THEVKEGRO I BUSIRESS.

-

It‘iﬁ anild thet 1€ you want Yo find out whethor the farmers of the vmvw*r*'are
prosperous do vol consult the reporte of the prices of wheat, cotton, corn, ete., in
the proat metronoliitan dailies, instead resd the locsl news in the country papers.
AT é& you find that the farmers are paying off mortgeges, irmoroving their homes and
puying faming implements you may conclunde thet they s2re making moneys I likewise
£ind that the revorts in the colored pavers are o vretty good index of what the We-

gro is doing in msiness.  Such reports as the following are constantly recurring
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in Negro pepers ghowing whet the Negro ie doing in every part of the counirye.

"Bullding brick shrusbures. Jolored men of MNississippl capital saying nothing and
gawing wood”. Imder the sbove, & report from Jackson, "1°qisu.nﬂ1 gtated that
e G To Dofmond had commlated a thres-story brick building with & roof sarden, "The
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ground is being broken', said the same report, "ior & new two=-gbory brick dullding.
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This will muke four brick structures adjoining on Faies Street, all owned by Tegroes.

”

1-imown Wegro lawyer of Decatur, ilabama, seld another re=-
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pori, 1a buiicl“* & tvo-story offiee huildinz. The lower floor will be rented for
7

stores, while the second floor will be occupied by HMr. Cashin as & law officos Says

still another raport,¢J£e =004 colored people of Ocala, Floride, bhave two institutions

of which they are proud: the Metropolitan Bank and the Metropolitan Realty Company.
Dach has & paid-in caplital of {26 000.. These companies are housed in a beautiful
three~-story building owned by the hank? :

1 find that Necro business in Boston is greatly on the increase. lr. John
Denidls in his recent book, "A Study of the Boaton FNegro', aftei a 6arefu1 investi~
gation of Wegro businesses says that their mumber is rapldly inereasing. In the
several Negro districts where ten years ago tﬁere were not more than 25 or 50 of
these places there are today, exclusive of lodzing houses, clost to 160; while tucked
in here and there in predominantly white neighborhoods are still others, probablﬁ

hal? a hundred. The total number of Negro business places for Boston proper is thus

about 250. In Cambridge there are at least fifty more and in the other suburbs an
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equal number which brings the entire numher for fireater Hoston up to 300 or above.
Although the majority of these buslinesses are small, & numbor of them are of good sized
proportions., Thare are two mood sized livery setables, one connected with & large un-
dertaking business in the principal Heoro section: thé_othar ia situated in the golect
Fonway District and has mostly a white trades A downtown photograph studio owned by
a Negro is also largely vatronized by white peovle. There arc a nunmber of high grade
tailor shops conducted by Hegroes. The largest wig menufactory iln ¥ew Tngland is
owned by Mr., Gilbert C. Harris on Tashington Streete Mr. Harris came to Boston from
Virginls in 1892 and found employment in a halr working shop. After his employer
died he took over the business himself. e supplics all the wigs for thé Jagstle Square
and Bowdoin Sguare Stock Compenics and & large proportion of those ussd by the well
mown éroducer, Honry W. Saveprs. He also has a large mail order trade, Wr. Harris
owns his home and several other pieces of property.

The mejoxrity of the Yeoro merchante of Boston sre owners of small grocery stores.
One out of every half-dozen of these businesses, however, is of substantial srovortions.
On Shewmut fvenue is the wholessle and retall grocery store of Goode, Tunson & Henry.
This ie a concern that hes grown gradually to its present size from smallAbeginnings.
It is #n example of & specialized business conducted by FTegroes that is akle to compete
with white f{lrms successfully, not only for Tesro trade but also for that of the white
residents of that districte Through its wholesale department 1t supplies rmany o¢f the
small Wegro grocery stores.

