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Philosophy of Art
By Evelyn Bilal
"Great art is the outward
expression of an inner life
in the artist, and this inner
life will result in his personal
vision of the world....
The inner life of a human
being is a vast and varied realm."

Edward Hopper

Art is not differentiated from life. Art activity is a means for the furthér development
of humanity. Life is a mural unfolded to us on a wide canvas of history. Ideas and history are
rendered accessible to us through visual languages and visual vocabularies. Images tell stories
through the rhythmic exportation of universal systems of symbols, spoken and understood, that

transcend the personal and provide a world view, and paint the story of life.

My philosophy of art was formed by being imbued in the activity of three words that,
I believe, are synonymous to art: creativity, skill, and craft. I was born from the loins of two
extremely creative human beings who possessed very prolific minds, and extraordinary skillful
hands. Iand all eight of my brothers and sisters are the beneficiaries of the generous inheritance
of our parents’ creative genes. We are carpenters, musicians, interior decorators, seamstresses,
entrepreneurs, and now a fine artist. In looking back to my childhood, I can remember that both
of my parents were always busy with some kind of craft activity. I can also remember finding
it very difficult to decide which parent I would choose to follow around on any given day just

to watch the skillful ways in which they used their hands. After breakfast, my mother would
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My first encounter with paint was as a young teenager. Every Christmas my sisters and
braid the thick long hair of her six daughters into artistic hair styles. Then she would begin

I would repaint our bedroom a new color. This yearly chore served as the fundamental base in
working on one of the many craft activities of her expertise. They included: embroidery,

the development of My present painting skills. My mom was very permissive and overtly
crochet, sewing, knitting and quilting. Every two weeks my mom would very skillfully cut the

encouraged all of us toward productive creative activities. About once every six months, my
thick curly hair of her three sons. This was one of my mother’s creative activities which was

mom would put my sisters and me on a bus to downtown [it was safe to do so in those days]
my favorite to sit and watch. Once or twice a month she would sit on the sofa and my dad

with strict instructions to purchase a new set of clothing each, and to make sure that each piece
would lay his head on her lap. With a pair of tweezers, she would use her artful skill io pluck

in the set matched. After a few initial bad choices, we all became very proficient at this chore.
the hairs from the painful hair bumps on my daddy’s rough unshaven face. My dad wouldn’t

[ believe this valuable experience to be an intrinsic catalyst in the development of my intuitive
even flinch. Sometimes I would ask, "Daddy does that hurt?" and he would reply, "I didn’t feel

abilities to choose complimentary colors now present in my works of art.
a thing." My quiet thoughts were that my mom must have magic in her hands. My dad was

equally skillful and creative. He was a carpenter, electrician, plumber, mechanic, chef, "Memory believes before

knowing remembers"
entrepreneur, and he also successfully coached the girls community soft ball team to many

William Faulkner
championships. My dad was an awesome self-made man. His accomplishments in the many

areas of his expertise are too numerous to name, Amazingly, his formal education extended I have always been artistically inspired by the beauty of nature. Nature and my parents

only through the sixth grade. Were very early co-participants — a fertile combination indeed — in serving as the vehicles

which fortified my immutable attitude regarding art and that continues to the present to nourish

From my childhood through adolescence, my parents were my only paragons of how the my ambition. I realize that I cannot admit the slightest limitation of my wholeness if I am to

use of creativity, skill and craft may be employed to enrich life. I was born and reared during fulfill the obligations that a process of creation imposes. Artmaking requires an incessant

the era of segregation. African Americans were not Sllowed o visit museams or art e amount of artistic creation that transforms and renews the elements it uses. We put ourselves
For most of us, culturally rich activities were few and far between. Sure, we attended church ; : N .
; into art only to have someone else fill the work with their own meaning — with the mental
and school social functions, went to the movies, and spent hours at home colorin in colorin LA ; s
= ¢ : incarnation of their own particular histories and perceptual apparatus, which necessarily includes
books, but any thoughts of the possibilities of exposure to the sophistication of the fine arts were

their gender, race, etc..

not even remotely entertained.
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The natural world posed by Eastern civilization is the cultural material that excites and
€ncourages my unconscious to react. I intend to explore and exploit what I have nurtured within
myself. My desire is to create art which may serve as a commodity that satisfies a particular

need in the international art market.

