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INTRODUCTION

At the request of the Board of Education and administration of the Topeka
Public Schools, the Bureau of Educational Research of the University of Demver, in
cooperation with the citizens and staff of Topel;a, has completed a study of schocl»l
building needs. " This is the report of that study.

The report has four major sections.

1. Community Growth )

2. Buildings for Learning P

3. Financing Education for our Community

4. Recommendations - Buildings, Sites, Financing.

~Both the School Board and the sch'ool administration have constantly engaged
in action programs designed to carry out pertinent phases of this study as data
and recommendations have been made. In oﬁr opinion both the administration and
Board have shown the kind of community lead;rship in moving forward the interests
of public education that is highly commendable., As a result of this continuous
proéram of action in acquiring sites, renovating buildings, and beginning con-
struction based upon information developed as a result of this cooperative study,
this report is partly a record of actions taken and partly a look to the future,
with recommendations. for actions to be taken.

A re;ort' of this type can become a valuable basis for a program of action
to meet the impact of the rising tide of school enrollment, although it will
require periodic review. The need for review might be occasioned by the sudden
announcement of a big block of new homes being located adjacent to a proposed

site that at present appea.ré to be in an area that may not develop for some time



or the cancellation of a housing development could have the opposite effect on i
a situation that now appears to be developing rapidly. This does not lessen the ,»
importance of long-range planning, since a point of reference is a must in a
program of progress.
A report such as this, embodying long-range plans, must be supplemented
by continuous study and review in relation to the planning of specific buildings
or the selection of specific sites. Such study and planning can best be accom=
plished by the Topeka School administration with necessary consultant service.
The recommendations made in the study represent the professional judg= \
ment of the staff of the Bureau of Educational Research. ..Since »the intent is
to identify areas of weakness as 2 basis for making improvements, this report
has a critical tone. All criticisms, suggestions, and recommendations are
intended as constructive. The Survey Staff wishes to acknowledge the fine
cooperation and contributions made by a great many individuals and groups
within the community. Interviews, discussions, and meetings have been held
with groups and individuals so numerous it is difficult to 1ist them by name.
Their contributions were made freely in the interest of improved educatioxial‘
opportunities for the children of Topeka, Kansas. A listing of the various

committees, work groups, and individuals follows.




COMMUNITY COOPERATION WITH THE 1956 BOND PROGRAM AND THE STUDY

This project has been a cooperative endeavor between school people and

laymen to do some long-range planning which will be benmeficial to the children

of this community as well as the taxpayers. Many people have participated in

this project. It would be impossible to name all of the persons who have

helped with this proj}ect. However, some of the committee members will be .

mentioned as a matter of record. Someone has said, "What the wisest and best

parent wants for his child, that ‘should the entire community want for all of

its children." It is in this spirit that all of the com;nittees have given of

their time and energy. To them we are deeply grateful.

PUBLIC SCHOOL BOND ELECTION and CAMPAIGN OF INFORMATION .

. The Advisory Committee

Mrs. Franklin Corrick « « « &
Hr.ArtLaRne....-..w
Mr. Maurice E. Fager. « « « «
Mr. Roy L. Johnson, JTe « « »
The Right Rev. Msgr. Valleley
Mr., F. B. Conrad . . .
Mr. Varren S. Miller .
Mr., J. N. Landreth . .
Dr. Will Heminser . .
Mr. Robert E. Russell . .
Mr. Ray Umbarger . . « «
Mr, Art Fletcher . . .
Dr. Clyde Trees . « « «
Mr., Charles D. Johnson .

e o o ® o o o o

Mr, Harry Dembickd .
Mr. Ed Love e o o o o
Mr, Jim Reed . . . o«
Mr, Stan Stauffer . .
Dr. Ruth Friedrick .
Dr. Eugene D. Nelson
Dr. Kenneth Carlscn .
Colonel Richard Dick
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Parent-Teacher Association
Organized Labor

Topeka Chamber of Commerce
Junior Chamber of Commerce

The Catholic Churches
Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company
Southwestern Bell Telephone Company
Santa Fe Railway

Menninger Foundation

Topeka Bar Association

Topeka Council of Churches

The Negro Population

Shawnee County Medical Society
Iife Underwriters Association
Topeka Insurors _

Topeka Realtors

Capper Publications

Stauffer Publications

league of Women Voters
Optomeric Society

Shawnee County Dental Society
Forbes Air Base
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The Action Committee

General Chairma.n‘

Mr, Harold Jasperson
Mrs., Al Henry, Co-Chairman

Area Chairmen
Mrs. Victor Hawkins
Mr. Dennis Payne
Dr. Perdue Graves
Miss Helen Hocker

Mr. Howard Robinson
Mrs. Dorothea Pellett

Publicity Counsel

The Emerson Advertising Agency

Bond Advisors

Carl Houseworth, Representing a Topeka Syndicate

Junior High School Curriculum Committee

Dr. Giles Theilmann, Co-Chairman
Mr. Paul Boatwright, Co-Chairman
Mrs. Ernest Shiner . .
Mr. James T. Walters .
Mr., Paul Fink , o . . .
Mr. Robert Swan . . . .
Mr. Marvin Johnson . .

School Administration
School Administration
School Board
Elementary Teachers
Secondary Teachers
Boswell Junior High
Capper Junior High
Crane Junior High
Curtis Junior High
East Topeka Junior High
Holliday Junior High
Roosevelt Junior High
Administrative Staff
Administrative Staff
Administrative Staff
Administrative Staff
Administrative Staff
Administrative Staff
Administrative Staff
Administrative Staff
Administrative Staff

Mr, Louis Heil . . . . .
Mrs., Marion E. Martin .
Mrs. Dale H, Barr . . .
Mr., John Robert Warner .
Mr. Carl Houseworth . . .
Mr. P. W, Chamness . . .
Mr.coJ.HcKeeQ'. .
Miss Mabel Karr . . . .
Mrs. Dorothea Pellett . .
Miss Robena Pringle . .
Mr. Walter Russell . .
Mrs. Helen H. Sutherin .
Miss Katherine A, Tucker
Mr, Quentin Groves . . .
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Topeka Board of Education Members a7

Dr. Richard Greer

Mr, Robert R. Schendel

Dr. Gordon A. Summers

Mr. Gerald K. Barker

Mrs. Ernest A. Shiner

Mr. Charles Sheetz

Mr, G. W. Snyder, Jr.

Mr. Fred W. Rausch, Jr.

Mr. Dennis Payne :

Mr., Merrill H. Werts

Mr, Wendell R. Godwin, Superintendent
Mr, James Porter, Board Attorney
Mrs. LaVon Armendariz, Clerk

Administrative Staff Members

Mr. Mose J. Whitson, Assistant Superintendent

Mr., T. A. Kerr, Business Manager i

Mr. Ed L. McNeill, Director of Operation & Maintenance Z

Dr. Giles Theilmann, Director of Instruction & Curriculum

Mr, Raymond F. Tilzey, Director of Pupil Accounting and Research

Mr. Quentin Groves, Supervisor of Health, Physical Eduncation & Safety
Mr. John Kelly, Assistant to the Business Manager X i
Mr. Alan Stewart, Director of Public & Professional Information

Miss Sylvia Nelson, Consultant for Elementary Education

General Building Committee

Dr. Gordon A. Summers .
Mr. William Wanamaker

Mrs. Gladys Tyler

Mr. Harold Jasperson

Mrs. Al Henry

Mr. Craig Irwin

Mr., Richard Dilsaver

Mr., Dan Bowser

Miss Maude Snyder

Mr. Ed McNeill

Miss Sylvia Nelson

Mr. Quentin Groves

Mr. Robert Kirk, Realtor

Mr, Bob Taggert .

Mr. M. J. Whitson, (Chairman)
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BUILDING EVALUATING COMMITTEES

Boswell Junior High

Mr. Frank Vickers, Principal
Mr. Robert Swan

Mr. J. E. Pallesen

Mr. Ivan Frye

Mrs., Oliver Ebel

Mr. Oscar Ekdahl

Mr. Herbert Marshall

Mrs. Vail Dieter

Mr. Dee Erickson

Capper Junior High

Mr. James Phillippi, Principal
Mr. Lester Beisecker

Mr. Delmar Curry

Mrs. Philip Lautz

Mr. Marvin Johnson

Mr. Bill Secord

Mr., James Cushing

Mrs. Lester Parker

Mr. Milton Patterson

Crane Junior High

Mr. William Deitz, Principal
Mrs. J. O. Hastings

Mr, William Hamilton

Mrs. Harry Cook

Mrs. Clyde Bracken

Mr. Don Hillrichs

Mrs. Erle Francis

Mrs. Claude Shortman

Curtis Junior High

Mr. Charles Hadley, Principal
Mrs. Alice Myers

Mrs. Marion Martin

Mrs. Helen Daniels

Mr, Burt Deller

East Topeka Junior High

Mr. Philip E. Oyler, Principal
Mrs. Dale Barr

Mrs. Glen Morford

Mr. Francis Myrick

Mrs. J. B. Anderson

Mrs. Ted Drescher

Mrs. John W. Richardson

Mr, Dale Walker

Holliday Junior High

Mr. Don P. Dittemore, Principal
Mrs. Charlotte Shaffer

Mrs. Lois C. English

Mr. Anthony T. Palubinski

Mr., Max Packard

Mr. Reno Drescher

Mr. Kenneth Owens

Roosevelt Junior High

Mr. Paul Boatwright, Principal
Mrs. Raymond Williams

Mrs. Frank McGrath -

Mr. H. W. Schoenfeldt

Mrs. Bill Lauterbach

Mr. Fred Meinholdt

Mr. Rudolph Eldien

Mrs. William White

Mr. ¥W. J. Edmonston

Mr. R. V. ﬂolberg
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BUILDING EVALUATING COMMITTEES

Buchanan

. Miss Eva Montgomery, Principal

Rev, A. L. Reynolds
Mrs. Marjorie Green
Mrs. Grace Thurman
Mrs. Byron Lewis

Central Park

Mr, Kenneth Timken, Principal
Mrs. Lloyd Schwartz

Mrs. Joe Babicld

Mr, Kenneth Marti

Mr. Edward Below

Mrs, Edward Below

Mrs. Herbert Nunemaker

Mrs. Grace Border

Clay

Mr, Walter Cormack, Principal
Mrs. Omar Jones

Mr. Don Depew

Mr, George Gladfelter

Mrs. George Gladfelter

Mr, Luther Osborn

Crestview

Mr, Joe Evans, Principl
Mr. Paul Wolfe

Mr. Don Hogue

Mrs. Leon Manck

Mrs, Harry Corby
Mr. George Hughes

(Elementary)

Gag

Mr, Delbert Graham, Principal
Mr. Emerson Smith

Mrs. Eugene Rabe

Mrs. Charles Blakely

Mrs. Norlan Foster

Mr. Rueben Dalbec

Mr, Thomas Laundon

Mrs. L. P, Morris

Grant

Mr. Ira Hunt, Principal
Mr, Loran Turner

Mr, Arthur Price

Mrs. Wesley Duncan
Mrs. Robert Késsler
Mrs. Arthor Shutts
Mrs, Catherine Mathews
Mrs, Clyde Matney

La!azetto

Mr. Donald Culley, Principal
Mrs. Alfred E. Workman

Mrs. W. V. Peak

Mrs, Marion E. Longstaff
Mrs. Delmer E. Cook

Mr. William Newman

Mr, Hilton R. Metzger

Lincoln

Mr, Allen Ecord, Principal
Rev. Bernard Hurd

Mr, Leamen Hamilton

Mrs, Leamen Hamilton

Mrs., Ramona Serrano

Mrs. Helen Copeland

Mrs. Frances Toscone

Mrs, Marina Perez

LV



Lowman Hill

Mr. Lloyd Rages, Principal
Mrs. Elbert Fly

Mr. Melvern Coberly

Mr. Prentice Townsend

Mr. Marvin Larson

Mr. Eugene Sanneman

Mrs. Frances Meehan

Monroe
xRS

Mr. J. B. Holland, Principal
Mrs. Ermin Frey

Mr. C. D. Wilson

Mrs. C. Do Wilson

Mr. Charles Butcher

Mrs. Charles Butcher

Mrs. Ileen Jenkins

Oakland

Mr. Herbert Lundgren, Principal
Mrs. James Zimmerman

Mr. Robert Schendel

Mrs. Walter Aley

Mrs. Max Packard

Mrs. Tom Hummer

Mr, James Roe

Parkdale

Mr. Temple Sheldon, Principal
Mr. Willard Voigt

Lt. Col. George Shackelford
Mrs. Ernest Lyon

Mrs. Glenn Morford

Mr. Harold Williams

Mrs. Edward Marcotte

Mrs. Norman Snyder

Mrs. Chester Holloway

Polk

Mr. Everett Cook, Principal
Mr., Gerald Stamm . y
Mr. Don Hillrichs

Mr. Joe Nolan

Mr. Edward Rooney

Mrs. Eslayman Hamund

Mrs., Samuel Horkman 2
Mrs. Anthony Basile-

Mr, William Kennedy ;
Mrs. Rodney Loughmiller

Potwin

Mr. Milton Poort, Principal
Mr. Harry Dembicki

Mr. Ray Browning

Mr. Milo Sloo

Mr. Merrit Buffon

Mrs. Orville Clark

Mrs. Elon Torrence

Mrs. V. G. Nordstrom

Mrs. Glenn Paden

Quincy

Mr. Robert Loomis, Principal
Mrs. William A. Smith

Mr., Lester Owens

Mrs. Hilton Metzger

Mr. Nathan A. Bramlett

Mrs. Millard L. Burrell
Mrs. Arnold Meyer

Mrs. Marion E. Martin

Mr. Earl Evans

Qui. nton Heights

Mr. George Goebel, Principal
Mr, Francis Heise

Mr, Chester Carr

Mrs. Donald Hasty

Mr. Ross Laybourne

Randolph

Mr. Stanley Stalter, Principal
Mr., Harry Senne

Dr. Perdue Graves

Mrs. Clovis Bowen

Mr, Paul Heinz

Mrs. Fred Conger

Mrs. Victor Hawkins

Southwest

Mr., Frank Wilson, Principal
Mr, John Washburn

Mrs. Charles Clevenger

Mr. Jack Bradley

Mrs. John Atkinson

Mr. Dale Buchanan
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State Street

Mr, Harold Bartley, Principal
Mrs. Agnes Trayler

Mrs. Floyd Young

Mrs. James Dugan

Mrs. Fred English

Mrs. Robert Shaffer

Mr. Clifford Norman

Mrs. Sam Baker

Stout

Miss Gertrude Losey, Principal
Dr. Robert Menninger

Mr. Richard Dilsaver

Mr., Bob Rodgers

Mrs. Keith Baird

‘Sumner

Miss Mary Call, Principal
Mrs. Archie Tucker

Mrs, John Whiteman

Mr, Willis Lundgren

Mrs. Barl Grandmontagne
Mrs. Leroy Ott

Mr. Charles Lindeman

Van Buren -

Mrs. Edna Diegel, Principal
Mrs. Raymond Pope

Mrs. George Gill

Mrs. Elmer Howard

Mr, C. Delbert Burkhardt

Washington

Mr, Merrill Ross, Principal
Mrs. Charlotte Bailey

Mrs. Gladys Powell

Mr. Arnell Powell

Rev. Alonzo Fitch

-Mrs. Rena Johnson

Mrs., Pearl Anderson

Highland Park Elementary Schools

Mr, C. P. Wetlaufer, Principal
Mr. Je We Tolin

Mrs. Harold Newell

Mr. William Stone

Mr. Herb Nutter

Highland Park High School

Mr. Barney Hays, Principal
Mr. Charles Tietgen
Avondale Schools

Mr. Paul Shaner, Principal
Mr, Arthur Curtis
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Urban Renewal Officer -

Mr, Frank S, Rice

Planning Commission

Mr, Darrel Clark, Director of City Planning Board
Mr., Byron K. Wood
Mrs, Joseph Satten

School Sites

Mr. Robert Kirk, Realtor
Mr, M. J. Whitson
Mr., Raymond Tilzey

Highway Department

Mr. C. Frank Virr o
Mr, Walter Johnson 7
Mr., H. O. Reed

Mr. Robert Willis

Mr. R. 0. Skoog

Special thanke are due to Mr. Raymond Tilzey, Director of Accounting and
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Research, for the many hours of work done by him before and during this study.
His advice and counsel has been invaluable toe those of us making the survey.,

It -has been a pleasure to associate with all of the above mentioned

T T .

persons both professionally and personally. Each of them has made a distinct

contribution to the total over-all study. Without their help this study would
have been.impossible.

The Survey Staff




SECTICN I
COMMUNITY GROWTH

The consideration of school problems, particularly those related to school
buildings must be viewed in the light of the total community pattern in which they
are set. Too frequently we see our problems with reference to the immediate future
or a particular building.

Public schools and their problems grow out of our democratic concept of
providing schools for the children of aliiof.zhe people, schools of the type and
extent that will serve the widely varying needs of each community's children.

Let us look at this problem as it relates to Topeka.

Topeka Metropolitan Growth

School population is related to general population and there is every
evidence that Topeka will continue to grow. No two authoritative reports or
estimates on its rate of growth or the size that it will reach by a given date
are exactly alike but there is agreement that it will continue to grow rapidly.

The persistent upward surge in population of the Topeka metropolitan area
is represented in Tgble I, showing growth from 53,727 persons in 1900 to an
estimated 135,000 in 1960.

The Topeka State Journal in the fall of 1955 quoted L. M. Van Doren of

Servis, Van Doren and Hazard as saying that the metropolitan area population
would number 135,000 to l#0,000 persons by 1970. This compares with an estimated

population of 106,976Ain 1955. Certain utilities, although their service areas
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are not quite the same as referred to in the Van Doren report, indicate that the
135,000 figure will'be reached by 1961 and that by 1966 the number will be 150,000.
The birth and death rates when exteﬁded and considered with the current in-migration
pattern yield figures comparable to the Van Doren estimate.