I find that the Fegroes of Boston are branching into meny lines of business.
There is cne men who has built up a pood sized trade in new and second-hand furniture.
Another is an importer of books. There are some dozen or noTe astationery and news
shopss I understand that the longest aaﬁabliahaé and best peying one is located on
Howard Street in the West “nd. Boston has one Wegro cigar mamufecturer who is doing
& prosperous business. Two yéara agﬁ it was felt that there was opportunity in Bos-
ton for & Negro bank so the Fureka Banking Compeny waﬁ organized.

Undertaking is & business in which Fegroes are succeeding in all parts of the

country. The leading colored undertaker of Boston is Mr. Basil F. Hutchins. A
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noteworthy thing abvout his business ie ihat it bas been bulilt up almost entirely with-
in racial lines. Iis mein esteblisament 1s located in the midet ol one of the prin-
cipal Negro residence sections. He has a branch astablishmeyp in Cambridpe and agents
in other seections. He is the proprietor of one of the 1§§ery gtebles already mentioned
and is one of BSoston's leading Vegro property OWners.

Anotner indication of the vrogress that the Yegro is making in buslneas is the
rise of the Negro real cstale dealor. I freguently find such reports In colored pa-
pers &s the following from Horrisville, Yew Jersey: "The bipmest real eststo deal
ever conswumated heve wes closed last week. Johm W. Lewis, the colored real estate
dealer, s80ld &end contrscted te bulld twelve houses which roprosented 320,000. He al-
80 closed erother deal in which he sold ten houses for 521,000. He hss plans for the
erection of thirty new houses". »51111am Do Peighbors of Chicago 1s an example of
the successful young real estate dealer. Starting & few years ago with very little
capital, he ia now doing & resl estatc business of several hundred thousand dollars s
year, is the owner of a newspeper and 1s the cashier of the imerican Bank.™

Adre 3. H. Blodmett, contractor and builder, of Jacksonvilloe, Plorida, sterted
business in that ol by twenty years ago with a capital of {1.10. Ho now Pays more
taxos than =ny Tesro in Plorida. The romarkable thing ls that r. Blodgett has never
built & house for any body dbut higaelf. He deals almost entirely in houses for rent.
He has bullt since 1902 over 230 houses in Jacksonéille. He now owns, I understand,
121 houses, the rents of which amount to over 32,500 a monthe™

In Boston and vicinity are 2 number of successful real estate dealers. One of

thece is ¥r. “obert F. Coursey. IHe came to Boston some years sgo from Oansda and be=

gan work for & drug firm at {8.00 por week. lLater he did janitor work. Out of his

savings he bepan to in¥@st in real estete. He has been so successful that all his
tire is now required to give axtention to his holdings. In speaiting of his success,
Mr. Coursey saye: "In 1899, I went over my accounts and found that I had & balance to
my credit of £11,000. I bought my second house and a few monthe later mortgeged them
both and purchased the thirde This one I made into flats which made & felr percentage

on the investment. I now began to realize that my capital was growing rapidly. Iur-
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ing all of this time I atill continued part of my Janitor work, four years later buging
my fourth nouse. - This I also converted into flats and two years later invested in my
£ifth house valued at $8,000. 24 year and & helf later I mede my sizth purchase con-
slsting of two four-siory apartment Louses assessed To¥ %15,000. Very recently I made
my soventh investment valued at [8,000s I find that I am paying taxes on nearly
$60,000 worth of property.”

The largest“pyopnrty owner of £ll the colored people of (Grealer Boston is Theo-
dore‘ﬁayﬁond, the veal estete dealer of Cambridge. He is credited, I understand, on
the Caxbridge tax records with resl proporty to the assessed value of £180,000.

