MR. WORK'S CONFERENCE WITH MR. WASHINGTON
CONCERNING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF
THE DEPARTMENT OF RECORDS AND REGEARCH

In May, 1908, Mr. Washington wrote me a letter. In the
letter he said he wanted to establish a Department of History
relating to the Negro. He'said he would be coming to Savannah
and asked me if I would come down to the train and see him.

I sent him a telegram stating I would come down to the train.
Then Mr. Washington gave me the hour when he would be through
Savannah.

Mr. Washington was on his way to Beaufért, South Carolina,
to speak.l He was traveling in a private car. He travelled in
style. He had a pullman for his party and so that amounted to
a private car. )

This was the day after the commencement here and Charles
Anderson of New York had been the commencement speaker, and
he had Anderson and Emmett Scott, his secretary with hims I
do not recall any of the others. He got into Savannah ab?ut
8 o'clock at night. They switched his car off &nd kept it
thére that night. ‘ n

I went down to the car and said that I wanted to see Nr.
Washington. He was out in the open pullman. Mr. Scott came
and stood by him. In general, whenever he was going to talk
to anybody about anything that was important, his secretary
was there. Mr. Scott would tell him the next day just what
had happened.

This is what took place. I told him whe I was. He nodded

his head. I don't think he ever shook hands with me. I told



him I came down in reply toc his letter. rHe wanted to know where I had
been educated amd I told him. He wanted to know what I thodght about

;o
aen

ct

his suggestion and I told him I would have to think it over. He
t0ld me to come over to Tuskegee and we would settle it. Then when I came
here he sent a carriage down to Tuskegee Town to meet me. I don't think
any one but Ductor'ﬁashington got off the train at Chehaw and rode out
to Lh@ sch@ol in the car?iage. Less than 30 days after I first saw him
I was hvle Aorklng. They gave me a guest room in Rockefeller Hall. The
next day I reported to Mr. Scott and Nr. Scott let Nr. Hashington know
I was here. Then Mr. Washingtoncalled me in and he alse had Mr. J.H.
(his brother) in. I noticed at this meeting that Mr. Scott was not
there. Later he called in Mr. Logan. These three men were Tuskegee, Mr.
Washington, Mr. J.H. and Mr. Logan. All his really important. things
he discussed with these two individuals.

I told him he did not want a History Depirtment of the Negro but

what
I thought/he wanted was information about what is taking place at the
present with reference to the Negro. He didn't say yes or no. He went
oﬁ to talk about what I was to get and how long I was to work. I told
|

him that this was a year round job and not a nine months affair. I was
to get $1,200 a year. This was in 1208. There were onl& about two or
three otheres getting that here. I was to have a month's vacation with pay.

Everybody here, 1n“1u]*n5 Mr. Scott, got thelidea that 1 came to
establish a placement bureau. The kind of thing Heninburg is doing now.

Mr. Davis wanted to know if it was not also thought that Mr. Nork

came Lo establish a department to furnish information to the Principal 's

.

to get information about the occupati of the Tuskegee
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raduates and I told Dr. Washington that I had done soneth
on a small scale. To the general public the report was that I was btrought
here to find out what the graduates were doing and to keep arecad of
the graduates. That was a part of the job.
"

I went tc Hampton to see how they kept their files on the graduates

and I got everything they had there in a day. I brought that information

back and that was the thing that the public knew about. Now that wasn't
‘tl-'ze thing that Mr. Washington had in mind. He had in mind this de-
partment as it has been developed. He went in that irﬁdirect way to get
what he wanted but that indirect way has caused a lot of trouble because
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Tuskegee still has the idea that this department was and is to find about

the graduates eir-e doing.

In our meeting my fi st day here at Tuskegee somebody asked what was
. to be the name of the work and I said the Department of Records and
Research. The Records would take care of the information on the graduates
and the Research would allow for other things. That is the origin of the
Department of Records and fesearch.

Now Mr. Scott who directed ﬁhe publicity of the school had ne
record of what went on in this meeting. Mr, Lc,,gé,n had a recerd of what I
was to get. Mr. J.H. was in there but most of what was said was over his
head. These three men were not in the habit of discussing things and so
the people here never did find out what went on in that reeting. T don't
think I was ever In a mee®ing with those three men after that time.

Dr. Thomas Jesse Jones was responsible for my coning here. He had

been to Savannah and know scmething of the work I was doing.Br. Jones
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said that there should be more accurate infermation available at Tuskegee
Institute. Two things were discus sed at Hamp ton by Dr. Jores and Nr.
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