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PERRY AT HELM

A&M: A Separate Course

TALLAHASSEE B — As
Jong as white society merely
tolerates blacks there’s plenty
of justification for the contin-
ued separate existence of
Florida State University and
Florida A&M University in
the same city says A&M Pres-
ident Benjamin L. Perry.

Perry, 51, said he realizes
‘one of his major challenges
will be to resist merger with
FSU, a huge university less
than five miles away.

Some legislators and state
officials, pressed with tight
budgets, feel it would make
(sense — economical and so-
cial — to merge the two
schools.

A&M STAYS autonomous,
Perry said, “‘as long as the at-
titude is one of toleration
‘rather than acceptance of

iblacks, as long as the attitude

is tokenism rather than equal-
|ity, as Tong as there’s still a
' gap in the educational prepa-
‘ration of a dlscermble seg-
the population.”

“Tlis may disappear, but

much of it depends upon ‘
L“1'(“§1tude of society. M }’:‘Eﬁ

gains we have made have
been tl;rrough the courts,”
Perry said in an interview.
Perry, appointed by the
Florida Board of Regents to
succeed long-term President
George Gore, will be inaugu-
rated next Saturday.

HE ALREADY has made
his imprint on the university
with a so-called ‘“youth move-
ment” among his adm1mstra-

| tors.
| Several veteran administra-
tors have either retired or re-
turned to teaching since
Perry assumed office.
They’ve been replaced by
men under 40 who, Perry has
said privately, bring with-
them imagination and ideas.

“I might not be able to keep .

up with them,” he once joked.

Florida A&M was estab-
lished in 1887 as an institution
for Negroes. It has been

predommantly Negro ever
since, although it now has

_several white professors and

some white students.

PERRY THINKS the school
offers a good educational op-
portunity for both races, espe-
cially those who because of
weak educational achieve-
ment are turned down by
other institutions.

“There's mno justification
here of just being a black in-
stitution,” Perry said.

A&M, Perry said, offers op-
portunity for ‘blacks and

whites who have been refused

the opportunity for higher
education because of man-
made tests that are objective
in nature in evaluating apti-
tude, but fail to evaluate mo-
tivation and the wil to
achieve.”

“AND THIS is FAMU’s role
today and this is the justifica-
tion for two universities,” he
said.

Perry has the helm of a uni-
versxty whose enrollment this

year is expected to- reach

15,000. One of his goals was to

establish quick communica-
tions with students. Students

‘often call him at home or

visit.
Many of the students are

'determined that A&M stay
' separate and autonomous, he

said.

Perry said they have ex-
pressed concern over a recent
cooperative agreement with
FSU through which students

‘attending one institution can

go to classes at the other, and

; get credit.

A&M WAS troubled by stu-
dents demonstrating following
the assassination of Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. in 1968.

Perry was asked to com-
pare the mood of students
then and now.

“Tt’s a little early to tell,”
he said. “I think they may be
somewhat miffed about our
lack of progress in the area of
housing. They want a little bit
more speed in terms of the
relevancy of education. And
some question the cooperative

*
agreement. They see it as the
first means of getting us to
phase out.”

Perry grew up in Tallahas-
see, near A&M. He lives in a
gray brick house near the
campus. He has a wife, nick-
named “Nicki,” and a daugh-
ter, Kim.

PERRY JOGS before he

goes to work. He runs from
the front door of his home, to
the foothall stadium, around
the stadium and back home —
about a mile.: r

Perry said he learned the
importance of keeping
mentally and physically ready
when he was in officer train-
ing school in the Army, where
he had to compete with whites
and survive.

His class started with 200
candidates, 13 of them blacks. |
The graduation class con-
tained 102 — 11 of them
blacks.

“T happened to be one of the
blacks that survived, out o
pure grit,” Perry observed. |



