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becauselof the history associated with. it as the first public school building
ipr blacks in Jackson. Though the oldest and most prestigeous bléck churches
are still within the district, their old structures have been replaced with
hodern ones.

Historically significant as aii economically independent black community,
the Farish Streét Neighborhcod Historic District is the largest such community
in the state. Located roughly two blocks west of the State Capitol Building,
i£ has generally the following street boundariés: east by Lamar Street, south
bv Hamilton Street, west by Mill Street and no?th by Fortification Street. It
covers 138 acres, 693 residences and 95 qommercial buildings. The area retains
historical associations with black professionals who achieved prominence on'
state, local and national levels; black businessmen who owned their shops; and
Yiack craftsmen who constructed many of the buildings in the district.

Prior to the CIvil War, much of the area now located within the historic
district belonged to large estates. Lt is the. ares where free blacks may have
had their homes. This land was surveyed and subdivided in the 1870s. By the

1 As early as 1908, one-third

1880s it became a segregated area for blacks.
of this area was owned by blacks; one-half of the black families owned their
own houseé; and over one-third of the homes in which blacks lived were owned
by blacks: 2

The Farish Street Historic District neighborhood was built by and for
the descendants of slaves. In it one can observe the modest homes which the
freedmen built. It is an excellent examp.> of an African American southern

jim crow community. Most of the neighbor!i «d is a statement about the nature

and quality of the workmanship in vernaculiL: architectural styles between

lugtatement of Significance,'" Nation.. _gzister Nomination, July 1978
2D. W. Woodard, Negro Progress in a !'" Issippi Town: Being a Study of
Conditions in Jackson, MS (Cheny, Pu. Committee of 12 for the Advance-

ment of Interests of the Negro Race, 3).
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1880 and the late 1940s. When properly researched and studied this neighborhood
will tell us about the quality of life which the former slaves and their
descendants lived during the first sixty-five years after slavery. Beginning with
World«War I, during the depression, World War II and after the 1960s many blacks left
this neighbqrhood in search of jobs and a better quality of life outside of
“the jim crow south. Others left as'suburban neighborhoods became available
to them. They left behind in the community the legacy tﬁat the former slaves
and their children had built. This is a legacy which they had permitted to
subside in their memory and one which the new owners and tenants or the city
in general knew little of.

These interviews tap the collective memories of present and former
residents of the Farish Street Historic District. Prominent residents still
living in the Historic District include Mrs. James Gooden, former school
teacher and wife of the Negro Superintendant of Schools in the 1950s. Anothef
similar interview is with Mr. Charles Wilson, a former principal of Smith
Robertson School, a writer and local dramatist.

Interviews with other professional who have lived in the area include
Dr. David White, the first black optometrist in Jackson, and the widow of
Dr. C. L..Barnes, a prominent dentist.

The majority of the sixty-two narrators represent the middle

class socio-ecomomic strata of th Farish Street Historic District. These
persons include Mrs. Julia Barnes, a residence and rental property owner;
Mrs. Lillian Rhodes, resident and widower of a building contractor who
constructed many of the homes in the Farish Street HAistori. District; and
Mr. Ernest Luckett, a retired small commuq}ty grocery store owner.

Among the interesting topics covered in the interviews are: early

black education in Jackson, Mississippi; night life during the big band era;
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black businesses; shopping on Saturday on Farish Street; church and religious
activities; recreational activities; the Civil Rights Movement and general

black life styles in a southern black community during the era of Jim Crow. f/})

C/ {
Rether—than being-a-supplement-to—-printed materiads., Ehe interviews

represent the creation of a new source of information documenting an era.
They fill in a vﬁid or gap in the traditional archival materials. Most of
the interviews were collected as-a part of the NEH Community Project and
t&enty—six were conducted by the community residents. Another thirty-four

. '
Vere.cpndu;tsd'bx students in Dr. A. Harrison's various Oral History classes.£5 0
The rem;;niﬁg twelve were conducted by Dr. A. Harrison to answer specific
questions that were raised in the preparation of the brochures in the Farish
Street Historic District.