The third largest individual tax payer in Brockion, :&ssachnsettn,vis tr. Waett
Terry, the colored resl estatc dsaler of that city. On December 18, 1915, the Brock-
ton Times published the following statement in lts nows colums: "Mr. Wett Terry,
of Hain Strest, roal astate aéaler, is Brockton's third largest individual tax payer,
his asscoomentd being_axaeeded only by that of George M. Teith and Ex-governor W. L.
Louglas. Mr. Torry is asgessed on 475,400 valustion im real estate. Ko peys & t#x
of 510,166;40 on forty-aix parnelé of real estateuand personal pronertye. His nome
waé‘inmdvertantly omitsed Vednesdey fpom the Times' list of heavy tax payors.” The
Mre. George T Kbifh here reforred to 1s the manseging director of the Walkover Shoe
Company, end Ex-governor W. Le. Douglas is at tho head of the We L. Douglas Choe Com-
peny, weil knowm throughout the countrye re Terry came o Brockion thirteen years
ago with & capitel, so he saye, of 15¢. He worked a while as coschman, and then suce-
ceeded in getting a posipion ag assistant jenitor for the Young Men's Christian isao-
ciation bvullding.  He then tried railrﬁad vortering for a few weaks, after which he
socured 2 position in one of the Brockton shoe. fectories. ' @hile working here he bo-
came iaterosted in making féal estate deals. Onme day & fellow worianen esked him if
vhe knew where he could bqy & piece of property for a homee. Mr. Terry happened to know
that anothor wan had a plece of property for ssle, In this way he began hie career as
a real estate dealer. ‘

Pourteen year sgo ﬁha thoughtful members of the race began to see the need of an

organizatlion that would bring together for consultation the colored people that were
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engaged in busiress. At the same tire they would secure infermation and imspiration
from cach other. In the year 1300, a number of colored men called & meeting at Bos-
ton of the Wegro business men of the United States and orgenized the National Wegro
Businass Men's League. I had already learned in my travols about the country that in
almost every town and eity, Morth and South, _there were numbers of ooloréd men engaged
in buginess of soms sort--many of them conducted drug storea, others were engaged ina
small way in merchandizing; & number had been successful "'3 real estate dealers and in
this way were &lding and encouraging the mem‘fmrs‘of the race to save thelr earnings
and dbuy homed. As I was already convinced that what the members of my race most needed
wiae Yo learn the lessons of thrift, get property and Lecome & fixed, setiled and de-
pendable element in "biwbcmnnmmties in which they lived, I made up my mind, therefore,
th.at‘ an'orgauization thet would encourag-é and direc\t the progress of the race in these
fandamontel matlers wes NECeSSary.

To state in amother way, the object of this organization of business men and wo=
men is to bring toselber anuually those of our race who are engaged in various branches
- of business, Zrom the Immblest to the 'hig}wst, for the purposse of closer personsl ace
éﬁainﬁance, of recelving encourapenent, 1ns‘pimtio_n and in’i"ommtion from each other.
Another object was to o:ﬁ 4% ~ which local business organizations would ’oe.
formed in all par .ry and those organizations made to serve the best in-
terests of the race Eam}x vear & national pathering of men and women engaged in bu- 4
sincss matters is held in some section of the counitry. At these meetings the success-
ful business men and wonen &ré brousht fov&érd' and given an opportunity to tell the
gbory of their success. This serves &g an inspiration to other persons and also glves
some ldea of the methods by which tiew porsons have achieved success. Another thing
accomplished is the bringing of these porsons before the general yublic 20 that. all
may Inow something about the success of the Negro in business.

Under the direction of the Natlonal Negro Business League smxéthing like 5GO loe
cal busiﬁema leagnos have been establlished in different parts of the country. In sev-
. eral states, state organizations nave been formed. These local end stete business

leagunes are greatly elding and stimulating lndustry &nd thrii‘t smong the megses of my
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race. When the ﬂatiouél Weoro Business League was organized in Boston, a canvags of
the situation was made and it was found that in all the country there were but two
hanks owned and operated by Negroes. At the prosent time there are sixzby-two such
inatitutions, together with a large ﬁumber of duilding, losn, and other kinds of saving
braanizationé. These banks are capitalized at about $1,600,000, They do an onmmal
buginoess of aboulb QQ0,0D0,00G‘ The National Bankers Association 1s an auxilisry of
the Hational Heg?@ Business League snd meets at the same time and place that the
League doea., Other organizations that have ﬁeen established in connection with-tha
Dusiness League and as a result of its atimulation are: the Hational Assoclation of
Funerzl Directors, the Mational Assocliation of Tegro Insurance Companies, the Hational
Negre Bar Associstion, and the National Fegro Press Assoclation. A1l of these ore
€

fgeniz&tions have tended to greatly stiﬂulaggﬁegro husinoss.

