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ORAL HISTORY PROCRAM

INTERVIEW AGREEMENT

You have been asked for information to be used in commection
with the Oral History Program at Jackson State University, Jackson,
I\.'Iississiy?pi. Thepurpqse of this program is to gather and preserve
information for historical and scholarly use.

A tape recording of your interview will be made by the inter-
viewer, and a typescript of the tape will be made and submitted to you
for editing. The final retyped and edited transcript, together with
the tape of the interview will .. then be placed in the oral
history collection at Jackson State University, Jackson, Mississippi.
Other institutions or persons may obtain a copy. These materials
may be used for purposes of research, for instructicnal use, for
publication, or for other related purposesy )
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INTERVIEWER: STEVEN A. RENFROW
L
INTERVIEWEE: /KINDA OVERMAN
SUBJECT: CHILDHOOD EDUCATION, FARM LIFE

DATE: MARCH 18, 1977

L. This is an interview with Mr. Steven Auther Renfrow, of Jackson State
University of Oral History 3011 I'm Linda Overman, the interview was conducted
at 1636 Kentwood Drive, Jackson, Mississippi on March 18, 1977 at 11:00 a.m.

S. My early recollection of experience go back to the late 1890's. I recall
the assassination of President McKinley. I recall that my older brother was

(”" ) :‘;u’/'k)”’(\l\“

going to take part in the Spanish American War and I was distrubed because I
%n_ "yx
didn't want to see ke go away again and not come back.
L. How old were you about that time?
a4
S. I was about 7 years old. I was born in .82=
L. Did he end up going or
S. Huh?
L. Did he go to war?

S. No he didn't go. My early school experience was in the one teacher school.

UKB\Q;\ one teacher handled all grades, one through eight. It was a

very crued building at the time. There were N\() (Lejt.rﬁkx ‘{ walls. The floors
were made out of board, cracks in them, cracks between them. The fireplace was
used fogxﬁéat and our games were on the outside. The games of those days,

children have never heard of today. '"King, King, Calaco, you come and I'll go.

Did you ever hear of that?

L. No, I never have.
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S. Dare base L. What kind of game was that? ~

" \ :
Yoy  deed w*
S. Well, dare base, each side had a base and theirls‘limieed the ¥ther team to

\“\!Q !/-) AJUW ,“ "\(ﬁ
come near that base and if—there, they\were apt to be captured and become a part

of that base. Then another game we played was stealing wood. We~££é& a line, long

line on the ground and we had sticks and things of that kind on either side. We

had two sides and we tried to gk steal each others wood without being caught and

if we were caught, we had to become a part of the other team. That was some of the
that”

early games that we played. Another experience I had as a boy,nl recall on the

farm was my eight brothers and sisters who are all older than I except one sister

would go fishing in the little creek that ran through the woods not far from my home.

| e
L. You were living around Y\/\ E)\ Mississippi.

— :‘ A o
S. Around \f\fﬁjff§ e/ Mississippi. One of my earliest recollections as

a fond memory even to this day is my oldest brother said to me and to my mother one

\"\4

10U

day, I otta carry Steve down to the creek when I go fishing. She gave permission

/
L&

and I went down with him. I can see him now. He cut me a small pole, tacked some
fishing line and baited my hook and tole me to drop it in the water. After a little
while, he said, pull it out! pull it out! and when I did I had a little small fish.

That was the first fish that I had ever caught. That in all these years, are very

S
QYRS
fond memories that I‘thlnk‘he carried me down in the woods to go fishing. The other
Y OL
games that we played*were other brought to

the Puttnum public schools located on a public road and back in the air path in the

woods where it was a considerable distance down the public road. The other children
Qo :

came by path ales, from their home.

