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This album is intended to pbrovide an insight to the

viewers regarding the inner thought of a Black Artist, as

related to the creative process, the structure of art, the

nature Z
' reé of design, attitudes toward subject matter, paintings, ; ' PRSI IR (e
f graphics, s k
| g B ibtars. o A U A i dosti i / appreciation to some of the people who have encouraged me
the Surreali
e T = kgt s SHRE paide. to pursue a degree in the field of Art Education. First,
to look at 3
my work; visualize and feel the drastic changes it s o e el b
has undergone fr E ‘
e S T Bupitts Soai _ fi’ . my father, the late Mr. Octave Vitel, Sr., for they were
the mein goal, |
: my "Alpha." Thanks go to my wife, Mrs. Bettye Joyce Vital,
! As an artist, I feel ;o
v o : HAPST bave et oY Ay T who has been very understanding, and patient, (even when I
u potential; maybe I ne ; ' |
th ver will; but I will still be in had to stey up all night painting). Speclal thanks go to
ere pushing, To be able to cre
e reate anything with one's % my sisters, Bibby, and Deola; and the rest of my family.
s k8 e most extradordinary tal G :
s y talent God can mive man. Sincere appreciation and thanks also to Dr. John Biggers,
rfection of this talent should be pursued to the best |
e =t of head of the Texas Southern University Art Departmentt; Mr.
Carroll Sims, assistant professor; Mrs. Athene Watson; Mrs.,
e Theressa Allen; and Mrs. Charlene Tull, teachers; for theilr
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Harry Vital L
January, 1972 A i) ‘ "Cconstructive Criticism,” when I needed it.
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TEXAS SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY

ART DEPARTMENT
PRESENTS

BIOGRAPHY

Harry Vital, bom March 11, 1941, New lberia, Louisiona, A 1960
graduate of Kashmere Gardens High School, awarded the Jesse
Jones Scholarship at Texas Southern University in 1961, and o
Scholarship to the Summer Session ot Rice University studying
under Elgine de Kooning, 1962. Served in the U.S. Militu;y from
1966 -1970. Resumed studies in Art Education at Texas Southern
in the summer of 1970. Married 1970, wife Bettye Joyce.
EXHIBITS: Jewish Community Center, Houston, 1963-65; Chan-
nel 13's program, SALUTE TO YOUTH, Houston, 1965; Houston
Art League, 1964-65; Atlanta University Annual, 196365,
Deutsch Amerikanische Hobby Maler Aus stellung, Germony, 1968
70: PERMANENT EXHIBIT: SEN. BARBARA JORDON, Austin,
Texas, 1970; RAYMOND JORDON, LAWYER, Houston, 1970,

Greatful Appreciations to my mother, Mrs. Loretta Vital, for her
endless struggle to see me through.

HARRY VITAL

Senior Art Student
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MY PHILOSOPHY OF ART EDUCATION
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MY PHILOSOPHY OF ART EDUCATION

My philosophy of Art Education is concerned with the mis-
conceptions of Art as it is taught in the public schools, I
have found that many students of Art have an interest in Art,
but lack the ability to apply themselves, By that I mean, some
students in the elementary and high schools, are misled by well=-
meaning teachers, as to their artistiec ability. These teachers
have reeceived no special training in Art, for they teach every-
thing from English to Seience. There's no way for these teachers
to realistically relate their experiences to Art, because they
have never been an Artist. They are unable to guide their pupils'
moods and aspirations toward creative and individuslistic Art.
The student is told what to do, when to do it, and how to do it.

The teaching of Art in America has suffered from a wvariety
of misconceptions, It has been thought of as manual diseipline,
as a genteel accomplishment, as "busy work" and as a safety valve
for 1little savages, Many students come to college with miscon-
ceptions that Art is an easy major, But before long, many find
Just the opposite is true, Much hard work is involved, They u-
sually have to change their ma jor because the ovérall requirements
are too great., They didn't know sbout the long, hard hours,of
painting required to complete a work, or the requirements that
they be equally good in ceramics, sculpture, drawing, weaving, ect,
They didn't know they would meet constructive criticism from their
fellow students and even their teachers., They usually end up frus-
trated with thehselves. This all stems from a lack of preparation

of what they would encounter in college, by elementary and high
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school teaschers.

My argument is not to do away with academic subjeets, but

to at least let. an Art Education teacher teach Art. If Music

teachers can teach Music, and Physical Education teachers can

teach physical education, then why can't an Art Education teach-
er teach Art? The regular classroom teacher doesn't even consi-
der Art of any zreat importance to the child., Her dally schedule
leaves little time to devote to Art. For example: the Houston
Independent School District devotes four-fifths of schooltime to
reading, mathematics, language, handwriting, spelling, history,
geography, end science, One-fifth is devoted to musiec, art, phy-
sical education, health, and safety, in the first, second, and
third grades. Of the one=fifth of schooltime, only 40 minutes
weekly is allowed for Art. It 1s my belief that more time should
be spent in the teaching of Art, end less time on academic subjeets,
because at this age, self-expression is very evident. The other
subjects can all be applied to Art in some way.

Art Education, even for little children, means something more
than instruction in drawing. It comprehends the cultivation of the
eye, that it may percelve form; of the hand, that it may represent
form graphically(drawing); of the mind, that it may receive and ex-
press 1deas in regerd to form,

Art Education is not aimed at developing a professional Black
or White Artist, or any other color Artist. Its aims can be stated
as the following:

1. To offer a consistent development of the faculty of sight,

2. To develope an appreciation of the beautiful,

3. To acquire ability to represent(objects).
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4, To develope the creative impulse,

5. To prepare pupils for menuel industry is purely inci-

dental,

6. The development of professional Artists is in no sense

the aim of Art in Education in the public schools,

I believe we can learn about our present and past through
the teaching of Art, We can become more aware of our environ=-
ment and its surroundings. Art is man's way of keeping records
of his cultural heritage. A child can learn from whence he has
come (forefathers), and gain an insight into where he is going
(future),

The versatility of Art is endless and ageless and is limi-
ted only by the vision of each age, In the present it serves
man, and it will continue to serve him; for it has always been
S0, Because of its visual form, which is universal, Art elimi-
nates geographic and historical boundaries and the barriers of
language to speek in a manner common to all men,

In conclusion, Art Education can be appreciated by everyone,
even a 1little child., Great creative energy exists in every child,
This energy must find an outlet in expression, or repression will
result, Children should be allowed to draw what they wish, what
they see in their mind's eye, not that which others think they
ought to draw. As an Adult, he must be able to meet certain
standards, which are much mor rigid than the standards placed up-
on him as a child, A child needs little or no instruction to
express himself in Art, but as an Adult interested in Art Educa-

tion, a baslc foundation in Art is necessary. If he proves un-
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worthy of the task before him, he will prove an instrument to
the misconceptiéns and misheliefs currently being dispelled in

our elementary and high schools today.
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