a dark se-
iccret for a few surv1vors who were.

‘and“"drove families from :their -
homes in thefcommunity eas
,Cedar Key:
7 Even with the‘-~payments the
saga of Rosewood is far.from over.::
In the works are a book, a
motion picture deal and a perma-
.nent memorial where the hamlet
Ipnce existed.
% - The wolence began. on New
i,Years Day when a group of

{whites, angry.after a fruitless

!search for a black man accused of .
'attacking a white woman, ram-
! { paged through the community of
‘about 120 people. At least six
z-blacks and two whites died.

+In 1982, Gary Moore, then a
reporter for the Times, wrote
l about Rosewood, sparking interest .

Lthat’ smoldered over. the next de-_ :

‘cade.’ Elderly survivors, one by
‘one; began speaking out about the

mcxdent that had faded from public

@emory

;'istate wraps up its $2-million pro- 5,

roperty. The last payments are:s
sexpected to be made in the next _'

4 ~proved $500 000 to be pa1d, )

lt; -nine elderly sum-‘
$150,000 aplece

attorney general’s ffice to sort_

cla' from
roperty.- Th

Rosewood survivors and d

““I've handled a lot of dxffere
. cases in my life. I have never had
" as difficult a time as Rosewood or
one as rewarding either,” said

Gregory. Durden, chief of the at-
torney general’s civil rights office.-
To determine who had legiti-

mate claims to the money, assis-
tant Attorney General Guy David

Robinson and investigator Frank,
" Beisler conducted thelr own mves- -

txgatlon :

It followed m-depth probes by
Moore and then a group of univer-
sity researchers as well a review
by the attorney general’s office,
which ongmally represented the

.state in -opposing the: clalms bill :

last year.

Wt

tree” of ‘18 families who owned
“property in Rosewood and went

‘left, and Guy David Robinson,
ed Rosewood families.

through the pamstakmg process of
: 1dent1fy1ng descendants. The chart
covering a wall in the attorney
general’s Hollywood office con-
talns more than 1 300 names.

To conflrm who deserved prop-

erty ‘compensation, Beisler “trav-
 eled to Levy County and surround-
ling areas several times to review

ecords and try to 'uncover new
ocuments that could conflrm the1r
mdmgs

" i

oIn s one v131t the mvestlgator'

found records from the 1920s

stored in an old school-bus barn.
Pages literally crumbled when he
tried to turn:them. Such docu-
ments helped to reduce the num-
ber of supposed heirs because they
showed some famﬂles d1d not live
in Rosewood

“With the latest mvestlganon,-
the search is now over.

Wxthm the next ‘week or two,
between 60 and 70 descendants
will receive a share of the
$500 000 in amounts ranging from
$145 to $5,000, Durden said.

Doctor, who heads the Rose-
wood Family Advisory Committee,
has criticized state officials for
moving too slowly at times. But he

‘Robinson created a famlly said he now was satisfied with how

. state officials handled the comper

sation plan.
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";i”(f;“iénce finally being eased

hen "a’ group‘ 'of whites, angry after a ¢ Rosewood’s residents.
fmltless search for a black man accused of | As’.a’result, nine elderly survivors 1
‘attacklng ‘a’’ white' woman, rampaged =~ ceived $150,000 apiece from the state.
‘through the commumty of about 120 peo- But it has taken months for the Attorn
‘Dle; ‘At" least six bIacks‘ and two . whltes General’s Office to sort through hundre
i S diedi g i of claims from people who say their farn
- Many:will be richer afber.th'e sald Amett Doctor . ' whose gre‘at—grand—. 'In 1982, Gary Moore then a reporter for lies lost property. The Legislature &
upits* $2:million" program to cOmpensate mot.her was kﬂledmby members’ o? a white'" “the™ St.* Petersburg 'I‘1mes wrote about proved $500,000 to be paid to the Ros
‘Tiiné' Roséwood survivors and Eseveral doz; mob " 'that ' burned - dlmost every bmldmg Rosewood ‘sparking interest that .smol- wood survivors and descendants.
-en’descendants of: families tho Tost pro 5nd drove ,Jamihes from " their homes in dered over the next decade until it ignited.  “I've handled a lot of different cases”
etty i The" ldst payments‘afe expected the commumty;f:ast of Cedar Key“, by it Elderly ‘survivors, ‘one by one, began -my life. I have never had as difficult
! _made h"ﬁhe riext week Or two.. +.BEven. with_ thé \payments “the? speaking out about the mc1dent that had ' time as Rosewood or one as rewarding
" All have the satisfaction of knowmg that ., Rosewood is far from over.. faded from public memory. ther,” said Gregory Durden, chief of ti
what - happened to Rosewood is:no longer © In the: works are a book;:a: aotion: plc- State lawmakers passed a precedent-set- attorney general’s civil rights office.
a dark ' secret for‘a few: ‘survwors Wwho ture deal iand ‘a permanent - nng ‘compensation plan in 1994. They To determine who had legitimate clair

vwere ‘¢hildren when they fled théir, horhes where the'hamlet once existed., agreed government authorities had failed

during the first week of January 1923. ¢/ The violence began on New Years Day to maintain law and order and protect (See DESCENDANTS, Page B-5)

TALLAHASSEE; For survivors B
scendants ' of . Rosewood,: thé'y’ gn%twmg’j
memories of the rac1st violencgg%t‘ ip




Descendants to share fmal $500,000

(From Page B-1)

to the money, Assistant - Attorney
General Guy David Robinson and
investigator Frank Beisler conduct-
ed their own investigation.

- It followed in-depth probes by
Moore and then a group of univer-
sity researchers as well a review by
‘the Attorney General’s - Office,
‘which originally represented ' the
state in opposing the claims blll last
year.
~ Robinson created a “famlly tree”
of 18 families who owned ' property
‘in Rosewood and went through the
painstaking process of identifying
descendants. The chart covering a
wall in the attorney general’s Holly-
wood office contams more than
1,300 names.

To confirm who deserved proper-
ty compensation, Beisler traveled to
‘Levy County and surrounding areas
several times to review records and
try to uncover new documents that
could confirm their findings.

In one visit, the investigator
found records from the 1920s
stored in an old school bus barn.
Pages literally crumbled when he
tried to turn them. Such documents

helped to reduce the number of
\Qupposed heirs because they

: showed some famxhes did not live

in Rosewood.
. With ‘the latest mvestxgatlon, the
search for descendants is now over.

Within the next week or two, be-
tween 60 and 70 descendants will
receive a share of the $500,000 in
amounts ranging from $145 to
$5,000, Durden said.

Doctor, who heads the Rosewood
Family Advisory Committee, has
criticized state officials for moving
too slowly at times. But he said he
now was satisfied with how state
officials handled the compensation
plan.

“Everybody received somethmg
out of this process.  Everybody in
the family had a chance to experi-
ence some sort of gain from this
process. No oné can say they were
not helped from this process,” he
said. “We didn't get everything we
wanted, but we got more than
many people expected."”

With the state’s role just about
over, Rosewood takes on a new di-
mension.

Greg Galloway, an entertainment
lawyer in Orlando who represents
the Rosewood families in the film
deal, said he believed Rosewood of-
fered a compelling tale that would

translate easily to the big screen.

“The state pays damages for a
race-based hate crime. That's never
happened in this country,” he said.
“It's an opportunity for filmgoers to
see what Rosewood was — a rela-
tively prosperous black community
in the South.”

A prominent Hollywood producer
plans to make the film,. but the
movie maker doesn't want details
of the project released at this time,
Galloway said. :

In Norfolk, Va., author Mike
D’Orso is wrapping up a book with
the working title And God Was All
Around Us: The Story of the Rose-
wood Massacre. He said he expect-
ed it to be released in early 1996.

D'Orso has collaborated on and
written several non-fiction books.

Doctor has his own plans to es-
tablish a. memorial at the site
where the community existed about
9 miles east of Cedar Key along
Florida 24. Today, only road signs
mark the spot.

“I'm committed to showing the
best light on Rosewood that we can
possibly bring to bear,” he said.
“There was a lot of richness there
at that time that's been lost for the
most part.”
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Rosewood \

families try
to bury past

ASSOCIATED PRESS

TALLAHASSEE — For survivors
and descendants of Rosewood, the
gnawing memories of the racist vio-
lence that wiped out the tiny black
settlement 72 years ago are finally
being soothed. _

Many will be richer after the state
wraps up its $2 million program to
compensate nine Rosewood survi-
vors and several dozen descendants
of families who lost property. The

last payments are expected to be

made in the next week or two.
All have the satisfaction of know-

‘,ing that what happened to

Rosewood is no longer a dark secret
for a few survivors who were chil-
dren when they fled their homes

.during the first - week of January
.1923. . ..

2
]v

When famlly membexs gather for
-their summer reunion later this

i-year, they.can look ahead knowmg i

the story has been told.

" %It should be behind us by that |

l

l

|

&

»ofRosewoodlsfarﬁ'omover
AIntheworksareabook,amotlon o

-time. We should be able tomove on
~with our lives,” said ‘Arnett Doctor,‘ i

whose great-gxandmother was killed

3

[-by ‘members of .a’ ‘White "mob that =

burned almost every building and

drove families from their homes'i in h
‘the community east of Cedar Key."

Even with the payments, the saga

anuab

picture deal and’a”permanent“me-
morial where the hamlet once exist-

+ The violence Ségm{ “on New

Year’s Day when a’group of whites,

'angryafteraﬁ'tuﬂesssearchfora
‘blackmanaccusedofattaclnnga

white woman, rampaged ;through
the community of about 120 people.
“At‘least six ‘blacks andtwowlutes'
died.