The tapes and transcriptions were processed in the Institute for the
Study of the History, Life and Culture of Black People at Jackson State
University. Copies of released transcriptions.with individual summaries and
indexes are housed and available for scholarly use at Jackson State University,
Henry T. Sampson Library and at the Smith Robertéon Museum and‘Cultural
Center.

The project director, Alferdteen Harrison, was assisted by many Jackson
State University students. Among them were: Ms Terry McDonald, Ms Selma

Gant, and Mr. Burton R. Smith. Staff persons have included: Ms Donna Rodgers,

secretary; Mrs. Willie M. McClendon and Mr. Herd E. Graves.

‘September 1983
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recollections of Farish Street; why it ijs difficult for blacks to establish
businesses; occupational experiences: history of his business; and why it is
important to have support from all races. June 20, 1978, 10 pages,
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: Business Owner

Discusses learning to sew by watching his mother; history of his
business; experiences as a black busines: owner; businesses on Farish
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Attorney
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Street; law suit against University of Mississippi on behalf of James
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businesses. located in the Farish Street area. September 22, 1981, 6 pages,
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INTERVIEWER: Alferdteen Harrison, STATU.,: Transcribed and released
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. . Retired Principal
- Discussed personal background; family history; former Principals of Smith’
Robertson; Smith Robertson School; his family; and likes and dislikes about
Smith Robertson. June 19, 1978, 7 pages, INTERVIEWER: Rcy Welch
STATUS: Transcribed and released

Jackson, A. N. (1907-1983) 0. H. 81.07

_ Retired Principal
Discusses family background; educational background; college experiences; Smith
Robertson School; Integration Law of 1954; and feeling about preservation of
Smith Robertson School. February 21, 1981, 3 pages, INTERVIEWER: Kenneth
Gibson, STATUS: Transcribed

Jones, Lillie Bell 0. H. 78.11
Business Woman
Discusses educational background; occupational experiences; history of
the Marino Branch YWCA; programs offered at YWCA; changes that have occurred
at the YWCA; and the YWCA influence on young people. June 20, 1978, 5 pages,
INTERVIEWER: Catherine McMichael, STATUS: Transcribed and released

Jones, Lillie Bell \ ' 0. H. 80.08
- Business Woman
Discusses personal backer~nnd; history of YWCA; ocrupational experiences;
education; clubs and organizational involvements; old songs; black doctors and
nurses; and recreatiomal activities. July 19, 1980, 5 pages,
INTERVIEWER: Cora Mason, STATUS: Transcribed and released

Jones, Lillie Bell 0. H. 81.46
: Business Woman
Discusses activities on Farish Street; depression; riding trolley cars
and the horse and buggy; bright lights on Farish Street; condition of the
area; problems she encountered while teaching; and Smith Robertson School.
September 17, 1981, 6 pages, INTERVIEWER: Alferdteem Harrison,
STATUS: Transcribed

Jones, Lillie Bell ’ 0. H. 81.54
' Business Woman
Recollections of social and cultural life on Farish Street; history of
YWCA; activities offered by the YWCA; and «langes that have occured in the Farish
Street area. September 30, 1981, 1l pages, INTERVIEWER: Alma Cousin and
Lillian Rhodes, STATUS: Transcribed .



Johnson, Hickman, Rev. 0. H. 78.21
' i ' ' Minister
Discusses personal information; education: occupational experiences;
role of the Farish Street Baptist Churchj; Civil Rights.Struggle; Freedom Riders;
significance of Farish Street; revitalization of Farish Street; deterioration
of the area. June 23, 1978, 7 pages, INTERVIEWER: Ada Anderson,
STATUS: Transcribed and released :

Kendrick, Mary L. S. (1924- ) A 0. H. 81.57
Business Woman
Discusses joh/work experiences; streets and business that no longer

exist; what Farish Street was like when she came there to live; major land-
owners; Civil Rights Movement; and black businesses in the area. September
19, 1981, 13 pages, INTERVIEWER: Cheryl Payne, STATUS: Transcribed and
released

Lackey, Sallie (deceased) 0. H. 78.26
Resident
Discusses personal background; what Farish Street was like when she
first moved there; rental houses; work experiences; black landowners; and
* prostitution. May 12, 1978, 9 pages, INTERVIEWER: Michael Leveritt,
STATUS: Transcribed

