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S {5
/s’

FARISH STREET PROJECT
Oral History Program

Jackson State University
Jackson, Mississippi

INTERVIEWEE: Lillie B. Jones
INTERVIEWER: Cora _Mason
. _Lora.
foﬁfy 19, 1980 (Pate—efInterview)

OH 80.08

ife.
Time is 3:00 B/M., the date\is /[July 7, \\\k
\., \J

MaﬁmﬁﬁzEaJanas, would you give me somewhat.of a background of yourself
at this time?

JUV@2¥B&5&=&r—Mason.'fThisAiswquite'an occasion, because I didn't-expect
ihis—today, but giving you-a background of myself. . .I am a Methodist
ﬁginister's daughter. My father pastored in the State of Mississippi.
I was the youngest child of Rev. W. R. Walker and Mrs. Mary Sanders

Walker. My life has been in thej&hristian service along with working

with people. I we;éé&éégimy—ehuxchﬁas the first chairwom9n of -t#ye

W

administrationfg; the United Methodist Church which is Prep United
Methodist Church. -B€fi I worked as a Trustee of Pratt United Methodist
Church. New I'm'working jjli%ristian work here at the Y. W. C. A.,

which consists of working with older people in the community. -Wéth

my backgrOUﬁaﬂi;éﬁesé/§ou have toask me éé&éhdﬁéstibﬁéf53§5ﬁﬁ§n§?735

)
— B 7/ S Y i
ghg:qgher things,-because I look back over the many years of~Ex§e%iEh¢ s

/ hat I have had in working here in the sch?ol syst;m, and at tgfoWCAﬁ\
Q\\ 'ynu:pgn’ﬁb%ntrsqgg;gf<fﬁérthingswthatgxgu,wguldAliggff¢r me to
tell you about? e
o qubi’ %5R>

M gﬂkay,;figsgweﬁwallwyouwcan startiby“télIIﬂgﬁmeﬁzpere yee—were born?
Jﬁhﬁpl am a native/ﬁ%ssissippian and T hav
realdy I was born in Covington County, Mississippi. As coming from-
my_uneley. Dr. L.—So—Sanders, who-was-my mother's brother .and—so T am
-a-native Mississippian born in Covington County, Mississippi. I think
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Jiﬁyéihat will birngwus»upwte»éatgu We lived all over Mississippi seme-—
éggm because my father éﬁéggja United Methodist Minister, we-lived-in
several places: %hem I lived with my uncle from Alcorn, who practically
reared me. We stayed on the campus of Alcorn Col}ege for sometime before

moving to Jackson where I attended Jackson ime.—Ft—3s-

m-State University. I am a graduate of Jackson State University .fiumw—

now-Jackso
e T et o Umy . o) Chrcadl o
From-thete - wert—to the-triverstey of Chidago- ST WES-swelr am_tomor—To-
- < v s =y
& %o B St Chigos

be—abte=to passgmy entrance examinat'on-iq szut five or

i . prega=L—op - -
the=University—ef Ghicago-based gn the great material feem historical

facts that I_hed gained from attending Alcorn Collegeg whi=eh is one of
our biggest@“éarliest colleges. Se—thosethings—helped out SO muech-
From the University of Chicago I went to the University of Cincinnatie

L}%U“f'did some graduate work in health and physical education. I taught in
Jackson Public Schoolsyedaeksoms—Missiseippi. The last place I taught

was coasidered=as- Jim Hill Junior Hill School. e ime, Professor
e o 88
Marshall was the Principal. Tkenufrom%thexe-ﬂﬁ-came to the YWCA. I

did my YWCA work at Phillip Hall in Lake Forest, Illinois.

We startedthe YWCA heses at Marino Branch as the National YWCA in 1945.
We have had a program going ever since we started at 406% North Farish
Street. Ehen we moved over to the old Negro YWCA at 501 North Farish
StreetMVFrom there to our present sight. We helped to design and build
this quarter of a million dollar building where we are now. We moved in
here in 19650w:yzrhave been here every since then. -fmteresting programs
_have been-geoingon-with a lot of participatian. We had a very good pro-
gram for working mothersj The P. M. camp, we—caFted=tt. We have ca?gia

in Edwards, CMI College and-we—eamped dowi at Sophia Sutton. Now we have
a YWCA camp for the Jackson YWCA down at Terry, Mississippi.