- In 1982, GaryMoone thenanews
paper reporter, wrote about

-Rosewood, sparking interest that -

'smoldered over the next de@de un-

til it ignited. Elderly survivors, one
“by one, began speaking" out"about
the incident that had faded from
public memory.

State lawmakers passed a prece— ‘
dent-setting - compensation ‘plan in
1994. They agreed government au- |

thorities had failed to maintain law '

and order to protect the residents.
{#-As a result;inine elderly survivors
Teceived $150,000 - apiece from thy
state.
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GAINESVILLE’'S FREE NEWSMAGAZINE

Office of Attorney General

At Jill

4000 Hollywood Blvd. Suite 505 South
Hollywood, Florida 33021 |

Dear lill,

In accordance with Florida Statutes Chapter 119.01, 119.07 and 119.02, | am requesting
all public documents pertaining to the payment of state funds to the survivors of the
Rosewood massacre as per the legislature’s decision of 1994.

If the cost is above $10, please notify me at the number listed below.

Moon Magazine
Amy Podolsky
14 East University, Suite 206
Gainesville, FL 32601

Thank you for your time,

Amy Podolsky
(904) 377-5374

...........................................................
Amy Podolsky, Publisher
14 E. University Ave., #206 ¢ Gainesville ¢ Florida ¢ 32601 (904) 377-5374 voice ¢ (904) 371-3749 fax
INTERNET:7 4724.2052@COMPUSERVE.COM '
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GAINESVILLE'S FREE NEWSMAGAZINE

Office of Attorney General

Atin. Jill

4000 Hollywood Blvd. Suite 505 South
Hollywood, Florida 33021

Dear Jill,

In accordance with Florida Statutes Chapter 119.01, 119.07 and 119.02, | am requesting
all public documents pertaining fo the payment of state funds to the survivors of the

Rosewood massacre as per the legislature’s decision of 1994. [ o
ol b-\L W
I the cost is above $10, please notify me at the number listed below. ) FE e Y
) : ‘,(\Vt Y .
(s /lg
Moon Magazine Q %D\L\\
Amy Podolsky

14 East University, Suite 206
Gainesville, FL 32601

Thank you for your time,

Amy Podolsky
(904) 377-5374

©0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
Amy Podolsky, Publisher
14 E. University Ave., #206 ¢ Gainesville ¢ Florida * 32601 (904) 377-5374 voice * (904) 371-3749 fax
INTERNET:7 4724.2052@COMPUSERVE.COM ;
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;Folks line up to be exlras
m movie about Rosewood

“The Associated Press

LEESBURG —- State cmploy-
nment offices in Central Florida are
-offering a shot at Hollywood, sign-
ing up extras jor a new John
Singleton movie Rosewood.

The movie, which recounts the
story of the black town of Rose-
wood tazed in 1923 by an angry
white mob, will be fitmed in areas
‘'of Lake County, north of Orlando,
‘next month,

All day Friday, job applicants,
‘hoping to snare one of the 2,000
Spots as extras, poured into the
‘Florida employment service office
in Leesburg and in offices in Sum-
ter, Volusia, Seminole and Orange
Counties,

. "It bas been slow here all
‘week unti) today,” said Joanne
Staehler, who works in the Lees.

burg job service office, “V wrtually
everyone has been coming in
about the movie.”

That included Staehler, who
said she was filling out an applica-
tion when she wasn't busy.

Rosewood, once tocated south-
west of Gainesville, was torn apart
by angry whites from nearby Sum-
ner who were looking for a sus-
pect afler a white woman reported
being assaulted by a black tnan.
When they couldn’t find him, they
burned Rosewood to the ground.

The incident left at least six
blacks and two whitcs dead,

The Warner Bros. movie is
being  directed by Singleton,
whose credits include Boyz N the
Hood, Poetic Justice and Higher
Learning.,

EBoy kills himself with ‘toy’ gun

‘The Associated Piess

TAMPA —— A S-year-old boy
:who apparently thought he was
-playing with a toy gun shot himself
1o death at his greal-grandmoth-
‘er’s home, police said.
* Erc Manuel Payne and anoth-
€ youngster were visiting his
great-grandmother, Lillie  Mae
Jackson-Stokes, when they found
2 .25-caliber handgun in ‘a back
.bedroom Friday afternoon, police
Lt. Rick Duran said.

The children were playing with
the gun when it went off, stiiking
Edc in the left side of his head,
officer Jimmy Wester said,

Emergency workers tried un-
successfully to revive the child
before taking him to Tampa Gen-
eral Hospital where he was pro-
nounced dead, Duran said,

The shooting was ruled acci-
dental, but authorities were inves-
tigating | |

h
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Minnie Langley, led fight
for massacre restitution

The Associated Press

TALLAHASSEE — Minnie Lee
Langley, one of the oldest survi-
vors of the 1923 Rosewood mas-
sacre and a leader in winning res-
titution for the destruction of the
black settlement by a white mob,
died Saturday.

Miss Langley, 82, of Jackson-
ville, underwent surgery for can-
cer last week, said her grand-
daughter, Frankie Russell.

Miss Langley was one of nine
elderly Rosewood survivors who
each received $150,000 earlier
this year after the Florida Legis-
lature approved a $2 million
compensation plan in 1994.

Officials are reviewing the
names of more than 100 descen-
dants who may also receive
shares of the money.

The state acknowledged it
failed to protect the families who

fled from a white mob that wiped
out Rosewood.
The black community of about

- 350 was near Cedar Key, on the

Gulf Coast 100 miles north of
Tampa. Today all that remains is
a small road sign and one house
six miles east of Cedar Key.

Miss Langley was there during
the rampage, fleeing her aunt’s
home as a 9-year-old and hiding
in nearby woods.

And she was present in May
1994 when Gov. Lawton Chiles
signed into law a plan to compen-
sate survivors, lifting what he de-
scribed as a ‘“‘shadow of shame”
over the state.

“I never lost my faith,” Miss
Langley said at the signing cere-
mony. “It’s been a long way to
go.”

“This is a great loss for us,” Ar-
nett Doctor, a spokesman for the
Rosewood survivors and their

families, said Sunday. “It’s devas-
tating especially to me and my
family.”

Doctor was a distant cousin to
Miss Langley.

Miss Langley and her cousin,
Ruth Davis of Miami, initially
asked legislators for compensa-
tion and a memorial for Rose-
wood victims in 1993. After a
study, a compensation bill was
passed near the end of the 1994
legislative session.

Miss Langley offered vivid tes-
timony about the violence that
erupted on New Year’s Day 1923
as a group of whites went on a
fruitless search for a black man
accused of assaulting a white
woman. At least six blacks and
two whites were killed and the
mob destroyed almost every
home and building in the ensuing
several days.
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Research traces the origins of
the art of Europe back to Africa

African art is at the root of mod-
ern Western art, according to a
University of Florida researcher.

“From 1907 through the 1960s,
so much of Western art was based
on either expressionism, cubism
or surrealism and all of these made
use of African art,” said UF art his-
tory professor Robin Poynor.

The major shift began when
artists such as Picasso, Matisse
and Derain started buying African
art objects from curio shops in Par-
is and German Expressionists
began collecting such pieces in
Berlin and Munich, he said.

To many Africans, art is more
than pleasing to the eye; to them it
is a way to please the spirits they
cannot see, Poynor also says.

In African beliefs, said art his-
tory professor Robin Poynor, art is
a way to communicate with a spirit
world that is interwoven with the
lives of people.

In his new book, “African Art at
the Harn Museum,” published by
University Press of Florida, Poynor
selects 92 art objects in a traveling
art exhibition and explains their
ties to spirit communication.

Such objects were shunned by
art museums until the 1950s. Afri-
can art was largely relegated to
natural history or anthropological
museums, except for a few galle-
ries in Europe and the United
States that occasionally exhibited
African objects alongside modern
art, Poynor said.

But, he said, “Art allows spirits

depend on humans — to feed them
and provide them with companion-
ship — and they, in turn, provide
certain material blessings by pull-
ing strings in the spirit world to
help humans.”

A piece of art may represent a
person'’s gift to a particular spirit,
such as an altar decoration, or it
may serve as a representation of
the spirit itself, as with a sculp-
tured figure or masquerade, Poy-
nor said.

Carved skulls of sacrificed ani-
mals, such as antelopes, cows and
rams, are often displayed over
altars at which they were sacrif-
iced, he said.

“Possibly these heads are
reminders to ancestral spirits that
the descendants are still thinking
of them and reminding them that
they have made sacrifices in their
honor to sustain them in the spirit
world,” he explained.

At the beginning of the 20th
Century, African art was consid-
ered “primitve art” that was some-
how grotesque or inferior to Euro-
pean art but today scholars recog-
nize it as a major contributor in the
history of world art, he said.

The first art museum dedicated
entirely to African and Oceanic art
was the Museum of Primitive Art in
New York, founded by Nelson
Rockefeller. Today, many major
museums have such collections,
he said.

European art created prior to
the 19 Century is similar to the
African art in its emphasis upon
function, for it was not until the 19
Century in Europe that the idea of
art for art’'s sake was born, said
Poynor.

“Nearly all of (European)
mediveal art depict saints or Jesus
and are used as altar — pieces or
some other church decoration,” he
said.

Among the spiritual beings
reflected in African art that are fea-
tured in Poynor’'s book are little
carved figures called “ibeji,” the
Yoruba word for “twin.” The Yoru-
ba people treat twins in a ritualistic
way because they are considered to
be spiritual beings. Twins are often
born prematurely, with low birth
weights, resulting in high mortality
rates, Poynor said.

The Yourba believe the souls of |

twins are connected and the spirit
of the dead twin will try to lure the
spirit of the living twin into the

spirit world, so people often makea |

small wooden sculpture to repre-
sent the deceased twin and do
everything for it that is done for the
living twin, including taking it to
market, bathing it and singing to it,
he said.

