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f State-S

Over 4 Million Dollars
Given for New Buildings |

Institution Held Tegether by J. R. E. Lee
Progressing Under Dr. Gray; 1400 Enrolled -

By OLLIE STEWART 1950, Five of these were women,
TALLAHASSEE, Fla—What has Florida sent about 55,000 col-
happened here at Florida A. and|ored men into the armed force:
M. College during the past three during the last war, and a lar
years couldn’t have happened to percentage of them are now ba
a better school, in the State. ¥

From a position low in the scale, Attempiing to Assist Vets
as compared to other State-sup- Their big needs are employme:
ported schools, A, and M. has education, job training. Some 4,2
Jumped to the top ot the list, when |veterans are now enrolled for on
it comes to funds received for op | the-farm training in the State
erating expenses and for a tre- but the program was slow in ge
mendous bmldmg Pprogram, ting under way here when com

State appropriations for gener- pared to Georgia and Alabama.
al operating expenses have in. However, Florida A.
creased from $204,484 in 1944-45|does have an advisory bu
to $933,000 appropriated by the i i
State for the current fiscal year |j

Will Be Most Valuable

The building program now un
der way will, when completed, give
this college the most valuable plant
of all the State-supported schools
for colored in the country. A. and
M. will be worth $4,360,511.

About 15 months ago, the physi-
cal plant was valued at a million
and a half dollars. Since that time
approximately two and a half mil
lion dollars have been placed on
the campus—and the 1947 legisla- ¢
ture has approved buildings to
cost $1,696,000 more. ~
. The new modern library is al-|;
most finished and will be in use|"
next fall. The veterans’ housing
units are complete and a tempo-
rary classroom for vets and a col-
lege inn are now in use.

A new wing on McGuinn Hall,
to house senior women, will be
ready in the fall. The new dormi-
tory for women and an addition
to the dining hall are well under
way, plus a host of other build-
ings and improvements, such as
roads and sidewalks. ¢

‘Credit Given New President
. A lot of credit for this tremen-
dous and significant change at the
college is due io the energetic ap-
proach of Dr. William H. Gray
who took office on July 3, 1944,
as the fifth president of the school.

Dr. Gray is a young man, with ¢
a beautifu{ wife and two children,| He will be remembered forever

He was president of Florida Nor- here because Lee Memorial Hall

: i him. He died in
mal and Industrial College at St.[iS named after :
Augustine. Previously he worked|1944, aﬂ‘]i( }l’lce-Pres(lident dJ. t1_31-
at Southern University, and even|Bragg took charge and acted unti
before that once did a stint for|September, Wgen Dr. Gray was ap-
the AFRO in the field of sports. |pointed president.

Many things have happened Affectionately Called FAMCE
since he took over the reins here.| FAMCE, as the school is affec.
Teachers’ salaries have been tionately called, now stands well
raised. Financial aid for out-of-|up with the leaders of Land Grant
State graduate work has been ob-|colleges. ; j
tained. The nursing program has| In musie, college work and with
otball teams of national reputa-

been expanded and advanced study | fo
f:r faculity members has been en-|tion, the school has at last become

ouraged and subsidized. recognized as an educational force

g I%Tearly 1500 Enrollment in the South, and known through-
The total enrollment for the out the country.

194647 school year was 1408—in-| In natural beauty, FAMCE ha

cluding 752 men and 656 women. |few equals. It also.has the on]

The summer session has enrolled'full four-year _nursing school

1456 students, of whom were 578 !the State. This year, 10 nurse
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and M. College in Tallahassee, wh

of Dr. William I Gray, who "beca?rll‘(ee %1%
the top of the list of Stat -Supported school
ding program 1s completed, it wil] have a
, a new dornutory for women students

da A. and M. is approachi

dlng_s. }’Vgen its present h
. ) | { ¢ess mcludes a modern i,
Five students were | o1 d the residence hall for senior women.

ident in 1901, ang
1923. The name' 3
Florida Agricultural and echani-
cal College for Negroes, and W, H.
A. Howard became president in|
July of 1923 and served for one
year. R
Lee Served Well 20 Years
~J. R. E. Lee took over in 1924
at a crucial period in the school’s
history. He worked hard and kept
the institution together, and
through his efforts most of the
frame buildings, and some of the
brick, were erected here, and the
campus took on its permanent
shape.




