GRESHAM, J A N s,
COOPERATIVE EXTENSION WORK
IN
AGRICULTURE AND HOME ECONOMICS
STATE OF FLORIDA

COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE,
UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA, COUNTY AGENT AND
AND UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT J\me 5, 1950 HOME DEMONSTRATION WORK
OF AGRICULTURE,

COOPERATING

AGRICULTURAL EXTENSION SERVICE

Dre. George W. Gore
President
Campus
Dear Dre. Gore:

This letter cones to let you know that we are thanke
ful for the fine contribution ycu made for the success of
our rccent L=H club short coursee

Yours very truly, y

Jeo A. Gresham
Negro District Agent

Doy Bl

Floy Britt
Negro District Home
Demonstration Agent
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GRESHAM, J A
COCPERATIVE EXTENSION WORK
IN
AGRICULTURE AND EOME ECONOMICS
STATE OF FLORIDA

College of Agriculture "
University of Florida Agricultural Extension Service
And United States Department County Agent and Home

of Agriculture, Cooperating Demonstration Work

I am enclosing material for your information,

Yours very truly,

Je Ay Greshem
Negro District Agent
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Weight
Name Buyer After 3% Price Receipt Prize Total Receipt
Deduction

ElTen Sanders-{champilon) Goe gy EaE et 23,00 Bak i

Herman Moore (Reserve Champion) Roxy Theater 205 10 F22.00 15.00 337,00
Robert Green Suber and Jchnson 025 .36 333,00 T 345,00
Malone lcMillon . Inman and Johnson 640 o3f cLZ.C 300 206,20
James Mcliillon fuincy State Bank 715 <3750 268,13 300 2The13
Soloman Sinders R Las Wilsor Co, 770 ol C 10 315,00
Billie Pitts Joyners Grocer (ifidway) 615 «39 i .00 2E s
Eéward Black . . Half-Way Service Staticn 600 «38 228,00 ReD) 235200
Charles Gilber . ¥hites CGrocer 65N b 6,00 22 200
Abraham Mitchell : Bevis Grocer 725 57 E£40a 2725
Enouch Anthony Citizen Bank 790 .29 GO0
Auduster House Dupoint leat Co. 018 .35 400
Je D¢ Milton . As"B.-& T. Tobacco Go. 320 i Boid
Joseph Bouie . Coca Cola €30 35 500 ,
Mmewomfmm:cw h!MmeooW Co. 425 40 5600 122450
i Anthony Exchange{Havan. ) 635 «36 Lald + 233856
Burnctte Bouie Paciing Co. 5N 30 © 500 . 175450
Douglsass Black Iivestock Auction GU .ww. ha b 179,00
Comergial Steers :
Sanders Brothers Gadsden Farm Supply 4BE 36 171450 15,00
. Owen Green 4 855 +26.50 21367
George Dunoint Edward Hobinson (Baiabridge )68, §oby 5 15607
Quiney Packing Cog 791 e g 238kt
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GRESHAM, J A

The Florida Agricu Mechanical Callege

GEORGE W, GORE JR., PRESIDENT

Tallahassee, Flovida

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT March 29, 1951

Mr. J A Greshman
Florida A and M College

Dear Mr. Creshman:

T am referring to you some material which I
have received from Mr. Claude A Barnett, of the Assodated
Negro Press. I would appreciate any answers you may de~
sire to send me concerning it so that I may give him an
intelligent answer to the problem which he raises.

T will not use your name in connection with
the reply unless you so desire.

Youxs very truly,
v/ )\

reorge W. Gore, Jr.

CGWGjr:acbb

Enclosures




MEMORANDUM to State Extonsion Apgonts:

How many countios in your stato roally ncod Nogro ocounty agonts who do not _
havo thom? How many homo domonstration agonts arc nocoded? How many countios oughh

to have an assistont Nogro o gont? Givo figures of farmors sorved in ensworing tho
last quostion,

Has thorc beon any offort in your stato to chango the stetus of tho Nogro counw
ty agont, i.c., to assistant county agont? Whot cffoot would thet havo on your

work? How doos your Nogro county agent's salary comporc with thosc of whito assis-
tent oounty agonts?

What offorts havo you mado to socurc additional or oqual salarics for your
county agonts? What rocsults havo you had?

Whot is tho situation rogarding Nogro form labor in your stato? If workors
are noodod for migratory orop gothering, do you think your statc could furnish a
numbor of workers for a tomporary poriod?

-

Has thoro boon much importcd laobor used in your statc? Wost Indian or Moxieant
How many of cach? Do you think importod labor has kopt Nogro labor out of jobs in
your statc? Vhy?