The collection of African art
assembled at the Samuel P. Harn
Museum of Art in Gainesville has
been touring selected Southern
cities. — UF Feature

Seated female figure from the
Ivory Coast.

Payments wind down
in Rosewood tragedy

By ADAM YEOMANS
The Associated Press

TALLAHASSEE — A year after
Florida lawmakers agreed to repay
survivors and descendants of the
Rosewood massacre 72 years ago,
the state is preparing towrap up its
efforts.

Between 60 and 70 descendants
of families that lost property in the
Black community after a racist
mob’s murderous rampage will
share $500,000 set aside by the
Legislature, officials said.

Nine elderly survivors have
already received $150,000 apiece
from the state at the beginning of
the year. Since then, the attorney
general's civil rights office has
spent months poring over records
and checking out hundreds of
claims from people who said their
families were driven from Rosew-
ood by several days of violence that
started on New Year's Day 1923.

“We probably were dealing with
more than 1,000 names in the fam-
ily trees,” said Gregory Durden,
chief of the attorney general’s civil
rights office. “We never anticipated
it was going to be this involved.”

Rosewood's demise began when
a group of Whites frustrated after
an unsuccessful search for a Black
man accused of assaulting a White
woman destroyed almost every
building in the community of
about 120 people.

Descendants verified by the

attorney general's office will
receive anywhere from $145 to
$5,000 each under the property
compensation plan, said Guy
David Robinson, an assistant
attorney general. The claims cover
18 families who lost property in
Rosewood after the violence.

Arnett Doctor, 52, who has rep-
resented the Rosewood families in
the legislative proceedings and
compensation program, said he
doesn’t yet know how much he or
the others will receive. He is the
great-grandson of Sarah Carrier,
who was killed during the violence.

“There is a wide range of reac-
tions to the length of time it has
taken,” he said. “Some people are,
quite frankly, a little upset. Others
are a little skeptical. I am cautious-
ly optimistic the attorney general
will expedite it and do that which is
right.”

Today's survivors were children
when Rosewood was wiped out.
Most kept the memories of vio-
lence, gunshots and burning
houses to themselves — until they
began speaking out in the early
1980s.

Survivors received $1.5 million,
while the balance was earmarked
for families that lost property.

Today, the only reminders of the
community are small roadside
signs on either side of State Road
24 between Gainesville and Cedar
Key.
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News in Brief

(A weekly digest of the news
about race relations in America
compiled from dispatches by The
Associated Press.)

Arkansas

B LITTLE ROCK Henri
Smothers has one year left in the
Jaycees and she plans to make the
most of it. She was elected May 20
as president of the Arkansas Jay-
cees — the first woman and first
Black to hold the office.

California

M SANTA ANA — A cafeteria brawl
between White and Black students
at a suburban high school two
weeks ago was being investigated
as a hate crime, the Orange County
Sheriff's Department said. A Black
student got a small cut under his
right eye when he was hit by a soda
can in the fight at Aliso Niguel High
School.

Colorado

B DENVER — One in four compa-
nies enrolled in the city’s non-
White contracting program since
the mid-1980s stands on its own
today without help from the gov-
ernment, according to the Rocky
Mountain News. Thirty-one of 34

“chocolate cupcake” by a White
male sergeant during aroll call, the
suit alleges.

Massachusetts

B BOSTON — A long-time leader of
the Ku Klux Klan in Pennsylvania
was sentenced to 25 months in
prison for interfering in an investi-
gation of neo-Naziskinheads in the
Brockton area. Roy Frankhauser,
55, of Reading, PA, is the head of
the Pale Riders faction of the KKK,
according to U.S. Attorney Donald
Stern. U.S. District Court Judge
Patti Saris, in imposing the sen-
tence on Thursday, ordered Frank-
hauser to serve three years of
supervised release upon his
release from prison. He also was
fined $1,000.

Mississippi

B PASCAGOULA — Two adults
and a teen-ager were held for
allegedly burning a cross in the
yard of a house in the Helena com-
munity of Jackson County. Police
said the three were arrested May
21 after lawmen found a chainsaw,
camera and landscaping timbers
at a home in Helena where one of
the suspects was visiting. Police

charged William Morris Joiner, 21,
and Keith Allen Franklin. 24, both

Powell won’t
rule out a
political bid

DALLAS (AP) — Gen. Colin Pow-
ell, former chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, says he may consid-
er politics after he's finished writ-
ing his memoirs.

“At the moment I'm really just
trying to finish my memoirs. After
those memoirs are done, then I will
make some choices about my
future. I want to do something
that's in service to the nation.
Whether it's an appointed office or
charitable work or educational
work, I don't know. Perhaps it will
be in politics,” Powell said May 22
in response to an audience ques-
tion after he addressed the annual
convention of the Video Software
Dealers Association.

He said he had set politics aside
while in the military, adding, “But
now that I'm no longer a soldier I'm
developing a political philosophy
and trying to see what I feel about
politics. At the momentIdon’t have
a passion for politics, 1 don't feel a
calling for politics.”

“I'm not ruling it out. The only
thing I can say is that I'm going to
do something that will be in service
to the country to try to help make
this an even greater country than it
is now. Just keep watching; I'll be
out there somewhere,” he said.

During his speech, Powell
talked about the Persian Gulf war,
his adjustment to retirement and
recent changes in military strategy
to adapt to the changing world.

COLIN POWELL
middle of the day. I'm kind of
appalled at the way in which we are
taking demented people and using
them for voyeuristic entertain-
ment,” Powell said.

“l don't blame producers as
much as I blame ourselves for look-
ing at this and tolerating it. I think
we have to speak out a little bit
more.”

Hotline tracks
militia groups

MONTGOMERY, Ala. (AP) — A
new report by the Southern Pover-
ty Law Center on the spread of mili-
tias includes a telephone “hotline”
created to track the groups
nationwide.

The report released late last
mgpth says at least 224 private

mmmndle e 1 OO

MLK commission
is to be disbanded

ATLANTA, GA (AP) — Eleven
years after being created to prom-
ote a national holiday to honor the
slain civil-rights leader, the Martin
Luther King Jr. Federal Holiday
Commission will be disbanded,
saving taxpayers up to $300,000 a
year.

The 40-member commission
made the decision last Tuesday
and will phase out its operations by
September, next year, said mem-
ber Richard Kimberly.

“The feeling is that, at a time of
budget crunches, this will ulti-
mately turn over more federal dol-
lars to the federal government,”
Kimberly said.

The move, however, comes just
four months after King's widow,
Coretta Scott King, asked the fed-
eral agency to stop using King's
image to promote the holiday. She
also played a key role in the push to
abolish the commission.

The resolution was introduced
by the commission's operations
committee, headed by Mrs. King.
Dexter King, her son and head of
the King Center, also is a commit-
tee member.

In January, Mrs. King sent a
memo to the commission, which
received $300,000 from Congress
in 1994, asking it not to use King's
image or likeness until next year,
because it could hamper the King
Center's fund-raising efforts. She
said corporate donors often mista-

MARTIN LUTHER KING Jr.: Birth
date now a national holiday

There are at least 35 state and
local commissions nationwide.

Federal records show that the
national commission’s fund-
raising efforts are modest; it raised
$34,163 in contributions in 1993.

Congress established the com-
mission in 1984 to encourage the
observance of King's birth date,
which became a national holiday in
1986. Last year, President Clinton
signed into law an act that author-
ized the commission through April
1999.

Others on the commission
include U.S. Interior Secretary
Bruce Babbitt, entertainer Stevie
Wonder and U.S. Sen. Ernest Holl-
ings, D-S.C.
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FYI, the attached was placed into Lotus Notes today, per the AG.

Congratulations to you, Guy and Frank....
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AUTHOR: Tom Hillstrom

suBJEcT: New Book Profiles Our Work In Rosewood Case

MESSAGE:

A new book by a major New York publisher profiles in detail the work of several AG staffers in the
Rosewood case in carrying out our dual roles: performing our duty of providing professional
advocacy for the State during the 1994 claims bill process and administering the dispersal of some
$2 million to claimants following legislative action.

Entitled Like Judgment Day, the work by Virginia writer Michael D'Orso chronicles the claims bill
filed on behalf of former residents of the village of Rosewood in Levy County who told of losing
their homes and land as a result of racially motivated mob violence more than 70 years earlier.
The bill also sought compensation for the descendants of former Rosewood residents, some of
whom lost their lives.

The author describes how Jim Peters of our Civil Litigation section had only 10 days to prepare
when given the assignment of providing advocacy at a hearing before a legislative special master,.
The author details the professionalism with which Jim provided representation, prompting even
opposing counsel to state: "Now here's a real lawyer."

Throughout the process, the author relates, Jim demonstrated great deference and courtesy to the
claimants, most of whom were very elderly, even paying a courtesy call on them at their hotel, and
at the same time provided the type of vigorous representation he had previously demonstrated in
such complex cases as the Costello prison litigation.

In one instance, the book states, Jim rushed to Levy county for a video affidavit with an elderly
potential witness. A notary public was needed. Jim criss-crossed the rural county searching for
one, finally locating one at a phosphate mine. The problem was, however, she had just left work.
Jim, who once raced sports cars, "asked what Kind of car she was driving, which direction she'd
gone, then he shot back on to Route 19, raced south, spotted the woman’s car up ahead, pulled
alongside and waved her over,” the book states. Ten minutes later the video camera was rolling.

Once the claims legislation was signed into law, the awesome task of administering it fell to our
Office of Civil Right s, under the direction of Greg Durden. The assignment: locate as many
eligible citizens as possible, verify all claims and disperse the approximately $2 million. This
meant identifying members of two groups: individuals still living who had been residents of
Rosewood in 1923 and descendants of those who had lost their land there at that time.