The past fourteen years have witnessed a greater development of ﬂegfo business
kbhan any time since emencipation. Ona of the striking features of the development
of Fezro buesinesses during this perlod has been the ssesembling of considersbie sums
of money. This has been done throuch the Vegre banks, the insurence compenies, and
also throush the gecret socleties. The latter are using rmch of their surplus money
for business purposes. 1 undorstand that the Mew Haven, Connecticut, lodge of the
Grand United Order of 0Gd Fellows has recently erected in tﬁat ecity & 340,000 lodge
and dbusiness building. The Mosaic Texplars, with hoadaquarters at Little Peok, Arkene
sas, is another example of an Order that is using their surplus money for business pur-
posess In October of last year, this Order dedicated at Little Rock, Ariansas, &
$60,000 four-story afficé building and auditorium. In Bpril, 1913, the Wegro 0dd
Pellows of Georgia had at Atlanta the Tormsl openins of their £110,000 sixz-story
e?fice building. On en adjoining lot the order immediately began the orection of a
£100,000 auditoriwn and business dbuilding. It was dedicated April 14, 1914,

Insurance is another large field of Nogro business endesvor. Vhen the Waticnal

Yegro Business lLeague met at Philadelphie last year the Wational organizationvof Hew

gro insurance companies was effected. The twenty-two companiss represented there

nad $640,000 in assets and $10,000,000 in risks which were in force. The Standard
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Life Insurance Compeny with hesdquarters at tlanta was the first old lemal re-
perve 1ife insurance compeny organized by colored men to write colored risks exclu-
olvely. The rerarkable thing sbhout the Stendard Life 1a that by means of subscrip-
tions from a comparatively small nurber o? vell-to-do Negroes the company was able 1o
begin buginess with & pald-in eapitel of £100,000,which amount was deposited with the
Insurance Cotmigsion of the State of Georgia. This compeny is now operating in four
states, namely: Georgiam, Alabame, Tennessee, and Kentucky; and has, I understand,
applied for adaission to Texas

i find that each year Negroes arc conducting larger and better organized busi-
NBSH08. Mre He 5o Fergugon of 5t. Louias, Hissourl, is sn example of whal the ?egro
can do in the rostaurant business. I understand that he started in 1904 with a small
restaurant and & cook. How Le has in St. Louis a string of well-equipped restaurants
in which more tlwn £1f£ty persons arc oemployed. The 7indhem Brothers, gensral con-
tractors ol ikrmigusav Alabama, illustrate how & Hegro may;succecd in the bullding

tredos. Tho contracts of this firm, sg I understand, amount to somebthing betwesn

$280,000 and $300,000 a yoar. On an average the firm employs 100 men all the yaar
rounde

According to the Atlanta Comstitution, the largest, finest, and most‘aanitary
barber shop in the world is the Herndom Crystal'Palace Barber Shop of this citye It
is owmed and operated by Ae Fo Herndon, & weslthy Wegro. Hr. Herndon Lae operated a
barber shop in Atlanta thirty-one yesrs. He is zlso the president of the Atlanta
mtual Life Insurence Compeny which gives employment to some 500 persozs end does
about & quarter of & milllon dollaers worth of business & year.