Legislation is being proparcd in Congross now to pormit tho importation of a

largo numbcr of forcign workerse Have you any idoas about this? Pleasoc oxpross
yoursolf fully.

How many Nogrocs arc on PMA committoes in your statc? Do Nogro farmors parti-
cipate in PMA obootions in your stetc? To whot oxtont? Havo your county agonts
boon instructod to got Negro formers out to voto in thoso PMA oloctions?

Arc you awaro thet tho now FMA committcos arc going to be of the utmost impor-
tance in agrioulturc in tho futuro? Do you not agrco that Nogro farmors ought to
cloot a t loast onc Nogro farmor on cvery PMA cormittoo in ordor that the ecommittoc
may undorstand the problems of all of the poople? What offorts have you mado to
get Nogro farmers to como out and voto or to file for oloction on thoso committcos?

Plcasc dosoriboc whet offorts you have had your county agents make to acquaint
Nogro farmers with Farm Crodit Administration, Fermers Home Administration erodit
or REA cooporativos? Why in your opinion do not morc Neogro farmers take advantago
of tho sorviocos of theso agoncios?

How many Negro farmors in your statc belong to farmer ocooperativos of any
sort? Why not moro? How many Nogroos in your stato have FHA construction or farm
buying or long tcrm loans? I do not mean production loans, but the bigger loanse

How many soil consorvation workers arc thorc in your stato? How doos PMA soil
practicc funotion with Nogro farrcrs?

Is there a tondonoy in your stato to usc Nogro county agonts to do pruning and
voterinary work or to porform any tasks for larpgo whito farmors?

Do you bolicve the t if thoro worc a Nogro roprosentative in tho oxtonsion
sorvico offiecc at Veshingbon whoro policics aro mado, that such a porson might bo
offootive in holping improvo overall conditions for oxtonsion workors?

How do you fool that 4-H Club boys end girls in your stato comparc in ability
and knowlodge and opportunity with whitc 4-H olub boys and girls? Do you beliove
thoy would bo able to compoto if all worc thrown into ono oxhibit? Why not? What
arc the spcoific ncods of tho 4-H Club instruction progran in your stoto?

(Continucd)
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Mr. C. A, Barnett 4 0

The Associated Negro Press Inc. P

National News Service | X

3507 South Parkway
Chicago, Illinois

Dear Mr. Barnett:

Reference is made to your recent memorandum to State
Extension Agents. We have ten Negro County Agents and twelve
Negro County Home Agents employed. You can easily see that
our rreat need is more county and home agents to be placed in
counties where the Negro farm population will justify the em-
ployment of County Agricultural Workers. I would say that
Negro County Agents are needed in at least eight other counties
and Negro Home Agents should be placed in six additional
counties. In my opinion we need assistant county agents in
seven counties. These counties follow with the number of Negro
farms in each county: Alchua-699, Jackson-1,212, Jefferson-767,
Leon-827, Marion-976, Gadsden-771 and Broward-635. The last
named county has no Negro Extension Worker.

There has becn no effort to change the status of Negro County
Agents to assistant agents that has come to my attention, but the
average annual salary of Negro Agents is nearly $#900,00 less than
white assistant agents. All direct efforts that have been made to
secure additional salaries for our workers were made through con-
ferences with the Extension Service Director's office and local County
Commissioners. I would consider that results have been fair when one
considers across the board efforts. Some relief have come from
both sources during the past two years. I understand that there is
to be a small salary increase from the state office starting dJuly 1
of this year.

Tt has been a general practicé for this state to furnish migratory
labor to other areas of the country for crop harvesting and I see no
reason why this practice could not be continued if needed. Some im-
ported labor has been used, but I do not have facts to show that this
labor has kept Negroes out of jobs.
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Mr. C. A. Barnett
Page Two
April 11, 1951

I am not sure that I have much factual information on legisla-
tion being prepared in Congress to permit importing Foreign Labor.
I do understand that the major farm organizations are backing bills
by Senator Ellender and Representative Poage, a Texas Democrat.
These bills would leave as is the program for voluntary movement of
domestic farm workers, but provide some assistance in obtaining
foreign workers. The Ellender-Poage proposal would authorize the
government to establish recruiting centers in Mexico in cooperation
with the Mexican govermment. Farm empleyers accepting recruits at
border points, would reimburse the govermment far transportation
costs. The Labor Department, which has charge of the program for farm
workers, is backing Senate and House bills which call for complete
government responsibility for movement of both foreign and domestic
farm workers. With the Department paying the full transportation,
housing and medical costs.