Lee, Edward (1911- ) 0. H. 78.08
o Business Owner
Discusses history of the Edward Lee Hotel; importance of family
cooperation; qualifications of prospective employees; early recollection of
Farish Street; and the deterioration of the Farish Street area. June 20, 1978,
7 pages, INTERVIEWER: Louella Robinson, STATUS: Transcribed and released

Lee, Edward (1911- ) 0. H. 82.04
Business Owner
Discusses personal background;educational background; teacher's salary;
purchasing of a restaurant in 1925; businesses in the area; and the minstrel
shows that performed on Mill and Hamilton Street. July 16, 1982, 16 pages,
INTERVIEWER: Alferdteen Harrison, STATUS: Transcribed
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Lindsey, Carolyn (1946- ) 0. H. 81.03

IRS Representative
Discusses personal background; educational background; Smith Robertson;
work experiences and family. March 3, 1981, 4 pages, INTERVIEWER: Kenneth
Gipson, STATUS: Transcribed and released
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Luckett, Ernest . 0. H. 81.52
' . Business Owner
Discusses his first experience attending public school; Smith Robertson:
family background; and black lawyers in the area. September 28, 1981,
6 pages. INTERVIEWER: Alferdteen Harrison, STATUS: Transcribed and
released

Luckett, Ernest ' 0. H. 81.68
‘ Business Owner
Discusses his business on Farish and Monument Street; other black businesses
in the area; types of customers; appearance of his store; store speciality;
change of patronage after the opening of New Deal Supermarket; Beartrap;
and a dancing school located in the area. October 1, 1981, 9 pages,
INTERVIEWER: Doris Sirgew, STATUS: Transcribed

Martin, Theresa (1926- ) 0. H. 81.47
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Discusses background;businesses located in the area; and the Bethlehem
Center. September 18, 1981, 2 pages, INTERVIEWER: Lillian Rhodes
STATUS: Transcribed

Miller, W. E. (1903-deceased) . 0. H. 78.15
Physician .
Discusses personal background; education; Smith Robertson School; and
businesses in the Farish Street area. June 21, 1978, 5 pages,
INTERVIEWER: London Moffett, STATUS: Transcribed

Moffett, London (1915- ) 0. H. 78.04
Resident
Discusses personal background; education; reason for moving to Jackson;
discipline; businesses in the Farish Street area; dances; ‘minstrel shows;
and night life on Farish Street. June 21, 1978, 8 pages, INTERVIEWER: John
R. McIntosh, STATUS: Transcribed and released

|/ Myers, Carl G. 0. H. 78.01A

Business Owner
Discuss being the owner of Myers Coffee Company om Farish Street; history
of the business and other businesses in the area; charges occuring in the area;
Red Light District; Heart's Alley; and deterioration of the Farish Street
area. March 28, 1978, 8 pages, INTERVIEWER: Michael Leveritt
STATUS: Transcribed



Noel, Susie (1893- ) _ ' 0. H. 82.07

Recollections of Dr. McCoy; Gus Coats; NAACP; Freedom Riders; other
prominent black person either living inthe area or practicing meddcine; and
her family. December 16, 1982, 17 pages, INTERVIEWER: Alferdteen Harrison,
STATUS: Transcribed

Payne, Cheryl (1947- ) 0. H. 8l1.64
Resident -
Discusses personal background; religious affiliation; Smith Robertson;
Farish Street's condition; traffic problems; black businesses in the

area; deterioration of the area: and the rationale for remaining in the Farish
Street area. September 21,1981, 10 pages, INTERVIEWER: Margaret M. Abdullah,
STATUS: Transcribed and released

Reece, Dorothy (1948- ) 0. H. 81.60
' Resident
Discusses personal background; education; night clubs; dances; visiting
Farish Street; and businesses in the area. September 27, 1981, 4 pages,
INTERVIEWER: Irene Hampton, STATUS: Transcribed and released

