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HISTORY OF CLINTON

by J. L. Boyd

Clinton is one of many in this country. Practically every
state of the Union has a Clinton., e in Clinton, Mississippi, often won-
der if they all are derived from the same source, Our Clinton was nanmed
for Ex~Governor Delitt Clinton of New York who had served his state as
chief executive several terms of two years each and had led the moverent
in the building of the lirle Canal from the Creat Lakes to the ludson liiver.
For this latter feat he was "lauded to the skies" as it were, and/segzgzlar
1col of the nation similar to Franklin D. Koosevelt in the past peneration.
lle had run for president in 1812 on the Republican Party (equivalent to the
Demoeratic party of today), but was defeated by John Adams of the lederalist
party by a narrow margin. Clinton was being grooried for the nomination for
the presidency in 1828 when the lit. Salus' folk were ambitious té become
lississippi's Capital. (However, he died before the nemination convention
convened,.) Desides, Tel/itt Clinton was a "States Kiphter" of the first
Order. M) of wvhich turned the minds of the people of Mt. Salus to choose
Clinton as the name of their anticipated Capital City. (Other national
lezders werce honored in the selection of the names of our streets - Jeff-
epson Street, Monroe Street, and Madison Street.)

This community in its bepinning is erroneously (?) said to
have been cilled Vt. Dexter, where the 1805 Choctaw Treaty was signed with
the Indians (There is a small comrmunity cualled Dexter in lawrence County
located on a picturesque elevation that might be the traditional site for
the signing of that Treaty.) The liatchez Trace (1802) passed near the
hills of our present Clinton from beneath which some six salubrious springs

of crystal waters flowed. lNo doubt travellers along this Trace camped here
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overnight and £11led their cunteens with the waters as they doparted.

ind it is -cafe to 84y that traders concentrated upoen this spot Lo exchange

wares with the Choctow Indlans, and maybe oone of the whites dared to set-

tle tenporarily ag "Scuatters's which wes strictly against the lews of the

1and till the 1820 Treaty with the Choctaws was negoliated.

e first porson to pﬁrohase land in this irmediate ares after

the Treaty of 1820 was Cherles 11, lawson, an tattache of the supveyor's

Pepartrent in the land Office in Jackson", in March 1823, This plot of

1and embraced the hills and springs. In lovenber of 1823 at & public sale

ot the land Office in Juckson, Cove alter Leake waS the first to mske &

purchase of land which extended west and south of the Lawson tracte He

proceeded to have a home puilt for himself and family near the large southern-

rost spring, after the order of an Znglish manor, and called it tt. Salue

(I'ountain of tealth) . rile it was a-building he continued residence at

Plain S prings, Claiborne Countys, untt1 Harch, 1825, vhen lLe and his fanily

roved into lite salus. lie was then a sick moan. le adninistered tle affairs

of state from his sick bed through his subordinates till his death on Hove

17, 1825.

The village cexie to be called M. Salus, from the Covernor's

rnansion (7)  Un Jenuary 26, 1825, I'te salus wes given & post office, it

Leing the rifty-first (518t) in the stete; Jackson having received hers on

October 21, 1822. (The first in tlo stete was that of hatchez, July 1, 1800)

L. Solus and surrounding conmminity enjoyed & period of rapid grovith in pop=

ulation fron the first. 1ihe people vere for the most part of the niddle cluass

industrious, ond frupal in buciness, and out 1n the rurual sections, prosperov
1endowners with many slaves. Fine homes dottad the countryside cotton being
]

the principal €TODs naking Dit. Salus (Clinton) noted as & cotton shipping cen

e villsge becire & noted health resort with hotels and inns crowded with
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vealthy ruests from far and near enjoying the health-giving properties of the
waters of the free-flowing springs. Otate offidials in considerable nunbers
resided here and cowmuted to Jackson to carry on the State's business. The
Circuit Juﬁpe chose this as his home and radiated from here to county seat
towns for court duty. Lawyers buncﬁed here for their families to partici-
pate in the advantages of a health rgsort.

The -eople in the early days were anxious for their sons and
daughters to have schcoi advantages nearby. Hence, an Academy was estab-
lished with a charter by legislative‘enactment on January 24, 1826, Lo be
known as Dampstead icaderyy., The first citizen, Charles lawson, donated
five acres of land, embracing the western section of the present Mississippi
College campus. A building was constructed and the sc ool opened for enroll-
ment of students on January 1, 1827. DBoth boys and girls were enrolled which
indicated an advanced attitude toward females' ability to cope with males in
academic instruction. Some thirty students were enrolled.in 1828, increas-
ing from year to year. In December, 1830, the lepislature amended the char-
ter, changing the name to Mississippi College and authorizing the board of
Trustees to confer degrees in the arts, languages and sciences "as are usual-
ly conferred in the most respectable colleres in the United States." In De-

cember, 1831, the first xaksbomuzxdsodEr commencerent

wae held when two young ladies were graduated, given gold medals with suit-
able inscriptions and dirlomes. (This is the first tire a four-year co-educa
tional irstitution in this country sent out a female graduate so far as we
we have record.) +he College was owned and operated by the twon of Clinton,
in many respects the town was forging ahead.

