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I think DuBois was the first man in the field. He received
a Slater Fund Fellowship and went to Berlin., Returning to
Harvard he wrote "The Suppression of the Slave Trade™ as his
doctor's thesis, The trustees of Atlanta University decided .
they wanted to make studies of the Negroe. Richerd R. Wright,
Sr., an alumms of Atlanta University and one of the trustees
was a prime mover in this, The first study made in the Atlanta
series waes "The Moriality of KNegroes in Cities", fThis study
and the second onme, which dealt with "Social and Physical
Conditions of Negroes in Cities"™, were not made by DuBois,
DuBois began with the third study and completed the first eycle
of ten studies and directed the seccond cycle through the seventh
study. Before coming to Atlenta he made the study of the Phila-
de%phia Negro and two studies for the United States Bureau of ;
Labard

At about this time I was here studying to be a preacher, I
was in the Chicago Theological Seminery which was located on the
west side. Graham Taylor taught something he called Christien
Sociology., It wasn't sociology as you know it today., I
started with a study of the Kegro in crime in Chicago as a sort
of term paper. This was in 1897, Graham Taylor was very much
interested in it. When I decided to came to the University of
Chicago and study sociology in 1898, I brought this paper with
meo, After I had done some more work on it, it was published in
the American Journal of Sociology for September 1900 I think
this was the first article by a Negro published in the Journal,
I graduated in 1903 specialising in sociology.

Richard Wright, junior, wes here then and a fellow named
Lamey and a fellow nemed Young, We werdé the only colered.
‘stadents ,at-the University, We would go sround to the churches,
Wright woulld resd a 1little Hebrew, I would read a little French,

Carney wome Gemman, and Young some Greek. We formed two
debating teams; Wright end myself against Carney and Younge I
learned the importance of facte., Wright and I hed the facts
and we would always get the decisions because the other fellows
might say the facts we offered weren't so but they couldn't
offer eny against them. You cen't argue witl facts. W®right
went to Berlin for & year an& came back and took his FL, De. at
Pennsylvanie , writing as his thesis, "The Negro in Pennsylvenia
¥hen we were here we talked together and decided the thing to

o was to get the facts about the Negro before the country and
the way to do it was to study the KNegro. Wright made the study

of the Negro in XYenis, Ohio in the Department of Labor series, I

suppose we were the first men in the field. DuBois was not
primarily a sociologist; his interest was history. Kelly ¥iller
was a ¥Mathematicisne He hed no formel training in sociology bui
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he introduced courses in sociology at Howard. We were the four
originals,

My ecoing to Tuskegee

¥Mr. Washington wrote to me and said he wanted to establish a
departw v of hisbory at Puskegee in which there would be an
opportunity for the study of the Negro. He hed been urged 10 have
a study mede of grafuates of Tuskegee. He wrote me that he wanted
to see me and said that he was coming through Sevennsh. He was in
his private car going to Beaufort, South Carclina to meke & speéchs
I met him end said to him, "I have your letter™. KHe said, "Yes,
come over to Tuskegee and we'll tslk it overe" The conversation
wes Just a mimite and d1dn't consume &8 much time as it tekes me to
tell you about it. (Mrs., Work: Let me tell the story as Dr. ¥Moton
told it when Mr. Work received the Havmon Awards In msking his
speeches, Mr. Washington was sometime inaccurate and Nre. Thomes
Jesse Jones spoke to Dr. Moton about it. Mr. Weshington made ancther
speech at Hempton ani Dr. Thomas Jesse Jones came o0 Dr. Koton and
said, "Major Moton, something smst be done. Mr. Washington must
have his facts accurate.” Dr. Moton said, "He's at my house now,
come and tell him about it.™ Dr. Thomas Jesse Jones sew kr. Wesh-
ington and t0ld him what he needed for his speeches were factse Ke
t0ld him he knew the man to get hie facts for him. ¥He’s at Georgie
State; he can get your facts.®)

DPr. Thomas Jesse Jones was teaching sociclogy et Hampton. Ee wes
coming south to visit the schcols and he wrote President ¥Wright that
he was coming to Georgia State., President Wright didn't know what he
wanted and d4idn't care to see him so he went off to town. I met Dr.
Jones and took him in charge. He spent most of the time he was et
the school talking with me.

The study of Tuskegee graduates gave me a definite jobe I went
over to Tuskegee. When ¥r. Washington had anything important {o
discuss, he invited his brother, Mr. J. H. Washington, in to
confersnce, WNr. Washington seid very little; he let you &o the
talkings I had to begin the discussion. I said what you went is no%
somebody to study history but to get what the present Negro is édoing.
Ee let me 4o &he talking to see what I had in mind. There was the
question of where they were going to place me. They wanted to put me
in the acsdemic department as a teacher, I asked them not to do that
and they turned me looses When I went to work in July, they wanted
to give a name to what I was to do. To cover the things I suggested
they eall it “Research andi Records". Kecords would cover the
graduates and Research the study of the Negro.