We are likely to think that this growth pattern of the post-war years cannot
continue and that there will not be the hundreds of new homes from which thousands
of children come. The féllowing, although not proof of what will happen in a
particular situation, pictures the general national population trend. Quoted from

Kiplinger Washington Letter, December 24, 1955:

A big building boom in the 60's is absolutely assurede...
You can project it from births and marriages, plus trends in
income,

Marriages are the major factor in the demand for new houses.
Marriages in the 50's, average 1.5 million, justify l.2 million
homes a year. Marriages in the 60's, rate of 2.1 million, mean
1.7 million homes a year. Marriages in the 70's, rate of 2.4
million, mean plus-2 million homes a year.

Add the facts of income, family undoubling, shift to suburbs.

' They are all on the plus side, and they all indicate unprecedented
boom.

It seems certain that the Topeka area is representative of one of the more
prosperous areas of the country and that its growth will be at least typical of

the nAtion. :

This is the kind‘;f-climate in which we work. It is difficult for those
of us who have‘lived through a less dynamic period in our history to believe that
these things are happeging, tﬁings that rapidly change the face of the neighbor-

hood, or city in which we live.
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Pupil Population
Effective planning for the acquisition of school sites and school buildings

must be based upon sound estimates of future pupil population to be served. Experi-
ence indicates that we prove to be conservative in such estimates.

The complex of factors that influences the growth ;:f a city tends to provide
stab:.l::.ty to g‘owth trends. 'I‘able II shows the enrollment history for Topeka and
areas annexed in 1957 (Avondale and Highland park). The years 1952-53 to 1957-58
are used because complete enrollment data was available. " There was -a total enroll-
ment of 13,767 in 1952, vh:.ch had increased to 18,547 in 195?. The yearly per cent
of pupils gained had fluctuated only sightly between a low of 5,40 per cent and a
high of 7.32 per cente : -

The enrollments have been estn.mated through the school year 1962-63. The
estimates are based upon rat:.os of advancement between grades shown in the history
from 1952 to 1957. " The estimates have been compared with other estimates based
upon various methods'of'predictibn and found to be accurate for building and site
planning purposes. Such a projection takes in:co account factors such as bifth.s,
deaths, iz.;;- and out-migration, failures and advancement between grades. The
enrollment estimates are conéerva.tive in the light of authoritative population

estimates for the Topeka areas

h
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[ TABLE II
TOPEKA PUBLIC SCEOOLS ACTUAL ENROLLMENTS
l AND ESTIMATED ENROLLMENTS®
o ) & ety - Per cent
School Kinder- Grades Grades Grades Total of
l Year garten 1-6 7-9 10-12 Gain
I 1952-53 1,842 7,457 2,649 1,819 13,767 .32
E 1953-54 1,760 8,220 2,852 1,933 14,775 6
L .28
l E 1954=-55 1,930 8,736 3,019 2,018 15,703 5.40
& | 1955-56 1,98k 9,238 3,208 2,032 16,552
r o = 5.58
| 3 1956=57 2,109 9,728 3,420 2,219 17,476
3 6.12
i 1957-58 2,252 10,250 3 482 2,563 18,547 i
, | 1958-59 2,310 10,741 3,785 2,796 19,632 L o
5 é 1959-60 2,103 11,143 4,285 2,818 20,349 5.86
31 1960-61 2,236 11,352 . 4,734 2,813 21,135
‘E 4032
! ‘: 1961-62 2,433 11,660 4,881 3.076 22,050 i
i {é 1962-63 2,777 12,147 4,008 3,489 23,321 i
i
“ S
k a 1963-64 2,884 12,757 5,224 3,728 24,593 5.45
I 1964-65 2,994 13,397, 5,560 3,983 25,934 5,46
1965-66 14,070 5,918 4,256

3,108

27,352

*This table includes Avondale and Highland Park.




Kindergarten Enrollments

Kindergarten enrollments increased from 1,842 pupils in the school year
1952-53 to 2,252 puf:ils in 1957-58 or a gain of 410 pupils, The next five years

to 1962 is estimated at a gain of 425 pupils, Table III indicates the history of

kindergarten enrollments and the estimated enrollments through the school year
1965-66. '

Elemen School Enrollments
Zlementary

Enrollments in grades 1-6 are shown in Table IV. Grades 1-6 enrollments
- increased from 7,457 Pupils in the school year 1952-53 to 10,250 pupils in 1957-58

for a gain of 2,793 pupils. An estimated gain of 2,897 Pupils is shown for the
five years from 1957 to 1962,

Junior High School Enrollments

Enrollments in grades 7=9 increased from 2,649 Pupils in the school year

1952-53 to 3,482 Pupils in 1957-58 or a gain of 833 pupils, The estimated gain for
grades 7-9 is 1,426 pupils for the five-year period from 1957 to 1962. This reflects
the movement through the grades of the large age groups that have been causing the
rapid growth in the elementary grades. Table V indicates both history and esti-
mation of future enrollments,

The junior high grades have experienced little of the stress on capacity
that the elementary grades have during the past ten Jears. The increased enréll-

ments in grades 7-9 will call for an increasing amount of attention to junior
high facilities,
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TABEE'IV y
TOPEKA PUBLIC SCHOOLS GRADES 1-6 ENROLLMENTS
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TOPEKA PUBLIC SCHOOLS GRADES 7-9
AND GRADES 10-12 ENROLLMENTS
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High School Enrollments

57

Enrollments in Grades 10-12 increased from 1,819 pupils in the school year
1952-53 to 2,563 pupils in the school year 1957-58 or a gain of 744 pupils. The
estimated gain for the five years from 1957 to 1962 is 926 pupils. This represents
primarily pupils already in the Topeka schools who will move forward into high
school. - |

Table V indicates the history'of enrollments in grades 10-12 from 1952-53

to 1957-58 and estimates through 1965-66.

Total Estimated Growth 1957 to 1965

The estimates, based upon Topeka's own history, indicates a total increase
of 8,805 pupils from 1957 to 1965. The remainder of thia.ieport is concerned with

the problem of providing sound and economical school buildings for these children.
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SECTION II

BUILDINGS FOR LEARNING

Introduction

The development of school buildings and facilities, placed to serve the
pupils most effectively, and provided with the greatest economy to the community,
calls fpr the most careful planning and intelligent decision making of any school
problems. It is essential to the sound development of any community to have
school sites properly located to serve the children. Sound planning and acqui-
sition of sites before land values sky-rocket with developments repfesents one of
the large economies that can be effected in providing needed educational facilities.

The planning of school buildings must be closely related to community
development and must keep pace with the increasing pupil-population. Sound school
building planning is based upon a broad picture of the entire community's educa-
tional facilities as well as study of the immediate area to be served by the'
school.

Studies of long range school site and building needs provide a framework
within which the School Board and administration can meet the school building needs
and serve the community with the greatest overall efficiency and economy; This :
report can serve as such a framework.

This section is presented in three major parts.

1. School Site Needs |

2. Buildiné C&nstrnctién and Fiﬂnn;es

3. Renovation and Remodeling of Existing Plant.



School Site Needs

-

The school site needs must be determined in relat:f.on éo existing school
buildings and the kind of community development that is possible within a given
area, |

A map is provided in the envelope at the end of this report locating existing

schools and identifying the sites referred to throughout this report.

Elementary School Site Needs

Careful study of the potential development of areas not now served by elemen-
taryséhoola indicated a need for school sites in t);e areas described in this sectijon.
A number of factors Mt be taken into consideration in locating school sites.

The following principles were kept in n;ind in shaping the proposed long-
range elementary school areas. ‘ |

1. The schools should be placed to serve as walking-distance schools in the

long-range plan for economy of operatioﬁ and to serve as c;ommunity centers

2. It is preferable to increase wa.lld.'né distances rather than have elemen-

tary school children cross main thoroughfares or railroads.

\

/ 3+ Acquisition of sites well in advance of housing development saves large\

sums of money for the school district.

. Extensions of Existigg Elementary Sites

Additions to some of the existing schools will require the expansion of
sites to accommodate the new classrooms and .increa.sed pupil load. Sound educa=-
tional programs require ample playground space for organized activities.

' Studies of the elementary school sites have indicated a need for extension

of the schools indicated in the following section.
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Qakland School occupies a very limited site of 2.6 acres. Since this school
serves almost 500 children, the site is entirely inadequate for a sound program.
This site and sch;oi will serve a considerable pupil population and it is imperative
that the site be expanded., It is the recommendation of the Survey Group that all
of the remaining property in the block where the school is located be acquired,

Sumner School occupies a very small site of 1.8 acres with residences
infringing upon two cofners of the site., The additional playground space which
could be provided by acquiring all of the residences on the block with the school
is urgently needed. It is recommended by the Survey Group that all of the property
on the block with thé school b? acquired, A

Qgggg School with an estimated capacity of 450 pupils is on a site of 2.6
acres, This site is too small to accommodate such a large student body. At
present the enrollment of 422 pupils crowds the site, and its effective use in
the future would be limited by the small site. The Survey Géoup recommends that
all of the residences on this block be acquired to get a more adequate school site.

Potwin School occupies a site of 2.2 acres with one residence infringing
on the half-block, Although a much larger site.would be desirable, the only solu-
tion seems to be to acquire the residences on the half-block shared by Potwin.
This still leaves a site too small to accommodate the estimated capacity of 438
pupils, but no other solution seems economically feasible.

Lowman Hill School was built on a new site at Eleventh and Mulvane, The
c;mbined old and new site would equal about 3 acres. Upon the recommendations of
the Survey Group this site was extended by acquiring seven properties.

Sheldon School site of approximatley 2.5 acres is extremely limited. Since

this school will have to provide both for its own immediate area and possibly pro-

vide some relief for Crestview it is recommended that the site be expanded to



14
provide the space that will be needed for the long-range additions to the school.

Highland Park North Elementary School, on a site of approximately 4,5

acres, serves one of the rapidly growing new areas of Topeka. As the capacity of
the present building is increased, additional land will be urgently needed. It
is recommended that 3 to 4 acres be acquired north of the present building.

Highland Park South Elementary School, on a site of 4.5 acres, also serves

a rapidly growing new area of the city. Since the building will require expansion
to meet future enrollment needs, it is recommended that 3 to 4 acres be acquired
directly east of the present site.

Avondale Southwest Site may in the long run serve a large pupil-population

extending as far southward as the highway by-pass. It is recommended that Avon-

dale Southwest Site be extended to 7% or 8 acres.

New Sites for Elementary Schools

Elementary Site No. 1. The area north and west of Gage Park is being
developed in moderate density residential housing. ~Children in this area now
attend Gage School. A school site is needed to serve the areas of Prospect Park,
West Hills, Highland Terrace and Sunset Terrace., Upon the recommendation of the
Survey Group a site has been acquired at Eighth and Morningside.

Elementary Site No. 2. The development of the area west of Fairlawn between
Tenth and Huntoon is not yet entirely predictable. It seems probable that there
will be a limited amount of commercial development in the area. It is recommended
that an elementary school site be acquired approximately three-fourths of a mile
directly north of McCarter School. This site might be considered in combination
with a junior high school site. (Junior High School Site No. 2)

Elementary Site No. 3. This site is recommended to serve the area west of

l
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the highway by-pass between Twenty-first and Huntoon. The development of this
area undoubtedly is some time awayj however the acquisition of sié;s well ahead
of development will save money for the Schoo;l.. District.

Elementary Site No. &. This site would serve the northeast gquarter section
of the area bounded by Twenty-first Street, Fairlawn, Twenty-ninth Street, and the
highway by-pass. This site should be large for two purposes.

1. To serve the area designated

2. To provide some possible relief for Crestview.

Elementary Site No. 3. This is also an area which will be developed some=-

time in the future. The area west of the highway by-pass between Twenty-first

and Twénty-ninth Streets will require an elementary site.

Elementary Site No. §. This site would serve a rapi»dly developing area
between Fairlawn and Gage Boulevard and between Shunganunga Creek on the north
and the highway by-pass on the south., This school will undoubtedly be a large
one in the long run, possibly serve as some relief for Crestview and for the area
just east of Gage Boulevard. (Note: This property has been acquired and the
McEcheron School is being planned.)

Elementary Site No. 7. The rapidly developing Knollwood area is the area
south of Twenty-ninth Street and west of Burlingame Road ‘a.nd needs a large elemen-

tary school site. This represents one of the immediate growth problems. There=-

' fore, it is recommended that a site be acquired in the vicinity of the area approxi-

mately 1,500 feet south of Twenty-ninth Street and 2,200 feet west of Burlingame
Road. (Note: This slté has been acquired in combination with Junior High Site
No. 2.) ' 7 o 5

Elementary Site No. §. A site is needed for the area bounded on the south

by the Turnpike, on the west by the railroad and on the nmorth by Thirty-seventh
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Street and on the southeast by the Turnpike. This site would provide relief for
the Avondale East Elementary School and accommodate the potenfial housing within
the area described. No specific suggestion can be made as to an exact location
at this time. A location in terms of the development should be determined.

Elementary Site No. 9. A site is recommended for the area bounded by the
Turnpike on the northwest, Adams Street on the west, and California on the east.
The rate of development in this area is difficult to predict but the long-range
need for a full-sized elementary school is foreseen.

Elementary Site No. 10. A site is needed in the area bounded by the Turn=-
pike on the northwest, California on the west, Thirty-seventh Street on the south,
and Iai:e Shawnee on the east. Of all the areas southeast of the Turnpike, this
promises to experience the most rapid development and requires an elementary site
for a full-size school.

Elementary Site Neo. 1. A site is needed in the area bounded by the Turn-
pike on the northwest and by Twanty-nintﬁ Street on the south. The rate of
development in this area is difficult to predict, but the need for an elementary
school in the long run is apparent.

Elementary Site No. 12. An elementary school site is needed in the area
bounded on the south by Twenty-ninth Street, on the west by California, on the
north by Twenty-first Street and on the east by Deer Creek. A rather rapid

development may be expected in this areas therefore, a large elementary site

should be acquired approximately in the center of the area described. (This

might be related to Junior High School Site No. 4.)

Elementary Site No. 13. An elementary site is needed to serve the area

bounded on the north by T. Se. 40, on the west by California, on the south by

Twenty-first Street and on the east by the connecting road between U. S. 40 and
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the Turnpike. This includes the present Belvoir School. Continued development in
this area indicates that the area west of the present Belvoir School should be
acquired to provide a 7% to 9 acre site. This would be in the area west of the
present Belvoir School, north of Twelfth and west of Long Street. Long Street
should be closed between Eleventh and Twelfth. It was also recommended that the
one old house and vacant lot south of the school be acquired.

Elementary Site No. 1k, Careful consideration has been given to the relative

advantages and disadvantages of attempting to use the present Quincy School site

for a new schoo]i. The following are listed as the advantages of obtaining a new
site near the pa;x'k for this school. No advantages in retaining the preéent site
wez;e seen. [
1. The new school plant must be considered w:!.thin& f;he prospective life oi;
_ 50 years. . (Compare the location of the first Quincy School with that
of the New Quincy School, the existing building.)
2. The present site is virtué.lly surrounded by business and commercial
buildingse.
3, The prospects for the area surroundiné the present site seem to be
a. Complete absorption by business and commercial enterpriseé
b, TFurther deterioration as a reaideptial areae.
4, The location of the present building causes tﬁe children to move from
residential areas southward into the dense traffic of the business area.
If the school were located on a new site near the park the flow of pupil
traffic would be reversed and move northward. The majority of children
would have a shorter distance to travel and would be moving toward an
area with lighter tfaﬂic.

5. In considering the relationship between Quincy School and Grant School
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the proposed location near the park provides greater flexibility in

handling the pupil 1oad in North Topeka.

6. The present site is small and would not allow for the construction of a
good modern building and an adequate playground.

7. If the present site were used, the present building could not be used

during construction, and provision would have to be made for the

children during the comstruction period.

- 8, Land values to extend the present site are evidently greater than land
values adjacent to the park. The disposal value of the present property
should approximately provide for the pruchase of a new site.

9. A new school near the park could provide 2 focus for community redevelop-

ing and sound community planninge.

The following sites should be investigated for possible purchase.

1. The entire block (9 houses plus vacant land) southeast of Soldier and

Monroe Street.

2. The entire block (16 houses and vacant land) northeast of Kansas and

ParamoTes

Elementary Site No. 13 Extend the site to provide for 2 full-sized elemen=

tary site of 7 to 9 acres.

New Junior High School Sites

Junior High School Site No. 1. The site should be located immediately north
or south of Tenth. Street and east of Se
would serve the same areas as Elementary School Site No.

McCarter Elementary School and Elementary Site No. 2. It might b

curity Benefit. This junior high school
1, Sheldon School, part of
e considered in

combination with Elementary Site No. 2e

Junior High School Site No. 2. This school would serve the area described

for Elementary Sites No. 6 and 7 and Avondale West. (Note: This site has been

acquired in combination with Elementary Site No. %)




19

Junior High School Site No. 3. It is recommended that a junior high school

site be acquired adjacent to the present Highland Park South Elementary School.
This school would serve Avondale East, Elementary Site No. 8, Highland Park South,
a part of Highland Park Central, and possibly Elementary Site No. 9.

Junior High School School Site. No. &. It is recommended that site be acquired in
the area behind the existing Highland Park High School. This site would serve
Elementary Site No. 12, Elementary Site No. 13, a part of Highland Park North and

Highland Park Central, and possibly Elementary Site No. 10.

Extension of Existi s Ju.nior g}_x School Sites

‘ Curtis Jun:!.or _ﬂ School. This school occupies a site of 1.8 acres. In
addition it has a 3-acre athletic field at ‘Central Avenue and Paramore Streets.

: Since the school has a capacity ‘of 450 pupils, additional school grounds are urgently
needed. It is recommended that the residential property adjacent to the school be
acquired, enlarging the s:.te to appronmately ) acres. It is also recommended
that the athletic field be improved by extending the site to Soldier Creek and
closing Avalon Street and Catherine Street.

It was recommended that the street in :Eront of the building be paved to
reduce school maintenance coste

Crane Junior High School School. This school occupies a site of approximately
2.2 acres which is entirely too small for the estimated capacity of 525 pupils.
It is the recommendation ot the Survey Group that the residences on the remainder
of the block be acquired, enlarging the site to approximately 3% acres. (Note:

Action has been taken on this recommendation.) _‘

Holliday Junior High School. This school occupies a site of 3 acres which
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is too small to accommodate the ultimate enrollment of 450 pupils. It is recom-
mended that the thrée residences located in the same block with the school be
acquired and that consideration be given to closing the street south of Holliday
to provide safe access to the playground.

