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THE NEGRO IN BUSIFRSS.

It ip said that 1f you want %o find out whethor the farmers of the couvntry ore
prosperous do not ccmsult the reporte of the prices of wheat, cotton, corn, etec., ijn
the preat metronolitan dailies, instead resd the locel news in the country papers.

-

ey gf you find that the farmers are paying off mortgeses, improving their homes and
buying farming implements you may conclude thet they 2re meking meney. (1 likewise
find that the revorts in the colored papers are o pretty good index 6f what the We-
gre is doing in business. | Such reports as the Collo*:.-'i.n;;; are constantly recurring
in 2‘:@;;1'('} pepers showine whet the Negro is doing in every pert of the country.
*Pullding ':x:;;?.c};\ ghructures. Colored men of Mississippl capital saying nothing and
sawling wood”. Imder the sbove, & report from Jackson, Yissiesin»nl, stated that
re Se e Dodmeond had comnlated a three-story brick huilding with & rgof sarden. "The
{"?I'éu?.if: is belng broken', said the same report, "{for & new two-story brick dullding.

. (74

This will muke Four brick structures adjoining on Faies Street, all owned by Fesrobss

”

"

‘{ 2
He ¥s Cashin, the well-known Wegro lawyer of Decatur, Alabama, sald another re-
" »
r;»or'b/ is bullding & Lwo-story offiee building. The lower floor will be r»ented for
: 7
gtbres, while the second floor will be occupied by Mr. Cashin as & low offico, Says

X s
still another rapor‘o,(]he m00d colored people of Ocala, Florida, have two imstitutions

of which they are proud: the Metropolitan Bank and the Metropolitan Realty Company.
Dach has a paid-in capital of {26,000, These companies are housed in & beautiful

threo-story building owned by the ba 4

1 find that Mesre business in Boston is greatly on the increase. Ilire John
Denidls in his recent book, "A Study of the Boston Negro', e.ﬁsef a 6arefu1 investi~-
gation of Wegro businesses says that their mumber is rapldly increasing. In the
several Negro districts where ten years ago tﬁere were not more than 25 or 50 of
these places there are today, exclusive of lodzing houses, closd to 160; while tucied :
in here and there in predominantly white neighborhoods are still others, probabl;:'
hal? & hundred. The total number of Negro business places for Boston proper is thus

about 260. In Cambridge there are at least fifty more and in the other suburbs an
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equal number which brings the entire number for @reater Boston up to 300 or above.

Although the majority of these businesses are amall, & number of them are of good sized - -

proportions. There are two good sized livery setables, one connected with & large un-
dertaking business in the principal Jesro section: thé‘othnr is situated in the solect
Fenway District and has mostly & white trade.s A downtown photograph studio owned by
a Negro is also largely natronized by white peovle. There are a number of high grade
tallor shops conducted by Hegroes. The largest wig manufactory ln Wew Tngland is
ovned by Mr. Gilbert C. Harris on Washington Street. Mr. Harris came to Bostom from
Virginis in 1892 and found employment in a halr worklag shop. After his employer
died he took over the business himself. Jle supplics all the wigs for thé CJestle Square
and Bowdoin Square Stock Companics and & large proportion of those used by the well
nown ﬁro&ucer, Honyy We Saveps. He also has a large mall order trade. Yr. Harris
ovns his home and several other pieces of propertye

The mejority of the Yeero morchante of Boston sre owners of amall grocery stores.
One out of every half-dozen of these businesses, however, is of substantial srovortions.
On Shewrut Avewme is the wholesele and retall grocery store of Goqde, Tanson & Henrye
This ie & concern that has grown gradually to its present size from smali‘beginhings.
It is en example of & specialized business conducted Sy Terroes that is able to compete
with white {lrms successfully, not only for Tegro trade but also for that of the white
residents of that districte Through its wholesale department 1t suppllies meny of the
small Wegro grocery stores.