"The artistic message is
intrinsic to art itself,
and its form when
properly expressed is
independent of the
life of the Artist.
Trust will speak
for itself"

Carla Accardi

Art occurs in an arena beyond the politics of identity. Art reflects its moments. There
is no unequivocal right or wrong way in creating art. Art enriches the mind and heals the spirit
of the receptive one, be it the artist or the viewer. We are what we are, see, eat, do and more.
We may use art as a means to see inside a definition, door, window or mirror. Something of

our existential being and of the truth of our S€X, race, or origin comes out through our creative

work. Despite the undeniable differences that distinguish one artist from another, a fine thread

connects many of us. We have more in common than is readily apparent. I believe that art is

neutral and independent of gender; however, I do accept the idea that there is sometimes an

identifiable feminine sensibility in a work of art. But, I do not see gender as affecting the work
itself. We have strong and determined female role models everywhere we look making every

kind of art conceivable. "The essence is not the fruit but the juice."
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» about touching the
materials. I think that making something is a very important element in the whole activity. It
is immensely satisfying. When I began my art education, I was very weak in drawing skills,
had very little knowledge of art history, and totally lacked computer art skills. I am happy to
say that at present, my drawing skills are now satisfactory. My knowledge of art history has
grown leaps and bounds to include the study of Medieval and Renaissance, Baroque and
Modern, African American and African Art. Last, but certainly not least, my computer skills
are improving daily. I am very thankful and proud of these three accomplishments. They have

Proven to be the nexus to the success of my Fine Arts education.




Bny |lews eALlY 0 BulAiy

&jseq |lews
1| weejeg Bes ey episeg

jouBym seidwes [ewed v up uepy
Al LN 1eurejuod Jeddng jse ey
juswesUSWWOD 8y |
S seiqeqg s SN o
ied uonenbuel |
jesung peseq
M uonexe|ey
1) esea B
xuydg
SOIANVE3D o K
Ismem
weejeg
sielsIS
Auewng
open
198IS ffeH
seain)dinog
1oquBieN sbunuied
sjejuuy
sqouy| pue s)HooH ulueg
ewoqg einjeN
11 Aun spueH
1 Apun leyjolg
JENLJTNOS

DOIVILVD

I b

-« e

Hniy

L

il

Inog pue ‘puiy ‘Heep’

"d1qentea Ajrenba ‘poddns
s1 quatayyp Afrenba oq Kew Swox :.H& Moqw&&ﬂ %os..w ,Sn “:m w%ﬁonwo g%o_%gwﬂo.m

; He oY) 0] SYNVHL ‘1see]jouingiseT ‘Asee uinofos
T [ETULIdS POLIEA ASOYM ‘Uejy 9pEW GABY NOA [iNOA JNVHL ‘si0yioiq pue siejsis
1UD13J31p 9q AewI S[ENPIATpUI “eyjow Aw o) ‘uopeanpe Aw seyuns o3 Ayunpoddo
Jo K1t yoeo ‘R "sawads INpIepUOM Y 10f HYTTY YUeY] OF 8YIf 181l PINOM |