I know of no Negro production and marketing committeemen in
Florida. They participate in PMA elections only to the extent that
they vote for a slate of candidates that they take little or no
part in nominating. In keeping with the reorganization plan in the
United States Department of Agriculture PMA authority will be in-
creased at national, state and county levels, The reorganization
is in three parts-- Soil Conservation, United States Department of
Agriculture Defense Activities, and Research. Instead of having
divided authority between PMA, Soil Conservation and Forest Service.
PMA will have top authority. It does appear that one or more
Negroes should be placed on each PMA committee in the state where
we have enough Negroes to justify such action. Encouragement has
been given Negro County Agents to spot and make efforts to have
qualified Negroes put on these committees in the past, but renewed
efforts are to be made in view of what seem to be facing us.

At our Annual Agents' Meeting which is held here at A & M
College early in November officials from the Washington and State
offices are brought in and provisions of the Farm Credit Administration
Farmers Home Administration and Rural Electrification explained. g
All of our agents work very closely with county administrators of
these services and generally speaking a very wholesome relationship

exists. In my opinion one of the reason that so few Negroes iake

¢p including
inistrator,
Another reason is lack

bressuring one way or the other the local committ
No one is interested in the shiftless tenant.l Wil Lo
of information.




Mr. C. A. Barnett
Page Three
April 11, 1951

There are twenty charted county farmers cooperatives in Florida
with a membership approximating 1,200. The activities of these or-
ganizations were slowed down during World War II, and have not
completely recovered from that set back. We do not have the definate
. number of long time loans that have been made to Negroes, but those
facts can be secured from the Regional Office at Columbia, South Caro-
lina.

We have only one Negro SCS worker in the state and he is located
here in Leon County where the state capitol is located. PMA functions
the same with Negro farmers as with other farmers so far as I am able
to understand.

I know of no case where Negro County Agents are used in prunning
and veterinary work for the type of farmers mentioned in your memo-
randum. There is no doubt in my mind that if we had a high type
Negro representative in the Washington office of the Extension Ser-
vice that such a person might be affective in helping improve the
overall condition for the extension worker.

Negro L~H boys and girls can compete on equal terms with other
L-H club members if given equal opportunity, but it is common know-
ledge that they do not have the same opportunities. The greatest
need for our L-H club program is the help that trained personnel could
give. We have no such personnel.

In each of the ten counties where we have county agents there is

at least one Negro farm organization and in three counties there are
Several community organizations.

From time to time tractor and other power equipment schools are
held in the state for the benefit of farmers. The last of which was
held here at A & M College for L-H club boys and older youths with
118 in attendance. Instruction was given by agents of a loeal implement
dealer, and teachers of the college's agricultural staff, Wholesale
0il dealers cooperate in the various counties in providing expense

money.in connection with holding bower equipment, maintenance and
repair schools,

It would be hard to improve on the spiri i '
: : Pirit of cooperation whi
iﬁ;s;i bi§W§zn the Florida Agricultural and Mechanicag College anc(i:h
orida Agricultural Extension Service., Ev 15 i
all concerned to keep it that way. Bl e




Mr., C. A. Barnett
Pace Four
April 11, 1951

A close working relationship is kept aliwve by frequent conferences
and visits by instructors of the Agriculture Division to counties where
we have workers, to assist with cattle show and sales, ham and egg
shows, poultry and hog show and sales.

Sorry about the delay. I have been out of the office.
Yours vefy truly,

Je A. Gresham
Negro District Agent

JAG:hvh
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COOPERATIVE EXTENSION WORK
IN
AGRICULTURE AND HOME ECONOMICS

STATE OF FLORIDA

COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE, Tallahassee

UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA, April 12, 1951 «

AND UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT
OF AGRICULTURE,
COOPERATING

Dr. George W. Gore, Jr., President
Florida A & M College
Tallahassee, Florida

Dear Dr. Gore:

AGRICULTURAL EXTENSION SBERVICE
COUNTY AGENT AND
HOME DEMONSTRATION WORK

This letter is for your information. I called your office
while you were out to let you know that I had received the same
memorandum from Mr. Claude A. Barnett of the Associated Negro

Press.
Yours very truly,
« A, Gresham
Negro District Agent
JAG:hvh

Enclosure
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Dr. George W. Gore, Jr., President
Florida A & M College
Tallahassee, Florida

Dear Dr. Gore:

Please accept our thanks for the fine way you helped
to make our recent state L-H club short course the success
that it was.

If at any time we can be of service to you, please make
it known.

Yours very truly,

Stroukan.

o A, Gresham
Negro District Agent

6‘/&47/ Brlts
Floy Britt

Negro District Home
Demonstration Agent

JAG:FBshvh










