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A Declaration of Civil Rights

We make the following declaration as Ameri-
cans deeply committed to our form of govern-
ment and our way of life: A

It is useful at any time to re-examine day-
to-day practices in the light of professed be-
liefs. Such an examination seems especially
appropriate today, because: Many fellow citi-
zens, especially in our Southern States, are
unashamedly advocating ideas of racism and
white supremacy contrary to American de-
mocracy; Truth and justice are not bounded
or divided by parallels of latitude — this is one
country and one people, governed under one
constitution; A rapidly changing world re-
quires a new analysis of the meaning of equal-
ity and freedom adequate for new conditions;
Finally, the United States today is bidding for
world leadership. Practice at home of what we
advocate abroad is the only road to effective
leadership.

With these ideas in mind, we, the under-
signed citizens of the Southern States and of
the United States, have taken a fresh look at
our American heritage of freedom and equal-
ity for all, and how it works out in actual
practice. We present here our findings and
conclusions in all sincerity, hopeful that our
efforts may stimulate others to undertake a
similar discipline.

We still believe all men are created equal,
and are endowed as men with certain rights
which each must respect and guard to the
other.

We take these rights to include equality
before the law, and freedom from any dis-
crimination bolstered by law; a right to vote;
freedom of expression; an unrestricted access
to all institutions supported by taxes for the
public welfare, schools and hospitals not ex-
cepted; equal pay for equal work, and equal
opportunity to receive training and to gain
employment; and the right of unsegregated
transportation, housing and assembly.

For many of our citizens enjoyment of these
rights is denied and abridged by laws and con-
ventions contrary to justice, and to the aims
and purposes of this republic. We recognize
the habitual and cultivated prejudices upon

which such discriminations are sustained; we
recognize the need of protections in law, and
in the enforcement of law, to these rights, in
our day.

While we are gratified at what progress has
been made, past achievements should serve as
an incentive to greater progress and not as
an excuse for our failure to meet present
obligations.

This nation was founded with the declara-
tion that all men are created equal and are
endowed by their creator with certain in-
alienable rights.

We are proud that these words were given to
the world by a Southerner, Thomas Jefferson.

Closely associated with the idea of equality
and the political democracy built upon it is
another concept basic to American culture,
the idea of the brotherhood of all mankind.
It was given to us many centuries ago in the
Hebrew-Christian tradition— “Thou shalt
love thy neighbour as thyself.”

We understand the historic conditions that
gave rise to our present plight. However, those
conditions long ago ceased to exist, although
their effects endure.

Discrimination inevitably means lower liv-
ing standards for those who discriminate as
well as for those who are victims of discrimina-
tion. Although the South is one of the richest
regions in the United States in natural re-
sources, the average citizen in a Southern State
has an income forty percent lower than that
of a citizen in a non-Southern state.

Today we are bound by economic, political
and ethical demands to abolish segregation and
discrimination against racial, religious, and
national groups.

To bring American ideals and deeds into
closer harmony, we offer the following pro-
posals:

I. For Voluntary Individual Action: To
speak out against discrimination when it is
confronted in a particular case; to guard
against prejudice in thought, word, and deed;
to cultivate the habit of thinking of all per-
sons as individuals, rather than as members of
a group.



II. For Voluntary Group Action: (By edu-
cational, religious, fraternal, labor, business,
professional, civic, and other groups.) To in-
form and educate their members as to present
inequities and injustices, and to secure their
consent and approval of changes in constitu-
tions, by-laws and practices needed to establish

these rights.

above.

III. For Legislation: (a) Repeal of exist-
ing laws in violation of these principles, not-
ably all laws that force public distinction based
on color, religion, or national origin. (b) Pas-
sage of new legislation at federal, State and
local levels to serve as a shield to the civil rights
of the citizens, including the rights outlined
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The above Declaration was endorsed by 200 citizens of

ALABAMA
A. D. BEITTEL, President, Talledega College
OLwver C. Cox, Prof. of Sociology, Tuskegee
Institute
ALTON LAWRENCE, Rep. M.M. & S.W.U.-
C.1.0., Bessemer
Tom Lupwie, Mgr., Farmers Union Fertilizer
Cooperative, Andalusia
AUBREY WiLLIAMS, Publisher, Southern
Farmer, Montgomery
REv. DAN WHITSETT, First Methodist Church
Sylacauga
ARKANSAS
FrRANZ ADLER, Asst. Prof. University of Ark-
ansas, Fayetteville
JouN Bross, Head, Dept. of Bible, College
of the Ozarks, Clarksville
ALBERT H. CARTER, Prof. of English, Univer-
sity of Arkansas, Fayetteville
WESLEY Davis, Instructor, University of
Arkansas, Fayetteville
DeaNn H. W. Kraeprer, College of the
Ozarks, Clarksville
MAaRrceLL CHANCELLOR LEATH, Author, Cam-
den
DEE Ports, Danforth Graduate Fellow, Uni-
versity of Arkansas

BuckiEy Rupp, Prof. of Religion, College of
the Ozarks, Clarksville

FLORIDA

Rev. HENRY W. BLACKBURN, Supt. Miami
District, The Methodist Church, Miami
CarrorL E CumBEE, Head, Dept. of Educa-
tional Psychological Measurement, Unives-
versity of Florida, Gainesville

