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8 neys for JoAnne Chesimard

'Seekmg to move her murder trxal to the :
% federal court.; . B somne

" The action will result in the automatlc"‘
stay of jury. selection” for Mrs. - Chesi-

e By SUE EMMOI\S
. = News Tribune staff writer
NEW BRUNSWICK — Defense attor
yesterdayz-
in Trenton

filed suit inU.S. District Court i

mard’s trial once both Superxor Court

 -Judge Theodore Appleby and First Assis-
“tant Prosecutor Edward J. Barone are
-served with copies of the litigation. :
Evelyn Williams, a member of the de- =
fense team. and Mrs Chesimard’s aunt,

was expected to hand, deliver the com-
plaint today. The litigation contends the -
trial should be transferred to the federal

“court because Mrs: CheSImard is bemg de-

nied equal civil rights..

4
perhaps as rlg PRy ,afnemoon

~Qr gullt

.the progress “satisfactory.” -
A total of 22 jurors remam and two

Trooper Wemer Foerster and attemptmg'. . o

‘to murder Trooper James Harper in a.
shootout on the N.J. Turnpike in East
Brunswick on May 2, 1973. The indictment

“also charges her with felony murder in the -
- death of her compamon James Costanf

unantncrpated came as the initial phase of -
Jury selection for Mrs. Chesimard’s trial .

apparently was moving smoothly inclosed

door proceedings. Judge Appleby termed

more passed the initial questioning provid-
ing they will be paid for the duration of
their service. A total of 61 were interro-
gated, with 37 excused either for hardship
reasons or because they had formed an
opinion as to Mrs. Chesxmard S mnocence

A lim sabbath, for ordering a show cause

A similar pifort ﬁu*}ﬂg juty selection for~

the trial of }irs. Chesimard, who later was .
severed frofn the case, and Clark Squire in
1974 was unsuccessful. U.S. District Court
Judge Hertiert Stern, in a reported deci-
sion, turned down the defense request at
that time. Jury selection at that tlme was
m’erruptedi for only aday. .

-The new federal actxon contends Lhat
i Mrs. Ches%urd s civil rights have been

A violated by Judge Appleby’s refusal to
| step down s trial judge. The defense has

“|" against, the defendant for refusing to.

< ‘ ‘claimed -continually that he is biased .

:ecess cotrt on Fnday whxch is the Mus—

hearing for Kunstler after the veteran de-

fender of political defendants spoke at

Rutgers University, and for directing tiat
a record be kept of Mrs. Chesimard’s re-
fusal to rise when he enters the court

room.

‘The htlgatxon also contends her civil
2 nghts have been violated by her jail condi- -
" tions, particularly since she is held in soli- -
 tary confinement as the sole woman in the .
. Middlesex County Jail. A civil suit is pre-
sently pending before Middlesex County .
Court Judge Joseph Bradshaw arising

from her jailing.

He has reserved dec1510n after hearmg
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Neither Barone nor'ASSlstant'Prosecu-‘

~tor Kenneth Benze, who is assisting in the 2

_ state’s case, ‘would comment on the de- = '
" fense action. William Kunstler, chief de- 53
fense counsel for Mrs. Chesimard, alsore- =
‘fused comment because he said court
. rules bar him from discussing the case.
' The federal court acnon Which was not : 5

* Lennox Hinds, executive director of the

- Black Lawyers Conference, scheduled a

press. conference for mid - morning, pre-
sumeably to discuss the newest develop-

- ment,

Us. Drstnct Court Judge George Bar-
low must first study the litigation to deter-

.mine if it is defective. If not, he is expect--

ed to schedule an meedxate hearmo,

-

argument by Hmds and Assistant Middle-

sex County Counsel James Convery. Con-

very filed suit to block implementation of

" an administrative hearing officer’s deci-

sion that she should be moved from the

jail cell to the general female population
at the Middlesex County Workhouse.

_ If the move to federal court is denied,

expected one or two more contingents of
jurors will be’ questioned behind closed
doors before the action moves back to the
court room for the more tradxtlonal rury
selection.

At that time, the defense attorneys will
have 20 peremptory challenges and the
state 12 ;

the jury selection will continue here. Itis