Rhodes, Robert III 0. H. 80.09
Retired Contractor
Discusses family history; how he began doing carpentry work; work experience;
Smith Robertson; religious background; problems of being a property owner;
problems his father encountered while building a planation in the Delta.
July 8, 1980, 10 pages, INTERVIEWER: Doris Sirgew, STATUS: Transcribed and
released
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/Rippy, Rosie  (1919- ) ' 0. H. 80.04A
’ Retired Domestic Worker
Discusses personal background; work experiences; buying property; and
feelings about Farish Street. July 19, 1980, 2 pages, INTERVIEWER: Virgie
Ella Barnes, STATUS: Transcribed and released

Rundles, James 0. H. 80.25
Business Man
Discussed personal background; entertainment of Farish Street; big bands
that came to Farish Street; WOKJ; J. R. Lynch; deterioration of property in
the area; Mississippi being a dry state; community support of local boards;
popular songs; and his recollection of playing in a band. July 15, 1980, 7 pages,
INTERVIEWER: Dorothy Smith, STATUS: Transcribed and released

Saleem, Raham (1951- ) 0. H. 81.70
Resident
Discusses Smith Robertson School; gold crown; former teacher; songs;
talent shows; graduation activities; May Day celebration; Central Methodist

Church; murals on wall at Smith Robertson; Farish Street; neighborhood children; -
and going swimming. April 1, 1982, 12 pages, INTERVIEWER: Alferdteen Harrison,
STATUS: Transcribed and released



Sanders, Thelma ' 0. H. 75.01
Business Owner
Discusses personal background; educational and occupational experiences;
organizations she belong to; reason for opening her business; not bing able
to try on clothes at white stores; type of clothing she carries; going to the
Jackson Community; and helping other get started in their own businesses.
, June 5, 1975, 5 pages, INTERVIEWER: Mildred Williams, STATUS: Transcribed
and released A

Shepherd, Lucille M. (1915- ) . 0. H. 81.51
Resident

Discusses living in the Farish Street area; shot gun houses; restaurants
in the area such as Home Dining Room, Shepherd's Kitchenette, etc.; Central
United Methodist Churchj; church songs; organizations she belonged to like the
Beautician Association, YWCA; social 1lfie on Farish Street; recollection of
public parks; and changes that would improve the appearance. of the area.
September 24, 1981, 3 pages, INTERVIEWER: Alma Cousin, STATUS: Transcribed
and released

\ Slaughter, Elsie M. (1891- )_ ' 0. H. 80.04B
) Property Owner
Discusses family history; reason for moving to Jackson; buying property;
first Negroes to purchase property in Jackson; registering to vote; educational
background; how whites obtained property by just paying the taxes. July 25,
1980, 5 pages, INTERVIEWER: Virgie E. Barnes, STATUS: Transcribed and released

Smith, Leroy (1918~ ) 0. H. 78.03

' College Professor

Discusses personal background; education; family history; familv discipline:
Smith Robertson School; entertainmnet in the early 1900s on Farish Street; social
activities on Farish Street; night clubs black owned businesses; Farish Street
as the mecca of black social life in Jackson; theatre that blacks could attend;
minstrel shown on Mill and Hamilton streets; Negro Fair; hotel accommodations
comparison of night life on Farish Stree¢t to what we have today. June 19, 1918,
7 pages, INTERVIEWER: John R. McIntosh, STATUS: Transcribed and released

Starks, William (1922- ) 0. H. 78.16
Retired Federal Employee

Discusses the Big Apple Inn, Big John; .pig ears:; hot tamales; hot smokes;
people selling off of a two wneel cart; Mexicans; restaurants in the area; night
clubs like the Crystal Palace and Savory Ballroom; people coming to Big Apple Inn
after dances; lunch programs, eating at Big John's; and how Big John treated his
customers. June 20. 1978, 5 pages INTERVIEWER: Eli Crayson, STATUS: Trans-
cribed and released -

Taylor, Wendell (1915- ) 0. H. 78.22
Retired Minister -
,Discusses personal background; family history; education; hobbies; religious
affiliation;holidays usually celebrated; traveling experiences; Civil Rights in
Mississippi; black lawyers and physician®in Jackson during that time; organization
that had an affect on the area such as the YWCA and YMCA; prostitutionj;urban



Taylor, Wendell (con't) A
renewal: and preservation of the Farish Street District. June 24, 1978, 6
pages, INTERVIEWER: Ada Anderson, STATUS: Transcribed and released