The author chronicles the extraordinary efforts by the unit to meet these objectives, detailing in
particular the work of Assistant Attorney General Guy David Robinson and Investigator Frank
Beisler. The book includes brief personal profiles of each, including Guy's background as a
running back at the University of Alabama and Frank’s background as a Marine, police SWAT
training officer and son of a professional hockey player. The book notes the enormous demands
- placed on Greg and members of the unit merely to assemble and read the huge paper files in the

case. Calls from potential claimants - and news media - came literally from arcund the world,
including Japan, France, Australia and England. Z

-

"Durden’s office would up mailing out more than 400 applications to possible property claimants,"




the author writes. "Follow-up correspondence with each of them began filling the drawers and
shelves of Robinson’s office, hundreds of letters and documents mailed back from dozens of
families, any piece of paper anyone could find that might boost their connection to Rosewood.
Robinson and Beisler began drawing family-trees. When the limbs outgrew their desks, they
began taping them up on the wall. It wasn't long before the wall was covered, floor to ceiling,
plastered with paper, more than 1,300 names...."

The 373-page hardcover book is published by G.P. Putnam’s Sons (ISBN 0-399-14147-2). It retails
for $27.50.
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FOR TMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: (reg|Durden, Chief,
' Office of Civil Rights, Attorney
General's Office, 305-985-4445 or
Lucius Gantt,| All World Consultants,
004-222~3475
C1ViL RICHTS OFFICE BEGINS ROSEWOOD COMPENSATION EFEORTS

i
HOLLYWOOD, Florida--Crcg Durden, Chief of the Florida Attornky Cencral's Civil

Rights Office, has announced efforts to locatc survivors of the 1923 Rosewood

massacrce in order to determine who will éet a share of $2 million in compensation

for the racial violence that destroyed the Black community that wps once a prospetrous

settlement in Levy County. :
"The Office of Civil Rights is trying to develop a claime prpecess that 1s as

simple ac possible, while at the same time ensuring claiments recplve just

compensation,”" Durden, an African-American attorney said, "It is fthis office's hope

that the Rosewood Bill will restore some measurc of dignity to the victims of the
incident." ;

African-American familics who can demenatrate real and persohal property
damages rvesulting from the destruction of Rosewcod, or sny Afric&L-American resident
from Rosewood who was living on May 5, 1994, and who was present hnd affectad by
the violence that took place at Rosewood, and was evacuated the ﬁeek of January 1,
1923, may file a claim for compensation with the Office of the Atﬁorney General.

All claims must be submitted by December 31, 1994. Failurc to cquly with the
December 31, 1994 deadline shall preclude eligible individuals fﬁom recelving
compensation. E

All claims must be made by mailing your full legal name, so%ial security
number, date of birth, current address, and phone number to the ittention of:

Gregory Durden, Chicf of Civil Rights, Offdce of the Attorney Gegcral, 400 Rollywaod
Boulevard, Suite 505 South, Nollywond, Florida 33021. Claimants 4re advised that

proof of eligibllity and proof of the extent of their damages will be requested and
required at a later date. Final eligibility will be determined bﬁ the office of the
Attorney General in accordance with Committecc Substitute for Floﬁida House Bill

591. Any person or persons who willingly submit a claim that theJ know to be false

or who prepares froudulent documents in furtherance of their ¢laim in an attempt to
defraud will be prosecutcd and may be subject to fines and/or a ﬁerﬁod of imprisonment.

"Cracial Intetest Consultation in All Matters of Congsoauance” |
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Rosewood 2-2-2~2
On the first day of 1923, a group of white racists want on % violant rampage

after they failed to locate & Black man accused of aésaulting a white woman. The

whitee burned virtually every home and busincss owned £y Blacks to the ground in

the Black necighborhood located about nine miles from Cedar Key.
At least six Blacks and two whites were killed,

The ¢laime law pacscd by the legislaturc provides for a $2 million fund to

pay up to $150,000 each to survivors of Rosewood and $500,000 to |reimburse families
who losat property and $100,000 a year for college scholarships f?t Rosewood family
descendants and other members of minority groups. :
Persons identified by CS/HR 591 who deserve compensation indlude Minnile Lee
Langlecy, age 80, Arnett Goins, 80, Wilson Hall, 79, and Willie Eéana, 86. There
may be at least éeven others who survived Rosewood and who are sdill living,
"Though recognition of the victims of Roscwood and compcnsaéion has becen a
long time coming, the "Roscwood Family' can now see the light at [the end of the
tunnal", Durden explained, "We intend to make the resolution of éhis bill 8 top
prioritys"
In 1991, thc Florida Legisalture passed a bill that crcated the Office of Civil
Rights in the Attorney General's office.
The Civil Rights Office can bring civil or administrative a&tions for damages

and for injunctive relief or other appropriate relief for violatione of the rights

so secured. Such actions are to br brought in the name of the stéte and may be brought
|

on behalf of the injured person.
All residents of Florida who bhelieve that they have been a \%ictim of civil
rights viclations are ancouraged to contact tha Office of Civil Rights in the Florida

Attorney General's Office.
#4444
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FOR TMMEDIATE RELEASL Contact: (Oreg|Durden, Chief,
f Office of Civil Rights, Attorney

General's Office, 305-985-4445 or
Lucius Gantt,|All World Consultants,
004-222~3475

C1vViL RICHTS OFFICE BEGINS ROSEWOOD COMPENSATION EF#ORTS

I
HOLLYWOOD, Florida--Crcg Durden, Chief of the Florida Attorney Cencral's Civil

Rights Office, has announced efforts to locatc survivors of the 1923 Rosewood

wagsacre in order to determine who will éet a share of $2 million in compensation

for the raclal violence that destroyed the Black community that wps once a prosperoua

settlement in Levy County. ‘
"The Office of Civil Rights 1s trying to develop a claima prpcess that 1s as

simplc ac possible, while at the same time ensuring claiments recpive just

compensation,” Durden, an African-American attorney said. "It is this office's hope

that the NRosewood Bill will restore some measurc of dignity to the victims of the
incident." i

African-American familics who can demonetrate real and persohal property
damages rvesulting from the destruction of Rosewood, or any Africa%-American resident
from Rosewood who was living on May 5, 1994, and who was present End affectad by
the violence that took place at Rosewonod, and was evacuated the chk of January 1,
1923, may file a claim for compensation with the Office of the At&orney General,
All claims must be submitted by December 31, 1994. Failurc to comply with the
December 31, 1994 deadline shall preclude eligible individuals f%om recelving

compensation. .
All claims must be made by mailing your full legal name, eo%ial security

number, date of birth, current address, and phone number to the dttention oft

Gregory Durden, Chicf of Civil Rights, Office of the Attorney Ceécral, 400 Hollywood

Boulcvard, Suite 505 South, Nollywond, Florida 33021. Claimants 4re advisad that

proof ol eligiblllity and proof of the extent of their damages wiil be requested and

required at a later date. Final eligibility will be determined bﬁ the office of the

Attorney General in accordance with Committcc Substitute for Floﬁida House Bill

591. Any person or persons who willingly submit a claim that the? know to be false

or who prepares fraoudulent documents in furtherance of their cla’m in an attempt to

defrand will be prosccutcd and may be subject to fines and/or a ﬁerﬂod of imprisonment.

"Special Interest Consultation in All Matters of Consequence” |
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Rosewood 2-2=-2~2
On the first day of 1923, a group of white racists want on 4 violent rampage
after they failed to locate a Black man accused of assaulting a thte woman. The
whitee burned virtually every home and businecss owned by Blacks qo the ground in
the Black ncighborhood located about nine miles from Cedar Key. !
At least six Blacks and two whites were killed. }
The c¢laims law pasced by the legislaturc provides for a §2 4illion fund to
pay up to $150,000 each to survivors of Rosewood and $500,000 to!reimburse families
who loat property and $100,000 a year for college scholarships fér Rosewood family
descendants and other members of minority groups. 5
Persons identificd by CS/HR 591 who deserve compensation include Minnie Lee
Langley, age 80, Arnett Goins, 80, Wilson Hall, 79, and Willie Eﬁann, 86. There
may be at lecast seven others who survived Rosewood and who are sﬁill living,
"Though rccognition of the victims of Roscwood and compcnsaﬁion has becen a

long time coming, the "Roscwood Family' can now see the light atithc end of the

!
tunnal", Durden explained, "We intend to make the resolution of qhia bill 8 top
|

priority;" !
In 1991, the Florida Legisalture passed a bill that crcatcd!thc Officc of Civil
Rights in the Attorney General's office. | l
The Civil Rights Office can bring civil or administrative aétions for damages

and for injunctive relief or other appropriate relief for violations of the rights

so secured. Such actions are to br brought in the name of the etéte and may be brought
I

on behalf of the injured person.
All residents of Florida who believe that they have been a Jiccim of civil
rightr vieolations are encouraged to contact tha Office of Civil Rights in the Florida

Attorney General's Office.
## 44 #
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- State begins verification
~f Rosewood survivors

By ADAM YEOMANS

Associated Press

TALLAHASSEE — The legis-
lative battle over Rosewood is fin-
ished, but the work is just begin-
ning to determine whether those
who say they fled a white mob that
destroyed the black settlement 71
years ago actually lived there.

members of minority groups.

The law says those seeking
payments must provide ‘‘reason-
able proof of eligibility.”

It says Minnie Lee Langley,
80, Arnett Goins, 80, Wilson Hall,
79, and Willie Evans, 86, should
receive $150,000 each because
their testimony during the legisla-

tive hearings proved they were
present when Rosewood was
wiped out.

