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This interview took place in Dr. Alferdteen Harrison's office
at Jackson State University, Blackburn Language Arts Building,

on April 1, 1982.

Today is April 1, 1982. This fis Alferdteen Harrison. I'm in my office
and I have with me Rahman Hassan Saleem. I understand that you grew up
in the Farish Street Historic District right across the street from
Smith Robertson School. So, Mr. Saleem, would you tell me about your
very earliest recollections in the Smith Robertson community?

My first experience at Smith Robertson School was in the year of 1956.

At that time I .was five years old. During that time if you had a birth-
day coming in that year you could go on to school. -So, they let me star®
at the age of fiye. During that first year at Smith Robertson School, I
wasn't living exactly in that vicinity, but I was still going to that
school. We had to walk, say for instance, six or seven blocks to school.

’{ / A /"/h

I was living on Lamar, behlnd~fwm“ -at—that-time it-was—Jitney Fairway,

Where were you living then?

_but now-it is Stop and Go. gg,'itﬁwas,about_six or seven-bleecks or a

little bit moere. My first experience at Smith Robertson School was sort
of tragic and then it was sort of like a blessing. 1In that year I ac-
cumulated a sickness and I couldn't hold%yﬂﬂ;ﬁwyg too- mqgh on my stomach.
Eé;szhole school=texrm I spent most on my sick bed. Because of that
incident I had to do the grade over again. The next year, which was very
good I made up for that grade. One of the things that I really enjoyed
about the first grade at Smith Robertson was that the teachers were so
involved with their students. There-was no-such thing as you wasn't

going to—get—it. You had to get it or get the strap, board of whatever
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S: involved with their students. There was no-such-thing as you wasn't
going to get it. You had-to-get it or get the strap, board or whatever

they had. You were going te—get-your-lesson. They—didfr* € paly none of
that. C;My first teacher was Mrs. Cassel. I guess I am pronouncing her
name right. She was a short lady kinda stout built and had a gold tooth
in her mouth.

H: Right in front?
Righpi I think it was the style at that time to wear gold in your mouth.

H: Gold crown or something?

S: RégB®. She was very strict. In the second grade, I know-for sure that
my next-teacher. . IL'm just going to-mame the teacher then I will go
back and give‘a‘briefing of'some of the things and experiences that we

Weg;,thf6ﬁgh. My second grade teacher was Mrs. Heudsbee. She was a good

teacher. Them my third grade tedclier'\was Mrs«\ i .
Hi: Do you know any of their first names?
S: No WA always just used their last names. My fourth grade teacher was

Mfs. Harris. She was fasinating. I have to stop here a minute and talk-
about—Mrs-+ Haxris_wwRea%Fy; She didn't do that much teaching. What shew
did was every morning or everyday. . .then your whole class went all the
way through. I think they still do that in elementary. Is that right?

H: Yes.
Where the kids go to the one room all day? _Ue%?’the first beginning of
the day we would always have a talent show. The kids would get up and
put on a shoW/ Sk? ogki?methlng like that. 1In the fifth grade ¥had
Mr. Marshall%X'He later became principal of the school.

H: Back to Mrs. Harris. Why did you think that you had good experiences
with her?
One reason is because I liked entertainment.

H: Oh, I see.

S: That's one of the things she made us do each and every mornin%,put on a

talent show.

H: What are some of the things that you did?
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S: A majority of the times that I got up, I mostly sang. I use to sing

one of my old Boy Scout songs. It was very boring but I use to spice

it up. It was a song called "I Found a Peanut." Have you ever heard
of it?

H: "I Found a Peanut." What is it?

S (Singing) I found a peanut, I found a peanut, found a peanut just now.

T use to clown around with it because it is so boring. Then it goes on
to say it was rotten, but I ate it anyway and I died and I went to heaven.