L. About how far did you have to walk to school?

S. About a mile and a half. After I passed the eight grade, I went to what you call

a high school, three teachers. Each had ten grades for six months school. That

school was almost about two and a half miles. The other two grades I went on to

Webster where they had a standard high school. Standard for those days are those
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4%{ s Men¥h 5 c;n%p&/

grades,‘fhaEQQQQ/almost about two and a half mile’ The other two
(kiR e.

grades I wenfat?pwas Websterngg?% had a standard high school,*étan—
dard high=sehkeol Itn those days/are those grades only and I finished Vhe
5(,nr-,0/°f"f\~€ .

%3q;7&,”theirest-e£«my high school there.There were very few four year high
schools in Mississippi at that time, very few.

L. What year did you finish high school?
eboHé
S. I graduated fromphigh school in 1912,after graduating from high
ab"/’ 2 dE s ;e
school, I was fortunately enough to get well in MlSSlSSlppl it is

at that fime after finishing four years at Qwvz¢m§HMkj&x&L/I grad-
/o i
uated in 196€.

L. Can we go back and talk about your school, what kind of subjects
did you take, what kind of classes did you take, in grade school?

S. High school 4s basic studies,jgnglish, some form of mathematic,
which e
algebra, geometry, and history, we—took history of Miss1351pp1 we.

;;—'54““7", Qe cal/
teek history:. of United State history and Ancient,Cift a/

what they eatted it , History of World, ead \Jé also took science,
pse T Aere S
we took general science and physics, they-were basic subJect g,they
ne lLhese qSmmrE 1
were Very about it and yeﬁ~had—to~take it-over: {f you
Gy “‘ZV W(’d Anvhave e mn74 OF cucriddurm [Ninpne o (S
you.didn't take=i where children

could cor-+5 ;
take all.souree of things.Hoping the was not thought of /7
tho a2 O e 4 ,
~gwd, we had a small number of children who live™on g,/:g/7?7 1N

ld
Mississippi had the opportunity to go to high school.I walk four miles

just to get to high school and I had one younger sister who graduated

o Huesr &
from Brookhaven High School and she 1ivé with-the-older sister their. ,
A daq ang
(ﬁy parents were education rﬁkﬁc¥pé/ for that mamy of

tima;fguey made‘jihgh\gkﬁcp+' %bgive us an opportunity,theee of my
«,,1 "t

older sisters ended blue mountainfllocated in Mississippi

during' the time they were grow1ng up, ﬁ%t that was unusual for tire
Tual F o) ENDGlUgA—— v‘ylgﬂ Lo

girly. LAA & aan. B aAcommunlty who go through anﬁ“source of educationg]
e o
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p ' ' who )éj;
institution,,lf’ wasn't ﬁmci:ents;\had apyid evd speak

off#, it was just about the good

at his bed time he goes at that good hickory stump, and

had a smoke house full of meat,which kind of prospearty in those days.
Farmers were not such a good farmers, hecdidn't have those things, he
didn't have fat horses,he didn't grow his meat,he had to buy feed for
his stock,that was the time in those days when farmers taking his time
with the things he had.

we fartt &b N -
L. Could yau—tell=me about your brothers and sisters, I thought their
were twelve children in your family originally. You were the elevep M
8. YesiQI was the eleveghof twelve children,Four of the older children

L, ‘/C’Uﬁ were JHe eleventh /I.U(dv‘(’)
had when they were smaller, but eight of us-—te be adults,

None pF ¥hem Y 1€y
14t pas€“away - before there were 69 years old cne brother pass away

) AAE -1 E
aﬁﬁ%f%ﬁ&ﬁgsister pass aiway at 65, one pass away at 88,one 87 and one 93.Two

brothers pasgiaway at 69 and 88.0ne sister didn't live, she will be 89
e WaSband S - whars

in a short tims, The times we had in those days on the farm were semething

’)’ 3 - 4
we Gre(d . We grewp the garden or what &y;u grew in the feildg /%y brother
2 ‘ ;
toléyus that we had a good garden;"Eﬁat garden was 29 ced / Fuyfive,
90 € (h L tns C‘o’*c(.ldr.)/‘-#— ¥4 W /)ﬁbl'*:
foot Uhic I sy k7 }5 sharp to the top with—a sitting High above
V

