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I am here at the "Eat & Beat-It Cafe," with Mrs. Hannah

Tucker. We are doing an Oral History interviewee for

the Institute for the Study of Black Life and Culture,

Jackson State University. This project is sponsored

by the National Endowment for the Humanities.

date is October 8, 1981, and we are now beginning the

intexrview.

A Would you give us your f£ill name please?
il My name is Hannah Watts Tucker.
A: Tell us where you were born and when you came to Jackson.
s I was born in Rankin County. My father, mother and I moved

to

County when I was about five years old. They moved to Bolton,

Mississippi, and we lived there,and I went to schocl there.

I

Today's

Hinds

got

(2
married to a gentleman named Oatis Tucker. Then T left from Bolton

and came to Jackson to live in 1939.

A: Where did you move to when you moved to Jackson? Wha area was it?

T: T moved to 212 East Hamilton Street.

A: Hamilton Streef, that's in the Farish Street Distirct. . .

T That's right.

A: So you were pretty familiar with the Farish Street area then for a
long time. Tell us something about your life during those years.

T: Well, 1 was working as a maid and cooking. I did that for several

years. Then 1 worked on West Capitol Street for a store for
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about three or four years, I left there and I started fixing hair.
I did that for a couple of years.

Did you have your own shop then?

No.

Where did you do hair?

It was on Farish Stig T left there and then T started working for

?{atd A pecar fador

3 .opn Hamiltor! Street. I worked for them for

the Haygoods.

S

about six or seven years. I left there and started working for
who—wms a Dentist, -and=oderd=swith. (7). . S.acth

Was he a Black Dentist?

Black.

Where was his office located?

When I first started working he was on Amite and later he moved on
Farish.

Where on Farish did he move to?

It was still on Amite Street. Well he moved from there up to Farish,
and I worked for him for about seven years, méme-oF¥ ten years, Then I
started my business of my own.

What was that business?

That was "Eat & Beat,,:fﬁl'/ ot ”éﬂ,-/"léeﬁ/ If GA‘\[{Z

This cefe? ‘

Right.

Flve
Well, I was up where the "Y" is now, and I stayed up there about -seven-

Okay. Have you been in this location all the time?

years.

About what year was it that you opened? "

I1f making no mistake, it was in or around 1948 or 192;: somewhere
around in there.

What was Farish Street like when you first came to Jackson?

Well it was in a bloom.

Tell us something about it.



"DRAFT

TUCKER, Hannah
October 8, 1981

OH 81.

-

A

66

Tt was in a bloom. On Friday, every Thursday I would be working hard
getting ready for Friday, every Friday.

Tell us something about what it was like then. If I wasn't here I
wouldn't know what Farish Street was like. Tell me something about
what you enjoyed about Farish Street then.

Well it was just in a bloom. o Everybody was more loving with
one another. Having a good timegiahat they use to call it . I was
mostly a.church going person. I wasn't in that crowd.

What church did you attend?

Church of God in Christ . .

N,y_ullape——ké'/ KJDCA’{C’«J on 0/@'{/4""5[ S# 4

Located on Oakland Street.

Oakland Street?

Yes. Elder D. R. Curry was my Pastor.

When you opened the "Eat & Beat-It Cafe,'" on Farish Street, North
Farish Street, what was your experience like? What motivated you to
go into the restaurant business?

Well, I was just trying to do better for myself. Highest I ever worked
for, I didn't never get no higher than $12.00 a week. 5o, that's one
thing I had, one thought. I reared two, no three children with
my own, 'cause my mother died and I taken my two baby sisters and
raised them. So I just went into business trying to do better, make
more money. »

What was the experience like going into business, was it hard for you
as a woman at that time going into business?

Well yes it was.

How did you get your capital to go into business? Did you save that
up or were you able to borrow money from the bank at that time?

Well, no, my friend helped to put me into business.

Private financing then.

That's right.
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What were some of the experiences like when you first opened up?
Well it was all new to me. I didn't know nothing about cafes and
I never went in them too much, .Itwas just all new to me.
That must have taken a lot of courage.
Yes it did.
Were you encouraged by the Farish Street atmesphere?
No, T was encouraged by my friend.
By your friend?
Yes, 'cause I wanted to give it up but he pushed me till I got caught
on to it. After I got into it then it was alright.
Was the Black Community a good patronage of your restaurant at that
time?
Right.
Did your business build ?
Very good.
After your business built up over a period of years, you probably saw
quite a number of changes on Farish Street. How did those changes
affect your business?
Well, it hurt pretty much, like it's going now--business really hurt.
When did you make the move from further north on Farish Street to
this location?
When the "Y'" got ready to build their place they tore down that wooden
frame.
This was a resident structure that you got started in that was torm
down?