I find that the Fegroes of Boston are branching into meny lines of business.
There is one wen who has built up a pood sized trade in new and second-hand furniture.
Another is an importer of books. There are some dozen or more stationery and news
shopse I understand trat the longest estahliaha& and best peying one is located on
Howard Street in the Weat “nde. Boston has one Tegro cigar manufacturer who is doing
& prosperous business. Two yéara agﬁ it was felt that there wae opportunity in Bos-
ton for a Negro baank so0 the Fureka Banking Company wa? organized.

Underteking is & business in which Negroes &re succeeding in all parts of the

country. The laading colored undertaker of Boston is Mr. Basil F. Hutchins. A
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noteworthy thing about hie business ie that it has been bullt up almost entirely with-
in raciel linese IHis main establishment is located in the midst of one of the prine

cipal Negro residence sectionse He has a branch establiahhen$ in Cambridge and agents

in other sections. He is the provrietor of orne of the livery gtebles already mentioned

and is one of Boston's leading Negro property owners.

Another imdicaiion of the vrocress that the Yegro is meking in busiress is the
rise of the Negro real cstate dealers I fregueatly find such reports in colored pa=-
pers as the following from Morrlsville, Wew Jersey: "The biggest roal estztc deal
ever congsuwnmebed heve was closed last weok. Johnn We Lewis, the colorved real estate
dealer, sold and contracied to bulld twelve houses which ropresented 220,000. He al-
80 closed anotheyr deal in which he sold ten houses for 521,000. He has plans for the
erection of thirty new houses". »$1111am Do Poighbors of Chicapo 18 an example of
the successful young real estate dealer. Starting & few yoars ago with very little
capital, he ia now dolng & real estate busineas of several hundred thousand dollars s
year, is the owner of & newspaper and 1is the cashier of the American Bank.™

Aire J. 1. Blodgett, contractor and builder, of Jacksonville, Tlorida, sterted
" business in that elty twenty years ago with a capital of £1.10. Ho now pays more
taxos than sny Neero in Plorida. The romarkable thing is that 'r. Blodgett has never
built & house for any body dut himeolf. He deals almost entirely in houses for rent.
He has ballt since 1902 over 2350 houses in Jaoksonéille. He now owns, I ﬁnderstand.
121 houses, the vrents of which amount to over 32,500 a montho=

In Boston and vicinity are & number of successful real estate declers. One of
theee is Mr. Tobert ¥. Coursey. e came to Boston some vears sgo from Cansds and be=

gan work for a drug firm at {8.00 per weeks Later he did janitor work. Out of his
gsavings he bepan to in¥est in real estate. He has beon so successful that all his

tire is now required to give attention to his holdings. In speaiking of his success,

Mre. Coursey saye: "In 1893, I went over my accounts and.found that I had & balance to
my credit of $11,000. I bought my second house and a few monthe later mortgaged thom
both and purchased the thirde This one I made into flats which made a feir percentage

on the investmente I now began to realize that my capital was growing rapidly. Iur-

\
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ing all of this time 1 atill continued pert of my Janitor work, four years later buging
my fourth house. - This I also couverted into flats and two years later invested in my
£ifth house valued at £8,000. = 4 year snd & half later 1 mede my sizth purchase oon-
sisting of two four-story apartment louses assessed Tor 315,000. Very recently I made
my soventh imvestment wvalued at 8,000 I find that I 2m paying taxes on nearly
$50,000 worth of propérty."

The largest property owner of a8ll the colored people of Greater Boston is Theo-
dorelﬁayﬁond, the real estate dealer of Cambridge. He is credited, T understand, on
the Cambridge tax records with real proporty to the assessed value of $196,000.