H: I have heard it

S Wg%%% it's an old Boy Scout song we use to sing. I use to clown around
with that. I use to sing some of the latest songs at that time. Like,:
it was very wild. The man started off hollering on the song, "Woa, Woa,
Woa, Woa, I need your loving everyday." I use to sing that sometimes.
There was another one I use to sing, '"The Name Game." The Name Game,
you know, Fannie, Fannie, Fannie, Mo-lannie. You know, everybody had
their own thing to do. Some would dance.

H: How long did this talent show go on?

S: Until lunch time.

H: Every morning?

Every morning. You had to come in with something new and if you did some-
thing old you had to put a little more to it. I really enjoyed that.

H: So what would you do in the afternoon?

Sis Qk%f( we'd have class,&hen. You know, she'd teach us math e¥———. ,QZ;<1<qgh4k
then my fifth grade teacher, whiehewas Mr. WW"W i
bad experiences with ﬁ:;V{aghhggﬂtﬁﬁggéxlf 150;;;H; rival or something.
%gg? Mrs. Harris liked me very much. I was what you might say a bright
student. I enjoyed learning and she knew that. She put me in what you
might say the upper class or the upper notch students. When I-was there,

/¥Ee teacher that was over the upper notch students, ske immediately took
a disliking to me, even the first day. I noticed that she looked at.me

very hard but I didn't mind. The first day that she gave us an assignment,

all of my questions were right. She just didn't like tbe—g?y my hand-
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S: writing!WE€>and she made me go stand out in the hall. That was a con-
tinuous proéess until she eventually discouraged me from even wanting
to pick up a book. She went back to Mrs. Harris and said, "I told you
he wasn't smart." I was beginning to get ridiculed by the other stu-
dents. Everything I did was wrong in her eyesight. I couldn't do any-
thing right. It came to a point where I began to shoot hooky because
I didn't want to face all that ridicule. But I loved schoﬁi. F-guéss
.Lh§~§£gQ§nL§J_‘_~thg‘I would always remember Mrs. Harris and I would
just put on my own show when the students would go to the lunchroom, and
maybe just one was in the room I would always put on my own show. £ikE
for instance, when the got through-eating they would come-back-tothe —
roem: 86, I'd just be waiting until some of them came back from the
lunchroom and I would entertain them.

H: Why didn't you eat?

Sie ﬁk;%, sometimes I didn't have lunch money. So, when I didn't have lunch
money I just stayed in the calssroom, because 1 didn't.want to be down there
gazing in everybody's mouth while they were eating~%4ght? So,—I-just
stayed—in-elass. -Soy when they came back I just entertained them the <
little bit that werejlrthere. I enjoyed that. One day she came in and
caught me and everybody singing songs and dancing. She made me go back

in the hall again. Eventually she flunked me.

Now thissli when Mr. Marshall came into the picture. Mr. Marshal%;_—sa

I guess s seen something in me. He took a great liking to me. -New—this.

aeeﬂaif;"vttureﬁ;“what~1"am‘fixing»te tell-you right now. I was in the
fifth grade at that time, Mr. Marshall‘gzgg-me okay, and I had flunked
that year. They sent me over to Mrs. Goodman's class. What—it Miss
Goodman's?—I—think it was Miss—Goodman,—or T can't think of the name
right now. - Miss-Smith!—Rd + They sent me over to Miss Smith's class
and Mies TS, told her to flunk me too, but she dida't.

Hi: Now who was the teacher who flunked you?
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S Geneva White. Okay,-s¢e Miss Smith didn't want to do that so she gave
me to Mr. Marshall. At that time he was a sixth grade teacher. &
whg;mhefdiﬁ* he combined both classes together in one. Sixth and fifth
grade together. Now-here I am sitting in a class with sixth-grade ahdﬁfi;

d_:ﬁgggg;h_gradev—miamean—fifth gradg‘andwﬁixthmgradeh——éhﬂg?, I had to halp
the sixth graders with théirMi;géon. Yeg=gee, I made all A's. Mr.
Marshall pumped me a lot because he knew that the lady had done me an
injustice. He worked with me and I use to go to ghis house on the week-
ends and wash his car. He had a very good liking for me. —bike1§fwas
saying*ihe combined both of those classes together just to show her that
she had aid me a great injustice. I passed over to the next grade, went
over to the sixth grade and became a patrol boy. They had patrol boys
then. I think they still do. They didn't have the police. I became a
patrol boy and then I began having difficulties with the students that
went there. 1I'm gonna make it short and brief.

