| INTERVIEW SUMMARY

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF INTERVIEWEE

Henry White Madison is an 84 year old Black man who was born in Jackson,
Mississippi. He quit school when he was in the 4th grade. He lived for a while
in Indianapolis, Inidana where he owned tow homes and later sold them, While
in Indiana he worked at the State Automobile Insurance Company and was in
charge of the basement where he was very dependable. He talked about this
with pride. He has been back in Jackson thirty-one years. He has one son,
Charles Henry Madison. His wife died while he was in Indiana,

SIMRY OF INTERVIEW
Two assistants, Deborah Denard, and I arrived at the Robinson Street
Senior Citizens Feeding Site around noon just before the Senior Citizens had
finished their noon meal April 1, 1976. After careful arrangements through
site visits and telephone conversations, interviews had been scheduled. However,
there was no ideal place for the interview to be taped. 'I‘he interview occured
in the back of the Feeding Site food serving area in a relatively quiet .
atmosphere. The interview lasted about fifteen minutes, It was then time
for the Senior Citizens® bus to return Mr, White and citizens to their homes.
During the fifteen minutes, Mr, Madison indicated that the 'Good Ole
Days" were when he was a child. He'called his 3rd grade experiences which were
enjoyable, Gmmeh. He further recalled a neighbor, Aunt Phoebie telling
about when the stars feel when she was about 12 years old. Also he recalled
his work experience for Mr. Frank Pridgeon's grocery store. Mr. Pridgeon was
a great checker player who often forgot the grocery store when he was playing
checkers. |




_This interview is to be rescheduled for completion. The rescheduling
of the interview with Mr. Madison was pleasant. He was in good spirits.
However, the arrangement was not good, in that we were pemitted to sit in
the dining area of the Robinson Site, There was constant talking in the
background, although Mrs. Agner Allen did her best to keep loud distractions

to a minimum,
Mr. Madison revealed additional information about his recollections of

the ""Good Ole Days'', which were when he was a youth with his band, where he
played baseball and worked for Mr. Pridgeon and at a lumber campany.

Dr. A, Harrison



~ JACKSON STATE UNIVERSITY
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI
. ORAL HISTORY PROGRAM

INTERVIEW. AGREEMENT

You have been asked for information to be used in connection
with the Oral History Program at Jackson State University, Jackson,
Mississippi. The purpose of this program is to gather and preserve
information for historical and scholarly use.

A tape recording of your interview will be made by the inter-
viewer, and a typescript of the tape will be made and submitted to you
for editing. The final retyped and edited transcript, together with
the tape of the interview will .. then be placed in the oral
history collection at Jackson State University, Jackson, Mississippi.
Other institutions or persons may obtain a copy. These materials
may be used for purposes of research, for instructional use, for
publication, or for other related purposes.

AN

I W ‘ have read the
above and, in viey/o e historical and s arly value of this

information, and in retwrn for a final typed copy of the transcript,
I knowingly and voluntarily permit Jackson State University, Jackson,
the full use of this information. I hereby grant and assign all my
rights of every kind whatever pertaining to this information,

whether or not such rights are now known, recognized, or contemplated,
to Jackson State University, Jackson, Mississippi.

t ewee {Signature)
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ORAL HISTORY STUDY OF:
SENTOR CITIZEN'S
RECOLLECTIONS OF THE "‘GOOD OLD DAYS"

INTERVIEWER: Dr. A. Harrison
INTERVIEWEE: Mr. Henry White Madison
" SUBJECT: "The Good O1d Days"
DATE: April 1, 1976

H:

It is April 1, and we're at the Robinson Senior Citizen's Site.

We have selected for an interviewee today, Mr. Henry White Madison,
who has just finished his lmcharrdhaskm&yagreedtopartlclpake
in this project with us,

Yle had a pre-interview with you, Mr. Madison, and we learned sewveral
interesting things about you. One of them was that you were actually
born here in the city of Jackson.

That's right.
Do you have any recollections of those days? What was the city like?

Well, to my rememberance, the first thing that I can recollect was
an, .. We were staying on East Pearl Street. I don't know
whatyearitwas, but I was small, We ah, (my mother ) was in
samething. I reckon this was my mother, I don't remember my mother,

Um, hum. She died when you were very young?

Yes, she died when I was a baby, I . , , That was some kind of
an organization. I think it was a women's organization. And they
was, look like they had about four or five tables in the backyard,
that was in the sumertime, mdthelightingbugswasgoingonmd
ah, sm\epartmsinprayer,andsomepartofitwasinsong I
wasnot'hingmtachild

Where was this? What location?

Some kind of organization, The white people stayed in the front.
All this was going on in the back. Look like the colored people
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what worked there or something had organizations that met there in
they backyard.

Maybe like the Y. W. C. A, ?

Like something like that, It was a women's organization 'cause they
had about four tables, and all four tables I think had four women
look like. I wasn't nothing but a child. ‘I can remember we were
playing 'round the . . . ruming 'round playing, I don't know
what we was playing. About four or five little kids about my size
ruming around--that's the first thing I ever remember in my life,
playing in the backyard,

When we were trying to write you know, and everything the women's

had just about three or four tables and each table had about four

vmenbu at the table. I don't know what kind of organization it was
B o v

So you were really having a good time?
We were. We were playing,

Your earliest recollections in the city of Jackson was having a‘'good
time. Do you know where this was located, what street?

