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SPEECH !

HON. AMASA WALKER. .;

ON

THE INDEMNITY BILL.

DELIVERED IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, FEB. 18, 1863.

COTTON, NOT SLAVERY, y
THE ON. -

Mr. SpeAkER:. A great deal is said in this House and elsewhere on the causes
whi¢h have led to the rebellion now in progress in'the United States. No
subject, perhaps, is more dwelt. upon, and none, in truth, is more deserving of
attention. To know the catse of our existing difficulties or disturbances is to
learn the nature of that difficulty; and when we have ascertained its nature
the remedy is easily found.

But it often happens in all great revolutions or ¢hanges in national affairs,
that while many causes may have conspired to bring it about, there is one para.
mount to all others, one without which all other causes in operation would have
been insufficient to produce the grand result. If I mistake not, this is eminently
true in regard to the great struggle in which the American lpeople are now in- l

volved ; for while it cannot be denied that many previously existing cireum-

stances had created disaffection in the southern States, it is to my mind clear

and palpable that it is to one cause, mainly, that we owe this outbreak.
It may be expected that I shall say thatslavery is that one great cause. No, '.

eir; it was not slavery but cotton which brought about the rebellion, -
My objeet at this time will be to show, as briefly as I may, the truth of this

statement and the lesson which it teaches, But fvcnnnot. Jv;) this without first

examinfog the position which this wonderful article, cotton, holds in the com-

merce of the world. It has been called king, Regarded as an article of com-

merée, and as one of the principal necessities of mankind, it well deserves the

title; because it is that commodity from which clothing is made, in whole or

in part, for almost the entire human race,

UNIVERSAL DEMAND FOR COTTON.

There are onlg four articles of any considerablé importance used in the man-" ,
ufdeture of clothing. These are wool, silk, flax, and cotton; two animal and
two vegetabledprosuctions. The first of these, though quite indispensable in
the high latitudes, is only partially available in the lower, and ean be used But
little in the tropies. Silk, while an article from which beautiful and elegant
fabrics ean be made, is not adapted to general use, and being, like wool, an .
animal product, cannot be furnished in sufficient quantity or at so low a rate ‘
as to be made available for the greater part of mankind. Flax being a vege-
table ‘production, and its culture adnptec?to a great variety of soils and climat.
might dgubtleu be produced in any desired quantity; but, like silk, it wonela
but partially meet the wants of that large portion of the tﬁopulnt.ion of the .
globe where snows and frost prevail a considerable partof the year.

After looking at these several commodities then, we find that an article is
neéded which shall as nearly as possible, combine the peenliar Prop«rtiu and
advantages of all of them ; one tmt can be cheaply bountifully produced,
and that may most readily be converted into clothing having, at pleasure, the
warmth of wool, or'the élégance or lightness of silk or linen. Cotton we find
to be just that article combining in a most wonderful degree the advantages of
wool, silk, and flax, The earth has one thousand million inhabitants, and each
and every one of these need cotton, There is no exception. Not, indeed, that,
human beings cannot possibly exist without it, but their welfare and happiness
are promoted by its use.
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the national domain free soil for frge men, she will gend ninety thousand
more.

So far as my own particular constituents are concerned, I do not hesitate to
declare that they cordially indorse the proclamation of emancipation ; that
they are in favor of the most vigorous and persistent prosecution of the war,
and utterly opposed to all compromises and concessions whatsoever.

INDEMNITY TO THE EXECUTIVE.

Now, Mr. Speaker, with this general and somewhat extended view of the
immediate and chief cause of the rebellion, I think we are prepared to appre-
ciate the position of the Executive at its commencement, and realize the em-
barrassments in which he was involved. A rebellion for such a cause as I
have described must of necessity assume a most violent and desperate char-
acter; and, if successfully opposed at all, must be met with energy and de-
cision. The capital swarmed with persons inimical to the Government, treason
lurked in all the Departments, and traitors blustered in the streets, defying
the civil power, and communicating all its plans and designs to the enemy.

Under such circumstances, what ought the President of the United States to
do? Stand still and allow the work of destruction to go on without an effort
to preventitf Stand still and permit treason to accomplish its horrid workt
Clearly, the President should do no such thing; and, in the faithful discharge
of his constitutional duties, he commenced the arrest of those who by their
overt acts gave evidence of their intention to aid in overthrowing the Gov-
ernment. These he incarcerated in the forts and prisons of the Republic. The
voice of the nation ratified his doings. There could be no objection, and
amongst earnest and loyal men there was no objection to this procedure on the
part of the President. Numerous arrests were made.. Many officers, of course,
were employed in making these arrests, and they acted as, under such circum-
stances, executive officers must act, accordingfto their discretion. That they
might err in judgment in certain cases is very probable; that they might in-
carcerate innocent persons is very possible; but there is no good reason to be-
lieve that this was the case to any considerable extent. Mistakes might occur,
accidents might happen, amid the hurry and excitement incident to a state of
war; but that there was any intention to interfere with the liberty or rights
of any loyal citizen, no man who understands the character of the President
will believe.

We are called upon by this bill to indorse the Executive, and grant indem-
nity to him and those acting under his orders. Does any honest man doubt
that we ought to do this? Nay, more, does any one doubt that every con-
sideration of duty, every sentiment of honor, every dictate of patriotism, de-
mands that we should pass this bill§ . Should we not shield from injury those
who, in the darkest hour of our adversity, were called upon to discharge the
most painful ‘but imperative duties? Certainly. No generous heart can feel
any other than sincere sympathy for public servants who, in the exercise of
their appropriate functions, may have incurred penalties or laid themselves
open to malicious prosecutions from those who, if they had their legal de-
serts; would not now be in a position to annoy and harass loyal officers’ of
the Government.

Sir, we have heard the President demounced as a “tyrant!” Abraham
Lincoln a tyrant! Never was there a greater misnomer. There is nothing
of the tyrant about him. His idiosynecrasies are not in that direction. If
in this matter he has erred at all, the verdict of impartial history will be, as
I fully believe, that he was too lenient towards political offenders.

I confess, Mr. Speaker, that I have little charity for those who are carping
at the action of the Government towards those whose conduct has exposed
them to the suspicion of sympathy with treason, True men are seldom sus-
pected. When a Government is just and humane, when it has no desire, as
it can have no motive, to persecute, when it is even reluctant to arrest and
punish the treacherous and ' disloyal, there is little danger indeed that any
innocent person will' be oppressed ; and 'if, perchance, amid the turmoil and
confusion incident to civil war, a few such should suffer, it is a matter for
which we may well feel regret, but to' prevent the possibility of which we
should never imperil for a moment the existence of ‘a great nation.

With such views, I have no hesitation in giving my hearty support to the
bill, as eminently proper and strictly just.
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