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rreras will attermnpt to
113.3 feet, alded only
a lift batioon to help

Survivor plans to retire,

help kids as a volunteer

ROSEWOOD

From LA

“It repews my faith in my
government,” Mortin sad while
she held her check at a news
conference Friday and kissed her

attorney, Richard Ryles. “It closes

the door on something that went
very wrong in my life.”

.Mortin, 79, plans to use the
money “to live on.” She plans to
retire from her job as a home-care
nurse but only

after she finds a
suitable re-
placement for
her patient, a
homebound

amputee. Then
she, plans to do

volunteer work

with children.
Mortin

knew nothing of py(es

the legislature’s

plan to compensate Rogewood vic-

tims until she read about it in The

Paim Beach Post.

After reading that Gov. Chiles
had signed the law in May, she told
a lawyer friend at-church that she,

too, was a Ropsewood survivor..
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‘It closes the door

on something that
went very wrong in
my life.’

ROBIE MORTIN
Rosewood massacre survivor

That lawyer referred her to Ryles,
a personal injury and medical mal-
practice lawyer at Schuler, Witker-
son, Halvorson & Williams in
West Palm Beach. »

Her interest in Rosewood was
clear from the beginning, Ryles
said. “She came . . . with a bag full
of articles.” :

Because there were no birth
records from Rosewood, Ryles
used stories Mortin told him about
Rosewood and her family and in-
formation gathered by history pro-
fessors at Florida A&M University
to prove she was a survivor.

Ryles did the work free, as did
the Tallahassee law firm that origi-
nally brought the Rosewood claim
to the legislature.

“We always get knocked for
being money-grubbers,” said

. 3

Ryles, who volunteered 75 hours
of time. “It’s mice to do something
for someone who hasn't had the
finer things in life.” 5

Lawyer Steve Hanlon of Hoi-
land & Knight's Tallahassee office,
said his firm spent eight months
evaluating the Rosewood case ba.
fore deciding whether to bring thie
claims bill before the legislature’
Hanlon prepared the bill. His co:
worker, Martha Bamnett, shep-
herded it through the process. - -

Because there was no prece:
dent for a compensation bill from
another state, the attorneys pat-
terned the claim after the Japanese

_teparations act, which established

1 hmited account for victims £o tap.
The legislature passed the biff
on a 26-14 vote after members of

-the black caucus thraatened (o

withhold support on other legisia:
ton. . : .

. “It was an enormous amount
of work,” said Hanlon, who hedds
Hoiland & Knight's commuriity
services team. But as legal work
goes, it doesn’t get much more
rewarding. S

“I've got the best job in the
firm,” Hanlon said. “No question
about it.” S P
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'PUBLIC AUCTION

U.S. CUSTOMS SEIZED MERCHANDISE

INVENTORY OBTAINED FROM U.S. CUSTOMS SUPPORT RIVISION PLUS OTHER GENERAL ORDER

LAMPS, BRONZE
: BEKINS MOVING & STORAGE ~ | &.f

2001 AUSTRALIAN AVE, RIVIERA BEACH
DIRECTIONS: 1-95 EXIT BLUE HERON BLVD, GO EAST 2 MILES TO
AUSTRALIAN AVE, TURN RIGHT TO BEKINS

SATURDAY. DECEMBER 3RD AT 1PM ﬁ

MERCHANDISE WHICH CONSTITUTE THE MAJORITY OF GODS OFFERED AT THIS AUCTION.

JEWELRY, HAND MADE ORIENTAL RUGS, FINE MAHOGANY
FURNITURE, PAINTINGS, ORIENTAL ART, TIFFANY STYLE
SCULPTURES, JADE, PORCELAIN

AUCTION TO BE HELD AT:
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