Capper Junior High School. This school occupies a site of approximately

8 acres. The pupil enrollment at this school undoubtedly will always be very

‘heavy in relation to the school capacity. This points to the need of acquiring

additional land, both for present needs and for possible future expansion. The
recommendation is that the site be expanded to include the entire block if eco-
nomically feasible.

Boswell Junior High School. Boswell Junior High School occupiés a site
of 2.7 acres. It was the recommendation of the Survey Group that the lots and
houses adjacent to the school be acquired and the temporary building be removed.
This has been accomplished since -the survey recommendations were made.

Roosevelt Junior High School. The reader is referred to the extensive
discussion of the Roosevelt problem in the section under Building Evaluations.
Since the survey began the site has been enlarged and the bqilding improved.

Highland Park Central Junior High School. This school shares a crowded

site with Highland Park Central Elementary. The building will héuse approximately
250 pupils during the next few years. In the interest of the education of these
children, this site should be expanded to include the entire block where the
building is located. In Fhe long-range school plan this site may be used for

elementary purposes.




New Senior High School Sites -

The Site at Twenty-first and Fairlawn, The development of a modern high

school program for 1,500 to 1,800 students requires a minimum of 40 to 45 acres.
It was the recommendation of the Survey Group that the new west high school site
be enlarged while land is still available. (Note: This has been done since the
Survey recommendations were made,)

While the need for additional high schools beyond the one being planned at
Twenty-first and Fairlawn may seem remote, the time for site selection for areas
as large as 40 acres is well in advance of residential development, It is, there-

fore, recommended that studies be continued of the future needs for high schools

in two areas. P S

1. The area in the northeast part of the bresent school district

2. The area immediately north of the river.

Other Site Problems

“In the light of the difficulty of anticipating, at the Present time, what
the effect of Urban Renewal upon school site needs will be, it is recommended that
the Ripley Park Site be retained until there is an adequate solution to the Lin-

coln Elementary School Problem in relation to Urban Renewal,



had)  Daan)  Bamal  Baaall B

Renovation and Remodeling of Existing Plant

It is equally important to modernizé the existing plant as it ié to provide
new buildings. Examination of the ¥ecommendations with respect to the evaluation
of zndividual buildings in this report indicates there is much to be dome in this
area, Over the past few years a systematic program of improving artificial lighting,
heating and ventilation systems, roofs, sanitary facilities and grounds has been
in progress. The improvements have been limited because current budgets have been
.inadequate. It is believed that monies from the capital program will be n;cessary
to bring the buildings up to their maximum efficiency.

Some of the areas that will require substantial expenditures and which in
many instances will provide too heavy a drain on current budgets are

1. Heating and ventilation systems

2. Artificial lighting

3, Acoustical treatment '

4, Modernization of toilets, shower facilities, and other sanitary

installations,

5, New floors in classrooms and corridors

6. Surfacing and fencing of play areas

7. Provision of such auxiliary facilities as guidance and counseling

rooms, adequate offices, etc.
8. Modernization of furniture and equipment.
An examination of the building evaluations indicate that the junior high
schools esﬁecially need this kind of attention. A policy should be determined

as to the nature and size of jobs that are carried in the annual operating




i budget and the type of jobs financed from capital funds., At the present time
this differentiation is not clear and is frequently on an expedient basis. Even
[ though funds are provided from capital sources, the current budgeting for reno-
vation and remodeling sh.ould be carried in substantial amounts,
. It is difficult to determine just what amount should be recomenéled from

capital funds but it is recommended that no less than $2,500,000 be provided for
a teneyear period.




2k

AVONDALE EAST ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

The Avondale East Elementary School, a one-story brick structure, was
erected beginning in 1954. Two new additions have been added since that date.
The school occupies a site of approximately 8 acres at Dupont Street and Park
Boulevard. The building contains the following basic spaces.

s 19 general classrooms

1 general purpose room
1 kindergarten room

1 health clinic suite

1l administrative of{ice suite

1 auditorium

AVONDALE EAST

Estimated Capacity and Enrollment

The estimated capacity of the Avondale'East Elementary School is 630 pupils.
The actual enrollment for the 1957-58 school year was 635 pupils.

Evaluation of the School Bnildins

The Avondale East Elementary School scored 795 points out of a possible
1,000 points on the Building Evaluation Chart., This score indicates that the
building is satisfactory as a facility for an educational program.

The school site. The school site has been rated as excellent in reference
to desirable location, environment, and physical features. Elevation and drainage,
while not entirely satisfactory, constitute only minor problems of the general
features.,

Building design and structure, The gross structure of the building is
"good although there is evidence of incompetent workmanship and the use of some
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inferior materials in construction. This is particularly true in reference to the
floors and interior walls. The roof is in good condition and the ceilings are
strong, safe, and attractive. Generally, the condition and appearance of the
building are excellent. The building was designed as a functional facility for a
modern edudational program because of its flexibility. However, there is some
evidence of wasted space in the corridors and plan of utilization.

Service systems. The service systems are generally in good condition. The
heating and ventilating system is free from all hazards and is efficient, flexible,
and easy to operate. The glare and shadows in some classrooms indicate an insuf-
ficient amount of illumination. Toilet facilities are conveniently located and
contain an adequate number of urinals and lavatories. It is apparent that all are
in a sanitary condition. The building is fire resistant but both horizontal and
vertical travel passages are deficient in providing maximum fire protection. The
fire-alarm system is not entirely positive and fool-proof. The bell, clock, tele-
phone, and public address system are satisfactory to serve the needs of the pupils
and the personnel. ;
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Classrooms. The typical classroom of Avondale East Elementary School con=-
tains approximately 870 square feet of which approximately 270 square feet is cloak
and storage space. It is of adequate size to permit a reasonable amount of class=-
room activities. . Adequate storage space has been provided in each classroom. Most
classrooms are well equipped with movable furniture to facilitate their educational
usefulness. All of the classrooms are attractively decorated. However, some of the
classrooms are inconveniently located in reference to spatial relationships.

Other classrooms are of irregular shape which detracts from efficiency in use. The
absence of light control devices permits excessive light intensity and increases
brightness contrast.

The only special classroom is the kindergarten room; it is well designed and
equipped for.its purpose. . There are no special rooms for art, music, science, or
remedial instruction.

Special rooms. The general purpose room is adequate in size and well equipped
to meet the needs of its purpose. The general purpose room is also fully adequate
in size and contains the proper equipment for the physical education and play
activities of all pupils in terms of a well developed program. One major short=-
coming is the lack of a library suite with an attractive and properly furnished
reading room. The custodian has ample storage, work space, and toilet facilities.
The administrative office suite is adequate in size and suitably equipped and
furnished.

Recommendations

1. Light control devices for classrooms
2. Improved fire-alarm system
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3, Library suite
4, Additional special classrooms
ﬁ
AVONDALE EAST BUILDING EVALUATION
Building
Site|Design & |[Service Classrooms Specjal Soomp Total Rating
Structure|Systems | Regular|Special Activities'Service Admin.| Score
10
o ; S T 9 Excellent
\a.——- . o / \
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AVONDALE SOUTHWEST ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

The Avondale Southwest Elementary School, a one-story brick structure, was
erected in 1957. It occupies a site of approximately 4 acres at Glencoe and West=
view Streets. The site is limited for even a small school. The building contains
the following basic spaces.

8 general classrooms
1 multi-purpose room
1 cafeteria

1 teachers' lounge

1 administrative office suite

AVONDALE SOUTHWEST

Estimated Capacity and Enrollment

The estimated capacity of the Avondale Southwest Elementary School is
240 pupils. The actual enrollment for the 1957-58 school year was 171 pupilse.

Evaluation of the School Building

; On the Building Evaluation Chart, the Avondale Southwest Elementary School
scored 600 out of a possible 1,000 points. This score indicates that the building
is not a satisfactory facility for an educational program. It is recognized that
the building is in reality a part of a building and was rated as such.

The school site. The site is located in a newly developed residential area
of the medium-price range. It is well located in relation to the direction of
continuous residential development although it is much too close to Avondale West.
The general environment is conducive to an educational program. The. site is
readily accessible to mechanized transportation involving a minimum of traffic
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hazards to pupils. The physical features of the site are satisfactory. It is of
inadequate size for the outdoor activities of a standard size school.

Building design and structure. The form and architecture of the building is
attractive and well suited to its locale. The gross structure is strong and stable
as evidenced by quality materials and competent workmanship. The interior walls
are durable and are located to minimize irregular jogs in corridors and classrooms.
The building is reasonably flexible and was designed for ease in expansion. It
is both operationally and educationally practical and efficient.

Service systems. The heating and ventilating units are free from hazards
and provide heat of the proper degree and clean air of the proper humidity. The
units are flexible, economical, and efficient.

The artificial lighting system provides adequate illumination with minimum
glares and shadows. There is an excessive amount of direct natural light in some
classrooms. Toilets are conveniently located and well lighted and ventilated.
The entrance and exit system was designed to facilitate rapid evacuation of the
building,

Classrcoms. The classrooms are large enough to permit a reasonable -amount
of educational activity in the rooms. Its present use as a seventh and eighth grade
school is temporary. There is a sufficient number of classrooms to accommodate
the present enrollment. The walls are durable and decorative in appearance., The
rooms contain adequate storage space, chalkboards, and tackboards. -

The multi-purpose room was designed with consideration to a well developed
physical education program. The room contains only a limited amount of equipment
and furnishings. It is only average in terms of acoustics.

Special rooms. The teachers' lounge is attractive in appearance but
contains only limited furnishings for rest and comfort. There is adequate storage
space for custodial supplies and equipment. Only limited space is available for
the storage of andio-visual materials and equipment. The administrative office
suite is suitably equipped and furnished but contains only a limited amount of
auxiliary space.

Recommendations

It is recommended that this building be used only for the seventh and
eighth grades until Avondale and Topeka have been fully consolidated. After that
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it should be used as an elementary school. The junior high school pupils from
the Avondale West area will then attend the new Junior high school being planned
for Site 2 near Twenty-ninth Street ang Burlingame Road, Study the Possibility
of enlarging the Avondale Southwest site to- bring it to a standard size for an
elementary school, g
4\ I_.
AVONDALE SOUTEWEST BUIIDING EVALUATION
Building i
Site{Design & |Service j—ClasSrooms Svecial Rooms Totall Rating
Structure|Systems Regular|Special Activities|Service|Admin, Score|
10
9 Excellent
8 = Satisfactory|
(4
.‘°6° Sub-Satisf,
5 Border-Line
4 Poor
3 Very Poor
> Inadequate
1 Obsolete
o Unsuitable

* This is an incomplete building, therefore, no detailed scoring is given.

)
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AVONDALE WEST ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

The Avondale West Elementary School, a two-story brick structure, was erected
in 1954, Two new additions have been added since that date. The school occupies a
site of approximately 10 acres at Clontarf and Lomond Streets, The building contains
the following basic spaces. '

17 general classrooms
1 kindergarten room
1 general purpose room
1 health clinic suite -

1 administrative office suite

o L
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AVONDALE WEST

Estinated Capacity and Enrollment

The ‘estimated capacity of the Avondale West Elementary School is 570 pupils.
The actual enrollment for the 1957-58 school year was 674 pupils,

Evaluation of the School Plant

On the Building Evaluation Chart, the Avondale West Elementary School scored
841 out of a possible 1,000 points. The score indicates that the building is quite
satisfactory as a functional facility for the modern educational program,

The school site. The school site is good from the standpoint of accessibility,
environment, and physical features. It is near the center of population to be
served and within a moderate residential area. The size is in accord with desirable
functions which offsets the disadvantages of its irregular shape., Time will allow
trees and shrubs to add to its aesthetic appearance,
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Building design and structure. The gross structure of the building is sound
although there is evidence of incompetent workmanship and the use of some inferior
materials., This is true in reference to the construction of the walls which are
not entirely airtight and the floors which are not entirely smooth. The form and
architecture are attractive, pleasing, and well suited to its locale. The building
is practical and efficient, both operationally and educationally; it is flexible
and readily expansible.

The service systems. The service systems are generally in good condition
to serve the needs of the pupils and personnel. The heating system will provide
continuous and automatically controlled heat of a proper degree as required by the
conditions of the climate. :

The artificial lighting system is in a safe condition and is easily
maintained. It provides a sufficient amount of illumination, permits flexibility
of control, and is efficient and economical in use. Toilet facilities are con=-
veniently located and of sufficient number to adequately serve the school enroll-
ment and personnel. x

The building provides only limited fire protection for the pupils because
some of the materials used in comstruction are actually not fire resistant. The
exit system is adequate and permits emptying the building in less than three minutes.
The fire apparatus is conveniently located to permit personnel to quickly gain con-
trol of fires but the fire alarm system is not positive and foolproof. The clocks,
bell, telephone, and public address systems are adequate to satisfactorily serve
the needs of the student body and the personnel.

Classrooms. The 17pical classroom of the Avondale West Elementary School
contains approximately 660 square feet. There are not sufficient classrooms to
accommodate the present pupil enrollment and that anticipated for the near future.
The classrooms are somewhat smaller than those which meet present day educational
standards. Awkward jogs in some detract from efficiency in use and constitute
wasted cubage space. Generally, the classrooms are harmonious, bright, attractive,
and decorative in appearance. Light control devices are needed in several class-
rooms in order to distribute natural illumination in average weather without glare.
There is inadequate storage space in most classrooms.

The kindergarten room is suitably located, clean, attractive, and of suf-
ficient size to support its function. There is no special classroom for science,
art, music, or remedial instruction.

Special rooms. The general purpose room is suitably located for efficient
use and properly equipped to meet the needs of a modern educational program. It
is of adequate size for the physical education and play activities of all pupils
in terms of a well-developed program. One notable shortcoming is the absence of
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ur easily accessible, attractive,
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and properly furnished library suite. The special

service rooms are generally of sufficient size and number and properly equipped.
equipped and furnished.

Me administrative offices are of adequate size and suitably

Recommendations

1. Improved fire alarm system
2. Additional special classrooms
"3, Light control devices for classrooms.

AVONDALE WEST BUILDING EVALUATION

#

Building c1 B
Site|Design & |Service ~ASSTOONS Special Rooms Total Rating
Structure| Systems | Regular Special|Activities|Service Admin.| Score
10
oo [ s : . |Excellent
7 . = I 37
° S
~ —| Satisfactory
\ 7
—~
L \_/ 5 Sub-Satisf,
: 5 Border-Line
L Poor
i3 Very Poor
y > Inadequate
1 Obsolete
0 Unsuitable

‘
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BUCHANAN ELEMENTARY SCEOCL

The Buchanan Elementary School, a two-story brick structure, was erected in
1921. It occupies a site of approximately 1.2 acres at Twelfth and Buchanan Streets.
The building contains the following basic spaces.

* '“’Ww
o 2 ; — :

5 general classrooms

1 auditorium

1 administrative office

Estimated Capacity and Enrollment

The estimated capacity of the Buchanan Elementary .School is 210 pupils. The
actual enrollment for the 1957-58 school year was 104 pupils. The estimated enroll-
ments for the school years 1958 to 1960 are 135, 143, and 145 pupils respectively.

Evaluation of the School Building

On the Building Evaluation Chart, the Buchanan Elementary School scored 400
out of a possible 1,000 points. This score indicates that the building is gemerally
poor as a facility for a sound educational program. Scores on each of the major
features of the building are shown on the Evaluation Chart.

The school site. The school is located in a low economic level residential
area; Nevertheless, the school is remote from places having an undesirable influence
on youth., The community changes in the central part of the city will continue to
affect its environment. It is readily accessible to mechanized transportation and
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pupils become involved in a minimum of traffic hazards, except possibly on Twelfth
Street. The site is very small and ah alley dissects the playground area to limit
its functionality and increase safety hazards. There are also some hazardous rocky
ledges. An old foundation is also hazardous to the safety of the pupils.

i Building design and structure. The form and architecture of the building are
well suited to its locale. However, it was not designed for ease in expansion or
flexibility. The gross structure evidences weaknesses. The foundation is not strong
and stable. The roof is not weathertight.

Service systems. The building is heated by a hand-fired Bromich Boiler that
is older than the building. It provides only a minimum amount of heat. There is
evidence of various leaks in the boiler room. The heating system is obsolete and
no longer efficient to operate.

The artificial lighting system does not provide adequate illumination at the
task level. Glares and shadows are prevalent throughout the classrooms. The vertical
and horizontal passages are not well lighted. The stairways are very wide and no cen-
ter hand rail is available. The fire alarm system consists of a red hand bell which
is located on a shelf in the corridor. The fire extinguisher is the only means of
fire control. Pupil toilets are located only on the lower floor.

Classrooms. The t'ypiéai ¢lassroom contains approximately 650 square feet.
This is ample space for the reduced class sizes. There are sufficient classrooms
for the present enrollment and that which may be anticipated in the immediate future.

The walls and ceilings are in good condition but the cement floor has numerous
large cracks. There is an excessive amount of uncontrolled natural light. The class-
rooms contain only a minimum of tackboard and display area. Storage space for books,
instructional supplies, and class projects is very limited. The furniture is movabie
but in poor condition. The kindergarten room was not designed or equipped for a
variety of educational activities appropriate to this age-level group.

Special rooms. The auditorium was not designed for public use and contains
very little auxiliary space and facilities. It is now also used as a classroom.
There are no library or other special rooms. A small frame addition to the build-
ing is used primarily for custodial supplies and equipment. One large room on
the lower level is used as a storeroom. The administrative office is small with
very limited auxiliary space or facilities. It is not suitably furnished and
equipped.




Recommendations
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1. The only expenditures that should be made on this building are those
necessary to keep it safe and sanitary during occupancy.