Durden said he plans to release
a notice for prospective applicants
in June. The deadline to apply for
compensation is Dec. 31, 1994.

He said he is reviewing docu-
ments and testimony.

At least eight survivors have
been identified, including four who
were named as deserving of pay-
ments in the unprecedented $2.1=
million compensation bill that took
effect last week.

An undetermined number of

Nt
3

others are expected to apply for \
compensation. %Q .
The Attorney General’s Office, Q 4-Florida/Metro
which defended the state during
legislative hearings into the Rose- THE TAMPA TRIBUNE

wood massacre, was given the job
of putting together the process to
verify the survivors who are eligi-
ble for payments.

_The state wants to ensure only
1’ with legitimate claims re-
ce. ... the money, but officials want
to move as quickly as possible.
Many of the survivors are in their
80s and some have health prob-
lems.

“We’re going to make this is-
sue a top priority,” said Greg Dur-
den, chief of the attorney general’s
civil rights office, which is handling
the compensation.

On New Year’s Day 1923,
white people went on a rampage
after an unsuccessful search for a
black man accused of assaulting a
white woman. A posse turned into
a mob that burned virtually every
house and building in the communi-

FLORIDA

BROWARD |
H Boy’s art going to Mars

FORT LAUDERDALE — A lg-
year-old boy’s imagination bought his
art a ticket to Mars. :

A drawing by sixth-grader Carlltqs
Cruz was accepted to ride _later this
year on an unmanned Russian space
mission to the red planet, where it
will be left in a time capsule along
with other works chosen in an inter-
national contest.

ty of about 120 residents. Get The artworks wmat::i ‘;::t%l:!aM(;?-s ign-up
The law establishes a $1.5-mil- fora ROL} ‘;::,?:;e;cgis:xpmrers_ Carlitoss @ free
lion fund to pay up to $150,000 John for fu Anminta tmmmewvxe o Wartng for

you zfmutri/gil_sterfl. But it won’t be waiting long.

Come in today. 1-800-321-THIN®
nutri/system-

featuring programs from Mmc’”j‘gogwmn

HEALTII. MANAGEMENT

apiece to people who prove they
lived in Rosewood in January 1923
and fled the violence that left at
least six black people and two
white people dead.

It also provides $500,000 to
reimburse residents whose fami-
lies lost property during the vio-
len~"ind $100,000 a year for
co. scholarships for Rosewood
family descendants and other

Weekly visits required. Participating centers only. Offer expires 5-11-94
68815
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Rosewood
‘descendant:
“want money

State says lineage checl
caused payment delay

£ 4R
The Associated Press

TALLAHASSEE — Length
delays in compensating the d
scendants of the Rosewood ma:

' sacre are starting to fray th
nerves of some family member:

Attorney General Bob Butter
worth was enlisted last week t

~-help referee a squabble over pay
-ments to descendants of familie
- who lost property after a racis
. mob wiped out the black commu
nity near Gainesville more thaj
72 years ago.

The attorney general’s office i
trying to wrap up a program {«
reimburse descendants up tc
$500,000. The money is part of ¢
$2 million package approvec
more than a year ago by legisla-
tors for survivors and
descendants.

Rosewood was destroyed in
January 1923 when a group of

. whites, angry after an unsuccess-
ful search for a black man ac-
cused of assaulting a white wom-
an, destroyed almost every
building in the community of
about 120 people. At least six
blacks and two whites died.

On Friday, representatives of
descendants issued a news re-
lease that accused the attorney
general’s office of dragging its
feet in approving payments. It
also accused the state of planning
to pay less than half of the
.$500,000 to descendants.

Gregory Durden, the chief of
the attorney general’s civil rights
+ office, said the investigation into
family lineages to ensure appli-
, cants are eligible for compensa-
tion has been in depth and
complex.

Durden had hoped to conclude
the process, which included

. checking out more than 1,000 in-

. dividuals, by early June. But the
number of potential descendants
increased
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From the Des. .f...

GUY DAVID ROBINSON
Assistant Attorney General

ROBERT A. BUTTERWORTH
Attorney General
State of Florida

MISCELLANEOUS ARTICLES
With no dates and/or
newspaper .names



(ONA TIMES

“The Ofyﬁz\m Times

June 9-15, 199

: \ ¥4

Arnett Goins, President Rosewood Advisory Committee address Florida Black Caucus, Gov. Chiles and Lt.
Gov. Buddy McKay at Rosewood Bill Signing Ceremony at the Old Capitol.

State Civil Rights Office Begins
Rosewood Compensation Efforts

HOLLYWOOD — Greg Durden, Chief of the
Florida Attorney General’s Civil Rights Office, has
announced efforts to locate survivors of the 1923
Rosewood massacre in order to determine who will get
a share of $2 million in compensation for the racial
violence that destroyed the Black community that was
once a prosperous settlement in Levy County.

“The Office of Civil Rights is trying to develop a
claims process that is as simple as possible, while at
the same time ensuring claimants receive just compen-
sation,” Durden, an African-American attorney, said.
“It is this office’s hope that the Rosewood Bill will
restore some measure of dignity to the victims of the
incident.”

African-American families who can demonstrate
real and personal property damages resulting from the
destruction of Rosewood, or any African-American
resident from Rosewood who was living on May 5,
1994, and who was present and affected by the vio-
lence that took place at Rosewood, and was evacuated
the week of Jan. 1, 1923, may file a claim for compen-
sation with the Office of the Attorney General. All
claims must be submitted by Dec. 31, 1994. Failure to
comply with the Dec. 31, 1994 deadline shall preclude
eligible individuals from receiving compensation.

All claims must be made by mailing your full legal
name, social security number, date of birth, current
address, and phone number to the attention of: Greg
Durden, Chief of Civil Rights, Office of the Attorney
General, 400 Hollywood Blvd., Suite 505 So.,
Hollywood, FL 33021.

Claimants are advised that proof of eligibility and
proof of the extent of their damages will be requested
and required at a later date. Final eligibility will be
determined by the office of the Attorney General in
accordance with Committee Substitute for Florida
House Bill 591. Any person or persons who willingly
submit a claim that they know to be false or who pre-
} ~ares fraudulent documents in furtherance of their

claim in an attempt to defraud will be prosecutéd and
may be subject to fines and/or a period of imprison-
ment. :

On the first day of 1923, a group of white racists
went on a violent rampage after they failed to locate a
Black man accused of assaulting a white woman. The
whites burned virtually every home and business
owned by Blacks to the ground in the Black neighbor-
hood located about nine miles from Cedar Key.

At least six Blacks and two whites were killed.

The claims law passed by the Legislature provides
for a $2 million fund to pay up to $150,000 each to sur-
vivors of Rosewood and $500,000 to reimburse fami-
lies who lost property and $100,000 a year for college
scholarships for Rosewood family descendants and
other members of minority groups.

Persons identified by CS/HB 591 who deserve com-
pensation include Minnie Lee Langley, age 80; Amett
Goins, 80; Wilson Hall, 79; and Willie Evans, 86.
There may be at least seven others who survived
Rosewood and who are still living.

“Though recognition of the victims of Rosewood
and compensation has been a long time coming, the
‘Rosewood family’ can now see the light at the end of
the tunnel,” Durden explained. “We intend to make the
resolution of this bill a top priority.”

In 1991, the Florida Legislature passed a bill that
created the Office of Civil Rights in the Attorney
General’s Office. :

The Civil Rights Office can bring civil or adminis-
trative actions for damages and for injunctive relief or
other appropriate relief for violations of the rights so
secured. Such actions are to be brought in the name of
the state and may be brought on behalf of the injured
person.

All residents of Florida who believe that they have
been a victim of civil rights violations are encouraged
to contact the Office of Civil Rights in the Florida
Attorney General’s Office.




Lawmakers In Gear For Hot
Political Health Care Plan Debate

TALLAHASSEE (AP) — The Washington because Medicaid is a the fee caps.

state Senate is still split 20-20 joint federal-state program and
- ~nA  Tlarida hac tn Lick in onlv 45 cents Democratic majority, passed a ver-
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.S_t'ory of racist violence to be book, film

B)rAlhmYeotmns
mmness

o ‘I'ahlnssee Forsnmvorsand
duemdanuafkmwood the gnaw-
‘c:igmmot‘mxtmlencethnt

ped out the tiny black settlement 72 :

years ago are finally being soothed.

Hanyurealmlencher now that
thdthaswmpedupnsSZmﬂhnn
program o compensate nine Rose-
woodsmﬁvarsanduveruldnmde-
soeudantsuftam;hes who Iost prop-
elv Ty b N
;..'l‘beyhnvethesausfacﬂonofkmw-
ing what happened to Rosewood is no
longer a dark secret for a few survi-
vars who were children when they fled
ﬂldrhnmesi‘n.lanmryl923 ;

> When family members gather for
; ﬂ:mmmnerreunmnlatertlnsyw,

ﬂ:eycamlnokaheadknumngthestory‘

has been told.
“It should be behind us by that

time. We should be able to move on °

with our lives,”. said Arnett Doctor,
whose great-grandmether was killed

by members of & white mob that.

burned almost every building and

dmvefnmﬂles&ommdrhomesmme
community east of Cedar Key.

But, even with the paymeants, the .

saga of Rosewood is far from over. In
the works are a book, a motion picture
dealandapermanentmemmal

"The violence began on New Year’s

Day when whites, angry after a fruit- *
less search for a black man accused of .
. attacking a white woman, rampaged
* through the community of about 120

people. Alleaststxblacksandtwa

‘whites died. -

Inl982,GaryHoore,ﬂtenareport-

er for the St. Petersburg Times, wrote -

about Rosewood, sparking interest
that smoldered over the pext decade

_ until it ignited. Rlderty survivors, one

byome.beganspeelungoutaboutthn
incident. - .