That was on West Pearl Street. On the other, I don't know
exactly we were staying there or not, but they say we were staying
there on West Pearl Street right on the other side of State Street.
This was all in the backyard . . . All inthe backyard honored by
three or four tables, but it was all colored. That's the first
thing I remember.

Okay, what is your next earliest recollection?

Let me see now. Yes. About three or four years old, I wasn't over
four years old, but I remember that after we were making so much
fuss. They had to stop us for awhile,

Let me see if this thing is working, (Referring to tape recorder)
Okay lets continue with this interview. I'm sorry about the
interruption. What about your early school days in the-city of Jackosn?

Let me see. VWell, let me see. I don't know what age I'd be, but
T was going to that school,

Smith Robinson's School?
Yes, but I don't know whether it was named like that then, That is

the place where that school is now, It is nothing but a long shed,
It was equipped . ., No I am thinking about samething else.
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That is the laboratory I'm thinking about. The school I was going
to. . . that school , .. I was on the third floor, Yes, I was
on the third floor and in the third grade. Lets see. I forget what
the teacher was named now, but you had to go up two flights of
steps to get to this floor, I think, So, I forget what the
teacher . , . I think my teacher was ah, Sally Pickens, I think
that's what her name was Sally Pickens, I think. And we were ah,
let me see now, I forget what the other teachers was named, but we
was on the third floor, Wewalkedtmthesteps,wthe.sta:frs.and
some, T must have been in the third gmade at that time, Classes
was run by one teacher,

Do you remember having a good time in the classroam?

- No. It wasn't a good time,

Did you ever have a good time at school?
No, I wasn't gqing to school at that time.
You didh'thave a good time when you went to school?

Oh, yes. That was after I had grown up then to a good size, I was
in the third grade, I think then, Sally Pickett was her name, 'I
think thats what her name was. :

Can you tell me samething you did that you really enjoyed doing?

I like to play ball andwe.did that when I was in school, When we
were all inside, we couldn't do very much playing ball, (The yard

wasn't big enough.)
Do you recall having a good time at Church?

Now at church, this after I got out of bo , . , childhood, Well,
my grandparents, my mother was dead , I think of my mother when I
was 'round on Pearl Street. T think that must have been my mother
I was living with then 'cause I was a small child, We were ruming
around and playing around, The moon was shining and everything.

You were at church then?
No, that was when I was on Pearl Street. Now, this church

business . . . Before I ever started church, I had got to be a
good size then. And the firstedhurch . ., I don't know where,

but if I get to speaking about churches I would be up about five or

six years old, If I'm going to speak about same churches, I think
T don't remember going to no church but the Saintified church.
That was C. P, (Thoin?) at that time,
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H: Didyou have a good time at the saintified church?

=

No, not in the church.
I mean did you enjoy what you were doing when you were in church?
No, it was the opposite, It wasn't any playing in church,

When you hear the phrase "Good ©1d Days,' what does it mean
to you? .

What it mean to me? Now in my childhood life, the biggest thing I
can remenber is living on South Street. I was livinglg%ithmy
aunt (my mother's sister.) Her name was Miami. It was a lot of
t?lhy;eldrmlf there, me and Husky had two boys--two little’ boys and

I remember one Christmas we got a wagon so they could pull. We had

to pull one another up and down South Street. South Street wasn't

paved then, It was muddy then. It didn't have no pavement no where.

Everytlﬂ.ng&le was muddy then. We'd run up and down the southside of
street.

Do you remember how old you were?

I reckon I was about three years old. I reckon between three and four
years old. My aunt Miami, I stayed with. She was living then--her and
her sister, Bes . . . Betty. Her daughter name Betty. That was her
child. Johmny was her son, and I . . . That was my aunt. I was '
living with my aunt Miami. Betty was aunt Miami's daughter. She had
a son named Johmny. (Repeats again the facts about the wagon.)

It began to get dry from the rain, and it was dry and we had to run
uwp and down in the part that was dry.

So the YGood Old Days' were when you were a child?

Yes, when I was a child. An old lady Phobie, who stayed across the
street in a two-story house right across the street from my aunt

Miami house had a great big house. Look like it had been white peoples.
It was a big two-story house kind of looked like an apartment. It kind
of look like an apartment because more people stayed in there besides
old lady Phobie. Old lady Phobie had been there when the stars fell.
She used to get us together and sit out on the front porch. When the
sun shimmed, she would tell us about . . . She wasn't nothing but

a young girl then--when the stars fell.: She used to tell us how every-
body was so scared when the stars fell. Aunt Phobie, got a kick out of
having us out there telling us I think. She said, "She was about
thirteen years old when the stars fell." Aunt Phobie was about that old.
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She would just tell the children stories about when the stars fell.
Can ytﬂqrecall another story, or any other stories that she use
to tell?

No, I might recall some, but that was the most interesting story.
That's when she was a girl about twelve years old, I think.
(Repeats the story of Aunt Phobie about the stars.)

Did you believe it when she told you?

