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In Mr. Foster's Office, we will be interviewing about his

life experience in the Farish Street Historic District.

H: —Mr—Posees,what are your earliest recollections of this area?

B
B
F:

Lo B == R > R = o

(e T = - T = = B> B = &

Nineteen Hundredand—Twelve—1912) .

What was it like thea?

Nineteen Hundtlézénd Twelve—-it was something like a public road. We had
wooden bricks down at—that—time-and we-wed a walkway across the creek. <@m
the Colored people hedmbe~go

éam—ﬁ%——mme’m Me couldn't walk across the plank.

New—swaetlty where was that?
That was back in 19 . . .what—new?—

When you first came to Jackson was it like that? ;
When I first came to Jaclgson I was 11v1ng Upebbere a Madlson and would come
L woant v q.l12 P LA Lanev

here w1th my fzih/ ,L-uas—a%e the place
-
co come- dewn nd d sée fo myself, that was-around 1912.

arish Street. Was it up near Capitol Street where you had

to cross on the planks? W
&%ols%‘aﬁ& i i

the planks at Amite and Farish, “_Qa- Capitol Street there-wasn't
a_plank—acrossthere;it-—was—aplain-good street there.

<S¢ when you first came here you worked at the Edwards Hotel?

I worked at Miss Ennochs.

e ee——

New who is Miss Ennochs?
She's the one who ownag the hotel.
Do you know what her first name was?

Her husband was named J. L. Ennochs.
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-H#+—akay, that's J. I.. Ennachs?

E;——7¥esr—%gL__Enngchs.

n | M

?‘%X}Afj to{d her I was *“fixin' to get married.. -That was lLO&5. 1 asked her—feor
a ralse,and-shaégg{gauﬂgiles, I can't pay you nga&or?} '{éll you what you

do, ygau go down to the hotel and tell them I sent you." _$® I stayed there
until 1917. I opened me up a shop at the Royal Hotel and in 1919 F—eeme

on Farish Street.

H: What were you doing at the Royal Hotel?

F: I ran a Shop.#LOujLQ 5ﬂ”£¥3 ‘_T/C%Q fz~664\.cf71 ';zZ/QAJL'f;( Stece />47?,

New what was the Royal Hotel like?

F: Held it was just a little second hand hotel. It wasn't but two hotels her%/

-

=

at—that—time—and—thatwas-the Edwards House and the Royal Hotel.
Where was the Royal Hotel located?

i It was just about half a block from Farish Street?ggst. Thatweseek , Town
Creek runs thzeugh-under—+t. . .beside the Royal?drFﬁme
H: .Dkax__—So_E; this Royal Hotel you had a‘Eailor‘Bhop.
F: ght;—a-tad p.;;?i
H: Did you make clothes or just., altering? -
F: M&ﬁﬁ&%—%bclothes .
H: Now, why did you leave there? i ;f’p«kv;/
F: Me¥, I had the chance of getting in the @olored district,hecause—there
wasn't & there but White people and ere
_so I came and fixed me a place in City Barber Shop, since then, I've owned
/;Verything.

H: &®w who owned it at—the-time—that—you came—down—here, when you first came?

i I8+ ~When*f—fxrst;came.hgétmaon1c owned the barber Shop~Pepartment and I had
the‘*hilor Shop.. Pepartment—-

H: B since that time you've acquired this whole building? Is the building

yours?
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F: «5ee the building at—that—t+me was down in the 100 block of Farish where
the}T put thet Federal Building fmthere. That's why I had to move -@way
I bought this up here.

from down theréﬁﬁ% in here. :
Bi——Qi—you-bought this building? | own € Ver y/ hing
Fr===es.
H You_l ! TR
Hi—T—own everything.
H: Bt yhen you were down there, whose building were you,in?
F:  Wedd Iaigg;g;}gr McCoy.. lgggéhght it from Atwoods.
H: Atwaeds? So ypu 've been down here abeut how many years?
F:
H

About sevensa==
H: —Sevep=yea¥rs. . .
+———Sdxyea—tbout—seven—years.

F
H: New_has your business changed very much since you 've been-sewn here?
F:

No ma "am. djg azo)-b'}/f' {"Q*Q SO~ _

Jia:::iﬁiﬂ:ﬁggniﬁﬁﬁﬁf:zggzgéme?

—f———About—the-same.

H: You were in business up-shere where the Federal Building is from 1919
until the middle seweaties (70's)?