State lawmakers passedapreoe—
dent-setting compensation ' plam -in
1994, They agreed government au-
thorities had failed to maintain law
a:dorderandpromctl!osewoodsres-
1dents.

received 3150000 apmce tmm tbe
mm e .

g

3 vesngam

As a result, nine e!derly SUrvivors - ceived

general’s office to sort through hun- -
. dreds of claims from peaple whe say

their families lost property. The Legis- .}

lature approved $500,000 to be paid o
the survivors and descendants, -

“I've handled a lot of different
cases in my life. I have never had as’

'.dﬂﬁcultaumeasRmewnudarmeu

rewarding either,” said Gregory Dur- .-
den, chief of the attorney genu‘al's ciy-"-
il rights office.

To determine who had legmmme'
claims, assistant Attorney Gemeral -
Guy David Robinson and investigator .
Frank Beisler conducted thetrownm—
R 4 r./

Robinson created a ° family u’ee”
of 18 families who owned property in
Rosewood and weat through the pains-" -

taking process of identifying descen- -

dants. The chart covering a wall in the
attorpey generzl's Hollywood: nﬂic_e

/ oontamsmnrethanl..%ﬂ()uames.

- Investigator Beisler found Le\ry
County records from the 1920s stored
in an old school bus barn. Pages crum-
bled when he turned them. -

Between 60 and 70 descendants re-.
shares of the $500,000 in
amounts ranging fiom $145 to $s 000,

Durd sal:l

Compensated Rosewood SUrvivors leave past | behi

Butntookmonﬂ:sfurthe attomey ;

© With the state’s role over, Rose-
“wood takes on a new dimension.’

" Greg Galloway, an entertainment
lawyermOrIandowhoreprwents the
Rosewood families in the film deal,

said be believed Rosewood offered 2 i
compelhngtalethatwotﬂdu'amlahe }

eamlvtotheblgscan

“ *The state pays damages for a -
race-hmdhatecnme.'[hat’snevm' S

happened in this coumtry,” he said.
“It’s an opportuaity for filmgoers to
_see what Rosewood was — a relatively

‘prosperous black commumity in the
Sclutll.

A promineut Hollywood prodncer?.-

pimstomakemeﬁlm but the movie
-maker doesn’t want details of the pro-
ject released at this time, 3aid Ga]
loway.

D'Orso is wrappmg up a bock to be
pubhshed in early 1996 with the work-
! ing title, “And God Was All Around
Us: The Story of the Rosem)od Mas-
sacre.”

Doctor has plans te atabhsha me-
morial at the site where the communi-
ty existed.

“I'm committed to showing the
best light on Rosewood that we can
possibly bring to bear,” he said.

In Notfolk Va., author Mike

- .A

ANy

‘Painstaking research: Attomey Grég—

ory Durden (left) and Guy David REbm—

. REGION N BRIEF ]
Key West mayor,




. will be very good along the entire 156-mile coast of
sr Brevard and Volusia counties,’ says Tony Howell, a _
rine Patrol officer hased in Titusvnlle i

PHIL LONG / ForThe Herald
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JY LEWIS,
ted Casinos

it support

nt giant
s adverse
area has
1d we are
10s on the

‘Orlando in almost every area,’

“casmos

She sald the firm had not decided how
much to chip in, but when the casino gam-
bling issue came up four years ago, Disney
put up $50,000, said John Sowmskx spokes-

~man orNo Casmos

Randy Lewis, spokesman for Limited
Casinos, the organization promoting passage
of the referendum disagrees with Disney.

*“That is kind ofmterestmg coming from a
county that is getting severely beaten by an
area primarily known for gaming,” Lewis
said. “Right now, Las Vegas has surpassed
* Lewis said.

Las Vegas has more hotel rooms at a lower
average cost' than Orlando, -Lewis said.
“Orlando and every other city in the state
needs to face reality,” Lewis said. * ‘Gaming
cities are now America's hottest vacauon
destinations, and Florida must compete.”

Lewis said tourism is down in Orlando
and other Florida cities because of crime, the
economy and a “‘been-there, done-that™ atti-
tude among potential visitors.

rtle recommended

TALLAHASSEE — (AP) —

“The Florida attorney general’s

office said Wednesday it wants to
J)edxte payments to several
erly survivors of the racial
vrolenoe that wiped out the black

‘community of Rosewood 71
© years ago.

Advocates for Rosewood’s sur-
vivors have been urging a fast
payout because they fear benefi-
ciaries of a $2 million compensa-
tion plan might die if they have
to wait for the official deadline at
the end of the year.

“I just don t see this happening
fast enough,” said Arett Doctor,
chairman of the Rosewood Fam-
ily Advisory Committee. “What
we are afraid of, they might very
well pass on without receiving
the benefit of the legislation that
the governor signed.”

Guy David Robinson, an assis-
tant attorney general working on
the claims process, said the office
is seeking immediate partial pay-
ments of $50,000 to each of four
elderly survivors named- in the
claims bill. They would get the
rest of the money later.

The bill says Minnie. Lee Lang-
ley, 81; Arnett Goins, 80; Wilson
Hall, 79 and Willie Evans, 86,
should receive $150,000 apiece
because their testimony proved

“-they were "present when Rose-
wood was wiped out.

- “That’s been a concern’ from
the beginning,” Robinson said.
“These people are up in age. We
would like f%r them to enjoy the
benefit of the legislation.”

The attorney general’s office is
responsible ‘for verifying appli-
cants seeking -payments - under
the claims bill, while the comp-
troller’s office issues.the checks.
The official deadline for appli-

.cants is Dec. 31, 1994.

Officials in both agencies are
working out the details of the
expedited payments. Robinson
said the attorney general’s office
the money

hoped to have

- burned down

“OL4LE 10™ES T0 TusSh -
payments for a gmg
Rosewood surv1vors

Ea]
1§
K]

P

released by the month’s end

“We’re moving toward getting
that accomplished,” he said “At
this point, it appears things are’
going along smoothly.”

Lee Ruth Davis, an elderly sur-
vivor who first sought compensa-
tion in 1993, died before state
lawmakers passed the claims bill
earlier this year.

On New Year’s Day 1923, a
group of whites went on a ram-
page after an unsuccessfui search
for a -black man accused df
assaulting a white woman. A
posse turned into a mob that
virtually every
house and building in the com-
munity of about 120 residents
nine miles east of Cedar Key. -

At least six blacks and two
whites died.

The Legislature passed the
compensation plan after a major-
ity of lawmakers decided law-en-
forcement authorities failed tp
stop the violence at Rosewood
despite reports that it was out of
control. L

A feature film about the Rose-
wood massacre is in the works,
but details of the project are
being negotiated, said Greg Gal-
loway, an attorney working on
the deal for the survivors and
descendants. : i

‘The claims bill ‘created two
ways to provide payments — one
for people who fled the violence
and another-for descendants of
‘black - families who lost thexr
property.

The largest amount of money
allocates %l 5 million for survi-
vors who fled with their famrhes
Survivors whose account is veri-
fied are eligible for up to
$150,000 each.

A smaller part of the compen-
sation provides
reimburse residents whose fami-
lies lost homes and land. About
20 te: 25 famllxes lived in the
commumty in 1923.

Water tax rate unlikely to 'change"

Residents in a 16-county area
in South Florida will not see a
tax-rate increase from South
Florida’s water managers under a
budget they have tentatively

approved.
Members of the South Florida
Water Management District

Almost $10 of that would go to
Everglades restoration, and resi-
dents would see the amount des-
rgnated under “Everglades con-
struction project.” Although the
restoration tax is not new, this is
the first year the water district
will be required to list it sepa-

$500,000 to ..
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The story has been told,
and the last payments to
survivors and
descendants are expected
to be made in the next
week or two.

By Adam Yeomans
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

For survivors and descendants
of Rosewood, the gnawing memo-
ries of the racist violence that
wiped out the tiny black settlement
72 years ago are finally being
soothed.

Many will be richer after the
state wraps up its $2-million pro-
gram to compensate nine Rose-
wood survivors and several dozen
descendants of families who lost
property. The last payments are
expected to be made in the next
week or two.

All have the satisfaction of

"vknowing that what happened to

Rosewood is no longer a dark se-
cret for a few survivors who were

w children when they fled their
I~ homes during the first week of Jan-
FLuary 1923.

.
»

-

‘We should be able to move

‘~on with our lives’

o
.

'

When family members gather

;: for their summer Treunion later this

’
>

year, they can look ahead, knowing
the story has been told.

“It should be behind us by that
time. We should be able to move on
with our lives,” said Arnett Doctor,
whose great-grandmother was Killed
by members of a white mob that
burned almost every building and

“drove families from their homes in

the community east of Cedar Key.

Even with the payments, the
saga of Rosewood is far from over.

In the works are a book, a mo-
tion-picture deal and a permanent
memorial where the hamlet once
existed.

The violence began on New
Year's Day and escalated when a
group of whites, angry after a fruit-
less search for a black man accused
of attacking a white woman, ram-
paged through the community of
about 120 people. At least Six blacks
and two whites died.

In 1982, Gary Moore, then a re
porter for the St Petersburg
Times, wrote about Rosewood,

ROSEWOOD MASSACRE
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DANIEL PORTNOY/The Associated Press

Gregory Durden, left, chief of the attorney general’s civil-rights
office, and Assistant Attorney General Guy David Robinson sit with

their Rosewood family tree.

sparking interest that smoldered
over the next decade. It finally ig-
nited when elderly survivors, one
by one, began speaking out about
the incident, which had faded from
public memory.

State lawmakers passed a prec-
edent-setting compensation plan in
1994. They agreed that government
authorities had failed to maintain
law and order and protect Rose-
wood’s residents.