That's when I moved from there to down here.
I heard on another interview about some professional people that use
to dine at your place and have dinner or something for the Attorneys
in the area. Do you remember that particular incident?
Well now . . .

Someone (I think it was Dr. White) was telling us about a dinner that
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A: was held to honor one of Jackson's lawyers at your place.
I don't remember. A lot you know and you just forget it. Al

enjoy running a cafe. Since I have been here I really enjoy it.

A What were some of the problems that I might run into in this area
if T wanted to go into the restaurant business?

e . . .you have to keep your eye on it. That's the only problem I have
with it. You just have to keep your eye on it so people don't take
your stuff.

A I know you said that your friend encouraged you to stay in the business
but a lot of people have dropped out in spite of encouragement. You
must have had some courage or some motivation. What gave you the strength
to go on with it?

ik Well, one thing, because I wasn't making no money being a maid and
what not . Xe encouraged me that I could make more mcney than what I was
doing and that if I stay in it, it would over run and then I could see
my way out. When I get to where I couldn't make it I would call on
him, he would come and help me until I got up on my feet. He was very

nice. So, therefore, that was encouragement. He's dead now.

A Would you like to reveal his name?

P His name was(iiééﬁf&@ﬁmith.

A: Was he in the restaurant business?

i He once had been.

A: He was able to tell you some of the problems then.

il That's right.

A: That you would be going through.

T: That's right. His name was Cfgfgﬁé%;Smith.

A: Do you remember when the Payne bus use to run and bring people into
town?

T: Sure. 1 was up on the hill at that time, but when I moved here it was

all about played out.
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A: What is the street address here?
748 Nérth North Farish Street.
748 North Farish Street, and this is where the Payne Grocery Store was
that brougth the bus in.

g Yes, it was the second door from here, cause there was this garage right
next door and that's where all the buses came in and they unloaded in
this area. Other words, we had a barber shop in here, a .store, grocery
store, and this was a cafe here and the garage.

A All this was owned by Payne?

.o

Right, it is still owned by Payne.
Were any of the businesses (Black) over there where your business was

when you got started?

g ghe The GrRrge hs blpek @op

Az You remember what businesses were there at that time?

T This cafe on up the street. I think her name was Joann, Shewas dcing
business.

A: That's the one right across from Mr. Luckett's store?

i That's right.

Al The store?

T Yes. She was in business, I don't know her last name. That's about
the only somebody I know besides Mr. Luckett.

A Can you tell us about some of the changes that you have seen take place
in the Farish Street area? 1 know you said that back then it looked
like there was a lot more love and people were a lot more free about
associating. What are some of the other changes that you have noticed?
What businesses are no longer here that were here then?

g1 A lot of changes. The ice house was over there. It was in a bloom,

We had a fish market over there, it was in a bloom.
b

All of that is torn down now.
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When you say it was in a bloom you mean it was prosperous?

That's right.

Great, okay. L‘-f fﬁé s/fzée/

Plus, they use to have a cleaners right dema—below here—Tto, which was
Jessie Williams Cleaners.. He built this building here on the corner.
Was he a Black guy?

Yes. There was an open space in here.

Is that the building where the Paris Cleaners was?

Right.

So, Jessie Williams was the owner of the Paris Cleaners and he built
the building.

That's right.

Fantastic.

He built that building over w(ﬁ{A ¥* ran it until he passed. So a few

years’a&%e* his w1Fe_ﬁéQT§;_ba+&{—rt‘&ﬁﬁ_T“wxs—figh%—ehere*by—ﬁhemi
So later years aﬁ%er~he~built, the !'y" gﬁgft.

What kind of clubs did you belong to in the area? Did you belong to
any clubs or just the church? What kind of activities did the church
have in the area at that time?

Kind of work I did in the church?

Yes.

Well, I raised monﬂy an ‘ndcher too, kindergarden children.

?Cj Cha s

Is that the same )dL is now over on Lamar Street?

No.
It was a different one? Is that one still operating?
Yes, it is still operating.
That was pn Oakley?
F moved ovek on ,_
,—near Northside Drive.
Okay.
Our Pastor was D. R. Curry, he's dead now.

You mentioned a pecan company on Hamilton Street. Where was that lo-

cated?