A% the Georgla State Fair in Macon in 1906, I hed on displey e
get of statisties. Mr. Washington was speeking at the fair and
Robert E. Park accompanied him. When Park returned to Tuskegee in

\ggptember,,,;l recognised him as & man I had noticed looking &t my

chaTts 8t the Qeorgis State Fair two years before. He was living in
Boston at thet times He haed the structure of the "Story of the Hegro®
completed then. He kept busy writing the book and Mr. Washingfon's



speeches. I supplied him information for these.

I started in Chicagoe to file information on the Negro. I put the
material I had in plain correspondence size envelopes and in small
note=books. There was no library at Georgia State but I found out
that I could get books from the Library of Congress and I kept up
the study of Afriea. I bought the cards on Africa from the Iibrary
of Congress and paid for vhem myself. I becamé a subscoriber for
future cards and began the building of a bibliography. I had this
bibliography when I came to Tuskegee. I had some material on the
Negro in Americe but ne exitended bidbliography as the one on Africa.
There was no place quite like Tasksgee. You had world contacts in
a daye It was at its highest when I went there. It was the center
of things relating to the Negroe. People wrote asking all sorts of
questions, Emmett Seott and Park had been answering them. Their
practice if the information was in a magazine articke, just to cut out
the article and send it. When I took this over I would send a letter
and keep the article. '

The Year Book. :

In 1910-11 I began to look at the material I had assembled., I
asked why couldn't this be made up in some form. DPark suggested an
almanas. I got the material up and it took the form of the firsy
Year Book. I talked to Emmett Scott and Park. It was more than an
article and more than an almsnace. Then I went t0 see MlMr. Washington
and saggested getting it published., Andrew Carnegie had given r.
Weshington a sum of money to use in publicity in reference to the

legroes The Commitiees of Twelve was formed and published pamphlets
for this purpose, There was about & thoucand dollars 1of% of the fund.
Mr. V¥ashington said we might use it, fThe Commititee of Twelve had
printed and given away their material but I suggested instead of giving
this away we wmld sell it. Immett Scoit had been having the Sunday
School Union in Nashvills publish the annual repcris of the Business
League. We sent this material to them snd for the thousand dollars
the Sunday School Unicn printed five thousand copies of nearly three
mrdred pages. We put the price at twenty-five cents and peopls
bought ite With the thousand dollars capital we pnblished four
anmal editions before the cost of printing rose during the World War
and wiyed out the cspitale

The Lynching Record.

I came to consider lynehing when I was working on the Negro in
crimes A% that time the Chicago Tribune had the information about
lyhehinges They got out an annual statment just as I do at the present
time. ¥%hem I went to Tuskegee I began keeping a record ¢f lynching,.

In 1913 I prepared a reoport on the lynchings for the preceeding year
and decided to send 1%t out. Park said we couldn®'t compete with the
Tritune; we didn®t have the faciliticse I showed it to Mr. Washington.
Ho saiday twe'll publish it; I'1l send it to the Chicago Herald."™ They
were glad to get it to compete witk the Tribune. Still Park and Scobtt



were unconvineed about the record being kept at Tuskegee. The next
year it was sent to quite a number of papers, They published 1%t and
the number of pspers was increased, The South sccepted the Tuskegee
Institute report as the xsport on lynching. When they wanted to talk
atout it they preferred to talk about the record that came out of the
South. In a few years it was generally accepted as the official
reecord on lynching. The No A. Ae. Cs P. prepared a report but they
were not interested so much in accuracy as they were in propagandae
In time I became the clearing house as & final court to deocide the
accuracy of the reports. The N, A. A. C. P« sent their recorxd to me
before it was published for approval. The Chicage Tribune atopped
publishing their record of lynchings.

Sceiologieal Influense.

I was influenced by William I Thomas. I had been here nearly a
year when I met him. I happened to meet him while looking after a
laundry ageney I had. Thomas wax living in Craduate Hall {( now Blake
Hall)e I went to get his laundry and we entered into a conversation.
I had been taxing the courses offered b Smell, Henderson, and Vincent, .
which #ere really the history of sociology and had no bearing on the
Negro. I saw what Thomas was doing with social origins had connection
with the study of the Negro. I began taking Thomas' courses. My
work was largely on African materials. I wrotepapers on the African
Medicine Man, Agriculture, Music, and the Family. These were
published in the Southern Workman when I weni southe
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He was a modest man, Conceming his proposed trip to Europe, he wrote
lirs, iork: "I saw Dr. Stokes todsy znd what do you suppose he is proposing? To
send me to Europe the first of January to work on the bibliography in London,
Paris, Gereva, Berlin, Hamburg and Brussells...,How would you like to go with me?
Thei bibliography gets to be a grezater and greater affair, I am awed and humbled
rether than proud and puffed up,"

Mr, Work was a far-sighted man, His accomplishments grew out of tle fact
that he was able to look into the future and sec the outcome of proper planning,
No ons felt a greater responsibility in so presenting infommation about Negroe s
that the world might view them in their proper perspective, i

He was a pioneer, venturing into intellectual areas practically untouched.
He cut a path through the forest of ignorance concerning the Negro that younger
feet may follow,
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