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INTERUIEWEE: MINNIE FARISH
INTERUTEMER:  TIFFANY O, WILLIANS
TRANSCRIBER: SHONDOR L. URLKER

SUBJECT: FRRISH STREET HISTORIC DISTRICT

T0: TYoday iz flag 2, 1994, |'m Tiffany WHilliaoms, ond |'m here with
Ms, flinnie Farish, UWe're going to discuss her experiences
through the Jim Crow Era. First, | [ike to begin with asking

where wers born?

Farish: | was boern on Farish Street in Jockson, NS. Hamed Farish
and lived an Farish Street. My father was named Ralph
Lincaln Farish, and my mother was named Willie Foyman Farish
Hf you lank up there you can see it,

0. Did both of your parents work?

Farish: My mother didn't. She was a housekeeper. it was four of us.
I wazs the oniy girl with three brothers. |'m the third child.
fly father was a foreman ot an ice plant. He was an electric-
jan aon the side. He wos a zself-made person., He had his set
af eiectric books, and he studied them. There's g many, many
ald house in communities that my father wired, He did that
az 0 side to add to our fomily's income,

Th:  Hhot would you describe your family as?

Farish: | wos o happy child., Ue had o very happy fomily. Uhen |
was growing up, we hod the same bed. Ue had o seesaw., These
things my fathar mode, He had the merry-go-round, and we
had the swings. Me hod o huge yord., Ue didn't own the
house; we rented it, but it wos huge iot, OGreat big backyard
hecouse we had o gorden year round and ny father raised hogs,
a cow, and @ calf, MNaturally in the neighborhood with thaot
much in the yord with sandbeds and all like that, ail the children
in the neighborhood stoyed in our yard., On the corner from
our house wos o grocery store, It was run by ftalians, Back



in those days, we colied the italions "Big 0's". | don't

know if you heord of that expression ar not, They ran the
market in the front ond they ifived in the back. They were
just tike uz, MWe didn't know any difference. Nobody paid
agttention to color, HAoross the street from me, there was a
fittie house; it was kind of o store-buiit house that was

a pressing shop in one. Next door to it, there was another
fittie shop; the Mexicans fived there., They mode hot tamales,
They haod children ond they ployed in our yard, Then there
were children ail around the neighborhood. [ly mama had a jittle
beil. | will never forget it. She'll ring the bell for
dinnertime; all the chilfen would come in. | heard her tell
papo one day, “i'm getting tired of feeding other folks'
chifdren." He anid just like this," You're feeding yours and
you know where they ore, They're at home." Our yard was the
yard where all the children in the neighborhood on Farish
Street ond the other surrounding streets you know around
across Farish {ike Cobhea ond Monument. They gother in our
yard becouse it was o big yard with a fence around it.

Thot's where we piloyed. There was no issue about race not
then, See that was 1910, There was no race or nothing.

He knew that we wers black. Uhat did they call us then?
Cotored. They called us colored people then, They called

uz colored, My father's mother and father lived on Davis
Street ond the property started from Short Forish on up Davis,
They had two houses: the Forish Fomily Home, the home that
they hod to rent was on the corner and it's still standing
there on the corner of Davis and Short Farish, 1t's real
ald,  The house next to it was the fomily house, and there
was o fomiiy of seuven., Popa Farish ond Moma Forish had seven
children, My fother was the oidest. Then there were three boys
and four giris. My fother didn't go to college, but uncle
Arthur was the second boy; he went to Tuskegee. He learned
to brick mason. He's o brick mason., My next uncle was Uncle
John, He wnt to Hicorn. | don't know whether Uncle John
tinished RAlcorn or not but | know that's where he went to
Alcorn when he was older enough to go. He left Jackson and
want to Chicago worked in the post office department. He



worked there until he retired. He came by here an |ived

untii he died. | hod four ounts. Junior and my mother were
buddies. She left here when she was quite young, and after she
she morried she had three children along with us. She and my
moma fook |ike they made up their minds to get pregnant at the
some time, Her first three children was born the same year that
my mama s first three chiidren were born, Then finally she

