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: By Pam Roberts
-~ AFRO Staff Writer
NEW. BRUNSWICK, N.J.:

~ Lenox Hinds, executive

director  of the National

Conference of Black Law-

yers (NCBL) has been or-

dered to appear before a

legal ethics committee to

explain  statements he
made during a press con-
ference in which he chided
proceedings in the Joanne
Chesimard trial. -
,In a letter addressed to

N

ne's lawyer told.

Lenox Hmds . by - .]‘J‘avfd.‘

Foley, a member of the,

Middlesex = County  legal
ethics committee, - the
NCBL head was informed
‘hat he may be disciplined
for violating ' rules - which
govern attorneys’ conduct.
At the Jan. 20 press con-
ference, Hinds, who is rep-
resentin~ “ Mec ' Chonipe 3
in a federal civil suit
against the conditions of

(Continuéﬁ on Pé;ge 2)

When Ms. 1ar
Defense Councsel, William
Kunstler, _

| Appleby of the ethics com

¢ mittee  hearing -the judge
| said it was “great.”

: The commiliee -became

“aware of Hinds’ statements

after they received news-

| paper articles in which the

| statements appeared.
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lher ¢ ‘ :
‘| erwise - all male Middlesex
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the oth-

onfinement in

County jailhouse, ~called
her criminal -trial a ‘‘trav-
esty” and legalize. lynch-

ing.” The. presiding judge

in Ms., | .
nal - trial is Superior Court

{ Judge Theodore Appleby.

Ms¢ Chesimard is facing

“* Hinds <2id fhe

; ;\icom‘plaint has been lodged
against € f

-} matter was just something
lthe” committee was

I murder and attemp@ed
! murder.-charges stemming
d from allegations. that: she

took-part in a May 2, 1973

4 shoot-out on the N.J. Turu-
| pike. Killed in the incident
& were™ James

Costan, a
passenger in the car with
Ms. Chesimard and N.J.

il State Trooper - Werner
% Foerster. Inai VIR e

Another trooper. James

| Harper, and the defendant
1 were wounded.

Hinds disclosed the con-

! tenfs of Foley’s letter to an

andience at a fund-raising
affair for' Ms. Ghesima~d’s
defense fees at the Rutgers
Universitv ~ Student . Center
m Feb. 28.

e told of

the groun

ot 175 - largely ~college

students. *‘T would not be
eble to live with myself if I

conld see iniustice and
.[-*urn my back.”

"Chesimard’s

informed Judge

Foley said 1o formal

Myers.  and the

ents

Chesimard’s crimi-

hearing

~i have been held have mnot

i
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before - the - committee was
“the first step in the 'state’s -
“attempt -~ to; - intimidate .=
Jawyers who stand’ up for
the - truth s sein s g e
* Hinds is not representing .-
Ms. Chesimard in the *
criminal trial. @ ..

Lewis Myers, an NCBL
general counsel, will renre-
sent Hinds at the. ethics =
committee hearing. Myers .
is also one of the four at--
torneys defending - Ms.
Chesimard in her murder
trial. : -4

Myers said he takes the
charges  seriously because °
they -may - have -led to
Hinds’: disardment, The
ordered appearance hefore
the 10-member commitiee,
he said,”is an ‘“‘attempt to
censor’” Hinds  and denv
him of his ‘first amend-
ment  tights,”’ freedom of
speech. The attorney said
he wants a “‘speedv hear-
ing” but ‘did. not know
when it wonld be held. -

The NCRI, attnrnev said
that. becanse Hinds is not
directly invelved with the
murder trial he “felt free
to-make . oniniong.”” Mvers
said the committee’s action
mav 24ect Ms. Chesi- ~
mard’s trial because Hinds
is a principal fund-raicer
‘for the Assata Shakur De-
fense  Commiftee (Assata-
Shakur-is Ms. Chesimard’s,
relicious name. “She iz a!
muslim) s S haamsys
“The . fund-raisers’ that -

i

grosded enough monev to
pay for expert witnesses,
office space and a secre-
tarv, -according to Myers.
“The Feb. 28 event raised
less than: $200 and a vre-
“vious affair held on Rut-
gers . University’s  Liv-
“ingston  College =~ campus.
" featuring poetry hv Ossie
Davis and Ruby Dee. pro-
duced a similar figure.
Myers said that he is in
the process of “onlline to-
gether a nationwide steer-
ing committee of lawvers.”
Deperndine on the outcorue
of Hinds’ hearing - this
steerire - committee  will

in-

consider filing a federal ac-
tion in the U.S District
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