Jideon Fitz of IMt. Salus was the first Kegister of Public lands
from the time the Land Office was located in Jackson on May 10, 1822, He
a8 instrumentzl in having it moved to Mt., Salus on June 6, 1827. The fol-

Jowing is taken from the report of an eye-witness of Mt. Satus at that times
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"Hundreds assembled at the Land Office for days
at a time, wen and women. They came prepared to
canmp oub, na- bringing rations wibh them . PR
Trhis was generally a time of great excitement .
I11-feelinp, angry words, and often blows = - -
aye sometimes mors fatal consequences resulted
fron the competition for certain tracts of land.
Neighbors would supplent each other and sharp,
shrevd speculators would take advantage of those
who had hoped by virtue of their right of "preemp-
tion" to secure their homestead and some valuable
tract adjoining, and by gome meneuvering of which
such men are always cepable, these sharpsters man-—
ared often to disappoint and almost ruin honest,
industrious, umsuspecting pcople.” ind he told how
he and other young people sold home-made ginger cook-
jes to the land hunters. The people dwelt in tents
until they could erect log cabins with earth and pun-
cheon floors.

In 1828 Yt. Salus bid for the honor of being designated
as the county seal; but Raymond got it. Che Lhen aspired to be cho=
sen as the staté;s capital. Jackson had gotten off to a pood start
in 1821, but the hnhealthful, rosquito-infested morshes to tle east in-
hibited a rapid growth. The legislature ﬁus considering the matter of
o change of location. lit. Salus grooned herself for favorable consid-
eration. As inducements her citizens and those of outlying communities
offered Lo donate to the state a suitable square for public buildings,
including a State Capitol, a fire-proof office building for the Secre-
tary of State, treasurer, and auditor. They also propesed to remodel
the academic edifice of Mississippi Acédemy for the use of the law-
making body for some years till proper facilities could be provided.
ihe College proposed Lo huve its vacations during the meetings of the
General isserbly. In anticipation the town was surveyed into lots,
streets, etc. with the public square to Le on the hill where the pres—
ent fire station and picture show &re now located. The State Capitol
building was to face east thiough the center of town down Hain _treet,
bisecﬁing Capitol Street, Jefferson Street, Monroe Street and Last St.

Yadison would parallel Collere Street, leake Stroet, Lawson Street.
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ind, as o clinayx for lending greater dignity to the rapidly groving
toyn of 1't, Selue, the nare should be changed to Clinton, as heretofore re-
iterateé.

Severzl towns in the state were seeking the same distinction
end honor, including lonticello. The deliberations of the legislative
committee on the chanre of location dragged on many months, in heated
and bitter debates. There were eliminations dowvn to Clinton #nd Jackson.
/4 the final session the vote resultad in a tie; and Clinton lost by the
presiding officer, John . Peyton of laymond, casting his vote for the
Capitol to remain in Jackson. As Clinton had only recently lost to haymond
in her bid for the county seat, feeling ran high in and around Clinton a-
fgainst Hajér Peyton. As a consecuence, Judge Isaac Caldwell of Clinton
chadlenged Peyton to a pistol duel. They met on the Haymond koad about a
mile from Clinton on November 28, 1829. ivo shots were exchanged. Neither
was seriously hurt. This settled the issue, and each relired from the scene w
with his honor unbiemished.

These two defeats of Clinton in her aspiraﬂion for civil or po-
litical distinction blotted out her hopes for the possibility of her becom-
ing a "Big Town". Ohe doubtless settled back and pbndered over what was
Jeft for her to do that might be noteworthy. She had ldssissippl College
which was moving rapidly forward to a great and glorious future. Perhaps
it was providential that she should be defeaied in these aspirations that
the Collere may be favored with the distinctive advantages of a small town
environment. In this she has become famous. Clinton, Nississippi, has
come to be known for and wide as a center of culture and refinement through
Ler educational institutions, Sometime in the 1830's some distinguiged
gentleman fremed this toast: ‘"lHere's to Jackson the seath of Government;
to Haymond the seat of Justice; to Amsterdam the port of Entry; and to