Wg,havewenccuntered'several~opéﬁiﬁ§§"ff6ﬁ”ﬁére~t0wﬂmr%&u1ﬁﬁﬂﬁ§ﬁmh

ag@,&hemé%ﬁéimaﬁée—Geneer. I help supervise the Albermarle Center.
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Ji We have 108-120 children at the Albermarle Center along with those
here at our branch. We have two branches of the YWCA, the Marino
Branch and North State Street branch and Albermarle (neter. We are a

P

L.
United Way Agency. _We.have Mrs. Barbara Barnes .as—a- general director

of the whole Jackson YWCA. Sq we have been very-busy-witha lot of
children and as you can now.seerit»iswquiEe—a~busy_place,enexymhere%
We have from 65-70 young people enrolled in our day camp and the P.M.
camp, which is a service to working mothers where the young people

come in the afternoon after school and during the summer.

We work with them along with the city as in mini-park. We serve the
children lunches each day at this branch and the Albermarle Center

through the federal food program. The kids come in and they play games
and other activities,.swimming. We have our small summer pool for serving
Jimkeemmaa§£y=solz§ believe i serving the community. We even visit some
of %ﬁQﬁhomes of élderly persoﬁs in the community, write letters, talk
with them, do little chores for them and then we work along with any

other activities.that-we might see to help. We-have.served about—the

+hird—6¥ fourth—gene ”"éigs.gkﬁe have received several leadership plaques

from the different organizations'that~re}igibu3~léééefsjComé“ﬁﬁ&esa;he
_greup. We heve received a church member United Plaque for United Women.

V ﬁnge=ef’those'thingga%ﬁrough our effort in the public school system. We
received a plaque j%gt for services rendered. We enjoy rendering service
to the community and to people wherever we find them. There are a great

W\ @_r\0¢ é‘\ Capsl>
many people who have been developed through the—need aspeet-that we have

Y M) .
he;an(‘ihzy,have gone on to play in bands. Onme man's name who—is—

A \“L
/%?h%A’Sanders is now playing in Stevie Wonder's band. HeggaéLpiano~iessonB
\

_here,tap_dancing-and he worked in our-pr, gram and now he-is-working for

i Jp\ '\\.f’\il).'\ L;K()Jd Ol;\ “LA/\k \, (,kl{:‘fa %”{/\C!}
Stevie Wonder. There are others who’are making recordings in New York
and playing in bands. wTheir”éféff‘WHS*here‘atlthefXWCA. All that came

je ¢
from group singing, music groups, dance groups:p One of our young women
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Ji who took dance lessons here is Miss Hinds Junior College this year. She
is competing for the Miss America Contest in Vicksburg this month. She
got her start from the YWCA. So the YWCA has been where you can get a

push and then you can keep going from that push.

ome m?re questhPS“@ cause \Quld ta st abo

J% a lixtle off the rack\bwgaﬁézil d n t lzﬁg alqug//QT /mﬁéslf

. much as rs, because that's what I believe in, Lord minus

myself plus ot
M: OKFy. You mentioned the fact that you-taught in the Jackson Public Schools.

How many years did you teach in the Jackson Public Schools?
Jits I taught eight years in the Jackson Public School System at Jim Hill.
M: A&‘Eiﬁ,ﬂ;llf—after you finished teaching at Jim Hill you came to the

YWCA?
J: That's right I -eame to-the YWCA. k’§¥ [q’buj {2(341”

Do you have any children Mrs.—Jones?
Jiie No, n&'chééggea of my own, but I consider all of these other children

that I work with throughout the years as my children, which-weuld be just

hundreds and hundreds—ofchildren. Sey—I feel very close to-a lot of

/peopleﬂas,my—ehi%dfen. They call me on Father's Day and even wish me a

‘happy Father's Day because I have been a father and mother for a lot of -
oy mqm‘\, do p &KQ%JL 4

M: Would you tell-me what type of clubs youw-heder

children.

—

ke I am a member of the League of Women Voters, I~meﬁﬁienedtmyfehu¥sh7
the Terry Lee Bridge Club, the AAUW (American Association of University
Women), Sigma Gama Rho Sorority and-a lot of. other-efganizatlong}hghe
State Federation of Colored Women's Club andga—é0§~ef~other things that
we-worked-oen. I am also a member of the NAACBf’eEe National Council of
Negro Women, and the Heroine of Jericho.