The third largost individual tax payer in Brockion, Uassackusetts, 1s Yr. Wait
Terry, the colored real estate dealer of that city. On December 18, 1913, the-Brock@
ton Times published the following statement in 1ts nows colums: "Mr. Watt Terry,
of Main Strest, roal estaﬁe déaler, is Prockton's third largest indlvidual tax peyer,
his asscoaomen? beingvexcegded only vy that of George M. Pelth and Fx-governor We L.
bouglas.  ire Terry is assessed on CA4T5,400 velustion in real sstate. Ko pays & tax
of #10,166;40 on forty-aix parcelé of real estatesand personal proporty. His name
waé\inﬁdverténtly omitted Vedneadey from the Times' list of heavy tax payers.” The
Mre George M. Kbiih here reforred to is the mansging director of the Walkover Shoe
Company, end Dx-governor W. Le. Douglas is at tho head of the We L. Douglas Shoe Com-
peny, well knmowm throughout the countrye I!Ir. Terry came to Brockion thi&teen yoears
agoe with & capitel, so he saye, of 15¢. He worked a while as coschman, &nd then suc-
ceeded ir getting a position ag asslstant Jenitor fOr the Young Men's Christian Aséo—
ciation building.  He then tried railréad vortering for a few weeks, after which he
secured o position in ome of the Brockton shoe. fectories. ' While working here he be-
came ianterested in making real esﬁaﬁa deals. One day a follow workmén esked him if
4he knew where he could buy a piece of property for a home. Ir. Terry happened to know
that another man had a plece of property for ssle, In this way he began his career as
a real estate dealers .

Fourteon year ago ﬁhe thoughtful members of the race began to see the need of an

organization that would bring together for consultation the colored people that were

4
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ongaged in business. At tho same tire they would socure infeormation and inspiration
from oach other. In the year 1300, a aumber of colored men called a meeting at Bos-
ton of the Wegro business men of the United States and orgenized the Wational Wegro
Businaese Men's League. I bad already learnsd in r"y travels about the comntry that in
almost every town and eity, Morth and South, there wers numbers of coloréd men engaged
in business of soms sort--mny of them conducted drug storea, others were engaged 1_n a
small way in merchandiszing; a number had been successful f: real estate dealers and in
this way were alding and encouraging the mom’bers.of the race to save thelr earnings
and duy homed. As I was already convinced that what tho mewbers of my race mést neecded
wig Yo learn the lessons of thrift, get proporty and Lecome & fixed, settled and de-
pendable element l'n th«:fcommnities in which they lived, 1 made up my mind, therefore,
that an orgenization that would enc:ouragé and direc\t the progress of the race in these
fun&emson‘bal- watiers was Necessarye

To state in another way, the object of this orgsnization of business men and wo=
men is to bring togelber &nnually those of our race who are engaged in various branches
of business, Zrom the lmablest to the 'hig}wst, for the purpose of closer nersonsl ace
éﬁ&intaI1ce, of rocelving encouragenent, inspimtio_n and ini_'or:;»ation from each other.
Another object was to 01:;55 (B . «which local business organizations would ‘oe‘
formed in all par «ry and thoese orgenizations made to serve tho best in-
terests of the race fach year a national gathering of men and women emgaged in bu~
siness matters is held in some section of the country. At these meetings the success~
ful business men and wonen &ré brought fov'wlfl';.\rd. and given an opportunity to tell the
sbory of their success. This serves a\p an inspiration to other persons and slego gives
nm ldea of the methods by whiclh 'cfxeso porsons have achieved! success. Another thing
accomplished is the bringing of t'heaé porsons before the general public 20 that‘ all
may know somothing about the success of the Negro in business.

Under the dirsction of the National Negro Business Lesgme s@tMrg like 560 loe
cal business leaguos have bsen established in different parts of the country. Iz sev-
-eral states, state organizations inave veen formed. These local and state business

leagues are greatly aiding and stimmlating Industry &nd thri{t among the messes of my
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race. Whan the Nationél Wegro Business League was organiszed in Boston, a canvags of
the situation was made and it was found that in all the country there were but two
hanits ovmed and opersted by Negroes. At the prosent time there are sixty-two such
inatitutions, together with a large unumber of building, losn, and othor kindﬁ of saving
brganizationé. These baniks are capitalized at about $1,600,000, They do an emmal
businens of about ﬁS0,000,000. The National Bankers Assocization 1s an anxiliarﬁ of
the Mational NWegro Business lLeagne and meats at the same time and place that the‘
League does. Other organizatlons that hava heen established in connection with the
Businoss League and as a result of its stimulation are: the Natiomul Assoclation of
Funerzl Direotors, the Wational Assoclation of Negro Insurance Companies, the Hationsl

Weare Par Association, and the National Fegro Press Assoclation. All of thest ore
¢ J 3
€ :

fganizationa have tended to greatly stimulax;&eqro businoss.