Sure. That was in her days, see. She was a young girl then.

Do you remenber seeing the stars fall?

No, I don't remember seeing the stars fall. She would just tell
us the stories about them. :

Do you recall anybody else who use to tell you stories when you
were a child?

No, I think I had growed up out of that. My mother died on Pearl
Street between this time.

Yes, between the time you moved. Did you move to stay with your
Aunt Phobie?

My aunt Phobie . . . Aunt Phobie, she wasn't my mother. She was
a old lady. Bhe stayed right across the street fram us. All of us
was on the corner of South Street and West Street ‘'cause the
two-story house was right across in front of us. Our house was
right in front of that. '

Vkll,thrydm't;v:emveontothetimeyoumreatemager?

Yes.
How did yot have a good time when you were a teenager?
Let's see now. My teenage . . . I didn't have much good times.

I worked when I was staying with my grandfather, him and my step
grandmother.

What was your grandfather named?

Edwin Brofford. Edwin B-r-o-f-f-o-r-d.
Was this in Jackson?

Yes, all this was in Jackson.
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What kind of work did he do?
Gardening, that's all the work he could do back in them times.
Did you help him with the work?

I wasn't big enough.

You said you were a teenager now, and you were living with your
grandfather--what kind of work did you do?

I don't think I was doing any work at that time. I know one place
I was working down on South State Street with Frank Pridgen. He run
the grocery store, and I worked with him. I use to help with the
grocery store. He liked me. I was going to school at that time.

When I was coming back from school, I had to stop at the grocery
store at Frank Pridgens and help him. He was a good checker player.
He use to play checkers for money. People all over this country use
to go down there. I don't know where they went to play at, but I
know sometimes he had a grocery store and forgot all about his
grocery store and leave me there. In those days a person rumning
a grocery store stayed upstairs. His wife had two children.

He would go off and ah, leave me in the store by myself while he was
playing checkers. Sometimes, he would stay all the evening playing
checkers for money. People use to come from up North down here to

play.

(Completing interview with Mr. Henry W. Madison.)

Today is April 7, and I'm going to complete the interview with'

Mr. Madison. I was just asking you about your educational
background. How far did you go in school?

Well, I was promoted to the fourth grade, but I didn't get a chance

to get there because I . . . Let me see. What did they do with me?
I left here and went to Indianapolis. I think that's what it was.

So, you went to Indianapolis when you were a young boy?
Well, I was married.

I see. Did we get a good definition from you before ‘on what the
"Good 01d Days" were?

Well, I played baseball. Those were good days with me.
When you played baseball, fow old were you?
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I was in my teens.

What position did you play?

I use to catch. My brother pitched. (Laughter)
What was your brother named?

Lee, Lee Madison.

What teams did you play with?

Well, I played with school teams.

Were they here in Jackson?

Yes.

What school were you attending?

I was attending the public schools?

Do you know the name of that school?

Well, lets see. I forget now. It had a name to it.

You can't remember what school that was--well, maybe you can remember
that later on.

How did you really have a good time as a teenager?

Playing marbels, playing ball, and mostly everything that came then.
Now as a adult, can you tell me how you had a good time?

Yes, T use to go to dances. I use to play music. I had a band of
my own, one time. Ihadastringbami I had a bass violin.
Jerry Gardner was a guitar player and I played the mandolin.

What is a mandolin?

You pick it withapin . . . needle. You hit it th:l.swas
(Demonstrating. ) Yea,Ihadmaband I played for Gavernor Vardaman.
I played in the Governor Vardaman's mansion. He use to take us out
to see his family. We played at their big picnic.

Governor Vardaman was one of our . . . He would take us out all the
time.

One of your sponsors?
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ea, Governor Vardaman.
What was your band called?
Madison Band. Three piece guitar, bass violin, mandolin
Did you ever do any singing?
Y&a. :
Mntweresaneofthesmgsyousang?

"Down by the old mill stream where I first met you. (Singing)
You eyes were blue and your gaze was true.

It was there I know that I loved you so.

You were sixteen my littlest queen

Down by the old mill stream." (Loud laughter)

Very good. No wonder, I can imagine why Governor Vardaman had .
Youweregood

Yea, he use to take us out. He was our governor. He believed in
the Madisen Band. .

Oh, he believed in the Madison family?
Yea, the Madison Band.
Who were the other members of the band?

Gardner he was the guftar phyat _Tom Frisco, -he was
the bass violin player. We didn't have but three pieces

You played for white groups.
And colored too if they wanted.

Would you describe your music as Jazz, Rock & Roll, or was it
Rag Time?

We played for dances. We could play for clurch too. We had all kinds.

We had just naturally good music. We didn't have no ruff stuff or
nothing like that. We had good music.

Did you make good money doing that?

We made pretty good money. 'I‘hegovernorhadusplayingforhimand
the white boys dressed up to go to school. If they had knew anything

—
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that way they could get us. We got a lot to do.
Did you make good money?
Yes. We made pretty good money.

Could you give me an example of how much you would make on a given
night?
Sometimes we would make about four or five dollars apiece.

I guess that was pretty good back then.
Yes, that was pretty good back then.
Vardaman was governor around 1904-1908, right?