M: What are your earliest recollections of the—f+ey—of Jackson when you

came here?
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J: Wadld, it was really something. I worked with young people even before
I started working at the YWCA. We-were.trying to—find something—for-the
yoqu_people,eveﬁ—thoughrwe~were,teaehing. We would carry a bus load of
young people down on the coast for summer camp where our church has a

place at Waveland.

My grandfather had one of the first black businesses on State Street.
He had a horse-n-buggy. It—has—Tealtly grown—frem-those ;o even-—.
Farish-Street. A lot of the businesses are gone and a lot of them are
/—"_—

trying to get back on foot if they can. A lot of the people that we

N L

met here have moved away or died out, bwt—that—is-not-a~historical fact
that/we,hayg/gaxhered~just~frem~heafing“peUpIé“ra}k.

The barber shop that was near the YWCA, the old one that was—near—the
YHCA when we were at 510 North Farish Styeet first and before we came
‘Egﬁ;hisﬂpfesent“s1ght,at 517 North Farkgz .A lot of changes have
occurred because people have found different places to go rather than
the areas that we once had to go toﬁ_ﬁidhes like the Hill Hall, Hedges~

Hatl amdthe Crystal Palace, and places like that.

Mrs. Hodges, who died, willed some carpet to the YWCA to help young
people in this area. There has been a lot of growth in this area since
that time and there has been a lot of destruction because they had to
tear down a lot of buildings. There has beemra—tot of changes in this
area

M: Qkay, could you give me some kind of recollection of your earliest /(2£NQ
school days when you were coming up? o VoL *J{l»iﬂk EK)QARAANQ oS

J: _Wedr; my earliest school days s&ﬁgéed out in Meridian, Mississippi.
We_started going to Osf Haven im Meridian. Various grades—and ages
would eome;—fourth and fifthw— We cadled—it-boardimegschool-at—that

time.
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Jis We moved back to Alcorn College and then from Alcorn College to Jackson.
_But those early childhood days==really my life has alwaysbeen, as 1
\\Jggntioned;dtryintho'help others and even in those early days we would

( ggt children onlodges as my father was pastor, and theﬁ'try’to téach
them. I had a brother who started in the ministry & school amd=we
supported-him in school. Heﬂwas‘z‘iittié“6Iden,%ﬁbbggfattle younger
than me. He would do the preaching and we would help do the teaching
from the lodges with those little people. He doesn't remember when he

wasn't a minister and I hardly remember when I wasn't helping somebody.

-Goutd=you -teld-me_how many brothers and sisters that you have?
F-am—from—a-fami¥y=of ten.
Do you recall any of the events that had a great impact on your life?

Wekly—the firsé—thing.1 wanted to do some of the things that my uncle,

Dr. Sanders, who was the Trustee for Lanier, wanted me to do. I wanted

R GX

to teach here in the public schools. I wanted to finish college and go
to the University of Chicago and a lot of thosethings that he did I wanted
to do and I-did them, most of them.. I traveled to most of the States in

the United States. That was a hobby plus being in the YWCA and going to

conventions. Another_ 1mpqrtant thing I think was when the First Natlonal
DL NL Conar At Cun 2uicee 02— 5 (Lepeoed L z -
Bank sent me td Califofnia Laes=¥aa£=£2:£§2£§SeHE§HHi_J*‘;; /UJJAIW

e

along w with some- efrtﬁéfsame—baﬁkefiﬁ& The trip was to check modular housing

,,,,,,, s

projects. *l‘;ep:esentéﬁ"fﬁzzﬁank to - ,Q_Eresﬁﬁz’tﬁﬂﬁfbrﬁi&“ﬁﬂ&téo

,,gaseh;——&a:r——f‘orté“ Base- mhat X These-na—fe—-e-em-vf—t-h%

<tn;ugb that—were—a great impact ip ﬁﬁziiiizzan elplng others and helping
{nod oL ey e (md ol e
up—to—the=peint

my family through difficult times e had a sister who
was blind and had a terminal disease. I asked the doctors to let me take
care of her and bring her to Mississippi from Michigan. I have a strong
faith in God and my faith in God helpedm%o carry some of those thing out
that the doctors and everybody thought that would not happen. So,1 be-

lieve that some of the high points in my life is helping others
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i Mrs. Brinkley, Brinkley School was named for her husband, —
M: When you were growing up did you all farm?