Sor+ ! '
4t or upem—it jumpimg over in the garden. We sourse of cultivate it
Drgan c Ferterfize s i (v €.
natural “otder eﬁﬁipmentsM&ﬂmt5$-barn and
Av ) L Cro 22 VA 1) p;\&'?“l
Aro s Ao e Qo Q™"
the hen house,&ll judg?gzdup;in the hen house to save the §$hem garden,
L, Npw wre Wwyjirg 4o geV- Dack +2 Whael (7 SOme P4 :
Durfhé the season¢we had a punch-of vegetables, such as we grew in those
W€ hed grod”? Gb5undance ha ’é’“/"e,
days we=had beets,1ettuce,squash,cabbage, beans,orka, ?hlngs of’tbat’%iaéqté
3 Cield crops, jyfoes —— OCe & ye Cor. We §ren 5
fih the feilds,sirish phteEa, we—grew-eneough-for seven month supply. Sweet

o vrths SafFe ) s lso Grew i Abyndince ;
ﬁf’”J“‘ééﬁf P é;f?u fad! ,peas that we called black eye peas, which

grown—in-a-bunch

~f black eye peas, crowder peas,
yere M€ poad e re
d{%eas are”%é%s that was plant

is known today, always have bFi @;&QL

1€ ;e
and what we called feild peas today, E%ll

in the corn C ¢ P . In the corn are to grow and you will pick it,




RENFROM 5
Come up tobetherr

many times thosejare there even so the skunks can get them, after

climbing the trees. My father also believe in during his own meat,

when I say meat,I think that what you called it today.Ham, shoulder,

.. b " . g s
and so on.We would cure 1t?hsmoke it in the smoke house, dissolve 1it,
aﬂd(éghgyﬁkth%ykﬁgm;w%at of the hog. Cans of it and also put it in the
Thet's What Fhegwere mad

.That is what you called a five gallon churns.AYou +2¢

Yy et rer vse o Uirn lerd
can use it for many purposesspuse lard for it in the churns, nothing

to it and occgsionally every once in a year we will kill a pig. The
Just @
yourig animal of-the pig, we had no way of preserving it, we had a

at a short time.

L. You can't smoke these.

S. No, some of the system different farmers in’ the community took
turn apvout killing the young beast. Whenever a man kills a beast,
he send out the‘%g;ia that the man is going to killed the beast.

In time those who are going to kill the beast will go and buy.
Cunche +re pect beek helll
enough for two or three days, and then _next mannwitkill a beast

and maybe the way we had beef ever once in a while. Bacon was cured
e e \ngng P Fndee
by salting down in-the emoke house and smoking it, it what we use to

call fat back. The fat back was use for cooking purposes, we didn't
eat much of that, we use it for seasoning beans, butterbeans, green-

beans, tumip green, what ever you are having to help you to seasoning.

‘N\“L“‘L'\CJ {}QQ rhont

My two clder brother neverpwest to&ééﬁool because they were always help-
ing working in the fields making food for the family .They never got
old enough or big enough to go to the railroad,that is about the only

source of employment for young men , foot work reilroad footwork never

whered Qraw N A Gor-riind 1 "“P
came back to the farm.liopefully , very suddenly the boyjdoesn't-come '
ledt the dtarmithed Lidn Sdecy

‘back to the farm. There was no offensive their, was advance

at the railroad,I have to remember where I lived source of employment
for young men they were working on the track, thev on the transport-

ation in from of it then they left up in the moment, a few other
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gentleman work in the sawmill an other places that particular
public work missing.