F: QhatJS—right.thQ-

g Who were some of your earlier customers?

- MnggriiEfzeﬂstnmers—were, WestbrooksﬁﬁMcClalns,

H: Who are these people?

E: Them=were White people.

H—isg=t—gece.
F:.ﬁéWestbrooks, McClains, Stevensons, Greens, and Hesters..—come-on-dowi.— .

—Fetme see if T can think of some mere) .

H: Even when you left the Royal Hptel yﬁg kept your:ﬁiite customers?
Y 1 ol %fg e
i omers. 1 ad never lost one of them.
I lost died, dida't -nene=of-em:—. .I made the first suits that Jackson

State College owned, out—there. -I-was—the-one-made— em. L taken measure-
—ments—for—em, they sent the order—in for 'em.

B What suits were these now?
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F: The blue suits, way back in 1912.

H: The students had to wear blue suits?

B No, the band.

He—=0fT; —f—see.

F: You buried a man here not long ago .

H:  Who—was—that—Pop+—v—

E: _ You-buried—himhere aboutthree or four months ago.

H:— T know who you are tﬂW?
¥ Yeés, Davis.
H: Pop Davis. .Ser you made those uniforms for him.

I-made_those uniforms—fer him. Ye 3

e

MNow-who were some of your earlier back customers? Yeukmow, once-you got
Wedd I'm trying to thinknow.

Would it have been the lawyers and doctors or just everyday people?

Dr. Smith was one.

Which Smith is that now?
He—was_a=Peefor. He use to be right up there on the corner up there. Dr.
Smith we,%Atwoods VJ‘ ‘

Lo R = = R~ R = =

';%on w-,yjéonic was=ere, and Proctor
WEEEDTIE . (LA SO a}) /v\,b,’iD/o«c/ et -

%ew-;how did you get into shée altering of clothes? Who taught you?

F: My mother was a seamtress -aad I was chief porter .at the Edwards HOUSEO’J{'_)I('IE
customer would come in and want their clothes cleaned,e® pressed or fixed
and I would take “\&éofnwggss. to the laundry every night after I get through
working, (after twelve o'clock) and fix 'em & up and send %\Iﬁﬁack s toO
em in the morning when they got ready to get Ups .=

/New‘that's the way I started and=sfter—ewat. . .
You can't see God's face when gzou work in a hotel so I%out of there.

H: What do you mean you.can't see God's face, T don't understand.

You don't never hear nobody say, Lord have mercy, everybody is using bad
language. So I came out.

H: Ao your mother taught you how to alter clothes?
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B I looked at my mother do the work and I saw how it was done. She didn't
S eno (2 7€M— [ L coLolen
have =eo shop, she just i of
us.

Hi
e
F: I saw her fix the chilim’s clothes, amé after I got in the hotel I didn't

forget it. UU‘J{CU’L%H“’

B z&gw:gere you one of the youngerysixteen children Qx oldesanes’

F: Jlaebee—see. I1'm bout the sixth one.

He The=aixth-one? -So ;here were a lot of #%gMﬁnder you?

F: Yes *&m. E

H: Bew are any of your sisters and brothers living?

F: I'ﬁ/ihe only one living. All my issters and brothers and aunties, they
all dead. Nebedy—diving—but—me.

H: Abomé how old are you? : I owm g(p %M a‘ﬂd

F: 1 was born im=895~on the—8th. ef=dune- % g 4 /QQ§ ‘

H: .

H: aEhaeés—right;;géghty>séx~anﬂ’ﬁﬁEEha%g,. 8o you've seen a lot of things happen
here. -

F: ‘T‘W—seerﬁc—oi_tkmlgs_happeﬂére. IW heard <=s#&%; and

taken a lot, <Fhat's the way tt—goes.

H: What kinds of things other than the language),did you find most distasteful

when you were at the Edwards Hotel?
-«f&,:g_opping their fingers and calling you nigger} %at%):lole worse thing.
Tell me about their popping the finger.

F: See _@aen the manager got ready for you he popped his finger (gives example)
and call you, "nigger, do so and so" that's the way it was at that time.

H: Se that was the thing that you just didn't. . .

F: I didn't like thatPkause when I was at Miss Ennochs they treated me just
like I was one of the family. They didn't abuse or scorn y@é But after
all, he was just that kind of man, he was just ignorant. He just didn't

now no better. He didn't know nothing about the respect for nothing or

nobody. He had never been married and didn't have_& family, I ain't ~alling
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F: his name, ' R T

H: You must have known I was gonna ask you that.

