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~. JOKES
I am Louise Goins., I am going to talk to Mrs, knma Jones, I am here at

Canton Public High School. Mrs, Jones has worked with the head siart progrem,
G, Mrs, Jones, were you exposed to an early childhood education?
J: I guess you can call it that Mrs., Goins, I started to school at the age
of five., I don't even remember the name of the school that I attended. But I
do Ikmow it was located in Holly Spring, Mississippi, and that I was five years
of age. I also remember that it was a Caltholic school.
G: You are not referring to the rirst grade, second grade or what have you?
This is a school that you attended betore you sctually entered school?
J: ‘That's right,
Gs What kind of education were you given at that period?
J: Well, I suppose that they called it then, as they do now, they refer to it
as the primery grades or kindergarten grades, We were sort of introduced %o
to what we, you know, woulda come in contact with during the first graae. We
learned. the besic that we would be exposed to in grade school,
G: Do you believe that this training had an etfeet on the way you performed
once you entered grade school?
Js I think so, Mrs, Goins, I feel that an early childhood education is es-
sential to a child's progress in schbol during the latter years, I feel that
it helped me tremendously. It helped me to adapt socially, as well as academe
ically, to the things that I was faced with through grade school, and secondary
school, and then on to graduave school and then graduste school.
G: So you are considering this education as & foundation for education you
would receive later?
J: Certeinly, I definitely £€el thAT eeesceccecceroooccoscsscesssscesosonesn
G: So are you saying that you believe that it would be to the advantege of

children before they enter the elementary grades to be exposed to an early
education program?
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J: Yes, Mrs, Goins, I sincerely feel.that it is an advantage, I worked with
the head start progrem, which is an early childhood progrem, and then I was
fortunately enough to leave the head stert program and enter into the publiec
school system. And whiie 1 worked with head start, i had a chance to substi =
tute., And in this capacity, I had an opportuniiy to worx wiuh grades one vhru
twelve. Course once I was contracted I worked wiuh grades seven thru twelve,
But the point I would iike to make is thet you could detinitely identify the
children who had had eerly childhood.training. Once you worked with Iirsv
greaers, second graders, they were just aajusted more so than the other chil-
aren, 'Thir academic progress was superior. I Jjustu feel it really is aavan=
tageous,

G: How many children were there in your family?

Jt ‘there were ten of us,

G: And were you all exposed vo an early chiidhood educatiom?

J: No., I think about two of us Were exposeda to eariy childhood education,

G: Well can gou tell me how the other chilaren received preschool learning?
Js DBasically, through home training, and you kwow, experiences with the

older sisters and ovrothers., I was the oldest sister and I haa one vrother

who was older than I am, Ana naturally children who are subjectea to metvhods
and materials that they will encounter in the later years at school will ao
betts®, And they haa the opportunity to talk over and look over, ana learn
trom us, And I think it helped, Even though they aidn't have the opportu-
nity to atvena an early chiidhood program, they were somewhat exposed, Of
course my mother was o great factor pehind aii oi us. She would always

sit and try to teach us our ABC's and learn some of the fundsmentals, you

know, thav you woula getv in school, grede school.

e

és Well, Mrs, Jones, why was it that two of you were exposed to an eerly

childkood eaucation and the others weren't?
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Js It had to do.with personal factors, Ny mother was a murse when we were
Very young we were the #wo oldest, And upon her second marriage, she moved
to Oxtora, Mississippi., And in the sixties, there wes no progrem in the
¢ity, you know, that thé children could be enrolled in, You mey have haa very
few kindergartens there but they were so expensive until family finances
would notv permit momma to emroll the other children, And she was & mrse
at the time we lived in Holly Springs, younger. So we were just lucky,

Gs Do you think it woula heve been the desire of your parents %o have had
their other children probaply enfolled in a program similier to the one
you attemded? If iv had been possible?

Js Certainly, Now as my mother got older and head stert came intoexist-
ence, some of my younger sisters dia attend head start, I guess about

the last three of them, But these in between did not have the opportunity
aue to lack of faciiity. bBut knowing my mother as I do, I know that would
have been her desire to have everyone of her children in something like
head start or preschool institution,

G: Well, Mrs., Jones, you memtioned that some of the children were taught
at home. The two of you attenaed & kindergarten, May I ask who taught

at home? How did you determine when vo veach?

J: Weli, actualiy, you know, nhow children generall jJust si. a.ouna and
mother somevimes instruct us to heip so-ande=so learn nis ABC*s, and we
would sit and have speiling contest, And my mother cme from & family that
was educational oriented, Her father was & minister and school teacher
and she always had a strong desire to go to school, So this is one thing
that she has tried persistently instill into us. Go to school and leaxrn.