and her husbond left here ond went to Baltimore., She just died
in 1881, i'm going to show you her picture. | was looking

at it no longer than the other day. | was fooking for
something and come across a little box with picture in it,

fiy Aunt Lizo went to Utico Institute, She left Utico Institute
and went to feharry Nedical Coliege, That where she graduated
in nursing,  She wos the dirst biock registered nurse in the
state of Mississippi., She worked the first private doctor's
office, and finally she opened up her own clinic. My second
gunt, she taught her and worked with her. My moma assisted

hep ond it wos called the Mercy Hospital, That's where the
black patients went becouse they had those speciol hospital

for biacks at that time. They had to go there or to go the
charity hospital., They hod to go to the Jackson inferment
which is now 5t. Dominic's. It was uptown ond they had to

g0 in the basement. Hnywoy, flunt Liza did that work for years
and finally she gove it up when other hospitals began to open up
up to biocks. She gove up the clinic and started working for
the State Board of Health, If you ever get a chance to go

out to the State Board of Health office, when you go into the
tront door. There's a picture of my aunt hanging up in

there, Her name was Eliza Farish Pillus, The first black
nur3es club was named in her honor -- the Liza Pillus Nurses
Club.  They hove o state's chorter; it's organized over the
atate. They have their annual meetings and give scholarships
to giris, fly second ount wos o |licensed practical nurse, She
died in 1978, Hunt Lizo died in 1970, [y younger aunt was o
groduate of Tougaleo. She didn't work; she married eariy

ond had chiidren, Her children finally ieft her. (One daughter
tinished Ditiard, and she's a nurse, The year she got her

§.5. degree, she niso got her nursing training in New Orieans,
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Farish:

The second giri went to Tougoioo and Dillard. 0One lives in
Mew York, Long islond, ond the other one iives in New Jersey,
They haue families. That's the story of my father's family.
Papa Farish hod a grocery store, That's where my father and
Uncle Arthur, the tuwo older boys, worked. HNot oniy did they
houe a grocery store, how in the hell he got to be a postman
i don't know, They didn't cal! them postman then; they called
them maiiman, He delivered mail on a horse, When he left his
figuar, | often teli this becouse this is the way it was told
ta me, on the doys that he was in his iiguor Papa Farish made
the two boys seporate the mail, One of them delivered the
maii on the stpeet thot hod the even numbers, ond the other
one delivered the moil on the odd side. UWhile he rode the
horse he soid, "Holk up boys!™ Get that mail out!® That
kind of disturbed them, The things that | can remember so
vigidiy wos that he had o two-seated buggy back in those days.
They calied them sometimes now. On Sunday Uncie John, being
the youngest boy, wouid hove to hitch up the team and toke
all the grandchiidren riding. Me being the little, | was
aiways the one who hod to sit in his lap. Then he took the
Farish chiidren riding. My father died in 1923, the year that
i groduoted from Smith Robeson Grammar School. Then we
{ived on Farish Street three yeors longer, and Farish Street
i3 beginning to be more commerciol. fother didn't want us
to continue fiving there; she bought this lot ond during
the fast ysor that | wos in high school, she buiit it. |
graduoted, | don't remember the dote, the first week in June
Two weeks ofter | groduated, we moved out here, and we been
out hare suery since,

Uhot high school did you ottend?