Yes. He would get us to play too. It must have been good 'cause
he would take us around to some of his folks who worked for him in
his business to serenade them and everything. "'This here is my band
he said, "The Madison Band."

What other kind of work did you do during that time?

M: T worked at Enochs ILumber Company down there. I wasn't nothing but
ayomgerﬂm I was in my teens. I worked down there about ten
years. I was the head packer down there. My coach was the packer
when I went there. I was young then. Hewast‘heheadpackermdhe
died. He was the boss of that thing. The give me his job.

H: You spoke very higly of Governor Cardaman. Dideverybddylikeh:.m
the way you did?

M: Like Governor Vardaman? Well, I don't think everybody 'cause you know
l'uvsanepeopleareaboutthegovemor They want him to do some
things sometimes. He won't accept them. He was popular. He
was a fine man.

H: Fine Governor.
M: All the church people, when they had something big would get him
to take head of it. We played for them over in Rankin once or

twice. We went over there and played for them at some of those big
picnice they had over there.

H: Could you describe one of them for me?
We played for one big church picnic over there, then another.
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Scme of the young people had samething over there and we played there.
We played for mostly everything. We played for dances around here

in town for white people. Mostly thewhite people got us to play

for dances mostly. We kept up with all the late music. Jerry could
play by note. He had some fellow he knew well. When they get this
here notes, thisnew music “man" we're have the late music already.

That's really interesting. I'm so glad to hear about that
kind of experience you had. Now ah, did the black folks accept
you just as much as whites did?

Well, not quite as much. They didn't give me an; 1g. We had

young boys in those days, you know, young white a]};s They had
more things than colored kids, because they were able to get them.
The daddies had to pay us samething. We kept up with all that

late music. Jerry had a fellow who played piano and he played by
note. We d go and he d learn us all that late music caming in.

We learn all the late music alongwith everything else, There wasn't
a thing they could call almost we didn't know it.

Were you ever a member of the Secret Societies?
Let me see. Noj I didn't get into any of those things.
What about any other 'commmity groups?

Well, a lot of colored people get us to play for them and them things
of that kind. You had a lot of colored people.

I'm going to ask you about a series of things. I want you to tell
me whether you remember them.

Okay .

Exvuse me just a minute. Were continuing here with Mr. Madison about
events that you might remember in your life anytime in the city of
Jackson? For example: during the Flood of 19277

Let me see. Well, metthe Flood that came up ablove theold Capitol.
Back in those days, the river wasn't closed in. They hadn't closed
the river in. When the river overflowed, it would just come all the
way 'cause they didn't have any levees back there in those days.

They hadn't built no levee for protection. So, the river then would
come to the old Capitol.: Evesythipg over on the hill was under water
back there in those days. We didn't have many things. They have
baseball games now. We have that there in the park. Now, what els
could we have--that is what you wanted to know isn't it? :

Um, hun. For example, do you remember anything about Hawkins Field?
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M:
H:
M:
H:

No, I don't. Where was that?
I know it was opened in 1927. That's the airfield out there.
What airfield?

I may be wrong about that. Okay, what are same of the jobs you had
that you really, really enjoyed where you earned a living other
than with your music. You told me about your band, now.

Well, when I worked at Enochs.
Enochs, where is that?

He was the manufacturer of all kinds of furn . . . You could, well
he had a big place that ran from the river up tb State wp to the
railroad. It took in that whole block fram the river down there up
to the . . . I forget the ah, name of the street what the trains
run. It was ah, West Street.

What did he do? He manufactured what?

He manufactured glasses, doors, blinds. He sold by the carloads.
He sold stuff, all o er the state of Mississippi. He had a big -
plant. He had one of the biggest plants you have,.and ah, he
manufactured all kinds of stuff: Doors, blinds, and windows he car-
ried in stock. He loaded stuff by the carloads. He had one of the
biggest plants in Mississippi during them days, and I was the head
of the Packing Company. My coach was the head when I first went
there. Ivwas young€ then. I was in my teens. My coach died. I
was working wp under my coach--~so, I learned all under my coach
what I knew about packing. Then I took over where my coach had
died and left off. I took over that part. Then, I had charge.
They'd bring the bills down. They'd bring the stuff down. They
brought the bills down and I had a file. 'Madison, say now this is
the so and so. That goes out. We want that group of stuff first
becanse we got to ship that first. But this one over here, it got
to go out the second time, the second time." I had responsibilities.’
I wasn't nothing but a young kid at that time. It wasn't anybody
had been working in that thing long enough to know anything about
it but me. I had that job myself. When they bring the bills down,
they say, 'We want this group of stuff first, Madisen.  *Pygt that there
second where it says . . ." Well, I had to make my arrangements with
Enochs 'cause I was bearing theresponsibility. They got carloads of
stuff. They got a big order for shipping stuff North. 'That's almost
a carload of stuff, Madison. You'be got to have that stuff ready
at such and such a time. I'd put that bill- . . . Now, this :
her stuff you stuff on the botton because this goes to such and such
a place. I'd have them separated, so when they go to load it in
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the cars, they'd know exactly where to go tnad get them cases.

I had ab1g responsibility. Same of that stuff went way up inNedYork
and Chicago. I had a responsibility.