H: Well this is fine, just go right ahead.

Stz ﬁokiz? I began to have trouble with the students it seems. I don't know
what it was. Jus&~%ike~f*s(? I always had a great love for school but
it seems like I always had somebod@ trying to pull me back. Even my
mother.and my grandmother. I always wanted to excell. Oa@i) when I be-
came a patrol boy, now my grandmother, not“myﬁmoeﬂé?,~butfmy.g¥aﬁémethe(§;
I was living with her for awhile. She_hadwaevefvdoneﬂthisubefdfé. She&
had never told me that before I go to school to do chores. That was al-
ways after I got home. After I became a patorl boy and had to get up
early and go to my post and everything, she started to give me chores to
do and I couldn't do those chores and getto the post on time. /Qé) I had
to give up the post. Qkég}ﬁnxLlikaw%ﬂsayT-seemsvlikewit‘W&??ﬂmmys
someone trying to pull-me back at the times I was trying to exrell. T
graduated from there in the sixth grad%) The school year 1962-63. Yes,
I graduated from Smith Robertson.

H: What was your graduation exercise like?

Si: Ohg?g ﬂ; #Q%,graduation exercise the students mostly got up and made a
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speech. I made a speech also.

Everyone in the class made a speech?

No, just the outstanding ones. The ones that you might say were smart.
They made a speech and it just so happened that we had it out on the
vard. That's where most of it would be.

Out where?

Out on the yard. On the front yard. They'd put a lot of chairs out
there. Seéiié&&%&ew'lhey didn't have an auditorium. Everytime they had
a meeting it would always be in the lunchroom. They put charis out front
and put lights up that night we graduated.

Were the graduation exercises ususally at night?

quit{ii was then. I don't know later on how it was but mine was at night.
We had a little victory party afterwards. We went to Jacks' Hamburgers.
Jacks' Hamburgers?

Jacks' Hamburgers.

Was that the same Jacks' chain that we have now?

Right.

Where was it located?

It use to be one right here at Ellis and Lynch Street. We went to that
one. I went there with my godmother. She had a lot of faith in me also.
Who was that?

Miss Collins, Miss Harvey.

Clarie?

Yes. Right, she's my godmother. She had a lot of faith in me. Everybody
was trying to put me down when I was going through that class but she said-
no Al ro? .

How did that relationship develop between you and LA&%a C:/{éw;ﬂ ?
Welds ﬂow she became my godmother?

Yes.

?EII? in a sense you might say I adopted her as my godmother. We use to
go to the same church.

Which church?
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S: The Methodist Church, right there on Farish Street.
H: Central Methodist Church?

S: ®Right. I had just joined the church and her son and I were in the same
room. We were good friends. I had never met his mother. In other words,
she had adopted him.
H: Who is her son?
S: Ted. I-forget.his-last-name. . . Ted White,I believe that was his last ’.
name. Wg‘gm":aqdﬁhewmséﬂfthe*‘samé“‘ci’é’s'é"'gﬂéfi—' Twas. .Nagw HineoLuwnas
that=3'm liQE;g in the neigﬂ%d}ﬁbod, I started attending church there.
H: You lived across from Smith Robertson? Do you know what year you lived

there?

Sic Let's see, I think I can recollect.

H: You were still going to grade school there?

RighE; The year I lived over there I was in the fifth and sixth grade.
D, fhat had to be somewhere around 1961. That's when I met Ted. That's
when I met Miss Harvey. She would take me everywhere she'd go. She would
take me to Louisiana or the Coast. idkeJ$~sa€§;é§£e had a lot of faith

in me and still does.

H: How did you start going to Central Church? How-did-that happgn?