SIY UT 9YI[e SYOO] 1INy oI ‘URy

SININIDATTMONNIY

“ISIIE [euo01ssajoId B duIodeq
01 a11sap Juopayy| Joy ansind 01 {66 Ansoatun
WYIMOS Sex9], paiaud ukpayg diysmousidonuo
wapuadapur pue “yuowaaoidun dwoy ‘Furyoes) Il Buiates
‘Bursanu ‘£3ojorowsod Furpnjour Ay Y Jo smak
15ed o U1 s100100 Kubtr pakofur sey ukjoag 23pupry
"D "L ST PUE “JJA] 01 110 UDIP[IYD DUTU JO AUO ST AYS Il 1e1804
‘TP61 Ul ‘SeXa ], “UOISNOH Ul UI0G SeAs [R[Ig "] UA[OAT

| Buinren

| 48)s04

AHdVHES0Id NSIS3a

L661°ST TI4dV-¥] TIIdV

TVIId HVWLINIW NATAAT
NOILISIHX3 LHV HOIN3IS ONLLYNAVHD

JAINHD AATT INAANLS ONITIALS
ALISHAAINN NYTHLINOS SVXAL




HIALNID HATIT INIANLS SNITHIALS

ALISHIAINN NMIAHILNOS SYXHEIL

-

L wmm D A, H-t1 i m “,m Mmmu

JONVYINT LLADAOTE - D ILOT ONINNY4L

/7 W 2-'W'Y T unHO-SEEE
d T-

ﬂ "W "W'Y 0T I¥d-aIM-NON
/ *SHNOH AH3ITVY

N

AR A
L66T ‘GZ TII¥AVY-$T TINdY

*S31va NOolLLIgIHX3

‘W'd 8-97L66T '$T TINAY
*NOILd3O34H DNIN3IdO

TVIId HVINLININ NATAAA

FO UOTJITATIUXH
3I¥ IO0TuSS HPuTjenpers 2yl

pPUa3jle 03 nNnoA SS]TAUT ATTeIpIOoD

AJTSISATUN UIBYINOS Sexa] Jo
jusuiredsq S3IY SUTJ oy

PO00LL SYXHL‘NOLSNOH
dNNIAY INNAGITD 00T€
ALISYIAINN N¥IHLNOS SVXIL

BTl A bt oA bk S S g, 9 e T Y e W N N W= Ay Ty Yy

W

4 g g e M Ay By oy R e 4y oy o A e s

- ke JIS Lo B L

LIS o= LS I T T S R S R T R P L iy

2ull iV =

b B D

!




P R Y A T S N Y T B X s W OB TGy

-

9P B 60 £ H9 B0 By Ba B g

RS ]

Py

&2 2 50 0 0 50 80 0 09 R B9 20 69 B

4

P 5 4

I




RSP

N e T T S S

Fagrty)

e T e T R T TLEE TUE TV M et

ool Sy



il
=
i
]
3




AU ED S WA

'rj.au"an:lnﬁ-'ﬁliﬂ"'



T Y S

Y







[y

s

s e i

K" | o= o= .s

x

. o
== =

i .4
< ot SN

)

%‘.

-
A

~

LR R R T I R T R I R R R S S e g

- . Veriag
R e T N TS g et s e - |



NN )

o
K o
= T

j.;ga;

‘.
3
]
I
;
K
I
A
L
b
i
]
:
|

——

e
S

e ———




e

T

wrhaidan,

LTI

T

Lard:

i i

L T i o

W, e e ey

SN
Wi onpggy,

A8 ers e

ot

-lu.B.\_JI\;XMYL.'IJ'_l

050 §

L

'L L) ‘l~\~'\~0‘~““‘“"“"ﬁ\*“-“lﬁ'rﬁr§)»« Y

gy o

]
L]
Q.
b
2
]

0!4ﬁl'1(1'A{-o-q.,.,.,.,.,,'.‘,.'

