Florida A&M Head Says
W hite T hinking Must Change

Integration ' will never work !
until there is a commitment on |
the part of whites in control to

change their attitudes toward
the black and the poor, the
pre51dent of Florida A&M Uni-
ver51ty declared here Friday.

Dr. Ben]amm Perry, a wind-
up speaker in the two- day Gov-
ernor’s conference on education
opportunities for the disadvan-
taged, said the present-system
is only creating tomorrow’s wel-
tam cases.

:"W}ute people must realize
that no longer will they be able
to hide their prejudices behind
insincere smiles,” said Perry.

‘“The. establishment needs to.

change its attitudes from ore of -
tolerance to one -of full accept-
ance of the individual.”

Perry said the millions df dolt-
lars spent supporting ° a “pre:
doomed” anti- po\zerty program
was. a waste of federal re-
sources, and a large number of
people. it purported to “serve
were never touched by the trick-
le of funds filtering down
throvgh admmmr?fors and bu-!
reaucrats.

““Florlda,” he said, “may be
the land of sunshine, but for
many. the sun is a tyrant. In
a“state that has 7,801 attorneys
only 60 are black. In a state
that has vast industry, less than
10 per cent of managerial posi-
tions are held by minorities.”

Perry noted that the prob-

lems of a large, unskilled labor|.

force went unnoticed, ‘‘until na-
tional television smoked out the
evesore that mon= of us alreadv|
knew existed.”

-The South is headed for more
racial unrest, he said, with the
return of 10,000 to 15,000 disil-
lusioned blacks each year from
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Dr’Perry adrmmlshed the: 1-
000con£e,~rees il attendanee that
Florida’ caniot stahd another 10
years of notHingness He urged
wider ‘educational opportunities
for blacks, including:

—A rediction * of attrition
rates in the universities and re-
vised curricula to meet chang-
ing times and serve all mem-
bers.

—More attention to counsel-
ing and guidance at the secon-
dary level.

—Abolishing middle class val-
ues in the social structure of
higher education.

—Monies for support of black
institutions.

—A review of educational pro-
grams releveint to the disad-

|vantaged communities.

- Perry also called for a com-
mitment by the state govern-
ment to provide better housing
and fair employment practices.

St. Petershurg Junior College

the North.

President Michael M. Bennett,

another speaker on the final day
of the conference, held at the
University of Florida noted
that mot all disadvantaged stu-
dents are black. Significant
numbers are white.

The junior college, he said, is
well adapted to ‘“‘bridging and
remediation” of the learning
difficulties of -the disadvantag-
ed. il e

”

Bennett noted that the doors
to opportunity were unlocked for
blacks in 1954

“They were. invited to come
in and sink or swim,with the
rést of ws,” he said. “‘Severall
hundreg blacks enrolled- at. my
Jjunior college —~ S0 we' ‘Were ful-
filling “tfe  American 1dleaI of
e-q>ual “opportunity.? 4

* “Hennett said he realized ‘the
em;ptmess of ‘“equal opportun-
ity” three years ago at a gradu-
ation ceremony.

“About 750 graduates paraded
across the platform that May
evening. Two of them were
black. The disparity was just
too great to ignore.” ‘

Bennett said educators must
realize that disadvataged stu-
dents are not stupid, they are
simply bewildered in a strange
environment.

“The disadvantaged,” he said,
“pose the greatest challenge yet
to our educational system.”