S: Through a friend of mine named Jack Cheater and his grandmother. She still
goes there today. She lived in that little green house on that little
gravel road on the side of the church. If you look up that alley you'll
see a green house sititng right up front, she lives right there. Her name
is Miss Lula Johnson, Lula Cheater. She_had a-grandson named-Jack Cheauégl

,,He~and*$\mere_y§£ymgggdwfriquf: I didn't go to church that much and I
use to come down to his house on Sunday's. She would tell me that he had
gone to Sunday School or gone to Church so I'd go back home. 8o one day
I went down there and she told me that Jack wasn't there that he'd gone
to Sunday School. When I came back that evening, after he came back from
Church, Jack said, '"Man my mama said you can't come around here and play
no more." I said, "why not?" Jack said, 'she said you got to start

going to church." I said, "well okay, I can go for that. I can enjoy
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that." I went and put on i;/only suit I had. At that time I had a

1ittle old blue suit. Tien I started going to church and that's how

I met Miss Harvey.

What kind of recreational activities did you have when you were living

down there?

You talking about in school or what?

Wetr Jet's start with the school.

Some of the activities that they did there, they called it May Day. qu?

kﬁew“uhat_llmbgglkigg_athﬁ: We%§>on May Day, they would wrap a flag

pole. They would have the square dancing and some of the music I will

never forget that music they use to have. Some of the music was, put

your little foot, put your little foot, put your little foot, right there.

Where would you have the flag pole?

©h_this would be out on the front yard.

Where would the flag pole be located?

Most of the time it would be located right out in the center of the yard.

Then they would have. a group or circle of students dancing. Every class

‘had to do some kind of dance. Oka&y; they'd have a calss over here doing

a dance, a class over there and a class over here. We had"other activi-

ties also.

Just before you go on, this may pole, was it a pole that was always there

or was it a pole that was put\4gypu?

Kight, they had it down in the basement and they would bring it out of

the basement on May Day. Have you seen the basement? okay; they have—
sement .

Down where the boiler room is?

Right, but you have to go a little further than that. They kept all of

that down there and they would bring it out every May Day. if~i9~a45ig~_

ng_;gggi_i,,gfz_.fhey would place a bunch of 2x4's , making a circle

and they'd put beams upon it so it would stand up and they would paint

it white and put ribbons.around it and they would do a dance around it

with the ribbons.
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i : & So,you use to be in the group marching around the pole?

S No, I never did get that close to it. I mostly did the square dance
where they bowed to their partner,aﬁg_ to theirpart-
ners. I never got a chance to get to the pole. Then they hal the May
Day queen and king. I still remember who it was sflpi to this day.

H: Who?

It was Roderick Glover and Elizabeth White. They were the May Day Queen
and King at that time.

H: They would be the May Day Queen for that day or the whole year?

S: Just that day I guess, I don't know.

H: How did they select them?

S: HewTdi&“they*smﬂfxﬁ;4ﬁwd I know , we didn't have any votes, or did we?

H: %HM/L4. est dress or the highest academic average.

S No, they didn't have all that. They just had the May Day King and Queen.
They might have vote@,but I don't remember how they got to be it. Z4-am
just—mot-sure~, Another acitvity they we would have was PTA meeeting .
They had to have that.

H: Did your parents attend the P.T.A. Meetings?

Si Not regularly. Sﬁg my mother was the only parent and she worked most of
the time and she would be tired when she got home. She did go when she
could if she wasn't too tired.

H: Where does she work?

St She is a cook. She has been a cook at one school for twenty-eight years
now.

Hie What school is that?

Chastain Junior High School. She moved from there once because the Board
moved her. She—is—sei}}—a«ceﬁk. She is still working for the same Board.
She worked twenty-eight years at Chastain Junior High and moved right a-
cross the street to another school in the same vicinity. I told her she

should apply to be the manager or owner Or something for all those years.
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A manager at least.c_ﬂs£;l you were telling me about all the activities
of May Day. You had dancing, different kind of dancing, what else?