2. Both the site and building should be disposed of when the facilities of
Lowman Hill can accommodate its enrollment.

3. The temporary use of the building for a more specialized purpose, such
as stores and services, is not precluded by our recommendation for its
elimination as a classroom building,

BUCHANAN BUILDING EVALUATION
Building v
Site|Design & |Service CEaRsoons EpSaisl Sonas Total Rating
Structure|Systems | Regular|Special [Activities|Service|Admin. Score
10
9 Excellent
8 — Satisfactory
= 7
6 Sub-Satisf.
| 5 Border-Line
° ° y
G // \ Z nHoo, | Poor
/ \ / 3 Very Poor
Sy N /| > Inadequate
\ / Obsolete
X
XNd o | Unsuitable
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CENTRAL PARK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

The Central Park Elementary School, a three-story brick structure, was

erected in 1906. It occupies a site of appro:d.mate]y 1.5 acres, at the corner of

Buchanan and Fifteenth Streets. The building contains the following basic spacese.
2k

ggﬁ%ﬁ?}é’; Tt 13 general classrooms
" o Xt S WS eom,
' ﬂ&’iﬁﬁ w e R k 73 1 kindergarten room

=,

1 music room

-1 auditorium
1 administrative office suite
1 health room

1 teachers? lounge

CENTRAL PARK

Estimated Capacity and Enrollment

The Central Park Flementary School b'uilding has an estimated capacity of
450 pupils. The actual enrollment for the 1957-58 school year was 111 pupils. The
estimated enrollments for the 1958 to 1960 school years are 476, 486, and 499 res-

pectively.

. Evaluation of the School Plamb

On the Building Evaluation Chart, the Central Park Elementary School scored
322 out of a possible 1,000 points. This score indicates that the school plant is
a very poor facility for a modern educational programe. Scores on each of the major
features of the plant are shown on the Evaluation Chart.

The school site. The school is located in a pleasing environment near
Central Park and Washburn College in a residential area of older and moderately
priced homes. There are a few undesirable influences in nearby business establish-
ments. Many pupils mst become involved in the heavy traffic on Seventeenth or
Lincoln Streets in order to reach the school. The gite is extremely small and can-
not adequately accommodate the pupils in terms of playground area. No parking
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“aace is available to personnel. A fence on the west side would be highly desirable
.rom a safety standpoint. The nature of the soil is non=—erosive but the northwest
corner of the site is not properly drained.

7

Building design and structure. The gross structure of the building is in
fairly good condition altnough the southeast corner of the foundation shows signs of
deterioration. The exterior walls appear to be strong and weatherproof. The bonded
roof installed in 194k is still in good condition. Generally, the floors are in a
satisfactory condition. The architectural form and design were well advanced for its
era; the puilding is still attractive, pleasing, and suited to its locale. However,
the interior design is obsolete for the modern educational program. It is no longer
practical and efficient in terms of an educational programe The building is highly
inflexible which restricts utilization. The auditorium, which is located on the
third level, cannot be effectively utilized for the community activities or pupil
play activities. The basement area is not satisfactory for classroom work or special
activities.

The service systems. The pbuilding is heated by an automatic gas-fired unit

.but is-not zoned to permit separate heating of the auditorium. There is not an

adequate supply of clean and dust-free air of the proper humidity. Generally, the
heating and ventilating system is not satisfactorys; there is evidence of needed
repairs. The artificial lighting system does not provide adequate illumination at
the task level; glares and shadows are prevalent in many classrooms.*

The only toilet facilities available to pupils are located in the basement.
Each contains only two washbasins. The facilities are not properly lighted and
ventilated. :

The building is fire resistant but the ext system from the upper floors is
not entirely satisfactory. Corridors contain plind ends and the fire escapes are
inconveniently located. The clock and bell systems are accurate and reliable.

There is no intercommunication system and incinerators consist of two metal barrels.

Classroomse. The typical classroom of Central Park Elementary School contains
approximately 759 square feet. These rooms were undoubtedly considered to be quite
spacious during the early years of this century and still meets minimum standards
today. Some vacant classroom space is available now for anticipated enrollment
increases. The walls and ceilings are generally in good condition with few excep-
tions. The rooms are parmonious and attractive. The floors are in need of repair
to eliminate excessive noisess Natural light is not controlled and distributed.
The artificial lighting is sub-standard. Most classrooms contain an adequate num=
ber of chalkboards but jnsufficient number of tackboards. Fixed furniture unduly
restricts effective use of the classroom space. Only two rooms are equipped with
movable furniture. Few classrooms have adequate storage spacee.

The kindergarten room is located in the basement. This location is not
desirable for children working close to the floor. It is well equipped with
movable furniture but poorly 1ighted and ventilated. A small health room is also
located in the basement and not suitably equipped for its functiom. The music room

«An improved 1lighting system was scheduled to be completed in September, 1957.
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contains the exposed hot water tank. There is.no home economics, art, or visual- i nli
jucation roome. i 1 Hl‘
Special rooms. Ihe anditorium has a. seating capacity of approximately 145 i ll\

and is equipped with adult-size chairs. The stage is extremely small and i1l-equipped. Ei
It is not properly ventilated and has practically no auxiiiary facilities such as b
dressing rooms, toilets, cloakrooms, and suitable storage space. No library facili-
ties are available. The teachers' lounge contains ample space for seclusion and rest { o
but is equipped with only a minimum amount of comfortable and attractive furniture. le
The administrative office suite has toilet facilities and is attractive and dignified f “
in appearancee. There is ample waiting space for pupils and parents. A limited |

amount of space is available for storage of records but there is no school vault. Rl

Recommended Plant Improvements ! \

1. Modernize the artificial lighting system i
2. Eliminate use of pasement for school activities by redistricting if i
at all possible

5. provide additional toilet facilities lw
1

|

4, This building may possibly be used for another 10 years but is the next
(after Quincy) building that should be replaced. Consequently its pupil i
load should be lightened as much as possible by using adjoining schools i ‘

and only those improvements that will make Central Park safe and sanitary |
and educationally defensible should be undertaken. A new site must be |
found or the present one extended when the building is replaced. i

CENTRAL PARK BUILDING EVALTATION \

Building ‘ : ‘
Site|Design & |Service ClassToons Special Rooms Total

Structure|Systems ‘ Regular‘Special Activities\Service Admin.| Score
sl

| | e
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l

{ \ J— 8 —Satisfactor
i 7 3
| & = Sub-Satisf. i
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s / \ L Poor '

\J\ \\ / \53“3' Very Poor
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CLAY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL }

¢k structure, was erected in A
7 acres at the corner of !
1lowing basic spaces.

The Clay Elementary School, 2 two-story bri
1926. The school occupies a site of approximately 1.
Seventh and Clay Streets. The b i1di contains the fo

9 general classrooms

1 kindergarten room
1 visual-education room
1 home economics room

1 general purpose room

1 administrative office suite

Estimated Capacity and Enrollment

The estimated capacity of tize Clay Elementary School is 330 pupils. The
The estimated

actual enrollment for the 1957-58 school year was 257 Pul -
ernrollments for the school years 1958 to 1960 are 233, 238, and 24y respectively.

Evaluation of the School Plant

chool scored 492 out of & possible 1,000 points on the
hat the school is generally poor

f the major features

The Clay Elementary S
Building Evaluation Chart. This score indicates t
as a facility for modern educational program. Scores on each ©
of the plant are shown on the Evaluation Charte.

hool site is excellent since it
and is readily acces=

sible by good streets and sidewalks.  There are & minimm mmber of traffic
Jocated in a moderate income residential area, the enviromment is
conducive to a desirable educational prograie The physical features of the site
emall and its shape is irregular. The
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nearby residences restrict playground activities; there is an inadequate amount of
space for playground and athletic fields in the area behind %he building. During
cold weather, excessive ice accumulates in this area which becomes quite hazardous
to the safety of the children.

Building design and structure. The Clay Elementary School building is
structurally sound and will endure for many years with the proper kind of repairs
, and maintenance. Both the foundation and exterior walls and ceilings are strong,
durable, and attractive. Some of the floors evidence worn spots and are quite
squeaky and in need of refinishing. The roof is durable and weatherproof.

The building plan does not permit maximum utilization. Most of the class—
rooms are of approximately the same size and located at opposite ends of the build-
ings. This makes the building highly inflexible. Movement and control of the flow
of traffic is extremely difficult. The corridors are poorly designed and are
evidence of wasted space.

The service systems. The service systems of the school plant are entirely
inadequate. The heating and ventilation system will not provide continuous heat of
the proper degree and an adequate supply of air of the proper humidity. Air ducts
and ventilating units are built of combustible materials and not equipped with
thermostatically controlled dampers. The system is not efficient, flexible, or
capable of meeting all possible loads.

The artificial lighting system does not provide sufficient illumination at
the task level. The corridors are extremely dark and glares and shadows are preva-
_lent in most classroams. Water service is inadequate; no hot water is available and
the drinking fountains are not recessed. Toilets are conveniently located on each
floor but are not well-lighted and ventilated. There is evidence of unsanitary

conditions. :

The building is fire resistant but the upper floor level has an inadequate
exit system. Too much dependence has been placed upon the availability of fire
extingnishers. The fire alarm system is not positive and fool-proof. The stations
are not conveniently located and not connected to the municipal system with the
proper cutoff for tests and drills. There is no centralized intercommunication
system. The clock and bell system is adequate. There is no incinerator and the
public address system is unsatisfactory.

Classrooms. The typical classroom of Clay Elementary School contains approxi-
mately 800 square feet. The classrooms are not spacious but are of sufficient size
to permit a reasonable amount of classroom activities. There are a sufficient number
of classrooms available to accommodate the present enrollment and that anticipated
for the near future. Some classrooms are in need of light control devices since the
brightness contrast is relatively high. Most classroom walls and ceilings are
decorative in appearance and in good condition. However, almost all of the class-
room floors are unsatisfactory. The noise is extremely distracting., Most classrooms
have an excessive amount of chalkboards and an inadequate amount of tackboard space.
There is only limited storage facilities. The fixed chairs restrict their educa-
tional usefulness.

e e o s t
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Special rooms. The general purpose room is of inadequate size and not
properly equipped and fornished in terms of a well-developed activity program. There
is no gymnasium or library suite. The auditorium has ample seating capacity. “The
heating and acoustics are not satisfactory. Only limited space is available for
dressing rooms. Toilet facilities are conveniently available during community use
of the auditorium.

There is an adequate amount of storage space on each floor available for
custodial supplies and storage. The teachers! lounge is conveniently located, com=
_ fortable, and attractively furnished. The principal's office is suitably equipped
and furnished. However, auxiliary facilities are not available. Space has not been
provided for other specialized personnel.

Recommended Plant ImEOVements

1. Provide movable furniture for the classrooms

2. Improve the acoustics of the auditorium

3. Repair classroom floors i

4. There is some question as to the fire control-(alarm, prevention, etc.)

*"  aspects of the building. It should be brought up to an acceptable
standard. o

5. The continued encroachment of business on the attendance area of this
school and the nearness to extensive parochial facilities makes its long
time use as an elementary attendance unit extremely doubtful. The

planning goal (possibly 10 years) should be to have M,
and SM- This will have to be accomplished

gradually. A look at the central area of the District readily shows that

too many small schools (Polk, Buchanan, Van Buren, Monroe, Washington, and
Parkdale) are being operated. No immediate maior use for the Clay build-

ing can be seen in the long-range plant programe.

CIAY BUILDING EVALUATION

Building
Site|Design & |Service

Classrooms Special Rooms "
Total Rating
Structure|Systems | Regular Special|Activities ServicelAdmin. Score

Excellent

8 — Satisfactory]

Sub-Satisf.

= R e N Border-Line

N ~ AN A 9% _|poor

\ / \ / 3 Very Poor

Inadequate

1 _Ebsolete

0 ‘Unsuitable
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CRESTVIEW ELEMENTARY SCEOOL

The Crestview Elementary School, a one-story masonry structure, was ]“
erected in 1954, The school occupies an 8 acre site at the cormer of Twenty- |
third -and Eveningside Streets. The building contains the following basic spaces. i

® 18 general classrooms

2 kindergarten rooms

1 general purpose room
1 library

1 health room

1 teachers' work room

1 administrative office suite

CRESTVIEW

Estimated Ca:oéciﬂ and Enrollment . i

The Crestview Elementary School has a capacity of 660. The actual
enrollment for the 1957-58 school year was 761 pupils. Estimated enrollments
for the school years 1958 to 1960 are 874, 966, and 995 respectively.

‘Evaluation of the School Plant

The Crestview Elementary School scored 928 out of a possible 1,000 points
on the Building Evaluation Chart. This score indicates that the Crestview School
is an excellent facility for the modern educational program. Scores on each of
the major features of the plant are shown on the Evaluation Chart.

The school site. The location of the Crestview School is satisfactory :
although it does not have excellent accessibility. Some pupils must travel one i
and one-half miles in order to reach it and the nearest public transportation is 1
approximately eight blocks. The school is located in a moderate income resi-
dential area and may be reached with a minimum number of traffic hazards., The
. size, form, and elevation are excellent, EHard surfaced playground and pariking |
areas would be desirable. Additional fence is needed on the south and east. 3
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Building design and structure. The design and structure of the Crestview
School building is excellent. The gross structure is sound with good materials

and competent workmanship. The building was economically planned to permit maxi-
mum utilization. Corridors and lobbies are well designed to facilitate and control
the flow of traffic. The building was designed and constructed for maximum comfort
and safety of the children., It is truly an excellent facility for the functional

educational program.

The service systems. Generally, the service systems of the Crestview

School plant are excellent. The heating and ventilating system is modern, efficient,
and flexible. The artificial lighting system provides sufficient illumination at
the task level., Lights in the general purpose room should have been recessed SO
that games involving balls could be played without damage to the fixtures. Toilets
arc conveniently located on both wings of the floor and are well-lighted and
ventilated.

The building is extremely fire resistant with an adequate number of well=-
located. exits to permit emptying the building quickly. The building has a positive
and fool-proof fire alarm system and fire apparatus is conveniently located. The
clock, bell, and public address systems are good. The only telephone is located
in the principal's office. P

Classrooms. The classrooms are not spacious but are of adequate size for
a reasonable amount of classroom activity. The school is already overloaded in
capacity even though it is relatively new. The classrooms are attractive, durable,
and well-lighted. They contain ample chalkboard and tackboard space. Movable
furniture increases their educational usefulness.

The kindergarten rooms contain ample space for a functional program. The
rooms are well-equipped and furnished with the minor exception of needed tack-
board space. An excessive amount of light and heaf penetrates from the south.

The health room contains only a single cot and some minor equipment. No
shower or toilet facilities are easily accessible.

Special rooms. The general purpose room is equipped with folding chairs
and tables. There is a shortage of storage. It can be used for either pupil
or community activities. A well-equipped kitchen is adjacent to it. The stage
is satisfactorily equipped although the facilities for dressing and storage of
equipment are not ample. The library is also used as a music room; this is a
restriction upon the function of the library.

The main storage room is well located adjacent to the boiler room in
the center of the building. The teachers' room is attractively furnished but
somewhat small for a staff of approximately seventeen teachers. The principal's
office is suitably equipped and Furnished; it is attractive and dignified in
appearance, -




Recommended Plant Imgrovements

Provide additional classrooms in light of poli
buildings on Bennett and Veal sites. Regardless of T
from new buildings on
addition will be needed.
of McCarter, Sheldon, Southwest
area planners.
across Fairlawm is developed.
need for an addition to Crestview.

The area that lies between

CRESTVIEW ELEMENTARY SCHOOL )

the new sites previously referred to,

and Crestview will continue to plague attendance

Part of the problem is related to how soon
The more delay there is, the greater will be the

elief that can be obtained
at least a four=-room

cy with respect to new :\1
normal attendance areas

the

the Bennett property
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GAGE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

-

tructure, was erected in
ditions to the school.

The Gage Elementary School, a two-story brick s
and Oakley Streets.

Four prefabrica.ted buildings serve as temporary ad
fhe school occupies a 5 acre site. at the corner of Eighth

Mhe building contains the following basic spaces.

14 general classrooms v
1 i

& temporary general classrooms poATS: ‘
i

27 iindergarten rooms \ \\

1 auditorium

1.administrative office suite

Estimated Capacity and Enrollment
szl pupils and the

_The regular building has an estimated capacity of
temporary buildings have an estimated capacity of 132 pupils. The total
estimated pupil capacity of the plant is 656. The actual enrollment for the
1957-58 school year was 518 pupils. The enrollment in this building will bde i
R

relieved somewhat by two new schools to the west. ; * '

Evaluation of the Plant

on the Building Evaluation Chart, the Gage El
-out of a possible 1,000 points. This figure indicate
school plant, The scores on each of the major features of the

on the Evalumation Chart.

ementary School scored 367
s that it is a very poor A
plant are shown \ ]

easily accessible which requires
|

that some students travel excessive distances. Tt is located too far north of 4
the population center and many pupils are subjected to traffic hazards. The ol
emviromment is desirable but not of sufficient elevation for proper drainage )
during periods of heavy precipitation. ] \

The school site. The school site is not




Design and structure. The regular building is structurally sound and with

the proper repairs and maintenance, it may be utilized for educational purposes for

many years. The temporary buildings are not of satisfactory structure and design

 for the educational program to warrant the continued expense of repair and main-
tenance over an extended period. .

The regular building is somewhat inflexible for the modern educational
program. It cannot be easily expanded without distorting its balance. The design
does not facilitate proper administration and supervision. The corridors will not
.accommodate a rapid flow of traffic and there is definitely an insufficient number
of exits from the second floor. The blind corridors on the second floor and the
steep, long, and narrow stairways leading from it could prove disastrous in the
event of a fire. ' .

~ The service systems. All of the service systems are overloaded to some extent
due to the overload in pupil capacity. A new automatic stoker provides continuous
heat for the regular building and the temporary buildings are heated from within the
jndividual unit. The system is not zoned to heat and ventilate the auditorium
separately. The floors of the temporary buildings are cold and the heat circulation
within these units is not satisfactory. Generally, the heating and ventilating
systems for both the regular and temporary units may be classified as satisfactory
except possibly during prolonged cold weather.

The incandescent lighting of the regular building is entirely inadequate to
provide the desired illumination at the task levelX Most classrooms have only two
globes which are offset toward the window area. Glares and shadows are evident in
most of the classrooms. These are intensified to some extent by the dark trim of the
woodwork. The fluorescent lighting in the temporary buildings provides sufficient
illumination.

There are only six lavatories for girls and four for boys. This is obviously
an insufficient number for almost 700 pupils. These facilities are not properly
located for maximum convenience, There are no separate toilet facilities available
for the kindergarten pupils, administrative personnel, OT the custodian.