F: Ob=t=ean. . .gg's dead, it don't make no difference with me.
H: -Wetl who was’Ehis person?

F: Johnny Ware.

H——dohaaweiare?

F: %§§é=gp§22efore he died he kept sending for me but they didn't tell me?til
after he was dead. Yeay—Jdoha=Mare.

H: Why do you think he was sending for you?

T I don't know. I waited on him all the time, he wouldn't let nobody else
wait on him but me.

That's when you were working there?
g Yeg.

When you started your own busines§/what did you do other than working at

tailoring? What other kinds of things were you involved in?

F: /ggil before I came here, I was up—&here in Madison. That's my home, up=&here
a&=§§§§§gg. I was on the fargfgnd you do everything on the farm.

Hom=Right.

j;;—qﬁ5*tHEEﬁ?Tﬂﬁﬁi?I‘tame—frem7~—MadisGGTAﬂE&%ﬁf—Mad136ﬁ”fﬁEf§.

H You all own your land up there?

F -Owae&-it:4§#£1

H: Is it still in your family?

F I sold forty acres of it here not so long ago, it bought me a heap of money.
,4P-—=§?327==T—bet—:t=é&d+__m éﬂ;Lp Q«~¢ Somi. Po \JJQzAx, AT c»»oL

F: -J;gptifggg‘ggqgggye-now==-I got some land over in Rankin County,—L—gct;;gQ;p

right there below Jackson State these.

ot
H: -How—about-yeur. . .I-ask§6=§6ﬁ:“ﬁbut—your*saCIHt‘TTT"_”?IEEE==?Du were saying :
*that—Y6ﬁ-HIHE*E‘“?U&'t!ESS&i&beu&—you didn't go out very much. One time you e e

”2;3 came down here to the Crystal Palace l ) chQ oA
F: That*s—pight. I was 1nv1tedL§29m son State omt—there. One of the clubs

~

In the 1920's or 30's or before the war or
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Fz That was after the war.

H: After World War Iﬁibefore World War II?
After World War I. (About 20 minutes not recorded after this point)

H: Socye were talking about your involvement with the fair, you—were—talking
about the fair.

F: #eid; about the fair. . .what happened about-the—fair, . . .Colored people

having a fair ground of their own, but it ain't never done nothing. I
: b
lost money in it alright, buying shares, but it_Egggf’never done 5

That fair gorund out there on Highway 49.
H: Qeax. Then we talked about this place that we had down here on Hamilton amds—.

Ty
whggég;:hat,<iumﬂ&£ﬁnagnd-Mill Street, use to have those Rabbit Foot shows.

F: Rabbit—Footythat's Fight. That's on the‘corner of Hamilton and Mill.

H: What did you refer to that area as? ©r—did—you—refer—eo—tt? Did you call

Y 5 o
it anything? Some people have said that they called it the Greens.xksg:f pyav
‘%?@4“¢ﬂ ,;f<30u943ﬁ( ot

(gyer/hEETd—it—ea%}eé—&hat*___
E: No.
H:' UWe#r, we are talking about the buildings that were here. You had given me

the names of some businesses that were here on Farish Street, like yourself

and Mr. Conic, and-yeu—altl worked—together?

ard

WeFt you want them namest places?

Yes.

Conic and myself, Proctor, Moon, Cooper, Dr. Barnes, Dr. Christian, and
Dr. Johnson.

H: Mew what kind of business did Dr. Johnson have, <I—don‘t—remember— . .

E: _ Dr+—Johmson-was a Doctor. —Hewas . . .

sRPUL S § 10,0 e g P
N
A2 @ .
F: ﬁké%“nﬁdical ctor from the Army. He was—with the Army, a Doctor in-the—
Army-—
s Do you remember the hospitals that they had along Farish Street?
F: They.had—ene—¥ight~nner,Lhexe1f—That=§§é=§sﬁzf6‘EEEEEg=to Dr. Smith. Jf&

had a hospital right over there.
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H: <~TPhatls—ever=tirere on the corner of Oékley and Farish?