All I can remember is dancing.

Did you have any sack races or anything like that?

No, it wasn'té&gg%ing like that. All you were doing is mostly dancing.
Each class did a different dance?

Yes. One dude dropped dead from the dancing.

Really!

You know, the sun was so hot. They say that the sun was so hot that year
that you couldn't even look up at the sun.

In May?

Righ&éyflt was just that hot. People said you had to wear shades and

even with shades on you didn't look up at the sun because you would go

blind.

}6 E?]ﬁg?t.
St »d@&.éﬁThis dude died from a sun stroke. He was out there dancing. I for-

Ss

get his name, but he fell out.

So, you would go to school on this day in May and this would be the only
thing you did?

Yes. All that day because each class had to present something. That is
mostly all we did that day, was dance. They had balloons, a lot of bal-
loons and different arts and crafts. The school was decorated and stuff
like that. It was a galor event. Your parents could come and watch.
Would you have students from other schools there?

No, just our school.

Just your school and your parents? Now on the inside in Smith Robertson
there are 'some paintings and murals on the wall, do you know how they got
there?

The paintings?

Yes.

I never did know, but I knew they were there. I know the ones you are

=10=
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Hi: Yes.

|

One time, I think it was the first time I fell in love, I guess you might
call it puppy love or whatever. There was this girl I was mad about,
crazy about. I would give her my lunch money. All I could think about
was her. She was the main thing on my mind. T~use-to-saerifieel She
lived on the other side of town across the track. You didn't go over
there in that territory period. All the bullies over there would get
you. I even sacrificed death to go and see her. I even got whipped
everyday.

Who is this girl?

Her name was Sandra Banks. F.1ll -never forget—it. One time Mr. Randolph
. . .0€ did a very g02§ thing and I'1ll never forget that. Okaf, hex@ I

0 Ul
wé;rlove sick and she is steadily ignoring me. One day we were getting

ready to march in. Her line was next to mine and her line was .getting
to\marcﬁuég. There was a boy behind her named Willie Hodges and-he-was
pulling her pigtails. Everytime he would pull it looked like he was pulling
on me too. It's.like I could feel it. I said, "don't do- that." He said,
"what you got to do with it?" I said, "look, don't do that," and he did
it again and I went in his jaw. There-we were all over the floor -amd
—everything. Mr. Randolph was watching the whole incident. He knew what
went on. He broke us up. He said, 'okay, now what you all want to do?"
"Do you all want me to whip you?" he asked. I am going to give you a
chance right now. The reason why this was so extraordinary is because
anytime that anybody fought and he saw it, you were going to get whipped.
It wasn't any if's or but's about getting out of it. This was kind of
hard for me because I had to deal with the situation. I knew I was going
to get a whipping and then he came on like that. It threw me off balance.
He said you all can either shake hands and be friends or get a whipping.

I was all for that. I said, "Hey, I am willing to forget it if you are."

e
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He was reluctant to shake hands,?ﬁaa

.the impression on you relative to Mr. Randolph.
Right, as far as a man being able to perceive and understand the situa-
tion and see the wisdom in it. It really stayed with me all these years.
It made me want to be fair to people because before then I didn't give
fairness a thought 4n_my mi®d. I mean as a kid it didn't even come to
my mind to be fair with anybody. But, when he did that, it instilled in
me to be fair with people because I could see the rewards. F eall(y’

. I thought I was doing the right thing but by him doing

that to me it made me want to be fair with people.

Now Miss Banks, how did she react?

“Welll, she was still giving me the cold shoulder. Then what happened was

I just got tired of begging. What really made me feel bad was one day

I had asked my mother for extra lunch money. I took that along with mine
and gave it to her with a note. But, what I did, I didn't go to her my-
self, I sent a friend of mind and he made things bad. That's whensshes |
Started+————she—really started. — .

She had been accepting your momney before?

No, she never did acceptéﬁ;§¥igég>’

Okay . :

But"thé? this is the funny part about it now, Oday, after she had all
this rejection and everything and never would give me any attention, I :
said, well I might as well as forget this. As soon as I started to for-
getting it then it started.