LR R L R e o L e T Y

g



FRT oD I

&, Mini Ymak B
u7‘ M Ny o : . i }
6 Miwil ' mab B." 16’

AWAT L by
' —. I A5 FvFyeg
wHEJU ey sy
: : e -
. - FEIINTANODOG s Hadhn
- HEysuegrPraeas
- Srarhey oid
- e L) 'yﬂ_r’.’: e » £ . B
- I e e L = R A R L L
k AP A58 23 a0
L8 R S U RS N PSS R JES
BADEN SN ER0 T S AN
- R Bt B B RS O ]
’ LR R R N Y




3
A
'y
3
{ |
@ |
3 0
il i
i
a
-
: ¥ ? | I
: e
i (G
0 -
X } '
T 'he AFRICAN AMERICAN 2 o) i
" cmEm ART MUSEUM i A
it ° 4 will house the large ) g O
held at the John T. —
BIGGERS ART 3 G e
CENTER. Many i o
regions of Africa t =
are represented in 1 D
this exciting collection + i
including, Eastern, Western, i L
and Central Africa. {5 ,
4] ,
it %
"‘ I”"%"‘;%




ULEY S R ol S STy L ey (Y " e Tkt R ¢ SR

N
A
S

BEELN g s

N ir b ise

N T ST NG TP T € A e
# .
-y

'_u—u-.-w_-_-.‘;-.‘e\ay

e N e e b e v L Bl

et

&t

ol =

Ty 3 e A

e e e R N R B By g e R B Y e I L R R L N N N S D e g o s £ 2 Y
= — ; ; bl

TSP T SR



D AN 1y e g S

Jbe i AL A AL S SLBAREENES BIEEPARI LB WIUI B B3 44 Wd R LAY I WA R TR B R MR ey

- ' bt
a2

R



(P (L5050 150 T 20 i A0 500 0

| REVERSE
PR

]
Al
’
’
1B
|
)
.
:
i
)
l
"l
,
]
N

S
\
18

'Qd‘.;..suddauas“ammnuc}uauuuunuuuu.uuumuumnma\n\nnw% e

- —_=




e

S P e e b (o e D Je T L T W o R i



2 K

et R= = B B S T I = = R

)
*
-
-
3
.
2
b
3
3
3
3
5
B
9
3
3
3
7
3
1
3
)
]
9
3
1
2
1
?

WYy o e th oy

+ S gy




" . S i e el - 43 . VElS ANk ~ = e 3 s = 1
- : dosdadsdndaded il _! SEE RS U R I I el e ) e e sy EEARE=R LS TN N B W LS 0= s I i 2 d pa 23 'V‘
23343 i ol il d o s LU S o)




A N
e I o ; B N T

t
"
4

(T e S

-
e e M e e <

I
Iy
(i
il
iy
lng
4

= - e e —
e e e o — - =
R s e e i Ter = — =
S i == = e
.sll'l’"lll’l"’l




i b i il o v =D o ) 5 R D S D S £ ) S S D A ) 0 A 0 W 6 b () D R D AH 99 ) S ) 9




-
H
M.
<
=
- |
-
H_
-
:
3
b
-’,
3
-
-
3
~
"
3
4
s |
o
-
o
M.
¥
-
-
-
-
-
-~
%
+
-
1
#
2
3
=
N
-
N
3
<
i
.
-
- |
1
e
i
w
:

e e R R e s B

1 e S W ) A B 8 W S e A AT T

DRE o



e M M A L R S R B

e e R I T R ™ T o W

@l b d DA AR AR DA D A B A d D

e S

e b2 L X Y

LR A R T R

e T

53 M e sty 4

b 1 by vy e ¢







Sl T Y Y S Y ey y ey,

e 2

RETENEN v ima

IR I =y 7+ §

PP R A AT

LSS A B SR 0 Ty




129> px . 0\\‘5“
I VWiny

%

Q
AXog vhps

- -

Moy

~d e




A sz
DENNISON

Office Products

DIAMOND BAR, CA 91765

VS11-15




4
za
<

Office Products

DIAMOND BAR, CA 91765

-15

VS11

ol

L e
.

T T T P o R Ry ) pe
- = - - s w_ N b L= SRS S a

L

-

LA A B i S ik S &8 ol & u 2o
Al L et ) KD ew - -a