As a result, nine elderly survi-
vors received $150,000 apiece from
the state.

But it has taken months for the
attorney general’s office to sort
through hundreds of claims from
people who say their families lost
property. The Legislature ap-
proved $500,000 to be paid to the

Rosewood
descendants.

“I've handled a lot of different
cases in my life. I have never had
as difficult a time as Rosewood or
one as rewarding either,” said
Gregory Durden, chief of the attor-
ney general’s civil-rights office.

To determine who had legiti-
mate claims to the money, assis-
tant Attorney General Guy David
Robinson and investigator Frank
Beisler conducted their own
investigation.

It followed in-depth probes by
Moore and then a group of univer-
sity researchers, as well a review
by the attorney general’s office,
which originally represented the

survivors and

.state in opposing the claims bill

last year.

-

Robinson created a “family
tree” of 18 families who owned
property in Rosewood and went
through the painstaking process of
identifying descendants. The chart;
covering a wall in the attorney
general’s Hollywood office, con-
tains more than 1,300 names.

To confirm who deserved prop-
erty compensation, Beisler trav-
eled to Levy County and surround-
ing areas several times to review
records and try to uncover new
documents that could confirm their
findings.

In one visit, the investigator
found records from the 19208
stored in an old school-bus barn.
Pages literally crumbled when he
tried to turn them. Such documents
helped to reduce the number of
supposed heirs, because they
showed some families did not live
in Rosewood.

Search for descendants
appears to be over

With the latest investigation, the
search for descendants is now over.

Within the next week or two, be-
tween 60 and 70 descendants will
receive a share of the $500,000 in
amounts ranging from $145 to $5,000,
Durden said.

Doctor, who heads the Rosewood
Family Advisory Committee, has
criticized state officials for moving
too slowly at times. But he said he
now was satisfied with how state offi-
cials handled the compensation
plan.

“Everybody received something
out of this process. Everybody in the
family had a chance to experience
some sort of gain from this process.
No one can say they were not helped
from this process,” he said. “We
didn’t get everything we wanted, but
we got more than many people
expected.”

Doctor has his own plans to es-
tablish @ memorial at the site where
the community existed near Cedar
Key.
“I'm committed to showing the
best light on Rosewood that we can
possibly bring to bear,” he said.
“There was a lot of richness there at
that time that’s been lost for the
mest part.”

MEMORIAL DAY SALE
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EVERY REGULARLY PRICED FURNITURE ITEM
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For The WOOBYOU | ove

3201 CAPITAL CIRCLE, N.E.

385-3575

==  Quality Unfinished Furniture
HOURS - M-F 10-6 SAT 10-5

<

Tell everyone what you have for sale!

CLASSIFIED ACTION ADS, 599-2210




JEESSSE ST 1 1: 08 FROM QSSOCIRTED RRESS SR PRGE .BB1

Florida
looks for

claimants -

P -\"
13¢

I#Mmges > 1.

Co.
Phor_w ¥
Fax ¢

By ADAM YEOMANS sOV
Asnociated Press tihy

TALLAHASSEE — The state will begin advezs. of
tising Wednesday for survivors of the 1923 Rose-
wood massacre to help determine who gets a share;
of $1.5-million in compensation for the racial vio-,
lence that destroyed the black settlement. e
“We want to have an open process. We want to.
have a fair process,” said reg Durden, chief of the.
Florida attorney general’s civil rights office, whichig
handling the application process, =S
Durden said he plans to put legal notices in,
newspapers in Florida but does not plan to advertise,
outside the state. s
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The deadline to apply for compensation is Dec_,
31. At least eight survivors have been identified,
including four who were named as deserving pay-
ment in the historic compensation bill passed by the. :
Legislature this spring and signed by Gov. Lawtoi,
Chiles. sk

- On New Year's Day 1923, a group of whites
wernt on a rampage after an unsuccessful search fora,, -
black man accused of assaulting a white woman;;
They burned virtually every house and building in:
the community of approximately 120 residents: |
about 9 miles east of Cedar Key. At least six blacks}
and whites were killed. e

The claims law established a $1.5-million fund to.
pay up to $150,000 each to survivors who proves
they lived in Rosewood at the time and fled.

It also provides $500,000 to reimburse families{
who Jost property and $100,000 a year for college;;
scholarships for Rosewood family descendants and ¢

TIMES m TUESDAY, MAY 31, 1994

other members of minority groups, A
The law says those seeking payments must?
provide “reasonable proof of eligibility.” A .

The Attorney General’s Office is creating the |
process to verify survivors. ;

Durden said he is reviewing documents and:
testimony from Jegislative hearings, has one lawyeég:
working full-time on the compensation law and wilk*
form a committee to review the applications.  'zun

Anyone who applies for compensation will be
required to show proof of eligibility and the extent of -
damages later, Durden said,

i

The law says Minnie Lee Langley, 80, Ame.tqr,;
Goins, 80, Wilson Hall, 79, and Willie Evans, 86,
deserve $150,000 apiece because their testimony,
during hearings proved they fled Rosewood. i ;

e



State Of Florida To Award Each Rosewood
Massacre Survivor $100,000 More

The state of Florida is planning to
send more money to the nine sur-
vivors of the racial violence that
destroyed the Black community of
Rosewood almost 72 years ago.

The survivors, all senior citizens,
already have received $50,000 each
from the state (JET, Oct. 10, 1994).

They will get an additional $100,000
apiece in January, officials there
recently announced. The survivors
were merely children when a White
mob drove their families from the
small community near Gainesville.

“We’re winding it down,” said Guy
David Robinson, an assistant attor-
ney general handling the $2 million
compensation plan passed by legisla-
tors last spring.

The checks are a result of the vio-

18

lence and humiliation that Blacks in
the community suffered on New
Year’s Day 1923 when a group of
Whites went on a rampage after an
unsuccessful search for a Black man
accused of assaulting a White woman,

A mob burned just about every
home in the community, killing at
least six Blacks.

The state received 21 applications
from people who said they were Rose-
wood survivors, but only nine had
proof, Robinson said. The deadline
for applying for compensation was
Dec. 31.

Robinson noted that he had chart-
ed about 25 families with a total of
more than 400 people, but not all
have proven their families owned
property in Rosewood.

ek \\(\\A%ﬁﬁw\)@
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THE STATE

Florida begins work
to verify Rosewood kin

The Associated Press

TALLAHASSEE — The legis-
lative battle over Rosewood is
finished, but the work is just be-
ginning to determine whether
those who say they fled a white
mob that destroyed the black set-
tlement 71 years ago actually
lived there.

At least eight survivors have
been identified, including four
who were named as deserving of
payments in the unprecedented
$2.1 million compensation bill
that took effect last week.

An undetermined number of
others are expected to apply for
compensation.

The attorney general’s office,
which defended the state during
legislative hearings into the
Rosewood massacre, was given
the job of putting together the
process to verify the survivors
who are eligible for payments.

The state wants to ensure only
those with legitimate claims re-
ceive the money, but officials

want to move quickly. Many of .

the survivors are in their 80s, and
some have health problems.

“We’re going to make this issue
a top priority,” said Greg Durden,
chief of the attorney general’s
civil rights office, which is han-
dling the compensation.

On New Year’s Day 1923, white
people went on a rampage after
an unsuccessful search for a
black man accused of assaulting
a white woman. A posse burned
down virtually every house and
building in the community of
about 120 residents.

The law establishes a $1.5 mil-
lion fund to pay up to $150,000
apiece to people who prove they
lived in Rosewood in January
1923 and fled the violence that

left at least six black and two
white people dead. :

It also provides $500,000 to re-
imburse residents whose families
lost property during the violence
and $100,000 a year for college
scholarships for Rosewood fam-
ily descendants and other mem-
bers of minority groups.
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TALLAHASSEE — Elderly survivors of a mob

._\' attack that wiped out a black community in 1923

started getting checks Wednesday for $50,000 each
as the dtate expedited payments under a $2-mxlhon
~compensation package.

. + State officials approved early payments for Rose

wood magsacre sirvivors who testified this year that
they fled as ¢hildeen from a deadly white mob that

Payments under'a claims bill passed by lawmak-

and survivor advocates feared some vlcmns m:ght die

' without getting a check. - j
" 'The Legislature awarded $150,000 each to Mm-

nie Lee Langley, 81; Amett Goins, 80; Wilson Hall,
“79; and Willie l:).rans, 86, after they pmved they were
pwaent dunng the racial violence. They wﬂl get the

rampiged through the community near Gainesville, .

ers were supposed to start in early 1995, but officials -

halaooe next year i
Greg Durden, head of the attomey genel‘al's cml*

% 'nghts office, and Assistant Attorney General Guy -
David Robinson sought the expedmted partial pay-

ments.
“The attorney general deserves an enormous’
amount of credit,” said Steve Hanlon, an attorney for

Rosewood's survivors: “They have done a: very :
.thorough and very responsible job.” :

Arnett Doctor, chairman &f the Rosewdod Farmly
Advisory Council, presented one of the first checks

Wednesday in Orlando to Evans, who is blmd and has -

diabetes, . -.

© “I'm 80 thanldul for ‘this check " Evans said,
rubbmg the ‘papér in his hand. “I duin t ever thmk
we'd ever.get anything for it.”

ona rampage after an unsuccessful search for a black
man accused of assaulting a white woman. A posse

tumed mto a mob that burned almost every stmcture A

Rosewood survwors get flrst payments

in the oommumty of abuut 120 res:dents nine miles
- east of Cedar Key

ledM least six black peop!e and tvw white peopie
di o

- While: the massacre was vndcly reported at the

'hme, it was an overlooked part of Florida history until
. rélatives of survivors persuaded them to talk about it

in recent years, = -

The clainis bill pr(mdes compensation for pecple
who fled the violence and descendants of black
families who lost their property. Survivors with

‘::wable accounts are ehglble for up to $150,000

- Doctor sald be is askmg the state to expedite
payments to four others in their 70s or-80s who did

" not testify but said they also fled the violence.
. On New Year's Day 1923, a group of whites went -

State officials estimated up to 10 people would
apply as survivors. About 30 people applied, but that
number is being reduced as off cials verify their

.ehgxblhtf. Robinson said.