A number of nagro women are auccessfully conducting businesses end accurmlating
wealth. Ons of ths‘éost successfal of these is Mrs. Co Jo Walker of Indienapolls,
Indisna, dealer in hair goods. ; Hrs. Walker's income from her business, I understand,
is some (35,000 a year.

lire Ce We Gilliam, of Ckolona, Mississlppl, is an example of the many sncéesaful

Negro business men in the Sma11 towns. He gtarted in buéinaaa in 1890 as a grocer

ueing the front pert of his house for a store and the back for & dwelling to save rent.
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‘One by one he added othar merchandise %o his stock, a fow samples of dry goods here, &
8helf of hardware there. Then the little store got too small, not only Tor dwelling
and store, but for store alone. Up went a 1ittle department store 28 x 80 feet, &
building with besutifl interior, finiehed metal ceiling, lighted by slectricity.
He employs six clerks end peys them from 156 to $Z0 a weeks. He runs a sode fountain,
boot end shoe department, dry goods and.hardwﬁre department, and carries reasdy made
clothing for men end womon.
_ in #hich
In closing this srticle I want to refer to another way shat Nesroes are demon~
bpusiness

atreting their ability-~the establishment of towns, There are throurhout tho country
& rumber of axelnﬁivelg~ﬁegre tovms., The two most ncled are Boley, Oklahoms, and
Mound Payou, Miesslisasippls The former which wes established in 1903 is situvated in
the center of & rich ferming country thet is owned largely by Negrocse. It'is & STow-
ing btown. Ite poyulatioh, including the immediste community, is some 4,000, It has
b benk with & capital ané surplus of 511,500 and deposits, 175,800, Theze—sre—tw-
L town425 grocéry atoras, a hotel, 7 festaur&mts, 4 &rug stores, 4 cotton ging rang-
ing in value from 48,000 to $15,000, & bottling works, a stoam laundry, 2 newspopers,
2 hardware stores, & jowelry store, 4 general sto;es, 2 livery stables, 2 undertaking
esteblishmerts, & lumber yard, and & bakerye There are in the town somwe four dr five
miles of paved sidewslky, & water worke system valued at (36,000, an electric light
plant worth $20,000, two industrial schools, & public high school and & public elew-
mentary echbol.

Hound Bayou, the most famous of all the Negro towns, was started about 18350 by
Isalah T. lontgomery, who had been a slave of Joseph Davis, a brother of the presiéani
of the Confederacy. The towa is situated in the center of the Yazoo Hississippi
delts on the main line of the Illinols Central Railway, ebout midway between Yickse
burg and Yemphis. It has a population of about 1,000 and is the center of an exe
clusively Fegro colony of some 4,000 persons, the members of which own about 30,000
acres of land.which for the most part 1s cut up into farme containing from 40 to &0

‘acrea. o white man has ever lived in this comxmmity since it was established except

the man who introduced the tolephone system and he remained only long enoush to teach
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some of the townspoople hawrﬁo manage the exchange. There are some twenty stores and
& nwiber of mmell shops In the town which do an annual business of about a million dole
lars & yoer. The expressg business at Mound Bayou amounts to over 2260 & monthe The
reilroad station is the Ienth in importamce between lowphis and Vieksburg. Accordin
to a writer in the Planters' Journsl, the railroad traffic amounts to over @40,000 a
 year. Thore are six chﬁrches and three schools in the tomn.

The business interests of the town and commnity center in the Bank of Mound Bayou
organlzed March, 1904, with a capltal stock of $10;000; Since that time the bank haa
grown and hes become an important business factor in that section of Mississiopi. it
now counts among'its correspondents, bankts in Viclksbury, Memphis, and Lénisvilla, Lo
gather with the National Bank of Commerce of St. Lounis and the Natiomal Reserve Bank
of the City of Wew Yorks An officer of the former institution, Mr, Bugene Snmowden,
in & letver to me referring to this and snother Negro bank writes: ©It b&a'baen mny
pleasure to lend them $30,000 & yeer and their Eusineés has been handied to my entire
satisfaction™. ‘ - -

The most remeoxiable business achievement in Mound 3aycu is the $100,000 oil miilf
The enterprice is the romilt of the efforts of the Mississipoi State Nearo Eﬁsiness q
League to build in the heart of the South & congtructive industrisl ehterpriae. It

stands as & tostimonial to the increasing ability of the Negro along business lines.