F: Somewhere over there, but that was the only one. /:::::)t (2;¢JDLWVES ﬁ}f¢44
H: That's the on%y one you remember? ,QﬂMQQ /2 dyn tPg%L“L— o ’
) ke and S
H: . Over there where Dr« Britten'soffice—is mow?-
F: Yea
Hi———In—that—came—area?
e

H: I was asking you what areas élack folks lived. You said there were some

rooming houses, aad-on Oakley and Hamilton Stree;;yﬂs where the White people
lived, right? :
F: Ye&. Right down there close to Mill and Oaklex;ﬁaite people were staying
in those houses in-there. Thi§;was back in 1912, beck—im=there.
When did Wlack folks start living in this area?
F: see a SRS .%;_got so rough up in there they sent them out

there‘k% Shady Oaks, this e . They call it the pottage

field/ou&—bsze where they buried a lot of folk;) —Uﬂi&;;hese people—hexe

that was down on Hamilton and=ehat street +hese,they had to get out of towny
they=had—to—taave. -Firatls=where they moved,owt tiere. Weti=see it"s a lot
of Colored people up and down this street but egtt was the‘Wﬁ%te district, bz
White redlight-and down there on——r -what street—is—that. .

West Street dowa-theresthat was the Colored District.

=

H The colored redlight district?
F: Yed,
H On what street was this? UssE=—s— .
F Roach.
HT—=Romsht
F: Yea, it—eeme—right—up—of-—. . I tE;g5;ggaah—GtrEif=trBssps*on—r-w~wyea4_gg§gh
C Streeer
Roach runs into Amite?
Ye&

=dp in that area?
pr

That*s-right—L Y2
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H:

_Now who were some of the Blacks that lived on Farish Street? Gamr—you tiink ™

“of any of their names?

Hr Well?

F: —¥ea7—ié—}—eaﬁ~tbinkaaf_lem,_lukneu-lem. I just can't thinkf”@ f‘£4JJ; ot
H: Some of the Doctors lived down there?

F: Yea, Dr. Reddic. . .

H: Barnes?

F: Dr. Barnes liwed—on-there and Dr. Smith lived on Farish Street. . .

H:

e === T = o B ==

up=tihrere.
-Now,f49&47*caa-yeﬂ—Ghigk;D£a~—~—‘aﬂe_what I need to do is to know who lived
here at that time and what they were like.

. b © ) R ) ;
Bmek in 1917 Barnes and Smith they lived on Farish Street. Matter—of-
€act7‘fﬁEﬁ—fHE_HE?§_I*ﬁ“fEIEiﬁg*about—TKmﬁ“TﬁE?”ITVEH—Gh that street in

A .

5 6 ey it-Wa ntot—of-houses up and down here then,
this was just a big roaddﬁ‘ﬁgﬁér end of Farish Street, there. 1—foxgets about

§hem_:hiagsf——ﬁpper—en&—ei—Earish_SLLeet_Lherg*_LLQ_;gying_LQ.think_mhaLMLhe

peo :

How about the Farish's? Do you remember them?

They lived out south or something.

South Farish?

Yed

Did you ever hear anybody say how Farish Street got it's name?
J&eneiygeard—*em—sayvs Naw7*T‘5iﬁ*f_EEVE;—EE3%EEZEE%ZEEZEGEZEEES:num&. I'm
qégggggggg;;hink:naw. It's several streets } knoY)that was named fzzg?%Zople

but I cant' think of them now.

wB#t T tell you what I'm going to have to do. i “time
tpday—-a%i~Ufﬂyour—tirmrthtg“afterneon. 1 want to come back another day and
sit down and talk with you. Bérhays*one—Saturdé?T‘”7ﬁﬁ?SRETTRRETTEEETBE
Saturdays?Are you down here on'Sunday~aftern60ﬁ3wt902~wWell,~I~jus£flike
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H:

@ ) ')/V\O(.‘ﬁ LV‘Q‘ (’}-@'Q'

=t€¢;hank you for this interviey, firSEsef=atl. 1'd—Fike=wemhave you tell
= zﬂﬂghm'
-me_whether we can use ch for our research project at Jackson Stateg Do

ind if ilie bk et ] : a7
No, I don't aeee.wvgy&

Hi——Yoer—domt-care?

FT - No.

H: Well, I just have to ask you that because. . .

F: I sew for Conic's now.

H: You do?

F: Sho!

H: What do you make for them? '—7/

i 3 I fix up all the uniforms and keep all the clothegxup=aﬂ&—7§§=ﬁﬁﬁw, the

jas

polieemerr-and keep Crescent clothes up. «?he;%c Sfﬁgédgéi come here.
gh, 131 éay, I didn't realize that.
Sho!

Well, that's interesting to know. Well, I appreciate your time.

END OF INTERVIEW