©SL Patarsburg Times, 1994
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Hundreds expected to make claims

m The state Attorney General’s Office is
putting together a process to determine
who is eligible for compensation in th
Rosewood massacre. :

By ADAM YEOMANS
Times Stall Writer

TALLAHASSEE — More than 300 people who
claim kinship to residents who fled the black settle-
ment of Rosewood more than 71 years ago are
expected to seek financial compensation from the
state, officials said.

State officials also are looking at whether to
expedite payments to a handful of elderly survivors
wha escaped the racial violence that destroyed the
¢« munity. The survivors are awaiting $150,000
apiece approved earlier this year in an unprecedented
$2-million claims bill,

The Flonda Attorney General’s Office, which de-
fended the state during hearings intc the Rosewood
massacre, is responsible for putting together a process

to determine who is eligible for compensation.

“We want the process fo be as fair as possible,”
said Guy David Robinson, an assistant attorney gener-
al working on the claims process. *“We want anybody
who feels they have legitimate claims to have the
opportunity to file that claim.”

The legislation futablishi:d t;}r: ways to gerémﬁ

ts — one for people who actually
ﬁom and another for descendants of black families
who lost their property.,

On New Year's Day 1923, a group of whites went
on a rampage after an unsuccessful search for a black
man accused of assaulting a white woman. A passe
turned into 2 mob that burned down virtually every
house and building in the community of about 120
residents nine miles east of Cedar Key.

At least six blacks and two whites died. :

State lawmakers passed the claims bill after they
were convinced law enforcement authorities failed to
stop the violence at Rosewood despite reports the
violence was out of control.

The largest pot of money provides $1.5-million to
compensate survivors who fled with their families,
About eight to 10 known survivors are expected to

. apply for $150,000 each, including four who testified
in the Legislature and were named specifically in the
legislation, :

The smaller part of the compensation provides
$500,000 to reimburse residents whose famgies lost
homes and land during the violence. About 20 to 25
families lived in the community in 1923.

At this point, between 300 and 400 people are
expected to seek compensation for ost property but
the state has not yet established a process to verify
whether the applicants are legitimate heirs.

The legislation authorizes payments of $20,000 to
families. If property is worth more than that today, the
attorney general can settle those claims with pay-
ments of up te $100,000,

The deadline for survivors and descendants to | J

apply for compensation is Dec. 31, 1994,

Amett Doctor, who heads the Rosewood Family
Admory. ttee, is urging the state to make at
least partial payments to four elderly survivors named
in the legislation immediately.

in massacre

gt_."rbere has to be something the state of Florida can
Lee Ruth Davis, an elderly survivor who first

sought compensation in 1993, died before the claims :

bill passed this year.

Robinson said the attorney general’s office
fooking if it was ible t i o
v possi 0 expedite payments to the
The claims biil says Minnie Lee Langley, 81:
Amnett Goins, 80; Wilson Hall, 79; and Willie Fvans.
86, should receive $150,000 each because their testi.

mony proved they were present wh
el ey Y en Rosewood was

At least four others who did ot i i
also fled the violence. i e e

Dorothy Hosey and Mary Hall, both in their 70
said they learmed about Rosewood from ther:
parents and older siblings. The others are Margie Hall
ohnson — the sister of Wilson Hall and Mary Hall —
and Lonnie Carroll. Both are in their 80s.
“If there’s a way to get these folks some percent-
age payment before the deadlin "re al it,”
g ! ‘e.thenwereaufont.

“Their health is fragile and it is highly questionable

as to wbe;her or not they’ll be araund in December,”
Doctor said. “It would be a major tragedy if they were

@St Pelersburg Times, 1994
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Sun-Sentinel, Monday, June 27, 1994

Rosewood survivors say state broke promise |

By CORY LANCASTER
The Orlando Sentinel

DAYTONA BEACH — Survi-
vors of the 1923 Rosewood mas-
sacre, honored on Saturday at a
Bethune-Cookman College cere-
mony, are complaining that state
officials partially reneged on a
promise to provide $100,000 in
scholarships to their descendants.

State legislators approved
more than $2 million in compen-
sation this spring for the racial
violence that destroyed the small
black town in Levy County on
New Year’s Day 1923.

A white mob went on a ram-
page, burning homes and build-

ings, after an unsuccessful search -

for a black man accused of as-
saulting a white woman. Six
blacks and two whites were
killed.

Four of eight known Rosewood
survivors were given certificates
of appreciation during com-
mencement at Bethune-Cookman
on Saturday. The certificates
honor the survivors ‘“for perse-
verance of God-given human
rights” an4 their commitment “to
endure until the victory was
won.”

The claims law provides $1.5
million for survivors, $500,000 to
reimburse families who lost
property and $100,000 annually
for scholarships for their descen-
dants and other minorities.

Arnett Doctor, head of the
Rosewood Family Advxsory Com-
mittee, said that only $60,000 was
set asxde for scholarshlps this
year.

“I’m really dissatisfied and
very upset about the educational
scholarship fund,” he said. “For
them to say we’re going to allo-
cate $60,000 [this year] is going
directly against what was legally

approved by the state
Legislature.”

Doctor said survivors were told
the state would give 25 scholar-
ships for $4,000 each. Rosewood
descendants would get first crack
at them, and leftovers would go
to minority students.

State officials said the survi-
vors misunderstood the law. The
provision calls for 25 scholar-
ships for up to $4,000 to cover tu-
ition and fees at state universi-
ties, community colleges and
vocatlonal technical schools.

Tuition and fees at those
schools are no more than $2,300 a
year, meaning $60,000 will pay

for 25 students, legislative ana-
lyst Jacquelynne Maxey sald in
Tallahassee.

Legislators failed to provnde

money for the scholarships this |

spring.

The Department of Educatlon
came up with $60,000 for the
1994-'95 academic year from.a

surplus in another financial aid |

fund, state officials said. P,

“We’re not taking any money
away. We only really needed
$60,000,” said state Rep. Al Law-
son, D-Tallahassee.
made an error in that we didn’t
need $100,000 for 25 scholarships.
It just slipped through.” .

]

“The staff|
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losewood survivors
ecievefirst payments

rom Legisiature

Adam Yeomans

LAHASSEE, Fla. (AP) = Several
/ivors of raclalviolence thatdestroyed
ack community 71 years ago started
siving checks for $50,000 apiece as
state expedited payments of a $2
ion claims bill.

State officlals OK'd early payments
four Rosewood massacre survivors
) testified this year that they fled as
drenfroma white mobthat rampaged
ughthe community near Gainesville
anuary 1923,

Payments under a claims blll pagsed
the Legisiature were supposed 1o
n in early 1965, but officlals and
vivor advocates feared some elderly
ims might dle without getting any
ney.
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The Legislature awarded $150,000
each to Minnie Lee Langley, 81, Arnett
Goins, 80, Wilson Hall, 79, end Willie
Evans, 88, after they proved they were
present during the racial violence. They
wlll get the balance next year,

Greg Durden, head of the attorney
general's clvil rights office, and assistant
attorney general Guy David Robinson
sought the expedited partial payments,

“The attorney general deserves an
enormous amount of credit,” seid Steve
Hanion, an attorney for Rosewood's survi
vors. “They have done a very thorough and
very responsible job."

Arnett Doctor, chairman of the Rose-
wood Famlly Advisory Council, presented
one of the first checks Wednesday In
Orlando to Evans, who Is blind and has
diabetes.

-descendants of black families who lost

Massacre victims
begin collecting on
$2 million claims bill

“I'm so thankful for this check,
Evans sald, rubbing the paper in his
hand. “l didn't ever thirk we'd ever get
anything for it

OnNewYear's Day 1623, a group of
whites want on a rampage after an un-
successful search for a black man ac-
cused of assaulting a white woman, A
posse turned into & mob that burned
almost every structurs inthe commiunity
of about 120 residents nine mlles east of
Cedar Key. At least six blacks and two
whites died.

The claims bill provides compensa-
tionfor people who fled the violenoe and

thelr property.

td Ak END*+ *
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ROSEWOOD |
MASSACRE

State begins
process to
compensate
the victims

Those who feel they
deserve payment have
until Dec. 31 to file a
claim.

By Adam Yeomans
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

The state will begin advertising
Wednesday for survivors of the
1923 Rosewood massacre to help
determine who gets a share of $1.5
million in compensation for the ra-
cial violence that destroyed the
black settlement.

“We want to have an open pro-
cess. We want to have a fair pro-
cess,” said Greg Durden, chief of
the Florida attorney general’s civil-
rights office, which is handling the
application process.

Durden said he plans to put le-
gal notices in newspapers in Flori-
da but does not plan to advertise
outside the state.

The deadline to apply for com-
pensation is Dec. 31.

At least eight survivors have
been identified, including four who
were named as deserving payment
in the historic compensation bill
passed by the Legislature this
spring and signed by Gov. Lawton
Chiles.

On New Year’s Day 1923, a
group of whites went on a rampage
after an unsuccessful search for a
black man accused of assaulting a
white woman. The whites burned
virtually every house and building
in the community of 120 residents
nine miles east of Cedar Key.

At least six black and two white
people were Killed.

The claims law established a
$1.5-million fund to pay up to
$150,000 each to survivors who
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