Was there a period during the day that you would relax?

Yes. Twelve o'clock to one o'clock.

What did you do during this time?

Oh, sometimes we would sing. Sometimes same good fellows ah,
some of the good dancees would dance.

The men did the dancing?

The colored. In that time, they'd separate us. We use to have

dancing and singing and everything. I could sing and somebody else

couhd sing. Jerry Gardner didn't work at Enochs, but I did. I

worked there for about fifteen years.

Was if after that that you went to Indianapolis?

Umn, hum, yea.

Do you ever recall a group of people in Jackson called the 'washer women''?
No. What did they do?

They washed clothes for other people. I just wanted to know if you
recalled any of that.

We had groups that did washings like that 'cause my wife washed for
a family. I forget what their name was. She washed from when he
baby growed up to near about to a manhood.

Would she go to their home or would they bring it in to her?

She would go to their home. My wife didn't finish her schooling,
but she was smart.

I bet you recall some street talk from the "'street peddlers"?
Street Peddlers?

Un, um . . . Vendors.

Go around and peddle, yea.
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Do you remember anyltiody singing while they were peddling their goods?
Yea, yea, sure.

Could you sing a song for me?

The Japanese would go around with . . . Well, ah, let's see.
Language was hesitative to me. I never did get that kind of singing.
But, I have seen people go around and sing. I wasn't in no group
like that. We would go down and sing for chumrches.

When I was working for Enochs, fellows down there would give dances.
'I‘heywm:ldgetustoplayforthenmdsﬁmgforthenatthedmce
We's go to groups like that.

In your own family, (with your two sons and wife), how did you have
a good time? You had two sons, right?

No, I ain't got but one son.

And your wife. How did you have a good time?

The group that I had fun with was in a different area.
Did you have a good time with your wife and son?

Well, when we first started, we wasn't married. She'd come to the
dances sometimes.

Ch, I see.
Yea, shedoonetoﬂledamesthatwe'dgive We'd play for dances .
andwedgivedancesmmmmselfand d give dances and invite
people out.

Didyouevertlﬁnkofjusthavingagoodtimewithyouandymmwife
and your child?

No, I didn't have no child by my first wife.
Oh, I see.

I had one by my second wife.

Well, how did you-all have a good time?

We went to church. She was a big church member. My first wife was
a church menber, too.

What church did you belong to?
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Because some of that stuff went way up in New York and
allp witl, alok §) all Yot
Chicago, and all them places like that{ I had’a responsibility.
H: Was there a period during the day that you would relax?

M: Yes. Twelve oclock to one declock.

H: What did you do duri this time? _
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H: Do y&d"/ver recall a group of people in Jackson called the
"Washer Women."
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M: We 'had groups that did wash"‘&l&ke thaty My wife washed for
a family...I forget what their name was...She washed from
when the baby growed up to near about to a manén/,

H: Would she go to their home? Or would they bring it in to her?

M: She would go to their home, My wifep%idn't finish her
schooling, but she was smart.

H: }lbeﬁ ou recall some street talk from the "Street Peddlers?"

ay.__———-‘ ‘
Do you remember anybody singing while they were peddling
their goods?

M: ‘Lns-."b?o', Yoo P
H: Could you sing a song for me?

M~ _:ﬁl-i- tBe Japanese would go around with metzlz;irg %m_

languages Bene~-different. I never did get that kind of
o Pusdabic fo me ,

J

M
H:

s s

il
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singing. But, I have seen people go around and sing., I
wasn't in no group like that. We would go down and sing

for churches. \
When I was working for éa—id—"a' fellows down there would give
dan es and they would get _&to play for themﬂ/mtmg )/@Waf

H: In your own fzil}ﬁ ,(With your two sons and wi)fe)-rﬁh-—dd:ﬂ-
Ao ﬁmm,mﬁwww@u tio ot

l-hadusrrlyOre-son-
and bt ”7‘) v
H: 4R/-ié‘l't)"-‘ ‘aomu:{f/ /qugwmaydww7

M:, The group that I had fun with was in a different area,
H: Did youi have a good time with your wife and son?
Well, when we first started we wesa—& married. Sh&_?\dm

cagme to the dances sometimes. -Wemweowininigisre-dences—ooR@tINES

W 04 P oot
M ) pdeld aome ﬁ#&mw we'd, ﬁm’— Ma'd ples WMMWMM
H: d you ever think of just having a good time with youMOu

=

wife and u!#‘t)auu M-’

; Ld Do 4
Mw) I didn't have no child by my first wife, -F—ivat—vrre=iry-my
N JaeL :
:m »ezm:éﬂ‘%@
H- Well, how y 'all have a good time?

M: We went to Church. She was a big church member.,. My first
wife was a church member too.
H: What Church did you belong too?
_M: 1 belonged to the Baptist Church here, but when I went to

MIt"‘npd:t.anappol:l.s , I was an elder in the Presbyterian Church,
225
/ fl What Baptist Church was ,you a member here? M

ﬁ fw or et it"s een s ”%Lg ime. I was young then

@% zonly ?ﬁn‘cﬁork ?Ac/lid was wﬁén I went to%ﬁj appolis.
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Jm I was an elder in the Presbyterian Churchéww
Jﬁd’ H Tell mé -how you %tse to spend your weekends? -
o pprilidenoin

M: Well, according to where I was| en I was working with
Inids's the church would have weekend things. I wquld go
and sometimes the women in the organizationa o‘.{‘;ﬂ%é_l ’spend,oonumO Mfd)
,w/hu @f the weekend, ‘Mte different thingmiewgﬁln't have

no special thing.
H: Did you have socials at the éﬂurch?