L. That would be a big interest to me.

S. That is kinda of on the way it is such a

hard thought, keep in mind that my experience and to the other

you received of it that Mississippi

L. I want to go back just a minute back to your grade school you
€
went to, you told me oncenthat you the writer.

S. In grade school wé had a back in those days very few students
ey v

had a £est book and paper to write on, do tpbeir arithmetic én,Aodggﬁr
; LLn-zQ S\.;K@J pQJ\Q i\s.

their spelling on and things of that nature we had zlakesy Every
Q S I(\ )\&

child had-ene

L. Every child,what did they write on’them with?

S. You will write with a slake pencil.

L. What was it made of?

S. It was a hard material, sort of like a slake. If not we have

the same composition, I don't know what it was but it -was a hard

thing, I don't know whethér it wad manufacture or nade out of some

aslqke, PIRES, A. F” ) bAQause the
nature material. But £he penc1l was g%'ﬁgz%h ﬁﬁl@ b t when you
[ RRVEIN ( ‘,\p\(\ eale

wrote on your slake, you erase it.

" \/\A;\)y\ " N
L. You just was it ofin
I'A Yoot vt
S. of course,cgmzog4*k*x“W5x\J{we just sit down to provu "and to

think about things, we though no better, You know what a slake board

is. We had a large wash cloth wipe it of and let it dry and start overn
Daven \"Qu‘\\\{ Row- M\\ \é

again.n\We had blackboards in the room,and we had whatr we called it,

chalk,crayon and now they called it the _ _

L. Chalk I guess, these are blackboards.

S. We went to the and work out arithmatic on the
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board and show how much we knew,but it had to be erase for the

rest of them. Not the kind of eraser that we use today, it was

\”Q (I) b :‘
a type of Sheet Weod use up a side of your hand.tncle ¢ Line €reser

That how different they are,I was known some year in &he ?g¢

I zuess I was in high school when I saw eraser that was manufacture
and the kind they use today are not made of ehee@ skin. Some form of
sheep, you just cut of the children from the farm, and you make the

Owr Weater

eraser from the sheep skin. And F—water—the yypj/es

And it was cool in those days ag 'many arm full

down

will fix you a nature spring , well they didn't have to put-t—om
a %ég.During those early days was upon a hill was a spring sweet

___ supply of water and we had a water bucket, the boys took
turn about bring up a fresh bucket of water,we had ten dippers to
drink out of. Come in there once and drink out of the same one.
3anutation for drinking out of the same cuﬁ, I never heard such of
a th;éﬁ, I don't reacon anybody else have.

L.Do you have an out door heathropn Bhern OF an outdoor toilet?

S. An outdoor toilet, the girls went down one hill and the bows
went down another hill, there are a lot of bushes down there, that

was also the thing that they bought nature. 1In that day and time

had enough for a toilet in their home and in those

days they calied it the in those days, and the

school I went to didn't have any setting facilities and when I
went to high school they had outdoor.facilities build and main-

tained for the . I dont know how old

I was when I saw those, I don't think I even saw one when I went
to college, I don't think I even saw one, I never saw much

L‘ T\'mj wa's 19 \.C\-m“t‘ \c']\g-:‘ . .
when I went to college.nThat was in 1913, that was the first time
that I have ever saw light, the state was Mississippi State which

is Migsissippi State now.I remember the first concrete hwK I Cwn

Lo,
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budy aug L)i‘ Fhe bricK watK nfront "rk”’ !(‘L =%
Well, some paf% in B Ehé&*buildma—brick in-space (pf business and aboard
ery wel)
concrete. That is strict in any kind of 2 T remember the first
g Was s o
telephone %&ﬂe JL before . I remember the first kind I ever saw. I was a

child. I was just twelve years old. I never talk to anyone about teenagers
r\ur'\ K now .4;‘
and I see rallroadsAxlght beside my father farm, but I @emember very well the

first time I ever rode on a train. There was an occassion when my mother

carried my younger sister and I to visit another sister down in

Mississippi. We got on a train and rode.
L. When was that? X

ol e
S. Well, I was about and on the trip when I-wae’my first telephone.
I went to town. They say folks in town never saw a telephone, ha ha ha.
L. Were you in your teens then or you don't remember how old you were?
S. No! I wasn't in my teens. Those things all seems very primitive today and
were in their way, but we must remember that all the citizens of transportation,
communication all those things go to make a person's country in a way of
transportation, highway, communication, construction, machine, modern farming

methods all that business had come about in the last, much of it in the last

fifty years.