i ne%:aegg;gur&iy ‘because my daddy "had so many of-us-he-had—aTittl2

g. My daddy being a minister, he

would just do enough to keep his family going. We did not have a large
farm. My grandfather was a minister on my mother's side, my grandfather
was a minister on my father's side helped to build the temple on Lamar
Street where Dr. C. P. Jones is the minister. My grandfather;onhmy

A
father's side was a United Methodist Minister who worked with Pratt tée—

Church that I belong to now. sgi:ﬁg:d§d—not—haVE‘tu‘do*tvvjmnjrfﬁﬁﬁ&ﬁgf“Nﬁm

We did have farm land ItRe in White Rock, and-places—tike-that and plenty
< of fruit—trees. We had farm land where we raised potatoes and corn and
- that stuff like that.

M: How did you have fun as a teenager when you were growing up?

Ji @555511, when I was growing up we had a lot of fun because we could sing
and my step-mother could play the piano. My father could do a lot of
crafts. Ke.did a lot of country crafts; games-we played. We had a lot
of famity fun together. We—worked—with the church and familyfunds so
we really had-a-lot of fun growing up. Wg‘mgﬁﬁgg;gijﬁ‘EII"fﬁE‘ﬁéEﬁIé*

in the communit

<

.£g_iorget”tﬁ”fﬁﬁffﬁg?—i nyour talk.

We worked along with the old people during that—time—here on Farish

Street. I went down and spent the night with the children in the compound
to see how they were getting along. We worked with the people who needed
us most especially the young women. We went to see how they were getting

along in ;hg«Prison4and_all.9f~1baL<ee=thé:¥WC§:§%ayed—aTTv and-worked

- . — A A
L OF ave ="""-‘_'—Eﬂ_.‘-_)m"
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Ji: ~thas moral background,and support:
‘g% M S v ( Zf

M: What was some of the tlmes in your family.

<gLJgg;,dn,;seme—e£—the_th&agq—%haewyou—wvuid”do“that you would-consider
q§_ggmgthéag—eXCItIng—In~the home?

Mell-in-eur—hemes;—as—I-mentioned, we would sing together and when the
recorder came out into style, we used those in recording vetees, my
N M

daddy' s:sermaﬁﬁﬁiﬁy'brother s sermons. We would—travels We liked to
travel and whf’eyer my brother would start as a young minister, we would
go and visit.him;zéaplaee9§¥§ke=SavaﬂﬁahﬁMGecrgiaﬂmm}ﬁmrﬂmnfhfj;rwﬁk
in-the—€areiinas. In the home we would do a lot of playing, working
together with other children, bringing them in and helping them work
with them and working along with us to learn new games and skills.

My daddy taught us a lot ofu§5ills and crafts ,apd-doing-things. We were
taught and we would help’others. Our life was very intersting. We
worked with other people in our community and visited the sick and just
doing for others. That was part of our life and we enjoyed it. In our
home my daddy would play and we would enjoy it.

As a young adult coming up, do you recall anything concerning the depres-

sion?

J+— Anything as what mow as a young aduit?
M_f’,Aswa_ynung,adultT—douyanJxmmm$er~anythIng_abea£~the~dep§essivn?

J:

Yes, we remember the depression. In those days a minister's daughter,
you got payed off in produce a lot of the times. During the depression
the banks closed and things like that. We met along with some of that.
But I'1l be frank with you, we did not suffer during the depression, per
say, because we had learned to live within the means of a Methodist
Minister's family and got along with what my father could produce for
his family and what we could have. We learned to live through that kind
of experience. So, during the depression, we could get food at, on that

kind of faith and courage.
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M:

2

V§§ggigg.up_am;i€t%e;~ta}king—abeut‘yuuTgpen,you were going to school

as a child, what type of lunches did you carry? What was in your lunch
box? What did you carry your lunch in?