Lanier, It wasn't down there then., It was on Fair Street
right where Rowon School is now., Right where Rowan School
now was Lanier High School, ond to me Lanier High School been
the prettieat, |t was pretty than any of the schools., The
thing that wos 3o pretty obout it was the front of it was
beautiful, On the inside, it had a courtyord. It hod a
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courtyard on each side. The ouditorium was in the center,
tverudoy when school opened, we had to go to the ouditorium
to get instructions, The principal talked to us, The
clozzrooms were around the courtyard. You understand what |
mean? |t wos a large courtyord, ond all the ciassrooms were
on each zide. It started from the second grade through the
twelveth, Beoutiful building. The giris' restrooms were
downstairs on the basement on the ieft side of the building,
ond the boys' restrooms were on the right side of the
buiiding down in the basement. Ue had a cafeterio that was
back of the guditorium. Bock in those days we never had
onything but pork ond beons, soup, You had to be somebody
to wark in the cofeteria if the cook |iked you. She was
fls. Young. RAttorney Young, he's dead now, but he has o son
that's an attorney. |t was his grondmother that ran the
funchroom,  She anly iet children work with her whose parents
had went to schooi with her, O0f course she went to school
with my daddy, aa | worked in the cafeterio, MUe didn't have
to do nothing but serve the stuff out to them, It didn't
cost ouer a nickel or dime, Bnd cookies, that's all we served.
ft woa {ike chicken to us bock in those doys. It was a happy

tife. in Lanier High Schoal, | never took an exam, | stayed
on the Honor Roll. My nome stayed on the Honor Roll., There
waz a classmote of mind thot stoyed on the Honor Roli. It was
from her to me. | groduoted; | was salutatorian of the class.

i had a claozsmate that beat me by one point,
You heard of Richard Uright; he was in our class., He
was in our cigss, He was in my class, but he did not finished

with us, He left Lanier High School during the eieventh grade.

His famiiy moved to Memphis | think, If he hod stayed there,
he would hous been the valedictorian of the class becouse

he was super smart in everything --- history, geometry,
euerything Richard was excelient in. He could hold the whale
achool student body speli-bound with the stories he could tell
fiction, western stories, all kinds, He was extro smart, extra
Amant

He oiways wore knee-length pants that come here, | con

remember 30 well most the boys were beginning to wear long




pants, but Richard wore knickersz. He wore his first white pair

of long pants in the eleventh grade. Ue ali teased him, He lived
with his grandmother | think out on Lynch Street. |f he had stayed
hers, he wouid houe been valedictorion of the class of "28.

Dur ciass was the second class that finish,

When | finish Smith Robinson 1925, that fall Lanier
High School was ready, 50 my class went in there in the very
beginning, The class that finished ahead of me, their fipst
year of high school they had to go to Jackson State, At that
time, Jackson State was Jockson College., 5o they went in and
they finished a year ohead of us, Our closs wos the smallest.
it wasn't but nineteen in my class, Fifteen giris and four
boys. Those boys were worth anything, MUe girls in order to
keep them we did their howework, their book reports, and
everything to keep them in the class. | had the four year
scholarship io Tougalioo,

in the mean time a3 | told you, my fother died. [lother
i guess, | know she did it for extro income because my two
oider brothers had stopped schooi. [y oldest brother was a
butcher; | guess it was born in him, My uncle that | told
you were a brick mason, was aiso a butcher too, He learned two
trodes ot tuskegee., He didn't live here. He stayed here
awhile, and you know how people rush off, he lived in St. Louis.

fiy oldest brother went to learn this butcher's trade
under a fellow nomed fir. Fronk Boiton. Frank Boiton and | can't
think of the other feliow's naome, but anywoy they had a market
on Farish Street. That's where my brother worked, Iy two
brothers worked, Ty two oider brothers and my second brother
who was two years oider thon | was, worked at a grocery and
bokery shop, He learned to cook, From there he worked at the
candy shop, ond he ended up bieng o professional cook. When
he died in 1989, he waos a professionoil cook,

They kept him out of the army becouse he cooked, |
can't think of the name of the restaurant; it's not there now,
{t's right across the street from the war memorial Building.

He cooked for cornels and things tike that. They didn't let
him go to the army becouse they kept him there., They said that
he was needed, ond in the mean time he ran a poultry. Al my
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brothers were very ambitious. He had a poultry yard., He raised
brewers: he sold those brewers to the cafe where he worked,
‘You understand? He had o wife and three children,

fly oldest brother was in the meot morket business, He
was drafted ond went into the seruvice also my youngest brother
who i3 living now and |ives here with me. | cook for him.
There he is, That's him. You con pull that out and look at it.
That's him, He's four yeors younger than | am, but he doesn’t
get around as well as | do. Is there onything else? You ask
agnything | don’'t mind answering if | can.

