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By REGINALD KAVANAUGH
g Home News staff writer

black activist ‘JoAnne Chesimard is all

v1ce e

defendants have raised the issue of
. underrepresentation of blacks and His-
panics on Middlesex County jury lists,

pass over nonwhites.

.

In testimony given by representa-
.'tives of the Middlesex County Jury
~ Commission at several such proceed-
+./ings in the past 10 years, any lack of
- nonwhites' called for jury service al-
- ways has been attributed to the source
of those summoned for j jury duty — the
i "rolls of registered voters.

.

% , In a 14+ page oprmon ona challenge to

- grand jury impaneled in January 1968,
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| JOANNE CHESIMAlRD ‘wrote that there is no exclusion of any

..faces all-white jury L B

The Jury that will decide the fate o

white — but not because of any design:
_to preclude nonwhites from  juryser-.

Although defense laners for other

the courts have found no scheme to

" the makeup of a Middlesex County"“
- Superior Court Judge Joseph Halpern .

group from jury service, and that the .
Jury commxssxoners properlv exercrse

)udgment in formulatmg the Jury hsts

s Halpern also supported the process

of obtainingthe names. of ‘prospective ..

jurors from the county’s voting lists.
<He ‘said" it was constitutiorially sound
- because there is “no- opportumty for
dlscnmlnatton ey

Yienas

There have been subsequent cases in
which the county courts have relied on

Halpern s rulmg

Experlence has shown the jury com-
missioners that nonwhites do not regis-.
ter to vote in the same proportion as do
whites. Thus, there are more whites

available for service on jurles than

nonwhites, blacks and Htspanlcs

The 1970 U.S. Cénsus drsclosed that

Middlesex County’s population was

+ 583,813 persons and that 37,088 — or
about 63 per cent -~ were nonwhite. -
Nelllicr the voter registration rolls

' nor jury hsts provide any information

as to the mdxvrdual S race.

Therefore there is no recorded mfor-
mation as to the racial background of

the 408 persons called: for potential

service on the jury that is currently

“hearing murder and other charges.

agamst Vlrs Chesrmard

Most of the 408 persons were ques-
. tioned in: the chambers of Superior
- Court Judge Theodore Appleby,-where
the press was not permitted. However,
The Home News was {old that about i3
or. 14 persons were. exther black or;
llxspamc et

That would mean that of the total 408

- persons interrogated about 3.1 per cent
were nonwhite — a percentage roughly
half of the nonwhites in the county: ",

Appleby conducted the closed-door
. questioning to weed out those individu-!
als who could not sit on the jury — the
~majority either because they had
formed opinions about Mrs. Chesi-

. mard’s guilt or innocence or because

service on a sequestered jury would

“ cause them financial hardship.

From the original 408 persons ques-
tioned, 86 were. placed in a pool for
questioning in more detail. And it was '

~«from’ this group that the current

15-member jury panel was selected.

¢ Of those in the pool, six were black.

‘Five women were excused; four for  »
cause and one challenged by the state.

" The"sixth black, a man, was still'a';

member of the pool at the time the jury - -

panel selection was completed