Thames, Elizabeth 0. H. 78.12
' Business Owner
Discusses her life before entering her current profession; education;

' description of l.er business; what Farish Street was like when she came here
in 1953; deterioration of the area; her main competition; nroblem she has
encountered being in business; organizations she belongs’' to ; family history;
and success in her business. June 19, 1978, 7 pages, INTERVIEWER: Linda
A. McLaurin, STATUS: Transcribed and released

Thomas, George Rev. (1882-deceased) 0. H. 78.30
: Retired Minister
Discusses personal background; what Jackson was like when he first came
~ here; major businesses on Farish Street; population of the area when he came
“and the accelerating increase in later years; Dr. Redmond; major property owners;
Smith Robertson; Magnolia Builders Savings and Association; Neshoba County;
influential people of the area; major grocery stores; first car owned by a
black; and houses he built in the area. November 8, 1977, 11 pages,
INTERVIEWER: Michael Leveritte, STATUS: Transcribed and released

Tibbs, Josephine (1904- ) 0. H. 81.50
Recollections of the Farish Street area; Smith Robertson as the only public
school; sardine loaf; Professor Lanier; Mt. Helm Church; businesses in the area;
work experiences; State Fair; public parks; and black doctors. September 26,
1981, 4 pages, INTERVIEWER: Alma Cousin, STATUS: Transcribed and released

Tucker, Hannah (1920- ) 0. H. 81.66

Business Owner

Discusses personal background; work experience; what Farish Street was like

when she came here; reason. for opening her business; how the changes on Farish
Street affected her business; businesses in the area that are no longer there;
Paris Cleaners; Home Dining Room; Civil Rights activities; and plans for her
business. October 8, 1981, 8 pages, INTERVIEWER: Margaret M. Abdullah,
STATUS: Transcribed and released

Tynes, Wilmon (1926- ) 0. H. 81.49
Resident
Recollections of Farish Street; personal background; historical houses in the
area; activities on Farish Street; dances; Crystal Palace; and big bands.
September 21, 1981, 3 pages, INTERVIEWER: Alma Cousin, STATUS: Transcribed
and released |
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White, Fanny B. (1913- ) : 0. H. 78.09
: Retired Teacher

Discusses family backeronnd; education; becoming supervisor: Dr. Eastman;
chanres that have occurred in the city; early recollection of Jackson;
educational opportunities, wusic and dances; .flood of 19Y27; Tougaloo College;
being im Sunbeam Band; first experience with a telephone; not having a
welfare-system; health system; recreational activities; black theatres;
violence; and relationship between whites and blacks. June 19, 1978, 7 pages,
INTERVIEWER: Mohammed Bassiru Sillah. STATUS: Transcribed and released

White, Laverne (1936- ) : 0. H. 78.13
’ Business Woman
Discusses personal background; education; Farish Street in the early
1950s and 1960s; Freedom Riders; what business was like when she first started;
success of Boot's Flower Shop; future plans; redevelopment of Farish Steet;

Red Light District; and YMCA. June 19, 1978, 7 pages INTERVIEWER: Linda
A. McLaurin, STATUS: Transcribed and released
Williams, Lee (1900- 0. H. 78.17

Retired Railroad Worker
Discusses personal background; worker; Big Apple Inn; Big John's; tamale
wagon; hot smokes; pig ears; cost of a dinner on Farish Street; work experience;
recreational activities; Smith Robertson; Proctor's Cafe; Flood of 1927;

Farish Street; and former teachers. June 22, 1978, 10 pages, .
INTERVIEWER: Eli Grayson, STATUS: Transcribed and released
Williams, Lee (1924- ) 0. -Hs 81.55

Former Vice-President
of- Administration, JSU
Discusses Blue Vein Society; Gus Redmond; Lanthams; William S. Hart; Red
Circle; sardine loafs; bands; ladies of the night; Alamo Theatre; businesses
_on Farish Street; and jobs being very limited. September 30, 1981, 5 pages,
INTERVIEWER: Alma Cousin, Lillian Rhodes, Alferdteen Harrison,
STATUS: Transcribed and released

Williams, Lee (1924- ) ,-0. H. 77.27
- Former Vice-President
. ; of Administration, JSU
Discusses owning property on Farish Street;black realtors; and homeowners;
black businesses in the area such as barbe: shops, banks, nightclubs, etc,;