L. Its staggering that such a . all that time.

Gy I L,(F-be\qe
8. Tes =y 2'11 1732 _Know nothd thing—about. Say I remember the
first radio I ever saw. I remember the first I ever saw.

That's that's some family reading history. That was less than fifty years ago.

fople tuiag S i
and manysheertoday were adults before they ‘was a television, but the radio came

along and in that period of time.

L. Remember when you ever went to your first movie? Did = have a

movie theather?

S. Nooo! ____wasn't big enough to have a movie. Brookheaven had a, had a

movie.
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L. You were at silent movies then

S. Dh vVak  4ley weve silent movies.
7 7 )

L. Yah, when they started ”

S. I saw my first movie in Brookheaven and it was a .

Brookheaven would just have what they call trade day just off

they kept it on the part of business being down. They get people to come to
town and see what was happening down there and all their entertainers would come

down there at times and I went to all after I was a teenager

and Tractors was a show about the qw. tble e y-

Agricultural Department and that was the first picture show I had ever seen, and I
thought I could go to it free, without paying. Part of that thing was bad. That was

the first picture show I ever saw. The next picture show I ever saw was when I was

a student at Indiana. We had a show on the campus school's
auditorium on Saturday night for the students. it cost a
o v

dime and we didn't know when it was advertised and that sound funny, strange to people
in this day and time but there was times you can't have a dime to go to the show it's
not a dime anymore but

L. It's like a dollar today

S. And then there was these boys, didn't have a dime regularlly and I was one of them.

My room mate didn't have a dime regularlly. I never saw a silent, I
never saw a movie until maybe late 20's and I drove to my
in Brookheaven and there was a movie. Part of the time I drove
to . Now, I can't think of star in it. One
. ’ (2
of the stars was a singer and he sang 3.\ O.y
1 I

L.
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E

Eddy Cannon
S. Not Eddy Cannon

L. No no no

S. late comer. He was one of the ones who sings gotta

grow old and he was the star of the show and he<§§§é YiQk: Qo

And _, 4 oS vertf euﬁl}Q(3+¢E?at was the first sound picture I ever heard and thats

late summer. It was a summer

I've got to

L. But, when you were

S. L.

S. Boys and girls up in a barn in the time I grew up.

They didn't have a lot of private homes they were kept busy. Boys in the fields until
they were old enough to either do the hoeing, pick cotton, gather vegetables or what
ever the job might be at that particular time. They were required to be a part of it.

And the girls would be with their mother in the house doing the cooking and the laundry

and the laundry was done in a wash pan

L. Did they have a wash board or

S. A wash board, and that was weekly choars usually done on Monday and they washed pots

in that water that was a big apart
I throw their work clothes and in
the boiler little dirt clean
clothes and they girl worked in the fields along with their
brothers, many of them and the girls used the

boys and there were boys who worked in the fields. Now, my father along

with the company's boys boys were eight dozen of us in the

vegetable crop, the
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niggers to the market so that he can have one, two or three acers

and pockets in the Northern
customers worked tired and ago during the

they had to be fields and they had to be
what they call they had to be
they had to be that's all

ago. I never had to tie a knot
on a croker cack or pull a ‘Q@{U“H’ uijréq+@vk.ﬁmﬁ{)

\

They had a servey a regular servey that was in the fur farm work

We had a k chicken farm they gave us chicken eggs %

By farming that was the only thing to do it never would help but survey it

you had to pay