Miss BerTHA E. Davis, Retired Missionary,
Orlando

RovaL A. FRANCE, Prof. of Economics, Rol-
lins College, Winter Park

the Southern States, including:

MagrioN 1. MANLEY, Architect, Coconut
Grove

JAMES J. MARSHALL, Attorney, Miami

A. R. MEApE, Director, Bureau of Educa-
tional Research, University of Florida,
Gainesville

CHARLES EUGENE MOUNTS, Assoc. Prof. of
English, University of Florida, Gainesville

AUDREY L. PACKHAM, Prof. of Education,
Rollins College, Winter Park

DRr. MARK WALDMAN, Miami Beach

GEORGIA
Rurus E. CLEMENT, President, Atlanta Uni-
versity
LAvINIA B. GEORGE, Organizer, Amalgamated
Clothing Workers of America, Atlanta
Mgs. Louis HoLsey, Social Worker, Macon
Davip N. HowEeLL, Atlanta
THoMAs W. JoHNSON, Attorney, Macon

BenjamiNn E. Mays, President, Morehouse
College, Atlanta

E. C. PeTERs, President, Paine College, Au-
gusta

HELEN PoPE, Social Worker, Augusta

CHARLES E. SHERMAN, Student Religious
Worker, Atlanta

KENTUCKY

DEAN Juria E ALLEN, Berea College

Rev. C. MorTON, Presbyterian Seminary,
Louisville

MyroN TAGGERT HOPPER, Prof. of Religious
Education, College of the Bible, Lexington

Mrs. EMMET E HORINE, Brooks

Juuian P Love, Prof. Biblical Theology,
Presbyterian Seminary, Louisville

DoucrLas H. MORRISON, Pres., Christian
Assoc., Union College, Barbourville

Please clip and mail to:

DorcAs RUTHENBURG, Writer & Producer,
Radio Station WHAS, Louisville

ANNA H. SeTTLE, Louisville

LOUISIANA

MiriAM BARRANGER, Artist, Covington

THEODORE S. BEHRE, Secy.-Treas., Pelican
Ice. Co., New Orleans

REev. EpwIN L. Brock, Ponchatoula

WARNER DuBosg, Jr., Third Presbyterian
Church, New Orleans

RaBBI JULIAN B. FEIBLEMAN, New Orleans

RoBerT D. FEILD, Dean, Art School, New-
comb College, New Orleans

ELwoop GriscoM, American Veterans Com-
mittee, New Orleans

H. HorNE HuceciNs, M.D., Baton Rouge

James E. LEwis, President, Peoples Life In-
surance Co., New Orleans

Ruporru Moses, Prof. of English and Head,
Dept., of Fine Arts, Dillard University,
New Orleans

MARYLAND

CLIFFORD T. MORGAN, Prof. of Psychology,
Baltimore

MISSISSIPPI

FRANK ARMSTEAD, Newton

EarL B. BrRowN, Jackson College
J. A. BUrNs, Attorney, Meridan

J. LEwis HENDERSON, Bay St. Louis
A. ]. NoEL, Jackson

MISSOURI

Rev. LeoN R. RoBINSON, Second Baptist
Church, St. Louis

Rev. LEg C. SHEPPARD, First Baptist Church,
Columbia
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We invite you to add your name to the group that has endorsed this Declaration.
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[] Send me without charge

[] I'enclose $

___as my contribution to help with the

distribution of the Declaration.
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NORTH CAROLINA

L. E. AustiN, Editor, The Carolina Times,
Durham

DRr. WALDO BEACH, Assoc. Prof. of Christian
Ethics, Duke University, Durham

W. L. GREEN, Exec. Sec., North Carolina
Teachers Assoc., Raleigh

C. Horace HAMILTON, Head, Dept. of Rural
Sociology, State College, Raleigh

Rev. J. C. HErrIN, First Baptist Church,
Chapel Hill

Rev. CHARLES M.
Church, Chapel Hill

HENRY KAMPHOEFNER, Dean, School of De-
sign, State College, Raleigh

REv. JaMEs W. RAY, State Secretary, Baptist
Student Union, Raleigh

J. B. RHINE, Duke University, Durham

Oscar K. Ricg, Prof. of Chemistry, Univer-
sity of North Carolina, Chapel Hill

MARION A. WRIGHT, Attorney, Linville Falls
A. B. YEomANS, Southern Pines

JonNEs, Presbyterian

OKLAHOMA

REv. GEOrRGE B. BAkir, The Methodist
Church, Weatherford

Rev. DoNALD BLACK, Pres., Oklaboma Coun-
cil of Churches, Oklahoma City

ARTHUR N. BRrAGG, Asst. Prof. of Zoology,
University of Oklahoma, Norman

Rev. E. N. ComrorT, Formerly Dean, School
of Religion, University of Oklahoma

CorTEZ A. M. EWING, Prof. of Government,
University of Oklahoma, Norman

Henky H. FoSTER, JR., Prof. of Law, Univer-
sity of Oklahoma, Norman

JouN W. HUNT, Pres., Westminister Founda-
tion, University of Oklahoma, Norman

J. R. NIELsON, Research Prof. of Pbhysics,
University of Oklahoma, Norman

LAWRENCE H. SNYDER, Dean of the Gradu-
ate School, University of Oklahoma, Nor-
man