DRAFT =8

TUCKER, Hannah
October &, 1981
OH 81.66

s Well that was located on. . .there's a place there, is it called the

Home Dining Room now?

A Yes.

T Well, the building right behind there that's going on . . .

A Where the Jackson Advocate is now? Well where Miles Grocery Store is?

a4 I think they got some kind of grocery store in there now. . .

A Miles Grocery Store?

T It's been so long since I've been down in there now.

At What kind of business was that, they bagged pecans or what was it?

e Yes, they shelled them and they would bag them and all this kind of
stuff. 1In fact, they were being hulled or something. . . run through
a machine.
right.

T But I didn't work at this plant, I worked at this home, you know I use
to work for the Haygoods.

A: The Haygoods were the ones that owned the store?
That's right.
Then you can recall when the Jackson Advocate building and the old Home
Dining Room building was in this building on the corner?

T Yes. The beginning of the Home Dining Room was back where the drug-
store is now. The Home Dining Room first beginning was in there.

A: Where Harmon's drugs is?

T No, it wasn't none of Harmon's. * You know where the Home Dining Room
at now? Well, it was between the peanut house and . . .

A: Where it is now located. . .

Yes. See it started off in a little small space, the
Home Dining Room. It was a drugstore and then o] o wa§ the Home Dining
Room. then the Silver Savers. Where Home Dining Room:is now it was a
grocery store called the Silver Savers.

A Okay, it gives me a whole new picture of the ;,/1;23’.0“ 'ﬁe 5%&66%04/ f/é@
it Then later years the Home Dining Room moved : - his ¢

corner.
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A The northeast corner of .A/”fm’fﬁﬁ) \ ;/4/4/5/7

diiK Of Farish, right across the street.

A: Right.

ALl And it stayed in there for years until they went out of business.

A Who owned the Home Dining Room, do you recall?

e Well I've forgotten the name, both of them are dead. Anyway, they
moved across there in this place where the Home Dining Room is and
stayed there for a number of years. The next place was the ice cream
place. The next place was Moses Shoe Shop.

A Coming back this -~ way?

T Moses Shoe Shop was in there when I was a little girl. He had a great
big place in there and a lot of shoes.

A: Did he make shoes or did he just repair them?

i He sewed them.

A He made repairs on them.

i Then later years he got up on his feet and he opened up a
nice place in there. He stayed there fo?a' A onger- Moses
Shoe Shop.

A: Do you remember the Redmonds and the property that they owned?

T Yes, and Gus Redmond he use to have a place across the street, a big
two-story building.

A: Right, that one is still there, right where Collins Funeral Home is now.

iR Is there still a two-story building down there?

A: Yes.

iR Well a two-story building. It use to be a beauty shop, downstaisI don't
know all what else was in it, . I think people lived upstairs. That's
where T use to work in that beauty shop. Across the street use to be a
big barber shop.

A: Who owned the beauty shop that you worked in?

se

Well her name was Miss Sadie. 1 don't remember her last name. All I

know is her name was Sadie. Where this here store is use to
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T: a barber shop in there. Long years ago there was a tailor. They use to
call him tailor, He. use to cua_clofhes, fix clothes. I think he's still
on the West Capitol Streedk/ggj Zé?vzz,éggr in there in a ltttle small
place.

A 1 met him around on Capitol Street, I didn't know he was from Farish‘
Street though.

e Yes, that's right, That's where he started out was on Farish Street.

The Big Apple Inn, when he first started it was Hot Tamales. He was

selling Hot Tamales. He would make them in his house, He = would go
out on the street and sell them . Then, sometimes people come to his

house and get them. Finally he opened up a place on Farish on this side

of the street.

A: That's on the east side of the street.

i Right along in there where this barber shop, somewhere along in there.
A: Across from where Britton's Clinic, the old medical building is?

Te It was down here in front of where this Redmond building is. It was

down that way.

A: Okay.
T: He opened up a place there for awhile until they built this place where
he's at now Big John moved from there over to in there and he named

it the Big Apple Inn.
A You remember about what year it was when they built that building?

i No, I don't remember that year.

His name was, we just called him Big John. He was a Mexican and he

opened up this place. . .there's someone in there now (his wife's son).