The fire extinguishers are conveniently located and appear to be serviceable.
‘Both the regular and temporary buildings have an insufficient number of emergency
exits, Neither the horizontal or vertical passages of the regular building were
designed to accommodate a rapid flow of traffic. Open classroom doors protrude
into the corridors and impede the flow of traffic. The fire alarm system has
not been connected to the temporary buildings.

The classrooms. The typical classroom of the regular building contains
approximately 700 square feet and that of the temporary building contains approxi-
mately 720 square feet. This is smaller than a minimum of 900 square feet considered
desirable by present educational standards. This limited space is 2 restriction upon
the classroom activities of a modern educational program. The restriction is par-
ticularly. harmful to the kindergarten program in which adequate space is even more
essential to the educational purpose. Otherwise, the educational usefulness of most
classrooms may be improved with proper facilities and equipment.

#An improved lighting system was scheduled to be completed in September, 1957..

.
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Special rooms. There are no :special classrooms available for art, music, or
. iedial instruction. Neither the size of the auditorium or its equipment is satis-
factory for the physical education and play activities for all the pupils in terms
of a well-developed program. The hallway space allocated for health services is
indicative of the extent of health services rendered to the pupils. The facilities
are not adequate to support desirable diagnostic services and emergency treatment of
pupils., There are no auxiliary conference rooms available to administrative personnel.
The congestion in the vicinity of the principal's office may be partly attributed to
the absence of these facilities.

Recommended Plant Improvements

1. Replace the artificial lighting system in the permanent building

2. Eliminate the temporary buildings

3, Emergency exits are needed from the second floor of the permanent building

L, Improve the landscaping and drainage of the site, particularly the
northern portion.

5. Special rooms for pupil activities, service, and administrative personnel
are badly needed.

6. Provide additional toilet facilities for pupils and specialized personnel

7. Provide an intercommunication system to facilitate administration and
supervision o

8, Provide movable furniture for classrooms :

9. Additional storage space is badly needed.

While it is undesirable to do so because of the condition of this building, an

«ddition may be necessary. It could be a separate classroom unit with a multi-

purpose room, thus remedying basic weaknesses in the school. Decision on this should
be made after the adjustments and policy have been made in terms of the new Sheldon
School and its' (Sheldon) site and capacity determined, Gage can also be relieved
when the new northwest elementary school (north of Mt. Calvary) is built. Certainly
continued use of the temporaries should not be tolerated.

GAGE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL’




GRANT ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

The Grant Elementary School, 2 two-story brick structure, was erected in
1937, The school occupies a site of approximately 2.7 acres at the cormer of Grant
and Bugene Streets. The building contains the following basic spaces.

13 general classrooms
1 k:i.nderga_rten room
1 health room
1 home economics room
1 visual education - library
1 general purpose room
1 auditorium .

1 administrative office suite

Estimated Capacity and Enrollment

The school building has an estimated capacity of L50 pupils. The actual
enrollment for the 1957-58 school year was 422 pupils. The estimated enrollments
for the years 1958 to 1960 are 445, 437, and 449 respectively. Since the capacity
exceeds the anticipated enrollment in this school, some relief might be found for

Quincy provided the attendance area can be adjusted in terms of the traffic problems.

Evaluation of the School Plant

The Grant Elementary School scored 562 out of a possible 1,000 points on the
Building Evaluation Chart. This score indicates that the school plant is an average
facility for a modern educational program., Scores on the major features of the -
school plant are shown on the Evaluation Chart. ¢

The school site. Grant Elementary School is located in a low income resi-
dential area., Children must become involved in traffic hazards in order to reach
the school from any direction. The school site is small for the enrollment of over
400 pupils. Unsightly houses are adjacent to the playground. No parking space is
available, The school is located in the area which was heavily flooded in 1951.

The nature of the soil is non-erosive and site drainage is good.
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Building design and structure. The building is located very near the street, |
particularly the wing which contains the auditorium. It is structurally sound and
enduring as evidenced by its withstanding almost eleven feet of flood waters in 1951
without serious damage. The foundation is strong and stable; it is properly water-
proofed and drained. The floors are in good condition except those on the first
level, large cracks in these floors have become the source of insanitation. The
original bonded roof is still in good condition. Both exterior and interior walls
are strong and durable. The basement area is used only for tornado protection.

The building design permits a substantial amount of flexibility in its use.
Its room arrangement is satisfactory and the special rooms are conveniently located.
The corridors are well lighted, safe, quiet, and attractive.

The service systems. The service systems are not as satisfactory as are
many other major features of the school plant. The plant is heated by an automatic
gas fired Kewanee unit. It is in fair repair but not capable of meeting maximum
load requirements in prolonged cold weather. The artificial lighting system provides
only a bare minimum of illumination. Some glares and shadows are evident in the
classrooms. Water service is good with an adequate supply of hot and cold water to
all points of use and pure cold water for drinking purposes. Toilets are conveni-
ently located but contain only a limited number of water closets, urinals, and
lavatories for the number of pupils enrolled., There is some' evidence of insani-
tation in the toilets. 2

The building is fire resistant but construction has provided only a minimum of
fire protection around the heating plant. The basement area would be extremely
hazardous in the event of a fire., The fire alarm system is not connected to the
municipal system. There is no centralized intercommunication system among classrooms,
service rooms, and offices. Only a limited amount of audio-visual equipment is
available.

Classrooms. The typical classroom of Grant Elementary School contains 650
square feet., This is rather small according to” present day standards but it con=-
tains ample space for those classroom activities which are basic to the educational
program, Walls and ceilings are durable and attractive. Brightness contrast is
extremely high in most classrooms. There are sufficient chalkboards but only a
limited number of tackboards. Most classrooms are equipped with movable fixtures
for increased flexibility. Only a limited amount of storage space is available in
the classrooms for books, supplies, teaching equipment, and pupils' project
materials. . .

The special classrooms are larger and better equipped. The kindergarten
room is conveniently located for children of pre-school years and contains over
900 square feet. It is light, clean, and attractive. The special rooms on both
levels of the southwest cornmer are not accessible from the hallways. The home
economics room is still equipped although seldom used, The library facilities are
totally inadequate; the room is also used as a visual-education center,
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Special rooms. The general purpose room is in very poor condition. The
floor is entirely unsatisfactory and it is not properly ventilated or lighted.
lockers and showers are located in the basement and are poorly equipped, ventilated,
and lighted., There is evidence of unsanitary conditions., The auditorium provides
ample seating for school and community uses and is adeguately equipped. It needs
improved ventilation. .Otherwise, the auxiliary facilities are satisfactory and may
be effectively utilized in the educational program for many years.

The custodian has ample storage space for materials and equipment on each
jevel. The health room is properly equipped for desirable health services. The
principal's office suite has only limited auxiliary facilities for conferences and
storage. The suite is suitably equipped, attractive, and dignified in appearance.

Recommended Plant Improvements

1, Expand the site by acquiring all the property in the block

2. Provide parking facilities

3, Floor repairs on first level and general purpose room are needed.
4, Improve the ventilation in the auditorium and general purpose room
5, Improve the artificial lighting system

6. Make more effective utilization of the home economics room

7, Provide library facilities

8. Improve fire resistance around heating plant

9. A school of this size should have an intercommunication system.

GRANT BUILDING EVALUATION

Building P! 2
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EIGHLAND PARK CENTRAL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

The Highland Park Central Elementary School consists of three buildings
ocated on a site of approximately 3 acres at Burgess and Indiana Avenues. These
nclude the Primary Building, Intermediate Building, and the old Elementary Building.
Mhe Primary Building is a single story structure erected in 1952. The Intermediate
3uilding is a single story structure erected in 1956. The old Elementary Building is
1 two-story structure erected in 1916. The buildings contain the following basic

spaces.

8 general classrooms™
1 music room v
1 special eduncation room

Intermediate:

7 genmeral classrooms
1 music room

Elementary:
5 general classrooms

2 special eduncation rooms -
1 art room

e

a;_.‘;z‘%;-._,_,.
HIGHLAND PARK CENTRAL

Estimated Capgciti‘and Enrollment

The estimated capacity for the Highland Park Central Elementary School is

approximately 510 pupils. This figure was determine
of the buildings because of the obsolescence and hazar
in the old Elementary Building. _The actual enrollment for the 1957-58 school year

was 784 pupils.

Evaluation of the School Buildings

No attempt was made to evaluate the buildings in terms of a score because
of the diversified range from old to new. It is estimated that the Primary Building

would score approximately 500 points, the Intermediate Building about 650 points,
and the old Elementary Building about 200 pointse. :

The school site. The Highlaﬁd Park Central Elementary School is located in
. medium-economic res:

idential area with some commercial enterprises.. The size of

Pt u . I Y ¢ AN SRI LU
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the site is wholly inadequate, in terms of outdoor activities, for a sound educational

sogram. There is only a very limited amount of parking space and the traffic is
nazardous to the safety of the pupils. The location of the junior high school across
the street causes the problem of congestion to be even more serious.

Building design ggé structure. The form and architecture of the Intermediate
Building is attractive and Suited to its locale. It was designed for efficient educa-
tional operation but has few special facilities for an enriched program. The gross
structure is sound and durable.

The form and architecture of the Primary Building is attractive, but the -
interior plan has definite limitations in terms of flexibility. The gross structure
has already begun to evidence limited durability.

The old Elementary Building is obsolete as a functional facility for any
educational program. Cracks in the walls and ceilings indicate substantial deteri-
oration. There is evidence that the building is no longer weathertight. It is a
fire and safety hazard to those it must accommodate.

Service systems. The service systems for both the Primary and Intermediate
Buildings are adequate for the comfort and safety of the pupils. Both buildings
are adequately heated and ventilated. Some classrooms have an excessive amount of
natural light. Both buildings contain a sufficient number of toilets which are
conveniently located, except those in the southwest wing of the Primary Building.

The service systems of the old Elementary Building are obsolete in terms of
pupil comfort and safety. Heating and ventilating units contain combustible mate-
rial. The units are not capable of providing heat and free air of the proper
degree and humidity. Toilets are not well lighted and ventilated. The vertical and
_horizontal passages would be hazardous to the safety of pupils in the event of an
emergency.

Classrooms. The classrooms of both the Primary and Intermediate Buildings
are of sufficient size for a reasonable amount of educational activity in the rooms.
Most of the classrooms have some built-in storage cabinets and clothes hanging
facilities have been provided. The floors, walls, and ceilings are durable and
decorative in appearance. Tackboard, chalkboard, and display areas have been pro-
vided.

The classrooms of the old Elementary Building are sub-standard. Floors,
walls, and ceilings contain cracks and weather marks as evidence of deterioration.
The rooms and corridors are not properly illuminated or ventilated. The rooms are
not properly equipped for an educational program. The rooms are not acoustically
treated. :

Special rooms. Neither the Primary nor the Intermediate Building contains
adequate storage space for school equipment and custodial supplies. There are no
library or other special facilities, except the music rooms. Neither building
contains flexible facilities for pupil activities, such as a multi-purpose room.
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There are no administrative facilities. o

The old Elementary Building does contain storage space but only because it
is not suitable for other uses. Otherwise, the building does not contain special
rooms which are properly furnished and equipped, including administrative offices,
library, and clinics. g

Recommendations

The old Elementary Building should be abandoned at the earliest possible date
since it constitutes a fire and safety hazard of serious order. This would alleviate
some of the pupil congestion in the area and eliminate the use of sub-standard class-
rooms. It is possible that the pupils could be dispersed to Highland Park North and
Highland Park South.

HIGHLAND PARK CENTRAL BUILDING EVALUATION

0y

Building . gy
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* No attempt was made to score separate items because of the diversity between, old
and new sections.




HEIGHLAND PARK NORTHE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Highland Park North Elementary School, a single story brick.structure, was
erected in 1955. It occupies a site of approximately 4,5 acres at Twentieth Street
and Indiana Avenue. The building contains the following basic spaces.

12 general classrooms
1 kindergarten room
1 multi-purpose room
1 teachers' lounge
1 clinic

1 administrative office suite

HIGHLAND PARK NORTH

Estimated Capacity and Enrollment

The estimated capacity of the building is 420 pupils.' The actual enroll=-
ment for the 1957-58 school year was 412 pupils. )

.Evaluation of the School Building

On the Building Evaluation Chart, the Highland Park North Elementary School
scored 740 out of a possible 1,000 points. This score indicates that it is a
satisfactory facility for a sound educational programe.

.

The school site. The Highland Park North Elementary School is located in
a medium economic level residential area. There are few business establishments
in the vicinity. It is located near the center of population in a newly developed
residential area. It is easily reached by mechanized transportation and pupils
are subjected to minimum traffic hazards. The site is of adequate size to support

5k




55

the outdoor activities of its pi'esent enrollment. Additional site will be required
as the capacity of the building is increased. The soil appears to be-non-erosive
with no signs of faulty drainage. Acquire 2-3 acres east of the present building.

Building design and structure. The form and architecture of the building is
attractive and well suited to its locale. The gross structure is sound and durable
as evidenced by a good quality of materials and competent workmanship. The building
contains a good entrance and exit system. .

Service systems. The service systems of the building are adequate, flexible,
efficient, and capable of meeting increased loads., Water fountains were designed
for convenience and sanitation. Toilet facilities are adequate and conveniently
located in both wings of the building, also convenient for public use of the mmlti-
purpose room. Construction is of fireproof and extremely fire resistant materials.
The entrance and exit system is of excellent design.

Classrooms. The classrooms are of adequate size for a reasonable amount of
educational activity in the rooms. There is a sufficient number of classrooms to
accommodate the present enrollment. In view of the continued development in the
area, additional classrooms will be needed. The classrooms are well located in
reference to related educational activities.

The classrooms are adequately illuminated with good artificial lighting.
Some classrooms are in need of natural light control devices. The floors, walls,
and ceilings are durable and attractive. The color scheme is bright and harmonious.
Classrooms contain a sufficient number of chalkboards and tackboards. The kinder-
garten is properly separated from other grade levels. It is well equipped and
suitably furnished.

Special rooms. The multi-purpose room is large enough for many physical
education activities. Its community use may become limited in view of continued
population growth and increased enrollments. The room is well lighted and ven-
tilated. It is suitably equipped and furnished. There is not adequate auxiliary
space for dressing. A room for chair and table storage has been provided.

The teachers' lounge is well furnished and attractive. The clinic has only
a limited amount of equipment and furnishings. The kitchen has a rather limited
serving capacity in terms of equipment. The administrative office is of adequate
size, suitably equipped and furnished, and attractive in appearance.




Recommendations
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with an additional 3 to 4 acres and six classrooms be added.
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It is recommended that ﬁighland Park North Elementary School site be enlarged

rooms would increase its capacity to an estimated 600 pupils,

HIGHLAND PARK NORTH BUILDING EVALUATION

The additional class=-

A RLACCIEEe TER I L CGCT LR R O S o Gt BTSN 27,
—_—

Building 4
Site|Design & |Service Classrooms Special Rooms Totall Rating
Structure| Systems | Regular |[Special|Activities|Service|Admin.| Score
: 10 *
9 Excellent
8 = Satisfacto
.740 2
7
6 Sub-Satisf.
5 Border-Line
L Poor
3 Very Poor
2 Inadeguate
1 - Obsolete
0 Unsuitable -
A )

* A detailed evaluation was not possible on this school as on the others.




HIGHLAND PARK SOUTH ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Highland Park South Elementary School, a single story brick structure, was
erected in 1955. It occupies a site of approximately 4.5 acres at Twenty-seventh
Street and Indiana Avenue. The building contains the following basic spaces.

12 general classrooms
1 kindergarten room
1 multi-purpose room
1 teachers' lounge
d. c]inig

1 administrative office suite

2]

HIGHLAND PARK SOUTH

Estimated Capacity and Enrollment

The estimated capacity of the building is 420 pupils. The actual enrollment
for the 1957-58 school year was 381 pupils.

Evaluation of the School Building

On the Building Evaluation Chart, the Highland Park South Elementary School
scored 780 out of a possible 1,000 points.. This score indicates that it is a
satisfactory facility for a sound educational program.

9 The school site. The Highland Park South Elementary School is located in a
medium economic level residential area near the Shawnee Country Club. The sur-
rounding residential area is now developing toward the turnpike to the southeast.
The extension of its attendance area boundaries to the southeast is limited because
of the traffic hazard. The site is adequate in terms of size for its present

57
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|
capacity, but must be extended as the capacity of the building is increased. The 1l
soil appears to be non-erosive with no signs of faulty drainage. |

Building design and structure. The form and architecture of the building is !
attractive and well suited to its Tocale. The gross structure is sound and durable.
The building is a functional facility for a sound educational program. The corri-
dors were designed to accommodate and control traffic flowe.

Service systems. The service systems of the building are adequate, flexible,
-efficient, and capable of meeting increased loads. Classrooms are well heated and
ventilated. Rooms and corridors are well illuminated with good artificial lighting.
Some classrooms need natural light control devices. The entrance and exit systems
minimizes safety hazards in emergency situations. Toilets are conveniently located
for both wings of the building and contain a sufficient number of water closets,
urinals, and lavatories to accommodate its capacity enrollment.

educational activities in the rooms. There is a sufficient number of classrooms
for the present enrollment. Additional classrooms will be needed to accommodate
\ticipated enrollments as the -sub-standard building on the Central site is abandoned.

Classrooms. The classrooms are of adequate size for a reasonable amount of %
|

The floors, walls, and ceilings are durable, safe, and attractive. The
color scheme is bright and harmonious with some reflection by glare instead of
diffusion. The rooms contain ample chalkboards, tackboards, and storage space. E ﬁ
The kindergarten room contains separate toilet facilities. It is suitably w
equipped and furnished for a variety of educational activities. h

Special rooms. The multi-purpose room is well lighted and ventilated. There
is ample space for physical activities. A minor shortcoming of the room is its
acoustics. Chair and table storage space is available. The room does not contain
proper dressing facilities. Lne

‘The teachers' lounge is attractively furnished for comfort. The adminis-
trative office has only a limited amount of auxiliary space. It is suitably
equipped and furnished.
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Recommendations y
It is recommended that the Highland Park South Elementary School site be
enlarged with an additional 3 to 4 acres and six classrooms be added. The
additional classrooms would increase its capacity to approximately 600 pupils.
HIGHLAND PARK SOUTH BUILDING EVALUATION
Building } ¥
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* A detailed evaluation was not possible on this school as on the others.
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LAFAYETTE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

The Lafayette Elementary School was in the process of being constructed at
the time the building surveys were completed. The school was completed in 1957.
It is located at California and Fifth Streets on a site of approximately 5.8 acres.
The building contains the following basic spacese. =

1 kindergarten room

1 multi-purpose room 4

1 health room A

1 administrative office suite

NEW LAFAYETTE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Estimated Capacity and Enrollment

The building has an estimated capacity of 360 pupils. The actmal enrollment
for the 1957-58 school year was 457 pupils. The estimated enrollments for the
1958 to 1960 school years are 445, 437, and 449 respectively.