She was interested?

Right, TRen whatever it wad, they say love never dies. I-guess-
just:— - but I don't think-se.—I-don't know what it-was; like I ofyl
You were attracted to her?

k My mom wanted to know why when I come home that she was all I

could talk about and my mom wanted to meet her. She said, "boy, who is

the girl?"
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S I had a cousin who was going to school also and she wanted to meet her
too. She was a higher grade than me. We started off with this kerg in
the second grade and it went all the way up to the sixth. Seé?'fhe whole
school knew about it. Myrcousin_manggdwto_knowuuho_thewgixl~w€s. When

e éé§§7her she said, "that ugly girl." Now it never accured to me that
she was ugly. 1T asked her why did shegﬁay that. I couldn't see that,
because to me she was the most beautiful thing {wgger seen. But thatwas
what she said that she's ugly to me. Well, she ain't ugly'to’@gﬂ Every-
time I saw her she was smiling all the time.

2 Well, tell me about some of your experiences when you moved out there in
front of Smith Robertson.

S: When I moved out in front of Smith Robertson I got a paper route. I was
throwing papers in the morning time.

His What paper were you throwing?

Sie Clarion Ledger. There would always-be seme little oldw«vfwi"wouid‘Eag‘
Lha€>there would always be some boys looking for something to get into.
They would see me walking down the street by myself early in the morning
when most people had hardly gotten up. So, they just laid a trap and
waited on me. Every morning I had to fight these dudes because they would
be waiting trying to take my money I had made from collecting. =1_h4§5§o
fight—them-everyday. I just got . . .to t tell the truth—ef-the mattef, At
first I was running from these dudes because it was more of them than of

me. They were bigger and older than me so I use to run from them. I

j i f ing. ¥just-sat-down+———one—thi er-did-¢as.
just got tired of running ing I -newv ﬁ::-h\

me_and-mother—never—did have many- eonfe:ences,.butﬁL—jae£~got~tired&éta_
*fuﬁnlq:‘ One day I made up in my mind this is it, no more running. So,
when they came I said what you all want to do. They said huh! They were
getting ready to start splitting. I said, "what you all want to do?"

We want to try you. . .we want to ship your head. 1 said, "I tell you
what,"see I had been reading Spider Man Books. I saw how he went about

certain incidents. I said, "I tell you what, you all come over to the
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Si porch." You have seen the project?

He Yes.

S: They have a two-story and there's a rail on them. I said, "I tell you

all what, you all come over to my house and we will get on the second
story and let me get in the corner and I'11 fight everyone of you."

H: So what happened?

S They did that! We went over to the corner. ThaLLs_snmething,ﬁainltﬂi(fi_
We are all walking together like we were going to a big. . .All of us
are enemies and we are all walking together like that. Nobody passed a
lick yet. So, we get to the sight where we are going to fight and I
said, "okay, I get up in the corner and you all come on." It was about
five of them and they were saying how are we going to get him, how are
we going to attack him? They said well, let's all get him at one time.
I was hoping they would do that because if they rushed me all at one
time it would be too crowded in there for anybody to pass‘any licks.
So, that's what they did. They all rushed me at one time. What I did
was just start throwing them over board, right off the balcony. It
left one up there and I just beat him. . syea, it wgswsgmexﬁzgg;«

H: After that what did they do?
After that they kinda slacked up on me. They said, that "nigger" is
crazy. Let's go that nigger is not going to take no more of that stuff.
So, they kind of left. I didn't say they gave up all the way. It was
one that still was persistent. One day I was over to my friendfsg
Jack's house playing Scramble and he came by and deliberately picked a
fight. I just had to go out there. . .this time I took a stick because
he had a stick. We were just like war fighting. He was hitting and I
was hitting, then I crowned on him and he went down. He was what.you_mighf
say my childhood rival, the envy of one and the envy of the other.
We had that in our neighborhood. We had a lot of rivarly and we had a

lot of togetherness. Even though we were what you called enemies, if
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S all of us went to another part of the city we would stick together because
the first thing they would say in their mind is that's so and so, and all
of us we'd be right there.