The past fourteen years have witnessed a greater development of Hagfo business
khen sny time since emencipstion. Ome of the striline foatures of the development
of Wesro bueinesses during this period has been the sssembling of considerubie sums
of mouneys. This has been done throuch the Yegro banks, the insurence compenies, and
also throveh the secret socleticss. The latter are using ruch of their surplus meney
for business purposes. I undorstand that the MNew Haven, Connecticut, lgdge of the
Grand United Order of 0dd Feilows has recently erected in that city & 240,000 lodge
and business buildinge. The Mosaic Templare, with hoadquertere at Little Reck, Arken-
gas, is another example of an Order that is using their curpius morney for business pur-
poses. In October of last year, this Order dedicated at Little Roék, Ariansas, &
$60,000 four-story officé building and auditoriuvm. In Bpril, 1913, the Wegro 0dd
Pollows of Georgia had at Atlanta tlhe formsl openins of their $£110,000 six-story
office building.. ©On an adjoining lot tﬁa order immediately began the erection of a
£100,000 auditoriwn and business dbuilding. It was dedicated April 14, 1914.

Insurance is another large fleld of Nogro business endegavors 4Whan the ﬂaticnal

Fegro Business lLeague met at Philadelphie last year the Wetional organization of Ne-

gro insurance companies was effectad. The twenty-two companies reprosented there

had $640,000 in assets and $10,000,000 in risks which were in force. The Standard
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Life Ineurance Compeny with hesdquarters at ﬁtianta wag the first old lemal re-
peyve life insurance company organized by colored men to write colored risks exclu-
nively« The rermirimble thing sbout the Standard Life ia fhat by means of subscrip-
tlons from a comparatively small number of well-to-do Negroes the compeny was able to
begin buginess with o paid-in ecapital of $100,000,which amount was deposited with the
Insurence Cotmigsion of the State of Georgla. This compeny 1 now operating in four
states, numely: Georgia, Alabam:, Tennessee, and Kentucky; and has, I understand,
applied for edmission to Texas.

I find that each year Negroes are conducting larger and better organized busi-
Nastog. Mre He S Ferg}g.zs'on of St. Louis, Misgourli, is &n example of what the rzegro‘
oan do in the reostaurant business. I understand that he started in 1904 with a small
rectaurant and a cook. How Le has in S%t. Louis a string of well-equipped restaurants
in which moré than f1fty persons are omployede The Windham Brothers, gsnsral con-
tractors of‘Bi&kingham, Alabama, illustrate how & Negro may;succecd in the buillding
tredos. The contracts of this fivm, so I understand, amount to aemething betwean
$280,000 and $300,000 a yoar. On an average the firm employs 100 men 8ll the year
round.

. According to the Atlants Constitution, the largest, finest, and most-aanitary
barber shop in the world is the Herndom Crystal Palace Barber Shop of thils city. It
is ovmed and opcrated by A. Fe Herndon, & wealthy NMegroe. HMre. Herndon lae operated a
barber shop in Atlanta thirty-one yearas. He is zlso the president of the Atlaanta
Mutusl Life Insurence Compeny which gives employment to some 500 persons snd does
about & quarter of & milllon dollars worth of business & year.

A number of negro women are successfully conducting businesses end accumulating
wealthe One of the most successful of these is Mrs. C. J. Walker of Indienapolis,
Indizna, #oaler in hair goods. / Hrse. Walker's income from her business, I understand,
ie some (35,000 a year.