Recommendations

None.
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TINCOLN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

The Lincoln Elementary School, & three-story prick structure, was erected
L1916, It occupies & site of appro;dmtely 1.3 acres at the corner of Fifth and
\dison Streetse The building contains the following bagic spacese

21 general classrooms

1 Kindergarten root

1 industrial arts room
1 home economics room
3 speech clinic rooms
1 gymnasium

1 auditorium

2 administrative office suite

LINCOLN
Estimated Capacity and Errollment

The estimated capacity of the Lincoln Elementary School is 720 pupils. The
actual enrollment for the 1957-58 school year was 538 ‘pupilse. The estimated enroll-
ments for the school years 1958 to 1960 are 578,591, and 607 pupils respecti.vely.

Evaluation of the School Plant

On the Building Evaluation Chart, the Lincoln Elementary School scored 367
out of 2 possible 1,000 points. This score indicates that it is 2 very poer school
plant for & sound educational progralie Scores on each of the major features of the
plant are shown on the Evaluatiaen Charte

The school chart. The Lincoln Elementary School 1is located in a very low
economic level areae. The enviromment is not conducive to a modern educationa.l

programe. Undesirable business establi.slments are in the nearby vicinitye The site
is too small in terms of 3 we]l—developed playground programe Traffic is hazardous

to the safely of the pupils. The school is located 11 the nearest anrestricted
parking area to the citye The alley which parallels Madison and Jefferson Streets
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is éxtremely hazardous to the safety of children. This is intensified by the lack
of adequate parking space. i

Building design and structure. The building is a very poor facility for the
modern educational program. The gross structure of the building is good as evidenced
by the use of durable materials and competent workmanship. The design defeats its
purpose for the educational program. A number of pupil activities are in the base-
ment area. The southeast classrooms are relatively inaccessible. The outside fire

escapes lead to the top of the heating plant; none lead to the ground.

Service systems. The service systems of the school plant are obsolete. The
plant is heated by an automatic gas-fired boiler. Tt is not capable of meeting load
requirements for prolonged cold weather. The system is not zoned to permit separate
heating of the gymnasium and auditorium.

The artificial lighting system does not provide a sufficient amount of illu-
mination at the task level. Water fountains are not recessed and appear to be
unsanitary. Toilet facilities were not designed for ease of supervision; these
facilities are not properly lighted and vemtilated.

The general plan does not facilitate emptying the building rapidly in the
event of fire. Some of the upper level corridors are blind and there is an insuffi-
cient mumber of exits for the emrollment which the building will accommodate. There
is no centralized intercommnication system or public address system. -

Classrooms. The typical classroom of Lincoln Elementary School contains
approximately 720 square feet. This is somewhat small under present educational
standards but adequate for the program. There are a sufficient number of classroocms
for the present enrollment and that anticipated for the near future. The walls and
ceilings of most classrooms are durable and decorative in appearance. There is a
shortage of storage space. The rooms contain an excessive number of chalkboards
and inadequate tackboards. Movable furniture would make the classrooms more
functional.

The kindergarten room is located on the basement level; it is of adequate

'size, attractive, and properly equipped for a good Kindergarten program. The indus-

trial arts room could be used more effectively in the program to meet commurity needs.
The science and home economics laboratories are poorly equipped. The activity room,
which is located on the basement level, is not properly equipped for flexibility.

The third floor auditorium is not conveniently accessible for commnity use.

Special rooms. The services and facilities of an easily 3ccesszible, attractive
and properly furnished library suite would enrich the educational program. Other
vacant rooms may be utilized more effectively for the specialized personnel. Shower
and locker rooms are in an entirely unsatisfactory condition. The principalts office
is not suitably equipped, attractive, and dignified in appearance. It contains a
very limited amount of auxiliary space for waiting, conferences, and storage.

S s T T R O ) R
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Recommended Plant Improvements

This building is located on a very unsatisfactory and inadequate site and is,
as the score indicates, an inadequate elementary school building. Fortunately it -
figures in the Urban Renewal Area and promises to become surplus as a school build-
ing. Only those things that will keep it safe and sanitary should be carried out
until the Renewal program is effective. The effect of the abandorment of this
school is hard to predict since it is anticipated the adjacent population will be
dispersed. Certain groups such as those that come across the railroad overpass
and those from further south will have to be accommodated in other schools. This
would certainly involve Washington, Parkdale, and Lafayette. It also suggests that
the Ripley Park site be retained by the District against the possibility that a
Primary school might be built. .

LINCOLN BUILDING EVALUATION

Building z -
Site|Design & |Service | Clasgrooms Spec:.al. Roons Total Rating
Structure| Systems | Regular| Special|Activities|Service| Admin.| Score
10
9 Excellent

8 — Satisfactory

7
6 Sub=-Satisf,
P .. W 7% 5 | Border-Line
/ N / -\\ A Poor
-
i / \ e “37 Very Poor
’ \\ / \ 2 Inadequate
: \ / Obsolete
1
o o | Unsuitable




LOWMAN HILL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

The Lowman Hill Elementary School was scheduled to be abandoned and replaced
with a new school building at the time of this report. The new school is to be
located on the same site at Eleventh and Mulvane Streets. The following basic spaces

are planned.

14 general classrooms
1 kindergarten room
1 multi-purpose room
1 health room
1 library

1 administrative office suite

Estimated Capacity and Enrollment

The new school building will have an estimated capacity of 480 pupils.
The actual enrollment at the old school for the 1957-58 school year was 3307
pupils. Estimated enrollments for the 1958 to 1960 school years are 322, 332,
and 341 respectively.

Recommendations

The site should be extended to include as much of the entire block as
possible. (See recommendations of March 1, 1956.)




McCARTER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

in the précess of being constructed at
The building was completed in 1957. The
Place on a site of appro:d.matel.y

following basic spacess

The McCarter Elementary School was
the time the building surveys were made.
school is located at Sixteenth Street and Kent
It contains the

6.7 acress

16 general classTooms
2 kindergarten rooms
1 multi-purpose room
1 library

1 health room

1 administrative office suite

- e

McCARTE'R
Estimated Capacity and Enrollment

The building has an estimated capacity of 600 pupils. The actual enroll-

ment for the 1957-58 school year was 410 pupilse

Recommendations

None.

65
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McKINLEY ELEMENTART SCHEOOL

The McKinley Elementary‘ School was ereqted in 1907. Tt occupies a site
appro:d.mately 1.3 acres at Northwestern and Laurent streetse.

McKINLEY

rn section of North Topeka by & heavy

The railroad tracks and river on the south separate the school
1t is not well jocated for use as & classroom
tantial pnature in the area which

traffic artery.

Z t;affic arterye.
from the }main section of the citye.
upit. There is not an¥y apparent growth of a subs
may cause it to be pneeded as & classroom unit west of the

The building already has been abandoned as a classroom unit and is now being
orage unit for the agistrict. There is 1O a.pparent reason why it cannot

used as 2 st
ce storage is not closely integrated with

continue to pe used for that purpose sin
other servicese g

\
)
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MONROE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

The Monroe Elementary School, a two-story brick structure, was erected in
1927. It occupies a site of approximately 2 acres at the cormer of East Fifteenth
and Monroe Streets. The building contains the following basic spaces.

e e 10 general classTooms.
1 kindergarten room

3 1 industrial arts room’
i 1 homé economics room
1 health room

1 auditorium

21 teachef#' lounge .

1 administrative office suite

MONROE -

Estimated Capacity and Enrollment

The Monroe Elementary School has an estimated capacity of 4,20 pupils. The
actual enrollment for the 1957-58 school year was 148 pupils. The estimated
enrollments for the school years 1958 to 1960 are 172, 170, and 174 respectively.

Evaluation of the School Plant

The Monroe Elementary School plant scored 498 out of a possible 1,000 points
on the Building Evaluation Chart. This score indicates that the school plant is
generally poor as 2 facility for the modern educational program. Scores on the
major features of the school plant are shown on the Evaluation Chart.

The school site. The Monroe Elementary School is located on a site of
approximately 2 acres, one block east of an industrial and warehouse area.
Railroad tracks run adjacent to the athletic field on the east side. The noise,
smoke, and odors are unpleasant and distracting., The school serves the surrounding
low-income residential area. There are a few nearby business establishments with
undesirable atmosphere. Many pupils must cross high-traffic streets in order to
reach the school. A street separates the play field from the school site proper.
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The site is of adequate size in terms of present and anticipated enrollment.,
There are a few signs of faulty drainage. Fencing is needed in order to afford a
higher degree of safety with reference to the railroad tracks. Only a very limited
amount of playground area is hard-surfaced and adequate parking facilities are not
available to personnel, ’ .

Building design and structure, The gross structure of the building is in goc
condition, The foundation is strong, stable, and properly drained. The exterior
walls are strong and apparently weatherproof. The tile roof is in good condition.
The terrazzo floors in the corridors are in need of attention.

The service systems. The school plant is heated by a hand-fired unit which
dces not provide continuous heat of the proper degree., Ventilation is sub-standard
throughout the building. The artificial lighting system does not provide adequate
illumination; shadows and glares are prevalent in the classrooms.* Corridors are no
well lighted or ventilated. Toilet facilities are conveniently located on each lev
and contain an adequate number of urinals and lavatories. However, two of them are
not properly ventilated and all evidence unsanitary conditions.

The building is extremely fire-resistant and all passageways, vertical and
horizontal, appear to be in a safe condition. Construction has provided only a
limited amount of protection around the furnace and boiler room. The fire alarm
stations are inconveniently located. The bell system is operated manually and the
few classroom clocks are not synchronized with the master clock. There is no inter
communication system and the incinerators consist of two metal barrels.

Classrooms. The typical classroom of Monroe Elementary School contains
approximately 700 square feet. This is of insufficient size to permit effective
group activities within the classroom except for small numbers. (Additional class-
room space is available to adequately accommodate the anticipated enrollments of
the near future

Generally, the' classrooms are in a satisfactory condition. Walls and ceili:
are durable and attractive. Some repainting would increase the amount of light
reflected by diffusion. The floors are not entirely satisfactory, but will withst:
many additional years of wear with proper repairs and maintenance. Some classroom:
are not acoustically treated and contain no tackboards. Only a very limited amoun
of storage space is available in each classroom., Some rooms are equipped with
fixed furmiture.

The kindergarten is equipped with movable furniture and adjacent toilet
facilities. It is attractive but poorly lighted and ventilated. The industrial a
room is now being used for the lunch room and the home economics room is vacant,
Two classrooms have been converted into music and visual-education rooms with very
limited: facilities., - No library facilities are available.

«

Special rooms. The auditorium is also used as an activity room for youth
clubs, 1t has poor acoustics and is not properly lighted and ventilated, The sta
has very little depth and the curtains are worn out., There is only a limited amou
of space for storage and dressing. The balcony cannot be used effectively because

#The artifical lighting system was scheduled for improvement in September,
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of the lack of a proper exit system. The custodian's room has a sink but no hot S
water or shelves for storage. The health room is practically non-existent and the
teachers' lounge is not suitably furnished. The principal's office contains adequate
space but has very few auxiliary facilities. It is not properly equipped and fur-
nished to be dignified in appearance. =3

Recommended Plant Improvements

The use of this school building is related to the Van Buren School which is
close by. It has sufficient capacity to care for the enrollment in both schools.
Two alternatives are presented since it is highly uneconomical to operate both
schools. They are

1. Combine the enrollment, Monroe and Van Buren Schools, into the Monroe

School. .
2. Seek a new site in the area and plan wltimately to rehouse the pupils Irom

both schools in a new building. This latter plan is the more desirable,
but the expense of such an approach is recognized.

Considering that the Monroe building will be used for some time regardless of
the solution chosen, the following improvements are recommended. :

1., Improve and extend the site. Vacate the street separating the site and
play field if possible i

2. TFence the play field for safety

-3, Improve the artificial lighting

4, Improve the clock and bell system.

‘

See the general recommendation with regard to the Van Buren and Monroe
buildings.

MONROE BUILDING EVALUATION

Building ] _——
Site{ Design & |Service |- Classrooms . Special Rooms Total Rating
Structure| Systems | Regular|Special Activities|Service|{Admin. Score

Excellent

Satisfactory

Sub-Satisf,
Border-Line

Poor

Very Poor
Inadeguate
Obsolete

Unsuitable
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OAKLAND ELEMENTARY SCHOOL L

The Oakland Elementary School, a one-story brick structure, was erected in
1950. It occupies a site of appro:d.mately 2.6 acres at the corner of Forest Avenune
and Towa Street. The building contains the following basic spacese

? 12 general classrooms”

1 kindergarten Toom~ oo
1 general purpose room

1 health room

1 teachers' lounge

1 administrative office suite

Estimated Capacity and Enrollment

The Oakland Elementary School has an estimated capacity of 4200 pupils. The
actual enrollment for the 1957-58 school year was 490 pupils. The estimated enroll=-
ments for the school years 1958 to 1960 are 498, 496, and 508 respectively. ;

Evaluation of the School Plant

On the Building Evaluation Chart, the Oakland Elementary School plant scored
819 out of a possible 1,000 points. This score indicates that the school plant is
highly satisfactory as 2 facility for a modern educational programe. Scores on the
major features of the school plant are shown on the Evaluation Chart.

The school site. The school site is located near the center of the popu- E
lation to be served and is readily accessible with 2 minimum number of traffic

hazards involved. Tt is situated in an excellent environment of a moderate-income \
residential area. The major shortcoming in reference to the site is its limited |
size, Expansion of the building is possible put would only diminish the already l‘

small playground area. The nature of the soil is non-erosive and the site is well
drained. There is no parking space available.




Building design and structure. Puilding design and structure are generallY
quite satisfactorye The foundation is strongs stable, and properly drained. The
exterior walls are constructed of good materials and competent workmanship. The
floors and ceilings appear bo be in excellent condition although the Toof has begun
to evidence the need foT repairs in the near future.

The building is vell~placed for convenience, expanSibility, and attractiveness
except as 1imited bY its small site. The building was economically planned to permit
! atilization pbecause it is highly flexible. It contains an excellent entrance
and exit system. The corridors and. lobbies were designed to accommodate and control
graffic flow. Vertical passageways are fireproof and designed gor safety iB all
respects.

The service systems. The plant is heated by a2 antomatic gas-fired Pacific
wnit. AL areas, except the pasement, are properly neated and ventilated. The
pasement 18 not properly ventilated. The artificial 1ighting system provides ade-
quate 31lumination without glares or shadows.

Toilets are conveniently 1ocated for pupils, persoxmel, and community usee
Each contains an adequate number of stalls and urinalse However, there is some
evidence of unsanitary conditionse s

The building is extremelY fire resistant and construction has provided pro-
tection around spaces involving special fire hazards. The building is equipped wi
a positive and fool—proof alarm system supported by conveniently 1ocated fire appara-
tus. HoweveTs the alarm system is not connected to the municipal system. The clock,
pell, and public address systems are excellent. The _intercommunication system
permits only one way transmission and is not conducive to the tra.nsmission of matters
confidential in nature.

Classrooms. The typical classroom of Oakland Elementary School contains
appro:dNately %90 square feet, It is evident that the classrooms are smaller in
size than the average post-war classroome Tye shortage of classrool space has
already beed indica.ted by the conversion of the community room into two classToomS.

Both artificial and natural light are well gistributed in the classrooms for
effective i1lumination. The f£looTrS, walls, and ceilings are gurable and attractive.
Evidence of moisture on the ceilings indicates the need foT roof repairs in the
immediate future. A1l classrooms contain adequate chalkboards and tackboardss
HoweveT, only & 1imited amount of storage Space is available for books, supplies,
and teaching equipnent. All classrooms are equipped with moderzn movable furni-
ture for £1exibility.

The Kkindergarten room is spacious, attractive, and well eqnipped for a
functional programe. There is DO science, home economics, art, music, or visual-
education Toome

%
1
r




72

Special rooms. The general purpose room is spacious and well equipped. It
has excellent seating facilities and is properly heated and ventilated. However,
dressing space is inadequate and the shower area is sub-satisfactory. No library
facilities are available. The custodian has ample space for work and storage. The
teachers' lounge is attractive although somewhat small, The health room is furnished
as needed to fulfill its necessary function. The administrative office suite is of
adequate size, suitably equipped and furnished, and contains excellent auxiliary
facilities. = 2 )

Recommended Plant Improvements

1. Expand the site by acquiring all properfy in the block where school is
located '

2. Make roof repairs to preserve the building,

The enrollment is pressing “the building capacity and will probably continue !

to do so. After making the possible readjustments in attendance areas to fully

utilize both State Street and Oakland Schools, consider adding classrooms to the

school as required. This must be related to site expansion as recommended.

!

QAKLAND BUILDING EVALUATION
Building . : 3
Site|Design & |Service Clagg.;rot:.mg Special Booms Total| Rating _
Structure |Systems | Regular|Special|Activities|Service| AdminJ Score
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/ \ g _| Excellent
e ] — T N &1
// = o A > ® 8 < Satisfactory
_ N A .
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PARKDALE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL ' \ 1l 1\ ‘;
d M i
- R il
The Parkdale Elementary School, & two-story tile-stucco structure, was \ “ L !
cted in 192ke It occupies 2 site of approxhnately l, acres at the cormer of L
ith and er Streets. The building contains the following bagic spacese |
| |
g general classrooms ‘
i Kindergarten room
1 home economics room
1 music room
! "1 general purpose room
=== administrative office suite
e
PARKDALE
Estimated Capacity and Frrollment
1 has an estimated capacity of 360 pupils. The
The estimated enroll-

The Parkdale Elementary Schoo
the 1957-58 school year was 281 pupils.
351, and 363 respectivelye

actual enrollment for
to 1960 are 34k,

ments for the school years 1958

Evaluation of the School Flant
The Parkdale Elementary School plant scored 530 out of & e 1,000 points | I ]
Evaluation Chart. This score indicates that the plant is an average |
Scores on the major features of the plant Ig
i ".1 \
1

possibl

on the Building
facility for the educational programe
are shown in the Evaluation

The Parkdale Elementary School is iocated on & L, acre site i
s it is situated in a um income ik

Tt is readily accessible bY i \

|

in the northwest corner
from andesirable influences.
involved in traffic haz
cy in size.

residential area remote
1ks but most pupils mst become ards to
1 site is its adequal |
i The site is well g\ i
!