H: What did they call the neighborhood when you lived down there?

S: They didn't have a name for it?
di;__.Ihﬁy_didni&—havewa“nameufer~iﬂQ\\\
i Noehing—buLM~AT(11 don't know any name for it.
His Were there any rivarly between kids who lived down in the Farish Street
area?
S: Yes, all the time. Certain parts of Farish Street, for instance all of

Farish, they called that the downtown area. The guys that lived under
the hill.
H: Where is that?
S: Under the hill is down near the Clioseum. They use to have people that
lived down there. The people who lived under the hill couldn't come down
in the downtown area unless they got permission by somebody.
Who gave them permission?
PCOM the big guys in the downtown area.

Were you one of the big guys?

»n @m wn m

I was sorta of in between big and little. I wasn't quite big but I was
in that bunch. They had to get permission from us to come into our turf
or vicinity. We had to get permsision to go into their turf or vicinity.
They had this over here called across the track.

H: Over by Jackéon State?

Si No. You know over there by Mills and Monument where the bridge is, where
the tracks are, that little vicinity right over there. It is some houses
right over there they use to call that across the tracks. We couldn't go

over there unless we had permission. We were going mighty fast when we

went there. i :
n-dd 2
H: If you went into one of those area with your parentspn/A« s s
S.

They wouldn't bother you then. Bagk—thes-they had a lot of respect for

grown ups.
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He:
Sic

v o wn o

€;)/£ell me about some of the activities and what happened amd==il.

Okays" They had a swimming hole too. Thisis wheTte, wetl-right by

Smith Robertson. It was a little creek. Our parents didn't want us
swimming there because there was embalmment fluid in that creek, because
they said the embalmment fluid was from the funeral home. We played in
it anyway because the water was so clear. ~ft-really was¢ It's a big
funeral home on the hill on High Street (Ferguson Funeral Home), and when
they embalm somebody they would let the water out and it come down through

a tunnel all the way down to Smith Robertson. We use to swim in that.

<That use—to be-the-swimming hola: It wasn't deep. The point is-that iﬁ::

was real clear. We use to put on goggles and be under the water like sea
hawks. It was real cool under it.

And the tunnel goes where?

All the way back to the funeral home. It's a big old tunnel, the big old
tunnel that goes all the under High Street.

Did you all go through there?

Yes. We would go all through that tunnel, all the way down.

That's interesting.

Yes. That is where we use to swim. That was just one of them. We had one
across the track. We called it the big hole. It was muddy. It was so
muddy you could not see. I was about tweleve years old and the water would
come over my head.

So, you were about four feet?

Yes, somewhere in there.

So, where was this big hole?

They use to call it Seal Brook. You know where the Sea Brook Paint Company

is on Monument. . .there is a big creek behind there called the Sea Brook.

That is what we called 4t. That was everybody's swimming hole. Fhatds

where'WE‘wengf‘ZE{nwas muddy €o0. Water was real muddy in there. That is

where I learned to swim at, in that little old creek, I use to go with my

~16=
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big cousin. He was in high school and I was in elementary school. He use
to let me hold on to his neck and he would go under the water. Then T
started dogpaddling and that is where I learned how to swim.

Well, I don't want you to miss your meeting so let's close this out. First
of all I would like to thank you for stopping by because you have given us
new information, we didn't have before. Now Mr. Saleem, we are doing this
for scholarly purposes. So I have to ask you if you mind us transcribing
this and making this available for other people to read and use in their
research.

That fine. I don't want my slave name on there.

Okay, but you don't mind us using this in other words?

Right.

Okay. I appreciate your time.

It's nice meeting you. I've been trying to meet you. I've been coming in
this office every other day asking when can I meet Mrs. Harrison.

I'm sorry I've been so unavailable.

END OF INTERVIEW