Smith Robertson; Mt. Helm Church; working «: a yard/house boy; and recollection
of the first black person getting a car in .ackson. October 27, 1977, 13 pages,
INTERVIEWER: Deborah McGothin, STATUS: Transcribed and released
Wilson, Ada ) 0. H. 78.02
Teacher
) Discusses coming to Jackson; her huste .mily history; running Wilson's
Grocery Store; major landowners; prominent ! le in the area; history of Smith
Robertson; school closing; addition of new cets: her husband writing a book
about Dr. Redmond; owning rental property; leterioration of the Farish Street area.

March 29, 1978, 10 pages, INTERVIEWER: ichael Leveritt
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Washington, Carrie D. (1894~ ) 0. H. 81.63
Resident
Discusses how businesses have changed; working for white people;
recreational activities; getting pennle to come read and write letters for
her; businesses that are no longer in the area; flood of 1927; old chruch
songs; learning to use a phone. September 14, 1981, 3 pages
INTERVIEWER: Mary Street, STATUS: Transcribed and released

Weakley, Lola (1924- ) 0. H. 78.02
Seamtress
Recollections of early life on Farish Street; family history; educational
training; being a black business owner, effects of the depression; health
safety and other problems that existed in the Farish Street community.
June 19, 1978, 5 pages, INTERVIEWER: Willie Washington, STATUS: Transcribed
and released

White, Cora 0. H. 78.14
Retired Teacher
Recollections of being a student at Smith Robertson; personal background;
- atmosphere of the community surrounding Smith Robertson; and changes that have
occurred in the community. June 19, 1978, 5 pages, INTERVIEWER: London Moffett,
JTiey STATUS: Transcribed

White, David 0. H. 81.45
: Optometrist

Discusses personal background; education; going to optometry school;
doing his first refraction; opening his business'in 1951; places business people
went to to eat; Home Dining Room; Fat-N-Beat It Cafe; Minstrel Shows; live
entertainment in restaurants: theatres that balcks attended; black doctors
practicing in Jackson; Medgar Evers; NAACP; ‘ -
and prominent places on Farish Street. September 15, 1981, 10 pages

INTERVIEWER: Alferdteen Harrison, STATUS: Transcribed and released
White, David 0. H. 81.67
Optometrist

Discusses opening his business in 1951; using the church as way of
advertising his business; Farish Street as the hub of Negro activities; first
refraction; his love for writing; serving in the Armed Forces; attitudes of
blacks toward him being an optometrist Dr. Von Suta; relationship with white
optometrist; attending conventions and growth of his business. September 29,
1981, 11 pages, INTERVIEWER: Mary Street and Irene Hampton,

STATUS: Transcribed and released
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Wilson, Ada (con't)
STATUS: Transcribed and released

Wilson, Charles (deceased) 0. H. 74.01
Retired Teacher
Discusses educational background; Education for Negroes in Mississippi
Since 1910; Crystal Palace; promoting entertainment; Dr. Redmond; experiences
doing research on his book; people buying jobs; attitudes of white students;
typical meal at Butler College; Mississippi Teacher's Association; NAACP;
people being afraid to admit belonging to NAACP; testifying in an educational
suit; Teacher's Equalization Suit; Blue Vein Society; and his philosophical
expression. July 16, 1974, 17 pages, INTERVIEWER: Janice F. Carr,
STATUS: Transcribed and released

Young, Aurelia 0. H. 76,23
= Musician
Discusses the Opera House; Hill Hall; Crystal Palace; big bands; prejudices
in Central Church; Tougaloo College; prejudice because of skin complexion;
Blue Laws; prejudice in the school system. January 27, 1976, 10 pages,
INTERVIEWER: Alferdteen Harrison, STATUS: Transcribed and released

YOUNG; Julia (1903- ) 0. H. 78.20
Retired Teacher
Discusses family history; teachers; work experiences; religious activities;
government programs; Smith Robertson; school maintenance; reason why Smith
Robertson is in a state deterioration. June 23, 1978, 9 pages,
INTERVIEWER: Jimmy Curry, STATUS: Transcribed and released