M: MMWW@M e de o Hep oomidirise,
% dZQP belong to any clubs outside the Zhurch’ﬂ%%%mq

WM I belong to the Baseball Club.
H: Was this when you were past thirtylh%ﬁz%‘“’ Wﬁ‘?
M: Before .it was in my younger days.
H: Do you recall any Tent Revivals?
7 Hall ""‘lﬂﬁ% churches, in Mhad church revivals ﬁ% went
to“d church over on Farrish Street....Farrish Street Baptist |

Church. That's the first church I joined. ik

H: Farrish Street Church? i
M: No, it was!tapun Farrish Street 'dp churchkﬂd Farrish Street. ’
It was on, the south side of So th Street -::’/ld"w‘”‘ Wd“f L
« Mla ‘20144 &vw F-
.3 Do 0 ew call an Opera Hou that was on arris Street
& M ons Yaeh ek o (o
re was an Opera HOu on Capitol Streetm,,u

&

H: Tell me about it? ) . ’§

Al

MW’éifferent plays%d come there‘r‘/ It was just a place where ,5".

big p aMO'Jld c E?;Fia Wﬁ%mmw ;;
H: id you eve tend

m, I use to go al t\ e time"“”’ M&‘%MWW
h&ildw : Jhok W’d%&wuﬂaa’o i

MWM W sl g aong Lk Yot o Jod 5t e popt Yo
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W W%W’/ H< ,Was this Opera House on Capitol Street? Was it near Farrish

and Capitol,?

M% t was up ar Sta Streewm%en-
e M(Opera Hﬁuse I know Wb&!—ﬁm
e bt ok 1 B e

e ikt 15

W Db whue U o dot Wy cowe. 2 that dowen
H} Czn you think of any of the plays you saw there? (4 ﬂ?%w’

M: I can't place E&MMW&,
H: Mébout some of the songs?
M: Those plays were above my time.
[ Lol gouice cdoig, ook ptll 0 s G- o Aisce- o 0o
r;ﬂém about some of the Black businesses that were here that
time? From about 1900's to the 1930's.
M: Let me see...
H: Do you recall any Black banks?
MMJb.M: Well, I don't think we had got that far,
Ak a @ :
H: In 1903 they had an American Trust & S&vings BAnk locatedaw,&mj’ E
on Farrish, Do you recall that?
M: I remember, they had that down there. I didn't have much

dealings wizh them down there.

w% s Bakery?

ﬁ" éﬁf] Jtl i“wgl""mé?é/ Afloc/& Md/r} J
M )(anc/ﬂ. u% Ty Srod ‘ Wm 1? w«mu,

5 Bl Soudait 405 4 st mrM

e

m‘ M&M ;j‘:ﬁﬁf%tﬂ/ @/
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0
..

Do you remember Mr, L.K, Atweed%

M/&*aas that a lawyer?

het gl W ¥ te e Mw?wmm., '
%IKIWL b wto pomidhisg Jhad purse. 4erel M M wd‘jﬁ,{taﬂ ot ik, JH v
: C ou describe fto me how you rel hen? frorgliful,

H: Xes, um ur
M: I remgnberoﬁtwood,.but I'm trying to place what he was.
He was a big man, but I can't place what the name was.
H: Do you recall the firét telephone you saw in the city of
- Jackson?" .

M: I was working at Frank Pridgen, when they were putting in
g ﬂ;gzkt;22;92 s. A | éyv
M Ly g, puma ol Juao Phlng po Juse- Jo mmegf"j‘f M

I felt a little more of myself then, I felt I was goiﬁg some
place. A thing of that kind, you had to use it, And you
had to get use to it. .
How about sewer and running water? Did your first home have
sewer and running water?
My first hcmexhas down-back of the hill,
Yy 2

ieegy Alaiine 08 O
Méack of the @1d Capitel;a I think I told you about
me building me a house back then. I built a house back.azﬁﬁ—
and bought a lott and built a house on it, Had a house
built on it and all the children was in the kitchen in those
days.

I built this house, I was working at %ﬁ@ﬁ%ﬂ I got my
doors and blinds and things and got them cheaper down there

cause I was working for s. I had a nice house. Two



MADISON 20

Well lets see now. .. .}

doors fronted on the front porch, they wasn't behind!Wﬁa%&z&J‘
Twqfdoors with a half of kitchen, they were building them
different back there in those days and your kitchen had a
porch on the.outside. And your porch run on the outside
from your room to the outside to the kitchen, Kind of a
L-like. I was about the first one a house built lidte
that??&oo. Cause, I had got all my lumber from £%¥3§%’ I
was working for Inids, in ¢hese days.

How did you pay for all this?

Well they would take it out. I payed by the week,

/ ertdo .

They took a little bit out of your salary?