I don't know because we lived near the school. We would go home and

get lunch;/,80jﬂi”f€§II§raon't know much about the lunch-box-days—be-
Qéﬁgg:ﬁé’IIVEa—ﬁgngthe school, near the church school. It waspossible
for us—to—go-home -and get tunch. _So; T really could not say what was im
QEEMlEBQhﬂbD¥é6mBetause*WE'did’ﬁ6EWHEGEWEEWEEF?§_§“TUnch~tUU“muchrvw
/gkgyy do you recall any event about the flood of 19277

I don't know too much about the flood of 1927. I-could not tell yew

_~too much about the flood-of 1927 because I hardly know where I was at

\the—£1ood of 1927, if it affected us-or—moE: I don't remember the flood)

( of 1927.

£§ﬂy,6;ould you describe some of the songs that were sang in your church
as far back as you can recall? ‘

Some of the songs we sang was“Jesus Love Me, Yes I Kno%;ftia/

What were some of the things you particularly enjoyed doing on the week-
ends?

Qg,thefweekeﬁdz Saturday morning I was at the YWCA from 8:30 to 12:00
because I worked my other houses Monday through Friday up north. After
that I loved to play bridge. That is a hobby of mine to help keep me
going. Then I would go visit my relatives here in Mississippi. I rest
on Saturday and went to Church on Sunday. I just love to go to these
teas and things because that is a part of the community. We had a lot

of programs at the YWCA too on Sunday. We had the fellowship. . .on
Sunday and different other things. At the "Y" we had the hanging of the

greens in December. Thggt,gux_memhexship:dxive_atvLha%ﬂéaﬁéifimE§"tﬁéi’s

en a S mentioned. National YWCA week is in April, we

-

have a program. We have our Fellowship in November that's on

a Sunday.
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Jis (ngﬂﬁ;nd us e very busy with forum and different thingsy During Black

M:

Je

History week we have forums but that's not necessarily on the weekend,
we have other people using our buildings on the weekend. I think on
August 2nd of this year we will have a forum. Dr. Harrison will be
working with us. We are having a speaker and everything on the Pre-
servations of the Farish Street Area. The weekends are very busy,
visiting some of the parents in the area, carrying some of the children
to different places also,

Can you recall the first expereince you had in teaching in the Jackson
public school?

Yes, Fean—in—a way. When I first started teaching they told me that

I was too young to teach in the public school. That was a good way to
keep me out I think. My uncle was Principal at Lanier said when he found
out that they could do that. So, I taught a half a day at St. Mark's
Episcopal Church and then went to Jim Hill in the afternoon to start
teaching in the afternoons for ten dollars or more a month. We were
making big money at that time. We were making twenty dollars a month
and then I went to Jim Hill I had thirty seven($37.50). (Laughter) We
went to teach at Jim Hill that was quite an experience. We started with
Professor Brinkley, the person Brinkley School was named for. It was

really Sally Reynolds at that time because they were building on Jim Hill

at that time. I was teaching at Jim Hill over on Lynch Street with
Professor Brinkley. With-that experience; we Were ove ynch St

_lt-was—dusty and everything. We had a lot of experience in that little

space being a teacher. myﬁ%4Lcle-ch1ld;ea~wea&d—tome‘tﬁ”§thv6§ We
just had a classroom full of fﬁgﬁf{ﬁ¥% it would snow they would still be
there.  They would say Mrs+ Walker, looka here. . .maybe might would-have
Wgg;gQ_LD»&tay*hﬁmé"ﬁﬁa_stay=ﬁa£m, but they would come anyway. —I-was
Mrs—Waiker fhen. They would-say-herewearex A lot of them are great

men in business now in Chicago, California, Detroit and other places.
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They got their start here. When they come back now they are happy

to come back and say through the efforts of Mrs. Walker that's the reason
I am the type of businessman I am now, because I really stayed behind
them.

What are your recollection of the health services that was offered during
your time?

Health services was poor at that time because the lack of facilities and
people not knowing. We didn't have the community comprehensive health
centers and things that are going now. The Health Department was very

. . .let me back up a little. We had a lot of health service going on.
We had a Nurse Perkins, 0 use to go around to the school giving
innoculation and talking with groups especially in our Black school.

It was these kinds of things that was helpful to us. We had those days
that she would come around and you wouldn't have go to to the Health
Department, but line up in the school. I believe that did a lot of good
in that day. . .That was a good time when the health services moved into
the school and helped to create an atmosphere.

Did you have any Black doctors and who were they?

