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Monroe Nathan Work was born in lredell County, North Carolins,

o
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. August 15, 1866. nothhof his parents were slaves, He was the tenth
¢hild of eleven born to his parents, All were slaves except him and
~%he younger ochild. When freedom cume his father, who was a brieke
nunon. ian buying the freedom of his family.

When he was very young his parents moved %o & farm in Fansus, and
was one cf the ploneer familics to settle in shat state. Their first
home was built of sod, situsted 160 miles from She reilroad. Mr, Work
helped to heul lumber %o build the first plank house which the family
owned., )

Being very poor, young Work left school when he had finished the
8th grade to help support ﬁhe family, by woiking on the Lfarm.

At the age of 23 he entered High Sehool, then uoht to Oklahoma and
taught school awhile. Deciding to Lecome & minister, he entored the
Chicago Theological Seminary in 1898, Realizing the wider field open
for Soeial Work he entered the University of Chicago and gradusted
with the degree of Ph. B, in 19028, MHe received his A. M. in 1903,

He was at the Univeraity of Chiocago eight yeurs and except for the
aid given him during his stay in the theological seminary he paid for
'$8lboling by doing all kinds of work, such as walting, dish

washing, Janitor service, etc.

During the years 1903-08 he was professor of pedagogy and history at
the Georgia State Industrial College, S&vannayjﬁaorgia. 8Bince 1908 he =
has been dircetor of the department of records and research, at Tuskegee
and has developed this department to such an extent that it is
considered the world over as a relisble source of 1nfo§nutiou on all
phases of Negro 1ife and history. )

finee 1912 Mr. Work heas putlished %:z&zﬂbditiona of the Negro Year
Book, :
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Cuﬁa, "It continues to be the standard work of reference on all matters
relating to the ﬁcgro. Ite cireulation extends %o every part of the
United States, to Canada, the West Indies, Central Amcrica, South
America, Yurope, Asia end Africa. 4% provides, in an inexpensive form,
& svecinct, comprchensive and impartial review of the events which
affect the interests ané indicute the prugress Hegroeu are meking. It
furnishes a conpaet tut comprehensive statement of historicsl end
statlstical facte arranged for ready refurence. It is & permanent record
of current events and at the same time an encyclopsedia of hietorioﬁl
and sociologicnl facts, and in addition o its interest for the general
recder, its usefulness in the study of the Megro by E&as%on Gtudy olasses,
Y. ¥, Co Auy, 808 ¥, W, C. A., ¢lasses and literary clubs, is especially
adapted for use in schools where sociologiecal and hiator1£;1 courses on the
Negro are glven."

In 1927 after having exhausted the resources of Ameriocan libraries,
the Phelps Jtokes Fand and Tuskegee Inatitute made 4t possible for him to
go to Purope to complete his work on the "Bibliography of the Negro in Africa
and America."

There he collecied duta on Africe from the representative libraries
of Purcpe such as the British Museum, the British Colonial Office, the
Royal Colonial Institute of London, the Colonial Institutes of frussels and
Hamburgh, the Bibliothbque National of Paris, %he Library of the Leasgue of
Bations, ete. He also consulted with ™uropean axthorities on Africa, thus
insuring that the Biblivgraphy would rank with other reprosentative
publications of its kind., In June, 1928, the Divliography was published,

In 1929 the Harmon Foundation awarded him & gold medel ond $400
for "scholarly research and educaticonal publicity through his periodic
compilation and publication of The Negro Year RBook.
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Recendiy Mr, Work has received a scholarship from the Julius

. Rosenweld Fund for study and research work at the University of
% Chicago. While there he will work on the project, "Changes in
Population and Tand Temure in the Counties of the South," which was
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