How would you describe the community on Farish Street?

Farizsh: 1t was nice. UWe knew everybody, and everybody knew us, On

the side of the street that | lived starting ot Davis Street
on down, there wos a Or, Barnes. He was a dentist lived on
our side of the street, Hext door to him there was a fomous
Scott fomily, Coretta Scott King's grandparents own that
property, Her mother and all of them were born in that
houze. That house i3 still there, It's not pretty as it
was then, You know property deteriorotes and when it
becomes a rental property, it's not token care of. They
{ived there ond next to them was the pastor of Farish Street
fapt ist Church, HNext to them was Mr, Sims Scott who had

o cleoning business down farther on Farish Street closer to
the Capitol. Thot was the corner,

0n the opposite corner where Peoples Funeral Home is

now, was g house there and Or, Turner, looked like o white
guy, wos a medical doctor ond that was his office. He lived
on the opposite side of Farish Street but in the next biock.
in that side aof the street, Or. Turner, the Woshingtons, and
then the ltalions store, They were . The
name of the italions were the . There
wers two brathers-- fir, Tony, Mr. Sam. They both had their
fomiiies and they all lived in the back of that. Ue got
along fine. The next house on the corner, across from

where Peopies Funeral Home iz now. The house is still there,
it hos the same design. Or. L.A. Smith --- that wos his family's



home. He was not a doctor ot thaot time, that was where his
fami iy lived. He was a graduate of Ricorn. Hext to his
family'= house was a store. He and his wife (3he was a
graduate of Alcorn) they ran the littie grocery store, Their
house wns next to that, While she was running the grocery
store, he went to lcHarry Medical S5chool and graduated. He
was one of our best doctors., He's dead now; he had a clinic
down farther on Farish Street. You know where Y.U.C.A i37
There is a red hot homburger stand, Dr. Uhite's office,

Y. W.C.AR., and Or, Brittain's office. Dr. Smith's clinic was
right along in there, This is moking up Farish Street and
the type of people that iived on there,

The house next ta Or. Truner's clinic was o fady and
her daughier named the Hewmans, They worked in private homes
finck in those doys, it was nice to have a job in a private

white home., In those doys, you worked in the private home.
You rode the street cor. UWe didn't hove buses and rode the
street cars, The street cor went down Capitol Street, came
up it and crossed the raiirood track, Cohea and Niil,
came on up to Bailey, and went down. That's the way it was
then becouse | know if we wanted to catch the street car to
qo to town or the zoo, we would go down to Cohea and MMill
and catch it,

The house next door to us was a two-story building that
was original iy built by Or. Miller's father, Or, Miller been
gead aix or seven years, His father and mother were doctors
They ran the hospitai. Two-story. Our house where | was

born wos right next to it. Hext to our house was fir. and lirs.
Seima.  They lived there,

fir, Selma wos a postman., They called them postal
clerks | think., He rode on the railroad from Jackson to
Ciarksdale in hondling the moil, They don't have that now.
Hext to him was o raitroad mon, o firemon, His house next to
that was ane of our first shoemoker, [, Binoman., His wife
had a fovely home. Their two doughters were along my age.
That was what Farish Street wos mode of.

On down farther wos three houses kinda shot-gun, That's

what they colled them back in those days. They were very nice
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people that lived in them., | know the first house the iady
named was s, Brown, The second house was fr, Cox, His father
was my mother's stepfather. The house next door to that was

the Donsonz, The Oansonz had o doughter that was nomed [largaret .