Yes. Jﬁrﬁnﬂffi—féﬁ{fﬁuﬁjthgijgféiZii:;. ~as—you—might_find now, we had,
(ﬁgggfﬁlackwéecthS”Iﬁ—ﬂiﬁT?Eﬁﬁ” We had Dr. Smith here at the clinic
above the YWCA. We had Dr. Dennis McCoy, Dr. Barnes, then we had another

doctor here on Farish Street at the clinic. There were quite a few
doctors here on Farish. Dr. Ham Dennis and we had other doctors who
worked here on Farish Street. You know we have many+— .l think Dr-

is about the only Black Doctor who is left practicing on

Farish Street, where we use to have Dr. Williams and a lot of other
doctors. Dr. C. L. Barnes was the dentist, PE—eh#mk. Dr. Redmond and
Dr. Dozier use to be here on Farish Street. 805 we don't have as many
now as we use to working in this area.

Were there any Black nurses?

~10=
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J: Nurse Perkins/}—tciéryoq:ahbut. She was the main health nurse in the

county. e..worked out-of the,Hgaltthepaf€EEg1,~—¥hen»we—héﬁ*’vrlj%she
wef’/ﬁ,é_nurse;%a{ﬁwc Wad—acase worker that worked with cﬁEIng "
Do A— C Do (el - LU

Mrs. Sampson Marshall:’out of the Welfare DeEfffggﬁE},/So’fﬁf“Es*the

i am trylng to think

octor that WES\VQiZ
= th1%E/EEEE,9ﬁ,Lhe4?6Eﬁg’ducf6¥s:that:sng;.

Dr. White has been very helpful as an Optometrist in this area in
helping check eyes, giving free screening at the "Y". People come
in for dental services also. Dr. Christian is the other doctor that
was here a long time and had a clinic on Farish Street.

M: Did you ever go down there for services?

i Yes, I've been to just about all of them. I mentioned they had offices

here on Farish Street.

M: What is your earliest reocllection about public parks?
J The public park is at College Park. I think Mrs. Hall is over
College Park Clubhouse, That swimming—pool out there, the vwea Fada
- Sy C s at ?%e swimming pool. It was taught by Mrs.

Britton. I think the youngest swimmer was about two months old, ff:g
was”éﬂﬁtherw&augﬁféf“gﬁim plus others to
“hen with the __ —we had ﬁﬂ’ﬁt‘ni——hb&/ng&;galﬂgjn_w —We even worked

ongﬂazgﬁ:::::gfgﬁif“tTdb~for women. The YWCA worked along with one
é;: — Tt was=the—eld Jim HiT1, Blackburn School now,

withjéennis. The YWCA started Tennis Classes and tournaments. We had

one of the first tournaments here won by Lionell Frazier who is away.

He doesm't Tive here anymore. He won the tournament that—we-—had.

M What was the most popular sports in Jackson duirng the 1940's?
: s baseball and foot-

ball. /Basebati’and football were the most—popular—spoerts because of the
colleges and all that. Eveyybody went for-that. Right now we flnd t@/ﬁ

|

a
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J: _seme of these-sports have cone on up through the times bETAUSE here—=at

"y _we—would have a 1. We had a lot of basketball

in the winter. We have the—égftball league in the summer time for women
for the last eight or ten years. This year is my first year not having
a softball league for women. We do play a lot of basketball during
basketball season in our gym. We think our gym is well kept. We do

a lot of the same sports now as we did then, but those were some of the
main sports that we had basketball, baseball, volleyball, softball, and
tennis. Tennis you think of as a new sport, but it is not. They had

plenty of tennis back then.

M: I would like to thank you Mrs. Jones for your interview.
J: You are quite welcome. Th€§Z§5¥§E:EE:QFUS?:§p;

~with the chut
Ot oL dvan.
T would like to mention Mr. Willie Hughes, whe=p¥®ys music and
in the city. He is the musician at the Lynch Street C. M. E. Church.

Froma tittlte-boy-wegave him a push immusic. A lot of the other person

we have worked with ha

and n er son works at tEELLSCLﬁﬂék?ﬁnfs”Hls_ﬁagféggT“from Jackson
Y

.//.
<§n influence on

and part-time at the "Y". It is

a fami aditi i jebs in\the

(___and they

M: I would like to thank you again for your interview.