SOUTH CAROLINA

A. T. BUTLER, Secy., Palmetto State Teachers
Assoc., Columbia

J. R. Roy CoOOPER, Assoc. Secy., YMCA,
Clemson College, Clemson

JAMES McBrIDE DABBs, Mayesville
B. J. DrRAKE, Bennettsville

REv. JoHN B. IsoM, Saxon Baptist Church,
Spartanburg

J. M. LoFrroN, Jr., Writer, McClellanville

THE Rrt. ReEv. E MapisoN REeib, Bishop
A.M.E. Church, Columbia

ReBFccA REID, Retired, Natl. Secy. for Col-
leges of YW CA, Sumter

Mgs. A. W. SimkiNs, Columbia

TENNESSEE
H. D. BOLLINGER, Methodist Board of Edu-
cation, Nashville

Joun L. EssAry, Editor, The East Tennessee
Labor News (A.F. of L.), Knoxville

FYKE FARMER, Attorney, Nashville

GEORGE HARPER, Secy., Natl. Methodist
Youth Fellowship, Nashville

H. N. Hariey, Tennessee Farmers Union,
Greeneville

MyLEs HoRrTON, Director, Highland Folk
School, Monteagle

LARRY LARSEN, Regional Director, FT A-
CIO, Memphis

RoBERT M. METCALF, M.D., Pleasant Hill

JENNINGS PERRY, Formerly Editor, The
Nashville T ennessean, Nashville

C. C. REEDp, Business Agent, Carpenters.
Union, Knoxville

RONALD SLAYTON, Assoc. Prof. of Arts and
Crafts, University of Tenn., Knoxville

Rev. EUGENE SMATHERS, Pastor, Calvary
Church, Big Lick

ALVA W. TAYLOR, Formerly Prof. of Religion,
Vanderbilt University, Nashville

TEXAS
KATHERINE S. ARNOLD, Head Resident, Wes-
ley Community House, San Antonio
ReGiNA Boyp, El Paso
RaBB1 HENRY CoHEN, Galveston

Rev. Frep E. CoLg, University Community
Church, Austin

C. Frank Councit, Corpus Christi

REv. SHERWOOD DAvis, Pastor, Los Angeles
Heights Methodist Church, San Antonio

MARGARET FISHER, Student Religious Worker,
Dallas

Dr. JouN C. GRANBERY, Editor, The Emanci-
pator, San Antonio
Mary Guarisco, Houston

Leo HuGHES, Assoc. Prof. of Emglish, Uni-
versity of Texas, Austin

ALEX D. KRIEGER, Prof. of Archaeology, Uni-
versity of Texas, Austin

ARTHUR MANDELL, Attorney, Houston

Rev. H. M. RATLIFF, Mission

E. A. RIPPERGER, Asst. Prof. Engineering
Mechanics, University of Texas, Austin

W. A. SMmITH, Secy., University Y MCA, Uni-
versity of Texas, Austin

RaLprH L. STIRMAN, Architect, Abilene

G. ]J. SurToN, Board Member, San Antonio
Junior College

LuLu WHITE, Exec. Secy., NAACP, Houston

VIRGINIA

MRs. R. R. BARRETT, Warrenton

Rev. B. E BunN, First Baptist Church, Char-
lottesville

Epwarp S. CArpozA, Richmond
FrRaANK DANIEL, M.D., Charlottesville

Oscar H. DARTER, Prof., Mary Washington
College of Univ. of Virginia

VIRGINA DURR, Alexandria

FrRaNk W. FINGER, Assoc. Prof. of Psychol-
ogy, University of Virginia, Charlottesville

EpwArD B. Harris, M.D., Crewe

Oriver W. HiLL, Attorney, Richmond

JosepH B. HUNTER, Assoc. Prof. of Religion,
Lynchburg College

L. P. JacksoN, Prof. of History, Virginia
State College, Petersburg

BrowNIE LEE JoNEs, Director, Southern
School for Workers, Richmond

LAUurRA ANN KiNeG, President, YW CA, Hol-
lins College

MR. & MRgs. Jack P. MArAsH, Richmond

L. E PALMER, Prof., Hampton Institute

REv. MARVIN G. PALMERLEE, First Unitarian
Church, Richmond

MarvIN CApPLAN, Editor, Southern [Jewish
Ouilook, Richmond

Mrs. A. H. Siraus, Exec. Secy., Richmond
Public Forum

REv. MarcoLm R. SUTHERLAND, Thomas
Jefferson Unitarian Church, Charlottesville

CHARLES C. WEBBER, President, Virginia CIO
Council, Richmond

REv. Oscar B. WOOLDRIDGE, JR., Gen. Secy.,
YMCA, University of Virginia
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The Southern Conference Educational Fund is a non-partisan, non-

profit educational agency concerned with the elimination of discrimina-
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