














The University has come under attack for its recent disciplinary
action which resulted in the suspension of two students for an indefinite
period, and the placing of some thirty-five others on strict probation.
The allegations seem to state in effect that these students, especially
the two suspended indefinitely, have been denied their civil rights. The
University expressly denies these allegations because, in its considered
opinion, they have no basis in fact.

Though the University, as is probably true of any institution so
structured, is in sympathy with the goals sought by the students subjected
to discipline, it cannot and must not permit its feeling of kinship to
outweigh the demands of law and order. The University has afforded its
protection, does afford its protection, and will afford its protection to ail
who choose to operate within the framework of the law. The University
will not lend its official sanction to conduct adjudged to be ;wiliully
violative of law and order, 1If the ends are proper, the means employed
to realize them must likewise be pProper. It seems obvious that
demonstrations, if they are peaceable, are within the framework of the
Constitution. It seems equally obvious that wilful civil disobedience is
outside the pale of law and order~-and, therefore, is not to be condoned,

The first paragraph of the United States Constitution announces as
one of the twin purposes of justice and order the insuring of “domestic
tranquility”. As dedicated and thoughtful persons, then, we must under-
stand that order is no less an essential part of law than justice, and civil

duties are no less basic than civil rights. Lawlessness, however ethical



the motive, breeds lawlessness on both sides and in many directions.

It may quickly get out of the control of those who initiated it in a minor
way, as has already been demonstrated by isolated but serious incidents
which have occurred on and off campus, and turn into uncontrolled
hysteria.

We must select, almost without deliberation, the methods which
have been outlined by the United States Constitution=-"the right of people
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the government for a redress of
grievances." We do not want and do not need senseless frenzy and random

civil disobedience.