Clinton, the seat of learning." /nother hes designuted Clinton &s

”"
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Up to 1820 tle population of Clinton reached "in all about

tvo hundred inhebitants™ (Brough, in listoric Clinten)  According to

tte U. 5. Census, Clinton's population has flucluated as follows:
(vhites only) - 1837, 613; 18L0, LOC; 1880, 569; 1900, 354; 1910, 767;
1520, 669; 1930, 912;v19h0, 916, - DBy 1950 Clinton's population increased
to over 2,000, and on April 1, 1960 the population was 341C. |

ihe early 1830's leadingbup to the "panic of 1837" was a
reriod of "Flush Tihres" when land values aﬁd commodity prices soared to
frenzy heighis, an orgy of speculation. Intirest on loans rose to enor-
rmovs rates, reportedly 75 per month in some sections, The crash came in
1837. OUne of the two binks closed its doors inQinton, and its president
retired to his nmggnificent home in the country to avoid being pressured
by the depositors who had lost their life's savings. A small group, it is
aald, went together to his place to uppeal for redress and found him in the
field plowing. le listened only briefly to their plea, and continued plow=
ing with the remark that they see the cashier; he vas not busy with his mind
on spiritual tlings. The papers were filled with bankruptcy proceedings,
sheriff's sales, tex collector's sales. Paper currency was discounted to as
lov as 20% of its fsce value. Salves volued at 1200 were offered for one-—
fourth as nuch, and their further irportation into the state was forbLidden.
Clinton suffered with all the rest. ler population at the beginning of Lhe
panic of 1837 was 0613 and was reduced to 400 in 184C. ler one industry,
the collepe, was stricken to its knees, as it were. Lnrollment in tle male
cepartrent dropped to 25 students. An accunmlated debt for maintenance and
back psy for the three teachers and president whe were serving for a pittance,
loomed as a storm cloud overhead threatening to destroy the institution.
At 8 called conference with the trustees, the president and two of the teache

ers resiyned with the assurance of a token payment of back pay be forwarded
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vhen in hand. This left the rale departrent in care of Prof. Daniel
Confort. (The fermale department fared som better.)

The recovery from the set-back was slow and arduous, In
12,2 ths I'resbrterian denomination assumed responsibility of operating
the college to 1850. Then the Baptists were given the privilege of oper-
ating it, under the guanantee that the school would be operated success—
fully in Clinton, or return it ﬂo_the owners, the Town of Clinton. In
the 1860's and 1870's conditions arose that the College might revert
tack to Clinton. The Civil Var had left it nearly bankrupt, and its r§~
covery almost failed. Then in the early 1890's Clinton came near losing
her‘college, some say because of neglect. The Baptists of the state
were not supporting the institution as they should have. And the Town
of Clinton had.drifted into a state of apparent neplect. The streets
vere nerlected with hog wallows 2ll about and hogs and cattle having a

free run of the place. Jefferson Street leading from the front of the

collere campus to the center of town hed grown up with veeds, grass and

briars so dense that a citizen of the town petitioned the Board of Trus-
tees of the Collere to allow him the privilege of fencing it off as a cow
pasture. The board or plank side-walks of the town were so neglected that
it was a risk for people to use them for fear of stepping through a hole,
7#11ing and breaking a limb. ‘There vas evidence of a generazl let~down spir-
it. According Lo one whe passed by and observed these deplorable condi-
tions, it appeared that a town of people possessed of culture had lost
their personal pride and 'run dovm at the heel",

There was 8 carpus with several buildings formerly
occupied by a girls'! school at Meridisn theh unused. A quiet movement
was started to move Mississippl College to this location and leridian
would pet back of it with moral and financial support. At the 1892 ses-
sion of the Kissicsippl Baptist Convention at Meridian the removal spirit

asserted itself in a majority vote to move Mississippi Collepre to leridian.
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This coused rreat excitement throurhout lississippi. It was an awakening
blow to the Town of Clinton. They aroused from their lethn:gy and put
their finper on the spot of the contract of 1850 where the Eaptists a-
rreed to operste liississippi Collegpe "in Clinton." That killed the removal
roverent; but it was a rallying point for the Town of Clinton and Mississ-—
ippi baptists to join hands and hearts behind Mississippi College to meke

a preater success of it in C]ihtoﬁ.