QJas.,  He=was Jong in there- wiere Somewhere 1 think

there * where Mr. White is. I think that's where they were.
A: What kind of business did he have?

i Well Sanders had a dress shop.
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A: Is that I. S. Sanders?
Te Yes, he's up there on the hill now.
H Thelma Sanders. Yes, she was on the corner of Hamilton and Farish
Street.
i 1 Well she moved from there and moved down there.
Al Oh I see, she got started farther up.
e That's right.
A: In the Redmond Building or the building where Big John 1s?
T I think it was in there where Big John at. Later years they moved back
down in the end of Farish. You see long years where this place at that
I'm telling you,cggéé Sanders place, it was a drugstore, long when this
Silver Saver was a grocery store. See that was a drugstore on this end.
A: That's the one right on the corner there of Farish and Hamilton, near
the Alamo Theatre?
T: That's right. The theatre wasn't there then at that time. See they tore
that down later and built that theatre, I was young then.
A So that was way back.
g That was a grocery store and I was very young. A drugstore on that corner
and it was a cafe next to it.
A: You know who owned the grocery store or the cafe?
= That Silver Savers, that cafe I don't know. He was Black but I don't
recall his name. - Later years they torn that down and built this
theatre in there.
There use to be a cleaners where Peaches, or this other store is, use
to be a cleaners in there. I think it was . . .what was that man's
name? Was it Cox? There use to be a cleaners along in there too, at
that time when this drugstore
A: Then the peanut place then is very recent{_m
No, the peanut house is there too but he just extended.
A: Okay, he'd gotten larger.
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T: That's right. He just extended. See long in where the peanut house is
see the Home Dining Room ending. . .S5ee in the beginning like I
said where the Home Dining Room beginning first was, 1t was just
a small place and it was Home Dining Room.
A: Right.
e He extended and also the grocery store extended.
The furniture stores further on down, wvere those all in there then?

Furniture store? Yes it use to be a furniture store long years ago.

I don't remember what the name of it was. Also, there use to be
is )
a record shop along the end where this space at and a little shot gun

10

3

house was right on the end.
A Now you said that this was when you were a little girl. About how old

were you then?

T Well I was in my teens, cause I got married when I was seventeen.

A So that was back then in the twenties?

41 That was in the . .

i Twenties or thirties. .

b1 No, that was in the thirties cause in the twenties 1 don't know about
1t

A: What about the businesses further on down where the Federal Building

is now, do you remember those?

piEH Where the Federal Building is now?

A: Down between Amite and Capitol Street on Farish.

i Let's see. Well 71 tell you, last year I was lost myself.

A: So there's been some drastic changes down there in that neighborhood?

- Oh yes. I was really lost. What was the name of. . . It was this
grocery, that's next to Capitol Street, isn't it?

Well all on this side was dry goods stores.
A: That's on the eastside of the street.
i That's right. I just don't remember what was on the other side of the

street.
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Al How long d¢id you live in the Farish Street area? Do you still live
in the area now? ) J'
No, I live out in~€hrEr¥y (aks.

A How long did you live in the area before you moved out?

T Before I moved out it was . .

A What year did you move/ out?

i I'm trying to think, It was 192@. I think T moved in 1g§§.
Do vou remember any of the Civil.Rights activities that took place
on Farish Street? Were you a participant in any of those?

T Yes, I remember when they use to march up and down the street but I've
never taken no part in it. None of that. 1've never taken no part
in any of those.

A Are most of your customers Farish Street people? rdo you get customers
from all over the City?

T All over the city. I have mostly all owrking people come in and eat.
They likes my cooking So they come in and I have a right smart of them

come in, especially working people. I cook five days a week.

A Do you have any specialities?
T No, just regular honie cooking. "

> > j952 en 53
A Just regular home cooking. You've been doing this since 194%-.

5
A1 Around 1 or something like that..

I'm still trying to think of what use to be over on the other side of
the street. It use to be some tooth dentist and all down there. That
must be where them tooth dentist were. Yes it must be where them tooth
dentist were because they tore all that down. Anyway, I think that
is what it use to be. There was a place up in there where they took
pictures.and it use Lo be two or three tooth dentis up in there. Use
to be right on the coruner of Capitol "cause I worked on West Capitol
Street There was a place right on the corner called R. C.

A Do you remember any of the fairs or the shows that came in, carnivals
and things that came into fhe Farish Street area? Did you attend any

of those?
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T Just the show called the Big Show on the Greens, It was down on

Hamilton Street.

A: Down on Capitol?

e No, it was down on Hamilton.

A On Hamilton near Mill Street?

T: That's right.

A Did you ever attend any of those?

I Well I went once or twice. I ain't never been too much of a person who

go to things like that. I was mostly just church going. In other words,
I was real upgoing in church. Course I don't go much now, just kind of
busy.

Az I can imagine, your working five days a week. How do you feel about
gsome of the changes on Farish Street?