\ reach it. The outs the schoo

( Space is available for playgrounds, athletic fields, and parking.

drained and 1andscaped for an aesthetic appearancee l
I\
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i design and structure. Building design and structure is comparable
otrer schools erected during the early 1920ts. The gross structure is gener
g . condition. The foundation appears to be strong and stable. The exterior
1s are safe and still weatherproof. The roof is in fair condition but shows
ge hailstone damagee. The floors are © ince cracks and

nly in fair condition s
*n spots are clearly visible; the bagement area shows signs of some seepage.

pleasing and suited o its locale.
both operationally and

ewhat outmoded for
may still be atilized effectively. Fenes-
ation and acoustics are gener e not designed to accommodate
sdimam flow of traffic, and contain blind-ends on the upper level. The combination
mitorium—gymasium is located on the upper jevel and was not designed to serve

ither purpose effectively. The seating and stage arrangements are of questionable
alue for effective use.

The form and architecture are attractive,
e building was undoubtedly highly practical and efficient,

ncationally, during its e
\e modern educational program although it

hand-fired anit. It does not

rovide continuous heat of the proper degree for parts of the plants the amourt
£ heat avai ble varies considerably in various areas in the bud ., Ventila-
;ion is not entirely satisfactorye The system would not be easily expansible gince

it is now operating at maxdimum capacity.

The service systems. The plant is heated by 2

The new flourescent 1ighting system provides adequate $1lumination and adds
There are not a sufficient number of toilets to

They are’ not conveniently located and do
urinals, and lavatories. Toilet

er ‘pment and fixtures are only in fair condition. Signs of seepage in the base-
‘me..c MY be indicative of improper Sewage drainage.

The building is fire-resistant but the blind corridors would be hazardous

in the event of a fire. Vertical passageways are strong and safe. However, the
plant does not contain a fire alarm system and the fire apparatus is not located to
facilitate quick comtrol of fires without hazard to personnel. The clock and bell

systems are accurate and reliable.

Classrocms. The typical classroom of Parkdale Elementary School contains

appro:dmately 650 square feet. This is comparable in size to ¢lassrocms con=

structed during the 1920's although small for the classroom activities of the
sroom space 18 available for future enroll-

present—day program. Very little clas
ment increasese. A1l classrooms are well-lighted and are decorative in appearancee.
iti and the rooms contain adequate

Walls and ceilings appear to be in good condition
ontain only a 1imited number of tackboardse Very

chalkboardse. Most classrooms C
1ittle space is available for storage of books, equipment, and supplies.
two rooms have been equipped with movable furniture.

The kindergarten rocm has only limited facilities for the functional pro-
gram but is clean and attractive in appearance. The masic room is of adequate
size to permit effective group work and is properly equipped.

nomics room is now used as a general classroom. There is no library or art roome
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cannot be effectively utilized as

it is not properly \\ “\ i\'\i,t

j of remodeling.

1imited amount of storage sSp2

lies and atensils; there is no space available o him on the l

ive office is a converted classroome It is suitably
i facilities such as

»er jevel. The administrab
ripped farnished but does not contain equate &
conference room, storage space for records, OT ample waiting space for pupils

scommended Plant Immvements

1. Tnstall 2 fire alarm system

2. Use movable purniture o provide flexibility in classrocms
3. Install acoustical treatment of general purpose room _
Lo Remodel +he shower and locker room :
5, Improve the qutside maintenance "
6. Improve the sewerages 2 backup probled existse ’




POLK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL i

Polk Elementary School,
.ne oldest school building now in

1pproxi.mately 1.3 acres at Polk and Twelfth Streets.

following basic spaces.

PN

. POLK
Estimated Capacity and Enrollment

The estimated capacity of Polk Elementary School

enrollment for the 1957-58 school
for the school years 1958 to 1960
Evaluation of the School Building

On the Building Evaluation
of a possible 1,000 points. This

inadequate for a sound educational program.
of the building are shown on the Evaluation

The school

apartment units continue to encroach.
it is pelieved that the continuous change

during earlier years,

totally limit its use as 2 classroom unit.
the educational program of today.
the safety of pupils.

outdoor activities for
- become more hazardous to

a two-story structure,

gite. The schdol is located in an area in

76

.

was erected in 1880.
district. It occupies a site of ‘
The building contains the |

It is | J !
use within the ‘ it

. |

1 pupil activity room

1 music room {

1 auditorium
1 teachers' lounge
1 health office

1 administrative office | |

is 270 pupils. The actual
year was 2%2 pupils. The estimated enrollments !
are 255, 254, and 261 pupils respectively. ‘

the Polk Elementary School scored 264 out
indicates that the building is entirely
Scores of each of the major features
Chart.

Chart,
score

which business and
highly desifable
will eventually
The site is very small in terms of
mraffic continues to
The one-way eastbound traffic on

Although the site was
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and the one-way westbound traffic on

Lfth Street is very heavy in the mornings
t \ is very heavy in the afternoonse

This building was & goo

Building design and structure.
i and structure. There

pose in terms of its original deslgn
s;at deal of sentiment connected with the pbuilding because many of the communi ty
ucation in the buildinge However, its design does

of a sound educational

aders obtained their formal ed
t permit maximum utilization and flexibility

ogram of today.

n terms

The foundation still seems to be strong and stable, but the gross structure
It was scheduled to

ridences material weaknesses. The roof was in need of repair.
phalt shingle roof at the time of the evaluation study.

s replaced by 2 new as

d by a’ hand-fired Kewanee unit. It

vide a sufficient amount of heat,
to operate, economical, OF capable

The building is heate
The system does not pro
It is not easy

f Service szst_’.ems.
s in need of repalle
sarticularly to the upper level.
yf meeting increased loadse.

The artificial lighting system is generally satisfactory. Toilets are
The toilets are not adequately ven-

inconveniently-located in the pasement area.
'tar;-.conditionsa Vertical passages would be

tilated and evidence signs of unsani
hazardous to the safety of pupils in the event of an emergency.

sroom contains approximately 650 square feet.
t day standards but reduced classroom size
£ educational activities in the rooms. There are
¢ and the enrollments anticipated

Classrooms.
This is somewhat small in terms ©
will permit & reasonable amount ©
sufficient classrooms for the present enrollmen

for the jmmediate future.

r locations and natural light control

and ceilings are not in good condition and,
have only a very 1imited number of tack=
storage space for books, instruc-
furnishings and equipment are

om is not equipped

Most of the classrooms have corne
devices are needed. The floors, walls,
therefore, somewhat hazardouse. Classrooms

boards and display area. There is not adequate
tional supplies, and work projectse Most of the’
obsolete in terms of a flexible programe The kindergarten IO

and furnished for an enriched programe

ting capacity in terms of the
amount of auxiliary space.

event of an. emergency.
ape OT stair=

Sgec'ial rooms. 1he auditorium has ample se&
school's limited enrollment. It has only & limited

The auditorium could prove to pe quite hazardous in the
of the exits are located to and lead to an outside fire esc

ways of 'quesﬁonable safetye.
ted in the pasemente

ctivity and the music rooms are loca
The custodian's room is adjacent to the
e and facilities. The

e administrative :

thne front

Both the pupil-a

Neither is well equipped and furnished.
1imited amount of storage Spac

boiler room. It bas @ very
health office contains only minimum furnishings and equipment. Th

P
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yffice does not contain 2 sufficient amount of auxiliary spacee

#

Recommendations

Recommen—————

1. -Itis recommended that only those expenditures be made which are neces=

¥ sary to keep the building safe and sanitary guring the time it is occupiede.

2. It is recommended tnat use of the second floor and pasement area be dis-
continued at the earliest possible date.

3, As soon a8 all the pupils can be accommodated by the use of other facili-
ties, such as Lowman Hill and Van Buren Schools, it is recommended that
the school be abandoned as 2 classroom unite

4, The nature of the building and maintenance expenditures would proba.bly
not warrant its use as 2 schodl museum or similar purposese .

‘ POLK BUIIDING EVALUATION k

Fuilding ‘
site| Design & Service \ ClassTooms \ Special Rooms otz
Structure| Systems ‘Regular\ _Special\ Activities\Service\Admin. Score

\\\\\”’
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POTWIN ELEMENTAEY SCHOOL \

The Potwin Elementary School, a two-story brick structure, was erected in
1949, It occupies 2 2.2 acre site located at the cormer of Second Street and Elm-
good Avenue, The building contains the following basic spaces.

11 general classrooms
1 music room

1 kindergarten room
1 health room

1 auditorium

1 administrative office suite

POTWIN i ‘
Estimated Capacity and Enrollment '

' The estimated capacity of the Potwin Elementary School building is 420,
The actual enrollment for the 1957-58 school year was 489 pupils, The predicted ‘
enrollment for the school years 1958 to 1960 is 476, 483, and 496 respectively. g

Evaluation of the School Plant

" On the Building Evaluation Chart, the Potwin Elementary School scored 605 i
out of a possible 1,000 points. This indicates that the building, even though a ;
post-war structure, is only reasonably satisfactory as & facility for the modern

educational program. The scores of the major features have been shown on the

Evaluation Chart. :

The school site. The location of the school site is satisfactory since it
is pear the center of the population to be served and is readily accessible to the
greater portion of the pupils. It may be reached by most pupils with a

number of traffic hazards. The environment is most desirable but the physical
features are sub-satisfactory. The site is entirely too small and the playground

is on three levels. The playground area has not been satisfactorily developed




fenced, This makes playgronnd supervision extremeiy difficult. The unfenced

y. ound is hazardous to- pupils.

The Potwin Elementary School building is struc-
i e may be utilized for educa=
od quality

The design and structure.
-ally sound and with proper repairs and maintenanc
spal purposes for many years. Generally, the puilding evidences 2 go
materials and workmanship. i

e design makes the building som
nctional educational facility. The internal structure is not e
ctory. The walls show some weakness of construction
signed to accommodate 2 rapid flow of traffic. The corridors are not designed for
se in maintenance and are poorly lighted.

The service systems. Generally, the service systems’are unsatisfactory for
he comfort, convenience, and safety of the pupils. The building is satisfactorily
eated with an automatically gas-fired heating unit. However, the airl ducts are
ot equipped with themostatica]ly controlled dampers and the system is not zoned

0 permit the heating of the auditorium separately.

The artificial lighting system does not provide adequate i1lumination in the
slassroom at the task level, Glares and shadows are prevalent in many classrooms

and- the corridors are extremely dark. Tt is apparent that the wiring is in a good
and safe condition., The system permits flexibility of control with efficiency and

economy in use. y
Toilet facilities for both boys and girls are convenie

ntly located on each
floor of the building. .The facilities are also conveniently located for use by the
public during community activities in the aunditorium, However, there is an
insufficient npumber of urinals and lavatories; there is evidence of unsanitary
conditions in all the toilets. :

Building éonstruction is extremely fire-resistant with adequaté protection
around the areas involving special fire hazards. The exit system provides & satis-

factory means of egress from the areas where pupils are likely to gather. There
would be some hazard to personnel in gaining quick control of certain fires due to
the inconvenient location of the fire apparatus. The telephone, clock, bell, and
public address systems will satisfactorily serve the needs of the pupils and the

personnel.

The classrooms. The typical classroom of Potwin Elementary School contains
approximately square feet. This is too small for desirable classroom activities.
There is an insufficient pumber of both general and special classrooms for the
enrollment, Only 2 limited amount of storage space is available in most classTroomsS.
Tack of alibrary suite intensifies the need for additional space for storage of books.
Otherwise, most classTooms are attractively decorated and contain equipment of a

satisfactory nature.

There is an insufficient pumber of special classrooms for an enrollment of
approximately 450 pupils. The music room is also used for visual education. The

_ general purpose room has been divided into two sub-standard classrooms. The kitchen

no longer serves & useful purpose. The single Kkindergarten room is well located and
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ontains ahequate space for a large gTOUP. There are nn.special classrooms for art,
ci ce, OT remedial instruction. :

Special rooms. One of the major shortcomings of the school plant is the
inadequate facilities for pupil activities, There is no gymnasium for physical
sducation and play activities. The absence of a library suite unduly restricts
the educational program. The auditorium is the only facility available for pupil
activities and the fixed seating restricts its use. There are no dressing Trooms
readily accessible. Special service Trooms are provided but inconveniently located

on the second floor, Limited office space is available for the specialized personnel.

There is adegquate space in the principal's office suite for pupil and parent con-
ferences, clerical assistance, and storage of supplies and records.

Recommended Plant TImprovements

1. Expand the site by acquiring the residence adjacent to the school
2. Re-study the artificial lighting and correct where necessary

3, The school is crowded and promises to continue SO. Special classToomS,
' such as a library, gymnasium, and pupil activity areas are badly needed.
Study the building to see if a small addition can be- economically pro-

vided that will be educationally sound. The disadvantage of an addition
is, of course, the small site. This can be partially remedied by
following the suggestion on site expansion. This may be the way to
provide for the ultimate abandonment of the Clay attendance area. An
adjustment between Potwin, SumneT, and Clay would be involved.

\— K POTWIN BUTLDING EVALUATION
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structure,
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tory masonry was erected in
tne cormerl ] da Fa.irchild.

Y Elementary School, & three-s
pasic spacese

The Quinc
gok. The school occupie L acre site at
jtreets. The building contains the following

4 12 general ¢classrooms

1 music room
hE Kindergarten room
1 health room
1 lunch room
pi auditorium

1 administrative office suite

Estimated Cagcig and Enro

The Quincy Elementary School has an estimated capacity of 450 pupilse The i

actual enrollment foT +he 1957-58 echool year ¥as 1,66 pupilse e estimated |
1958 -to 1960 is 491, 502, and 515 respectively. !

enrollment for the school years

Evaluation of tne School plant
ding Eyvaluation Chart, the Quincy Element
scoTre jndicates that the school plant is
i should be replaced.

The
modern edu
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Scores on each of the major featur
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The school site. The school site in gen
?unctiona.l educational progran for an enrollment in excess
is entirely too S 0 and is not readily a.ccessible. Some students must travel
excessive dis ces under nazardous traffic conditions in order to reach the schoole
The school is located 31D a low-income area where seve undesirable pusiness
the jmmediate vicinity. The playground is too and
malntenance.

establishments are within
evidences lack of proper develo;:ment and
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Building design and structure; The foundation of the building is strong and
swable but the gross structure is no longer sound and free from hazards. The
building is no longer practical and efficient, either operationally or educationally.
It is highly inflexible and cannot be readily expanded. Walls, floors, and ceilings
are not air and water tight., The roof is in good repair. The internal structure is
thoroughly unsuitable for the éducational program. Numerous hazardous conditions
imperil the safety of the children., Some of the exits do mot open with the direction
of travel., The stairways are not “properly Tocated and of suitable design; they are

We. The corridors are not designed to accommodate
a rapl oW oT traific; the basement corridors have posts located in them. Other
corridors are excessively noisy and dark. CW
Wl}{ fire—proofed. indergarten pupils must use the basement
area and pupils' toilets are located in the basement, The & ditorium is located on
the third floor; this location is extremely i convenient for both pupil and community

use. There is an insufficient number of exits from the auditorium. The building
was not designed to facilitate administration and supervision.

 The service systems. The service systems of Quincy Elementary School are

woefully inadequate to meet the needs of the pupils and the personnel. ';_hr_b..ﬂ.aigs,
and ventilating system is obsolete. It does not provide continuous and automatically

controlled heat of the proper degree or an adequate supply of clean air of the proper

. The air ducts and vepidlat units are made of combustible material and
are not equipped with thermostati . = artificial lighting

system does not provide sufficient illumination at the task level. The boys' and
girls' toilets are located in the basement adjacent to each other. There are not
snough toilets for the enrollment. There are no toilets on the second and third
floors except those for teachers, The toilets are not located for convenience in
reference to community use of the auditorium. Wntam
an adequate number of urinals and lavatories and show signs of insanitation. They

are not properdl lighted, and were Dot designed for ease in maintenance
.  ——

“and supervision.

There is inadequate fire protection for the pupils and personnel of the school.
The building is not fire-resistant and the travel passages, both horizontal and ver=
tical, are hazardous. The clock and bell system is satisfactory but the fire alarm
system is obsolete. There is no intercommunication system within the building.

Classrooms. The typical classroom of Quincy Elementary School contains
&Pproximateli EE square feet. This is too small for the desirable classroom
activities of the modern educational program. There is an insufficient number of
classrooms to accommodate the present pupil population without the use of those rooms
which are clearly substandard. The kindergarten room is located in the basement and
is not satisfactorily equipped and furnished. The floors are cold and classroom
lighting is substandard.