So many times she would sit and give us little prizes for spelling or
teke us over owr ABC's, And , you know,try to entice us to do the things
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that were neccessary to acquire a quality education.

Gs Vhat you are sayin in e sense is that your parents had to take a greater
role in seeing that the younger chilaren did get some preparation for the
preschool training,

Js Detinitely so.

G; Vhat did you teach these young people that probably they would not learn
at home in your head stvars class?

Js I worked and I dia not have direct contact, you know, in the capacity
of teachinmg the children. I would supervise, you know, But the teachers
who were employed at the center would teach things lie 'the alphabets, mm-
bers, and things of that sort.

Gs And the children in this pertioular program, what kind of family would
they come from? What would be their family backgrouna?

J: Well it was really & mixture of it all, I would say we did have some
people from background you would consider to be miadle e¢lass, but most of
them, I would have to conclude ceme from pershaps poverty stricken families.
Usually considered to to be underprivileged, Perents who were working

and needed a place to leave their children, get them & free meal, It
served two purposes_to educate them and those purpomes,

Gs Is there something other than this that they are tauvght atv head svart
that they probably would not getv &t home?

J:. Well, I would have to think about that one a little bit, One thing
#ley would get would be learning how to mix with the chilaren. Leerning
how to adjust, you know., You can learn this to a certain extent at home,
but it woula be limitea to the family group, and head start of course
brought them in contact with persons outside the family, Anc this is

very important in going to school. I think Mrs, Jones,Mrs Aradell Jones,
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the prineiple at McNeal, said in one of of our faculty meeting when wereturned
to school trom summer one time that hen school dealt basically with learning
the children to sive Just to sit in chairs, Many of them come to school
and they are accustomed to getting up and flouneing around, If they want wae
ter,they get it, If they they want to go to the bathroom, they go. But in
heed start they learn to go at intervals as designated for these purposes,
they learn to share, they learn to adjust sociablly,

G: Can you think of any other services rendered by head stert that is not
in the area of educavion? So to speek,

Jt Detrinktely so. We did have people employed to work with them to take
care of their physical needs, Like they would be teken to doctors, get dental
work doneend have an opportunity to be checked thoroughiy., Get a compleie
Puysical av leasi three times per Per Jell, ai. iy wouwiu Keep recoras on
aliizhis, A lot of chilaren came in who were in need of denbal work and
physieal attention from physicians, and they were given this, You know they
get balancea meals, I think i mentioned that, I think this is highly impor-
tant,

G Mrs, Jones, What do you think about the head start progranm in your com-
munity? Do you think it is serving any need that could not be fulfilled in
the home? Is that what you are sa,ing?

Js Well, I think you know that the human race is intelligent and they could
adjust and adapt to the need at hand, But it is certainly one of the means
that could be utilized to solve a lot of problems, And because of hesad
stert, they do not have to seek other means., Child care, for instance, &

at the age of three wbuld have to be cared for, would have to be fed, and
head start does this, They get cereal and snacks in between and I know this

is advantageous to parents.
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G: Vhat do you think the future of the head start program is? Do you think
the need for it will eventually fade away? Or do you think the need for it
will contime to exist . for coming generations?

J: Well, the need won't fade away but the progrem itself will, I think,
will fade into a very large operation, It will be much larger and persheps it
will phase into something on & national scale, The trend is leaning toward
that presently, And I certainly hope that this will be trme in the future,
It's a very effeotive program, It's very instrumental in preschool training
for chilaren and I think that the federal govermment has proposed plans that

will heve tunds release or appropriated, you know, for this progrem on &

large scale, I think President Carter has started something, I think he was
suppose to make some type of proposal to the legislature in this regard,

There is nothing detinitely conecrete, you know, on this now, But it has been

mentioned I think in the US News and World Report. I definitely think its
going to phrase into something , you know, that will exist on the national
scale, The only thing is that I hope that it will not get too bogged down

with red tape and paper work and cause it to phrase out in many local areas
where it is definitely needed, you know, People are afraid of red tape and,
you know, paper work, If you put too much of this on them, then sometimes
they will not pecome involved in the program rather than to be pojhered with,
you know, paper work,

G: Mrs, Jonmes, Why aid you say that you felt the progrem will get larger?

Why?

Js Well, like I said, the President has made proposals , or he has mentioned
proposals that he hopes to offer to Congress, You know that will enlarge the
program meke it something on & national scale.

Gs Would this be an indication that the program hes thus far been very effec~
wive?

J3 I think so and then they see & great need for it now and in the future. And
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we know we are not going to stop reproducing, so eering for childrencand eduoa~
ting of the people is one of the task of the govermment aud I suppose he is
working toward that end.

G Thank you Mrs. Jones,
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