Soon‘thereaftcr Dr. 7. T. lovrey who favored ‘removal' at the
veridian Convention in 1892 wes elected president of Missircsippi Collége.
Ye accepted and brought Dr. J. . Frovine along with him to head the
Science Nepartment. Provine immediately assembled a crew of laborers and
beran to "clean up the town" - cut the weeds, mend the sidewalks, {ill the
hop wallows, fat the cattle off the streets and a few years later put in
vater vorks, * The water wes piped from the MMt. 3alus Spring south of town
and soon the outside privies were eliminated, assurihg better health con-
Aitions. President Lowrey marshalled his forces for smooth sailing on the
campus, at the same time cultivating the towns people with a view to bet-
ter co-ordination between the town and college. within a few years he can-
vassed the citizens of Clinton with a petition asking that they agree to
transfer the title of ownership of Mississippi College fror the Town of
Clinton to the lississippi Baptist Convention. This they finally agreed
to do with the proviso that the liississippi Baptists pledge to invest
{10,000 as soon as possible on improvements of the facilities on the campus,.
It was all consurmated and carried out as agreed to. A Chenge was effected
in the charter by lepislative action, giving it the necessary legal status.
The B sptists of liississippi thus in 1900 became owner and possessor of
lississippi College.

In 1850 when the Baptists began operating the College it was
valued at $11,000. Today (1960) it is valued at in the neighborhood of

«8,000,0C0. The Town of Clinton has rendered & great service to the
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world in initiating and perpetuating such an institution, though most

of the time through the efforts and sctivities of other agenclec.

ADDLENDA

During the Civil War when everything was upset econonically,

"hard times" were experienced in Clinton. /11 able-todied nien were in
the arred forces, the slaves were restive and doubtless in ﬁnny cases
enused trouble for their nasters, some fleeing through "the underground”
to the North; and Lhe armies of the North wer: pilfering on every hand.

iy

The citizens of Ulinton made application for assistance from the Federal

Covernment. as the following affidavit indicates:
"Glinton, liss., July 23, 1863 - 'We, ditizens of Clinton, lississippi,

hoving received fron the United States 15,000 rations for subsistence for

dastitute people in Clinton and vieinity, pledge our honor that the panme
peO] s £

r211 be quitably distributed, and that none of the stores (L. e. rations)

h3 1

shall be convertable for the use of Lhe so-called Confederate States "

THE CT.INTOW RIOT

After the Civil Var when everylhing vas upset politically
thard tines" were experienced in Blinton end }ississippi. All ex-service
men from tle armed forces were disfanchised who failed tbf pledge alle~
gionce Lo the U. 3. A. The carpet-bappers, scalavaga and Freedmen were
tn the saddle representing the lieputlican party;vDemocratB did not have
mich of a chance. hace riots Qccurred in many places in the JSouth.
The one at Clinton was the lest ¢nd the bloodiest of all. A county-wide
political rally was planned about two months Lefore the peneral election
on Septermber L, 1875. TDuring the morning hours the leading lreemen para=
ded on the streets of the town led by their nost turbulent group on Lorses

caparisoned with tinpling bells, otc. drumming up the crowd. It heppened
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in a spacious oak grove in sight of Clinton, norith of town. Fore than a
thousand people weres present, the vast majorily of then legroes, Opeakers
of both parties (lerocrat and liepuilican) were to Speak. i ottled whiskey
was there in sbundance in the pockets of wmen armmed with pistols. A young
white ran from Eayrond lifted abottle to take a drink. & negro tried to
take it from him, 4 scuffle {ollowed, and the negro was getting the best
of the firht. A young white man.also of haymond drew his pistol and shot
the nerro, The the riot began. Armed negroes closed in and the young man
that shot the negro tried to make his escape on a horse bul was overtaken
and his brains were Leaten out. A {riend of his trying to assist him spf-
fered the same fate. larger numbers of both races entered the fray. The
battle rﬁpnd furiously till the ammnition of the whites ga§e out, ‘lhey fled
tovard town and were met by zrmed men who had heard the shots end anticipated
trouble,

A telepran was sent to Vicksburpg for assistance, and by a chartere
Lrein & company of armed. young men waé on the pround in a short time, They
opened fire on the remaining negroes on the field end coon cleared it of them.
It is not known the nurber killed and wounded, but it is thoupght the casualtie
amounted to near one hundred. lost of the turbulent leaders escaped into the
woods in the country. Sentries were placed in all read intersections of the
county to round them up. “hen they realized what they had done &nd the pos-
sible consequences they dared not return to their homes., Come shiowed up in
Vashington, posing as martyrs to the wepublican éause. A committee of the
itepublican Conpress, then in cession, came to Clinton to investipate, but
there i3 no record that they found sufficient evidence to fix the blame on
the Derccrals.

The race riot at Clinton sparked & movement which resulted in
the success of the Democratic candidates for office in the general election

in November, thus putting an end to Carpetbag Covernment (Hepublican) in
I'ississinni,