Yes, out of my salary.

e G P 27
I understand when you had a good time, mi&—m when

you were younger.

That's right. % %*]i;i

M were dancing _nglaying in the ban pyou thad a good time,

Q&etv

How did you relate to the &ity ﬁ%vernment?

&ffment, But, I was trying
to think what it could be. . .One thing, Frank would go
off and play checkers, I think I told you about that,

He'd play checkers all day and I would be the only someone
there to run the store. In those days, the people who run
the business stayed upstairs right down on State Street.
The white people stayed up stairs, and I had charge of the
whole thing.
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M:

=

s

’
4

=

All that come into my cause Mrs. Pridgeon, she didn't
want to be in amongst a whole lot of public thing like
that. Well, she had kids to take care of and so, I would
have every thing to take care of. Any business that had
to be done, I could take care of just like that like
Frank Pridgeon could. He had that much confidence in me.
Did you vote during those days?

No. Juwusrlt paliy § dert Dhuide o Lhese oy

Did‘yoy-fver vote in the city of Jackson?

)
Yes, ave voted here in the city of Jackgon.

en was that? )
%P dl QGE per, S cort Tl .., S dont bnar... .
I think the first time I voted, I thin was working at
%nids 9 thody A woo '
o O A
you know who you voted for then?¢,ﬁ%s it a city election?
I think it was a city election, cause they took us out there
in one of the trucks. They took us out on the voting out

on Farrish Street, if I'm not migtaken.

Can you tell me in approximately?&ears, when you worked for

B

ﬁell I was young then.

How young? In your twenties?

No, I was in my teens.

Did you tell me when you were born?

I was born on the twentyesecond of May, I think it was. ., .
What year? ,

I think it was. . .1883.
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H: So you were still a teenager, when you worked for @nﬂds)?

*@/, and I'm still using that voting age now.

ﬂ 0@% go and vote now, don't you?
M: ﬁ: J"}OM wdlo poo

We have talked a little about recreation, do you ever

,w%z‘ggnyer any labbit iéot Jhows? '
i Ot o, on t think so. What kind M&W

shows?
H:wwft&-just a show where people came,
H: How about some fairs?

M: Fairs. . .

H: St.ate Fairs?

W%, we use to go to fairs of that kind.

H: ]é;;/at was it like?

M: They showed. . .Whht did they show., . .They showed animals
and things. Sometimes I think they would show some kind '
of show for the fair.

H: Did you use to have a good time at the fair?

M: h’"l"?&)

H: You were still a teenager, then.

M: & "{MW A’W‘)I

: erk’zij.d yo&‘fo’g ck tg Ja zw? AN 1h7
was :ﬁﬁh IZLML eet?s‘. was about 17, L0

Before you left, you had worked for Mr. (n% Mr. Pridgeon

o RSm
_s

you had left as a teenager and went to Indianapolis. You

didn't come back here, until you retired?
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M:
H:

That's right.
How long have yonz been back here?

ng TS W dpes 48w
: gﬁjﬁen L retired.v. y I was working up there in Indian-
%cw what dod
apolis. do,

When did you come back to Jackson?
I came back here. . .I forget what year it was. I was

married then. I was around about...

Was that before World War I or after World War I? )//W%MZ/WL W
Iﬂ;'was after the war.

How many years have you been back here?

I reckon about 40 years. That's right. ... I stayed up

in Indianapolis some of that time. I stayed up there

about thirty years.

You are 84 years now. What was Jackson like when you cmme back

to the city?

It had changed right smart.

How? y
. s
Well the location of things and that t#me, Like the back,
. 5 44 r R . 4 x ‘ gt
,of the hill haa’s stzapped up Lo ¢ ¢ m
have no protection "t/:hose days. The water would

come %near about to the @ld Capitol. . .

Moo
That's*why when I built my house, I built it up near Kollsw.’,
Belhaven College, so that the water wouldn't catch me right
w when it started rising. I was up on the highest lott,W
Did’you own that land?
I owned that land.

Do you still own it?
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No not ﬁ i sold that when I went to Indianapolis.

I'f

w did you buy t land?
V4 ﬁnﬁ‘m}o%@ %ﬁﬁ”%ﬁ éf‘#l"ge owner owned

mhal Jueed”
a great big place over there. My lottfwas on that place.

4

H: Do you remember any public parks here in Jackson?
an«f&hﬂ{ Let me see. . .This baseball park that they got here now
back there in those times but it \wasn't where it is now.
I forget where the park was.; I‘fs‘lt):cau;fe in Indianapolis
around about 40 or 50 years, so it made me miss alot.

H: Well, I have about six general questions, I want you
to answer. Tell me which one of these you had the best
time in. When you were in this a’rea?

H: When you were playing muaicﬁ ' you were working?. At
ml%ecial occasions, like weddings, sports, card games,
Where did you have the best time at?

H: I had the best time when I was playing ball. Cause that
tbok you to different places. If you were good, you had
a opportunity of going on up. But, I never did get chance
to go up further. Because I did different kind of work.