She wos younger than me, but she ployed with me and my younger
brother, She ended up being a colliege graduate, She taught

at Jdim Hill High School, and married one of our ieading ministers

in this city, 5he's still living , but her health is real bad,
Her husbond iz dead, He had o ztroke, He waoz a pastor of
fit, Helen Baptist Church, Married for a fong time. They
called him Or. Brown,

Hext door to that was a mon ond wife named flr. and lirs,
Pnik., He worked for the city, and she wos seamstress. On

the oppozite side of the street, there was Dr, Smith | told you.

His wife had been in the store. They had a big field there,
Yau had the tennis court there, All the children in the
neighborhood played tennis becouse Or. Smith and his wife
tought us. HNext to that wos a pressing shop. The man by the
name of Thomos Henderson had a beoutiful home round on the
next sirest that he and his wife buiit, He wasn't married
then; he was courting her. e lived across the street, Next
door to that, that property belonged to the Smith family.

The property next to the Smith fomily wos the Topp
fomily. FReu. Topp was one of leading black ministers in the
city, He went to Africo as a missionary and bought back a man
that ended up being a minister. His nome was Randle; | think
t got thot right Rondle because his son [ives around the corner
from me and writes articles up and down Farish Street, Uhat's

that Black papers name?

THE JACKSON RDUOCATE?

Farish: Yes, Ueil, the author of that article up and down Farish

Street, his father waos Reu, Rondie. They came from Africa
with Rev, Topp, Rew, Topp was the pastor of Forish Street
Baptist Church., He hod own DOr. Smith’s property to a little

alley that wos colled Leonard. They called it Leonard Street

now, but it's Leonard Ailey. He had two or three [ittle



shops. The first zhop his son had a studio there. The
Mexicons used io live there. FHReu., Topp's son was named
Hibert, the oniy child he had. He wos musician; he hod a
studio and taught music there for awhile. Then after he
moved out, somebody else moved in,

Hext to thot was the aliey. Then another two-story
fiouze where Or. 0.K. Johnson fived., He was a dentist. HNext
to them was o brick mason and his wife; he as Mr, and Mrs,
Coteman, Hext to them was o womon that wos o teacher. Her
name wos fls. Moude Thompson. She tought out in the county
because it's not in the county now. Of course it's right out
there on Oeitg Orive, She haod o horse and buggy. It would
just do you ali the good in the world to see her hitch up
that horse and buggy and see her on her way to school every
marning,

Next door to them were the Uhites., They were big
members of Simpson United Church, The next house on the
corner was the Willises, How thot mode up thot neighborhood
where we |ived, |t was nice, They're very nice. In the
next block was commercicl, From fonument Street on down on
on both zides of the street was more or less commercial.
Simpson Cofton 061 Mili's Gffice wos on the corner, the mill,

and then the ice plant where my father worked. Listen, my
father hod o whistie; he could get out on the front and
whistle, Either one of us could hear that whistle and answer
it., Ue knew thot that meant Papo wanted one of us to come
back, He would run down there to see what Papo wanted.

Thern there was a littie church that was cailed Farish
Street Christion Church, |t is the same christian church that
Or. lMosely who was head of Smith Robeson lMuseum belong to.
They weren’t in Jackson then. Reu, Scott, the Scotts thot |
was telling to you obout, he was the pastor of that church and
it wos on Farish Street ot that time,

ficross the street were o lot of shotgun houses. | don't
know whether the Jews or the white people or something |like that
own on the corner of Church ond Farish because | didn't know
onything about that., That was before | was born., | do know
there was a store on the corner of Church and Farish., The



The Farish Street Church was ocross the street, |t was nice.

everything wos nice. UOn Farish Street from Church Street on
down on the east side of the street, there wos a great big
building. There was a fella ran a condy store there, Ue
callted him Candy Kitchen Jones, His name was fr.Jones, le
called him Condy Kitchen Jones. Of course, the only kind of
candy you could go and there and buy was creme condy, peanut
candy, and hohound, You ever heard of hohound?

¥E44% Nz Hiliioms did not complete this interview with M3, Minnie

Farish., The tope suddeniy stops when ls. Farish was talking
about the Farish Sireet neighborhood, ¥¥*¥X
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