T Well it's kinda rough. One thing, I hate to see our women out there like
they are. I hate to see that. I think a whole lot of that has pulled
the business down. People got so they hates don't want you to tell
them nothing about Farish Street. Farish Street use to be a popular

street. It just kinda gotten out of reach.

A Do you plan to continue doing business here?

K Well, I gonna soon be getting away. 1 ain't gonna be too much longer.
A: Did you ever own any property in the area?

i No. I lived on Hamilton when I come here from Rolton, That's where I

. . hadg

lived until I moved out to éLeffy Oaks where I bought.

A: Mrs. Tucker, we appreciate your talking with us and letting us hear
some of your reminiscing and views on Farish Street, I am sure we

will find this helpful in the future.

T Do you know where there use to be a two-story building right on this
corner?

Al No T don't. What was in that building?

EH Well I never knowed anything to be in it, just people lived upstairs.

A An apartment building?
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It was a cafie in the bottom part.

On this .corner,the southwest corner of Monument?

Yes, right there on the corner.

That's interesting. I never heard that before.

Well, later years they tore it down and widdened that stpeet and then
it was a big old building there. It was a big “ééggQévﬁ‘ég?Z{*uzgi

So they've torn that down lately. Also they tore down that 0ld cotton
seed mill. Then they tore down the ice house. Up closer was a two-
story building on this coruner.

Okay, the ice house and the mill, was this before the Crescent Laundry
was built?

Well the Crescent Laundry was in there . . .

Okay.

High Street, see Monument Street they tore down that building on this
corner and they tore down and built that. They call it High Street
Extention. . .there was a two-story apartment building on the corner
of Monument.

On Monument and High, I say now High Street.

Was that High Street then before they . . .

Monument Street.

Monument all the way through?

It was Monument all the way through, which they taken part of Monument
now and they call it High Street. They call that High or Monument
one. It use to be Monument. The other end go straight on down, that's
Monument. ‘

Yes, Monument is still over there.

Yes.

Was this . . .

High Street, you know they cut that later years.
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Okay,aééifﬁ; Street then went straight on across and Monument went
straight on across and there was nothing counectingfj-l Wa Street and
Monument a¢ that time?
it use to be houses all in there. They tore all that down and they
ut that street all the way out. There use to be those little
.%%04 un i
tram@fer houses all in there.
And they called it High Street, okay.
V&
Where Luckett‘swgz3 where New Deal at, all that on that, from that
corner use to be little houses where people use to live.
What about the corner .of Monument and Mill Street over here? Were
there houses in there?
Monument and Mill? On What?
There's a service station on the corner over there now. That's on the
corner of Monument and Mill.
Yes, I don't remember what was there.
What about the area that was over here where Jitney Jungles warehouse
was? What was that? How long has that been there?
I don't remember how long that's been there. When I knowed it was
there it was very recent.
Was it there when yvou were growing up?
i¢ was some kind of building there, but T didn't never know what it
was .
Was it always that large?
No, I don't think it was that large either. I think that has just been
recent. It was a cafe on the corner of Mill and Oakley. That use to
be a cafe and later years I think it use to be a big cafe in there but
they tore it down and rebuilt all that in there.
And where this library is, they built that library in there too.
Were those houses in there or was that just vacant land where they

built those structures?
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I think it was once houses in there. T know it use to be houses on
Church. It was a Blacksmith place in there on Church Street to.

A Black guy?

He was a Black guy. It was houses all the way down.

Do you remember the name of it?

No I don't know. I don't even remember the man's name either. I
seen him, It'sbeen about four years ago though three or four years
ago.

Down on the other end of Mill was it houses down in there near Amite
and Mill Street? There is a lot of vacant land along the railroad
there now and on the other side . . .

Yes, it use to be houses on Mill. I know it was on this side of Mill

It was houses on Amite and Mill. Across that creek it was alittle

ole building in there. I don't know if that building is still there
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or not. Some kind of little . .

Oh yes! It's a church now.

Oh is it? Well is it right over a creek? Well that was a building

there and then houses on the eastside.

Do you remember the houses that were up here before they built the

Sun-N-Sand. What was that area like?

Before they built the Sun-N-Sand it was houses in there, 'cause those

houses in there, white people lived in them. The white people lived

on the end of Hamiltom, back in there. From Henry Street on back down‘fb“””fi”
was where black folks lived.

Okay, we thank you and you do give your permission for this to be

used in the Library at Jackson State University. }/eg,

END OF INTERVIEW