I was the first one to build a house back of the hill and
I had to build it back way up further ‘cause the water

was coming in when the river rises, because they didn't

f ﬂzothing to stop it. The%i n't have no levee

H />What do you ?o now to havi e: a good time? ;:/Qw m%\
B o

Well, I belong to the church down there. But, we don't

get no,,good‘gtime down there. Very seldom, I get out for
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a:g:éd time)1fkoa.?mwlzzji"

H: How did you enjoy yourself?

M: Well, I could enjoy myself at some of the things they
give at church. Now, sometimes I am invited out to
different things of that kind. The church gives big

things, too.

H: Do you enjoy playing cards?
M: No.
H: Checkers?
M: I use to enjoy playing checkers, but I newer did care
much about playing cards,bwf./‘f&?d Aende.
r
H: Do you play checkers or anym now?

No, I don't play any checkers now. (Laughter)

H: Do you like to read?

M: Yes, I like to read;

H: Do you enjoy that?

M: Yes, I enjoy reading.

H: I want to thank you for your cooperation. You've been
most generous to talk to me.

M: You think, so.

H: Yes, sir.

H: If we can find anyway that this tape can be useful to us,
do you mind we use it to publish an article?

M: No, I would be glad then.
You understand that this tape will belong to Jackson Sfate
University, and we will try to make it available to the

public, to persons who may be interested in what a 84 year
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M R E R @

old man recalled about how he use to have a good time?
That is interesting, isn't it?

Yes. :

(Loud laughter)

You know that's what life is made of, "Good Times".
Really is.

You were the first person to see a car come down South
State Street. (Suprised)

Yes. It was a mule car. Thats the first kind of car
that was running. It didn't go no further than

Brown Street.

It was the only thing that had brick in it, (South State
Street.) Of course, Capitol Street and North State Street
were theconly streets paved, then. Céﬁitol Street didn't
go no further than the railroad. It didn't go across

the railroad at all. On the other side of the railroad,
waen't no big rich white people lived over there at all,
All of them was poor people mostly.

Capitol Street was built after the car start running,
When the mule cars was brought from down town, they would
get out at the Qld Capitol. They would have to turn
around and take the mule and things and take him back.

We were young boys. When the women got on the cars,

they all wore long dresées, and we would get on there

and see the legs. . .(Loud laughter)
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M: Yes, they got on the cars, pulled their dresses up
because it was muddy. There wasn't any streets paved.
(Loud laughéer)

H: Would you describe yourself as the "little mischievous
boy?"

M: ﬁﬁ:i I think I was. Because I was interested; the women
would laugh themselves. The women would have to pull
up their long, long dresses, and that's the only way

you would get chance to see their legs. (Loud laughter)

H: z?t are some of the other things you would do like that?
vl /’%&aﬁv ’ 4
ﬁ”: Well we wlould ,g%own ¢own and seez tm women get off
wehat o e
and on.ﬂ In those days, it was "freedom". But, it

got larger and larger, and freedom kind of broke offee«
cause people took freedom a different)\v;a . They would
use it for their purpose, look like.

H: What did "freedom" mean to you?

M: I had freedom to make my life, what it should be. I
worked at Frank Pridgeon and I had the idea of doing
that. I ss&arted at Frank Pridgeon, cause he gave me
the opportunity of doing so. I had to weigh u& ﬂjrything
that was sold: Flour, sugar, coffee, rice, abe, had to
be weighedc"f' The bags you put it in were numbered: 10,

wouldnst, hold no more than that stuft, 4 ﬁ‘ff/“” /‘/75,041
it ey

“f'ﬁ Mﬁmm;«« pa

?;, / tnd put i doisle nowr /7% :
mostly he country people, to I;uy that stuff. -Te=wes

e
ﬁ/': Diﬁa‘;’ou k%om for him? : : iy
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M; Well.
H: Did you keep track of the money? ) )
.Zﬁuoa»éﬂZZ¢Léhw2~$Léﬂﬁ%hhéﬁmay
M: They stayed up Eairs, -
re .,

had chﬁtg f all that stuff downstairs.

Frank Pridgeon, was a big checker player. They come

from New Ybrk, to )ear about Pridgeon playing checkers.

hd ey Lo ,éw. . |

H: Did you learn to play checkers from him?

No. I never did get chance to see him playing. But, I
know how to play checkers.

H: Was he a good person to work for?

M: Yes, he was ..J’MW?' /Zﬂ"‘?w?s‘

H: Did he pay you well?

M: No, back there you didn"t get much. But, I was satisfied.
Business wasn't like it is now. The bags had pounds and |
stencils on them, and I would have to be careful about that.
I had as much business to tend too, about the store as he

5

d. Sometimes, his wife would come downstairs and

mﬁ I would have to be down there taking care

wy o
j the business fﬁﬁmlx W%fﬁw tfﬁa

When I was’ at %, learned how mad—%

I would have to get the stuff out and pack it and put

it in different places. I had to put the cart, date and

ansgling o BT LLLL Wottr Mo |y fond
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H:

So, you have had a lot of responsibility during your
lifetime.

Thats right.

Two big things in your life where you have a good time is
here at the Senior Citizens Site and Church?

Thats right.

Could you explain how you have a good time here?

You have to make it. I beleive that is the only thing
you would get here. Now we could make it, if we

could get a group here and get them together to dd some~

thing.

END OF INTERVIEW
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