Wire Ce W Gilliam, of Okolona, Mississippl, is an example of the many successful
TNegro business men in the émall tows. He sterted in business in 1892 as a grocer

ueing the front pert of his house for a store and the back for & dwelling to save rent,
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‘One by one he added othar merchandise to his stock, a fow samples of dry goods here, &
ahel? of hardware there. Then the 11ttle store got too small, not only for dwelling
and store, but for store alone. Up went a little department store 28 x 80 feet, &
buildirg with besutiful interior, finished metal ceiling, lighted by electricity.
He employs siy clerks and peys them from §16 to (20 a weeks He runs a soda fountain,
boot &nd shoe dopartment, dry goods and hardwére department, end carries ready madé
clothing for men end womon.
: in which
in closing this article I want to refer to another way shat Negroes are demon-
business ~

gtroting thelr ebility-~the establishment of towms, There are throuchout tho counbry
& number of exclusively Negre tovms. The two most ncled sreo Beoley, Oklahome, and
Mourd Begyou, Wissisasippis The former which wes established in 1903 is sitvated in
tle center of & rich farming country thet is owned largely by Negroes. Itlis & ST0W=
ing towm. Ite poymlation, including the immediste commwmnity, is some 4,000, It has
5} bank‘ZzZi & capital ané surplus of 511,500 and deposits, 575,800, | Thess—sre—iw-
&hs'town425 grooéry stores, & hotel, 7 }estauramts, 4 drug stores, 4 cotten gins rang-
ing fn value from 58,000 to $15,000, & bottling works, & steam laundry, 2 newspapers,
2 hardwars stores, a jJewelry store, & aeneral storea, 2 livery stables, 2 undertaking
esteblishmerts, & lumber yavd, and & bakerye There are in the town some four dr fiive
mile# of paved sidewalky, & vater works system valued at 336,000, an electric light
plant worth $20,000, two industrial schools, & public high school and & public ele-
mentary achbol.

Mound Bayou, the most famous of &ll the Negro towns, was started about 1890 by
Isaiah T. lMontgomery, who had been a slave of Joseph Davis, a brother of the president
of the Confederacy. The town is situated in the center of the Yazoo Mississippi
delta on the main line of the Illinois Central Railway, about midway between Vicks=
burg and Memphis. It has a population of aboyt 1,000 and is the center of an ex=
clusively Wegro colony of some 4,000 persons, the members of whioch own about 30,000
acres of land.which for the most part 1s cut up into farms conteining from 40 to 80
acres. 1o white man has over lived in this community since it was eatablished except

the man who introduced the tolephone systen and he remained only long enough to teach

iy
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some of the towmspoople hoﬁ Yo manage the exchenge. There are some t-wenty stores and
& aumber of é«n\all shope in Che town which do an annual business of about a million dole
lars & yoer. The express business at Mound Bayou amounts to over (200 & monthe The
reilroad station i1s the Eenth in importance between IHewphis and Vioksburg. According
to & writer In the Planters’ Journal, the railroed traffic amounts to over 340,000 a
yeers  Thore are six churches vand three schools in the tomn.
. The business interests of the town and commnity comter in the Bemk of Méund Bayou
organized March, 1904, with a capital stock of 15110,‘000; Since that time the bank i:a_a
grown and hes become an Important business factor in that aection of I,xississi’jppi; it
now counts amang'its correspondents, banks in Vieksburg, Memphis, amd I.c;uis‘»*illo, to=
gather with the Natiomal Bank of Commerce of St. Lomis sand the National Reserve Bank
of the City of Wew Yorks. An officer of the former imstitution, Mr. Bugene Snowden,
in a letber to me referring to this and another Nesro bank writes: YIt hos been my
pleasure to lend them $30,000 & yesr and their busineés has becz:z handled to my entire
satisfaction’, . | |

The most remeriable business achievement in Mound Bayou is the §100,000 oil mill.'
The enterprice is the reoult of the efforts of the Mississipoi Utate Nesro Business A.
League to build in the heart of the South & congtructive industrial eﬁterpriso. It

stands as & testimonial to the increasing sbility of the Negro along businoss lines.