The condition of "alllclassrooms is generally pooT. They are not attractive,
safe, and in good condition. There is insufficient illumination and the brightness
contrast is extremely high in the classrooms on the east side of the building. Most
classrooms do not have enough tackboard and storage space. Much of the equipment is
obsolete and in need of repair. There are no special classrooms except the kinder-
garten room,
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Special rooms. There is no gymnasium, library, or general purpose Toom. The
auditorium is inconveniently located on the third floor and does not have adequate

ventilation, acoustical treatment, or safety provisions. There is a limited amount
of storage space and equipment., It was not designed for public use since it does

not have suitable auxiliary offices, cloakrooms, and adjacent toilets. The heating
and ventilating system is not &

The custodian has very limited storage and workspace conveniently located.
There is no storage room for books, instructional supplies, and school equipment.
The teachers' lounges are satisfactory but the health clinic is located in the

basement and poorly equipped., The administrative office suite does not have
auxiliary rooms for conferences and is not properly furnished to be attractive and

dignified in appearance. ;

e amd

Recommendations for Plant Improvements

il Tt would be uneconomical and educationally unsound to spend money on this

building. It should be replaced at the earliest possible time on a new and adequate

site adjoining Garfield Park, The infringement of business and industry on the
L present site is quite apparent. Until the building is replaced do only those things

—

vhich will keep it safe and sanitary. i

QUINCY BUILDING EVALUATION

Site g’;m Ry Classrooms ?pecial Rooms . Total Rating
; Structure| Systems |Regular Special| Activities Service|Admin.| Score
l: Excellent .
- 8 —. Satisfactory
7
6 Sub-Satisf.
5 Border-Line
o i Poor
\ / .\ 3 Very Poor
\ // o o zé‘ Inadequate
\._— ./ ,/ I~ 1 Obsolete
\ ./ 0~ Unsuitable |
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QUINTON HEIGHTS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

The Quinton Heights Elementary School, a one-story brick structure, was
erected in 1954. The school occupies a site of approximately 4.8 acres at the
corner of Twenty-fourth Street and Topeka Averume. The building contains the
following basic spaces,

9 general classrooms

1 kindergarten rocm

1 library

1 general purpose room
1 teachers! lounge

1 health room

1 administrative office suite

Estimated Capacity and Enrollment

The estimated capacity of the building is 330 pupils. The actual enrollment
for the 1957-58 school year was 359 pupils. The estimated enrollments for the
school years 1958 to 1960 are 385, 375, and 385 respectively.

Evaluation of the School Plant

The Quinton Heights Elementary School scored 876 out of a possible 1,000
Points on the Building Evalnation Chart. This score indicates that the school plant
a highly satisfactory facility for the modern educational program. Scores on

®ach of the major features of the plant are shown on the Evaluation Chart.

The school site. The school site is located in a pleasing enviromment of a
:‘;‘;’ate income residential area. Many pupils must become involved in a definite
wd fic hazard on Topeka Boulevard, which could be eliminated by an overpass or an

€rpass. However, the special driveway from the Boulevard to the school has
eased the degree of safety to those persons using mechanized transportation.

e et B SE—

|




The site provides adequate space for a well-developed playground program.

Its terrain is hilly but proper drainage has increased its usefulness. The retain-
ing wall on the north side comstitutes a minor hazard. Otherwise, the site is well-

developed and provides adequate parking and playground spacee

Building design and structure. The building design and structure of the

Quinton Heights Elementary School is generally excellent. The foundation is strong

and stable; it is properly waterproofed and drained. The construction is of rein-
forced concrete and masonry which makes the exterior walls also strong and stable.
The bonded roof is still in excellent condition. The asphalt tile floors evidence
competent workmanship except in the rest rooms and corridors. The floors in the

rest rooms show humps and those in the corridors are slightly inclined. All rooms

have fiber glass tile ceilings, which are easily damaged, except in the rest rooms.

The plaster and tile-faced interior walls are durable and attractive. The west
corridor ceiling height is below a desirable standard.

The building design is highly functional for the elementary program. The
kindergarten room and patio are located at the end of the south wing of the build-
ing. Primary classrooms are adjacent to the kindergarten area. The general pur-
pose room is located at the end of the east building wing and readily accessible
for community use. The entrance and exit system was designed for maximum safety.

s

.ion and provide maxaimum comfort, convenience, and safety to pupils and personnel.
The building is properly heated and ventilated by an automatic gas and oil Kewanee
unit. Artificial lighting is excellent and supplemented by ‘bilateral lighting in
.. the classrooms. The bilateral lighting is not distributed and creates some dis-

to supplement artificial lighting.

The toilets are conveniently located and contain adequate fixtures. The
sewer drains were not constructed to permit ease in accessibility for repairs and
maintenance. The building is fireproof with 2 good fire alarm system. The fire
apparatus is properly located to facilitate quick control of fires. The clock,
bell, and telephone systems adequately serve the needs of pupils and personnel.

Classrooms. The typical classroom of Quinton Heights Elementary School

day educational standards. There are two small classrooms which contain approxi-
mately 700 square feet. All classrooms are in good condition and very attractive.
lack of control devices for the pnatural light constitutes the only major short-

coming,  Ceilings are acoustically treated and the floors are durable and attrac-
Hve, All classrooms are equipped with modern furpiture for maximum flexibility.

¢ The kindergarten room is quite spacious and contains excellent facilities
or a functional program. It has toilet facilities, sinks, work counters,
Saximum window area, and an adjacent patio. There is no art, music, or science

The service systems. The service systems were generally in excellent condi-

§
11
confort during particular periods of the day. Sky-domes are provided in the library t \

contains over 900 square feet. This is a most desirable size according to present

1
|
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room. Classrooms were not designed to permit effective use of visual education
materials, and no visual education room is available.

Special rooms. The general purpose room is of adequate size for a well-
developed activity program and normal community uses. The floor is not entirely
satisfactory but it is suitably equipped, heated, ventilated, and lighted. The
library has adequate auxiliary facilities but is not used for library purposes
at the present time. Generally, there is a sufficient amount of storage space for
all purposes. The teachers’ lounge is well—-lighted and attractive. The health
room is suitably equipped for emergency treatment. The principalts office is con=
veniently located and contains adequate auxiliary facilities except a school vault.

Recommended Plant Improvements

1. Minimize the traffic hazard on Topeka Boulevard as much as possible.

2. Provide better control of natural lighting.

3. Grade and improve the site with f£ills in lower areas.

Le Give careful attention to the possible need for an addition to this new
school to accommodate the growing enrollment.

QUINTON HEIGHTS BUILDING EVALUATION

. |Building R ;
Site|Design & |Service —Classroous Spseial fooms Total| Rating
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The Randolph Elementary School, a two-etory brick structure of Colonial g
Was erected in 1927, 4 small frame annex is locateq South of the building. The
school Occupies a site of approximately be1 acres at the corner of Thirteenth St
and Randolph Avenue., The school contains the following basic Spaces,

@i P = sgu % R ST o i
% ‘.

“ 14 general ¢lassrooms
o frame anney

1 kdndergarten room
1 health room

1 teachers’ lounge

1 auditoriym

B administrative office suite

: RANDOLPH
Estimateq Canacitz and Enrollment

The estimateqd Capacity of Randolph Elementary School is 480 pupiis, The
actual enrollment for the 1957-58 school year was 524 pupils, The estimated enroll-
ments for the 8chool years 1958 to 1960 are 573, 555, and 570 Tespectively, Ran-
dolph must have reljef from Lowman Hili, Southwest and Sheldon by a modification of
dits attendance area,

Evaluation of the School Plant

The Randolph Elementa:y School Scored 452 oyt of & possible 1,000 points op
the Building Evaluation Chart, This score indicates that the school plant jg an
average facility in comparison with others of similar ages Scores on the major
features of the plant are shown on the Evaluation Chart,

side of the site. Both the south and west sides should be Properly fenced, No
off-street parking Space is available ag now developed.
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Building design and structure. The building is structurally sound, and with
proper maintenance, should endure for many years. The foundation is strong and stable
although damp spots in the basement indicate that it is not waterproofed. Exterior
walls are weathertight and very stable. The roof is in good condition but the wood
floors are in an unsatisfactory condition.

The building is not highly functional for the modern elementary program but
this is characteristic of many school buildings constructed at a similar time. Blind
corridors exist on the top level and the stairways are narrow and steep. A small
auditorium is located on the top level.

Service systems. The building is heated by two hand-fired Pacific units.®
These units are not efficient, flexible, and easy to operate. (An automatic gas

.burner was installed in 1957.) The boiler room was in a very unsanitary condition.

The auditorium was not zoned for separate heating and ventilation is not satisfactory
throughout the building. Adequate illumination is provided by the recently installed

modern artificial lighting system. Some of the rest rooms do not have hot water

service; only a forty-gallon supply of hot water is available to the entire plant.
The rest rooms are conveniently located but poorly ventilated; there is evidence of
unsanitary conditions. The fixtures are secured to the walls.,

The incinerator systems consist of two metal barrels and the smoke is annoying
to pupils and personnel. The building is fire resistant but vertical and horizontal
passageways are not designed for ease in flow of traffic. Most classrooms have only
one exit. The frame annex is heated by a gas heater and constitutes a fire hazard.
The clock, bell, and telephone systems are adequate to serve the needs of pupils
and personnel. ¢

Classrooms. The typical classroom contains approximately 660 square feet.
This is somewhat small according to present day standards, but permits a reasonable
amount of group work within the classroom. Walls are durable, safe, and attractive.
Floors are not in a satisfactory condition; the ceilings of a few rooms have been
acoustically treated. Most classrooms contain adequate chalkboards; a few contain
an excessive number of chalkboards and tackboards. Storage space is very limited.
Only a few rooms are equipped with movable furniture.

The kindergarten room is small but well equipped and attractive, There is
no science, music, or visual-education room.

Special rooms. The auditorium is not properly located for effective use
and is rather small in size. It does not have adequate auxiliary facilities such
as dressing rooms, cloakrooms, or storage space. There is no library or general
purpose room. The custodian has only a very limited amount of space on each floor
for storage of supplies and equipment. The health room and principal's office
are not suitably equipped and furnished,

*An automatic gas burner was installed which replaced one of the coal
boilers in 1957,



Recommended Plant Improvements

1. Site expansion for off-street parking is needed.
2. Movable furniture should be provided in the classrooms.
3, Remodel and expand the health room and principal's office.
4, Install acoustical ceilings when needed.
S. Remove the frame annex as relief can be found in buildings in adjoining
attendance areas.
RANDOLPE BUILDING EVALUATION
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SHELDON ELEMENTARY SCEOOL

The Sheldon Elementary School was in the process of being constructed at
the time the building surveys were completed, The school was completed in 1957,
It is located at Seabrook and Munson Avenues on a site of approximately 2.5 acres.

The building contains the following basic spaces.
9 general classrooms
1 kindergarten room
1 molti-purpose

1 health room

1 administrative office suite

- SHELDON ELEMEN TARY

Estimated Capacity and Enrollments

The estimated capacity of the Sheldon School is 330 pupils, The actual
enrollment for the 1957-58 -school year was 274 pupils,

Recommendations

While vacant land is still available, the site should be extended to bring
the present sub-standard site to as near a standard elementary school site as
possible. (See recommendations of May 29, 1956; also see recommendations of
May 29, 1956 with Tespect to relationship.) Sheldon site extension would -
accommodate part of the area north of -Capper Junior High School and south and
east of Mount Hope Cemetery not adequately served by McCarter and Crestview.

91
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SOUTHWEST ELEMENTARY SCEOCQL

The Southwest Elementary School, a two-story brick structure, was erected in
1954, The school occupies a 6.3 acre site at the corner of Seventeenth Street and
Arnold Avenue, The building contains the following basic spaces.
® 18 general classrooms
3 kindergarten rooms
1 audio-visual room
1 music room
1 gymnasium
k5 auditori:nm

1 health room

1 library

1 administrative office suite

SOUTHWEST
Estimated Capacity and Enrollment

The Southwest Elementary School has an estimated capacity of 750 pupils,
The actual enrollment for the 1957-58 school year was 646 pupils, Certain pupil
groups will undoubtedly go to new schools in the west and southwest part of the
district, so the projected enrollments are not firm,

Evaluation of the School Plant

The Southwest Elementary School plant scored 859 out of a possible 1,000
points on the Building Evaluation Chart, This score indicates that the school plant

The school site. The school site is large and well landscaped. There is
Poor drainage on the east side of the building; the street is almost two feet higher
in elevation than the east sidz of the school site, Drainage tile would substantially
improve the condition, There is a shortage of parking space and sidewalks on the
south side would make the building more easily accessible,
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Building design and structure. Generally, the design and structure of the
building is excellent. It was constructed of good materials and evidences competent
workmanship., The major shortcoming of the structure is the excessive number of
large cracks in the walls due to settling. The roof leaks in the kindergarten area

and the building entrance steps may need additional support. The floors are durable
and attractive.

Building design is excellent for the modern educational program. The room
arrangement is satisfactory and the passageways were designed for ease in flow of
traffic, The exit system is adequate and acoustics are excellent.

Service systems. Generally, the service systems are adequate and in a satis-
factory condition. Two automatic gas and oil fired Kewanee boilers provide con-
tinuous and automatically controlled heat. The units are efficient, flexible, and
easy to operate, and capable of meeting heavy load requirements. The artificial
lighting system is excellent., There are not enough water fountains to adequately
serve the enrollment, Toilet facilities are conveniently located, durable, and
well lighted and ventilated., Maximum fire protection has been afforded the children
by a good exit system and a positive alarm system. The clock, bell, and telephone
systems are satisfactory. The incinerator is hazardous to playground activities.

Classrooms. The typical classroom of Southwest Elementary School contains
a=-roximately 750 square feet. This amount of space is ample for most classroom
¢ ivities although small according to present day educational standards. The
_enrollment is rapidly increasing and there may be an insufficient number to accom-
modate that anticipated for the near future. The walls are durable and safe except
for the cracks previously indicated, Classroom floors are attractive and in good
condition., All classrooms are bright and decorative in appearance, The chalkboards
are not satisfactory since they are extremely difficult to clean., There are no"
tackboards in the first grade room. Most classrooms have ample storage space.

The kindergarten rooms are spacious and well equipped. The music room is
extremely small in size, There are no science and home economics laboratories.
The audio-visual room is large and well equipped.

Special rooms. The gymnasium is large, well equipped, and properly lighted
and ventilated, There are no library facilities as classrooms are self-contained.
The auditorium is conveniently located for community use with good auxiliary
facilities, It has a seating capacity of approximately 370. The stage is small
and inaccessible from the fromt but is adequately equipped. Dressing rooms are
Zot accessible to the rest of the building without passing through auditorium
Space, There is ample storage space conveniently located for the custodian. The
teachers: lounge is attractive but small for the number it must accommodate. The
‘;?'“cipal's office is well located for ease in administration and supervision.
has adequate auxiliary facilities and is suitably furnished.
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Recommended Plant Improvements >
1. Improve the drainage on the east side of the site,
2. Provide engineering inspection amd make appropriate repairs of
structural defects as required. '
SOUTEWEST BUILDING EVALUATION
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STATE STREET ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

The State Street Elementary School, a two-story brick structure, was erected
n 1941. The school occupies a site of approximately 3,7 acres at the corner of
ummer and Division Streets. The building contains the following basic spaces.
: - 1L general classrooms
1 music-library room
1 kindergarten rocm
"1 general purpose room
1 health room
1 auditorimm

1 administrative office suite

A STATE STREET
Estimated Capacity and Enrollment

The school building has an estimated capacity of 510 pupils. The actual
enrollment for the 1957-58 school year was 549 papils. The estimated enrollment
for the school years 1958 to 1960 are 567, 570, and 585 respectively.

Evaluation of the School Plant

The State Street Elementary School scored 735 out of a possible 1,000 points
on the Building Evaluation Chart. This score indicates that the school plant is a
satisfactory facility for the modern educational prograile Scores on each of the
* major features of the plant are shown on the Evaluation Charte

The school site. The school is located in a moderate income residential

¢ area slightly to the east of the cemter of the attendance unit. There are some

+ traffic hazards to the south and west in reaching the school. Adequate play-
ground space is available for a well-developed programe Some of the hard surface

\
Mok
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pair and the vacated alley area needs grading., The athletic

gz ~e in need of re
erosion near the front walks.

1d w.as not been fenced and there are signs of

Building design and structure., The building is structurally sound and
uring, with best possible materials and workmanship. The foundation is strong
{ properly drained. The bonded roof of 1940 is in fairly good condition except .

. the library area which is not weatherproof. Wall and floor construction is
rerally satisfactory. Maintenance expense will be somewhat high for the wooden
ydow frames. The building is flexible and planned to permit mascimum utilization.
is practical and ‘efficient, both operationally and educationally. The form

i architecture are attractive and well suited to its locale., The corridors and
bbies are designed and located to accommodate and facilitate control of traffic

vement,

Service systems. The plant is heated by an automatic gas fired boiler; it
s a hand-fired coal upnit for auxiliary service. The heating unit is satisfactory
though it is not capable of meeting maximum load requirements. The artificial
ghting system is in good condition and provides adequate illumination. Toilets
+e conveniently located and in a satisfactory condition. The upper walls are in
ted of paint, The building is extremely fire resistant and contains 2 good exit
jstem, However, the boiler room was constructed directly below a classroom, Fire

pparatus is conveniently located to permit immediate control of fires., The coal
arnace is used as an incinerator. wEn

(

oom of State Street Elementary School con-
ains approximately 660 square feet. This is somewhat small in.terms of present day
tandards, There is an insufficient number of classrooms for the present enrollment
nd that anticipated for the near future, Ceilings and floors are in good condition
nd decorative in appearance. Most classrooms have only very limited storage and

:.ackb_qa.rd space, All rooms still contain fixed furniture.

Cla.ssroéms. The typical classT

K-8 program and the home economics and
rted to general classroom use.
tely 480 square feet, The library is also used
all, The kindergarten rooms are

The building was planned for a
industrial arts rooms have been conve

b
bne classroom contains only approxima

%or a music room and the health room is extremely sm

pacious and well-equipped.

o is satisfactory in size but poorly

Special rooms. The general purpose Iool
is an excellent facility and has a seating capacity of

quipped, The auditorium is

k76, It is well-decorated, equipped, ventilated, and lighted. The acoustics are

good and the two dressing rooms provide ample space. The teachers' lounge is

isuitably furnished and attractive., The principal's office is conveniently located
nd suitably furnished to be dignified in appearance. However, it has only very

mited auxiliary space for conferences and storage.

For this reason, '
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cémended Plant Improvements
1. Provide movable furniture for the classrooms.
2. Roof repairs Should' be made to preserve the building.
3, Grade and landscape the vacated alley area.
STATE STREET BUILDING EVALUATION
. |Building K )
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STOUT ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

The Stout Elementary School, a one-story brick structure, was erected in

55. The school occupies a site of approximately 6.6 acres at the cormer of
snty-Fourth Street and College Averme. The building contains the following

gic spaces.

13 general classrooms

1 general purpose rodm
1 library

1 kindergarten room

1 health room

1 teachers? lounge

i teacheg work room

1 administrative office suite

Estimated Capacity and Enrollment

i The building has an estimated capacity of 510 pupils. The actual enroll-
ment for the 1957-58 school year was 14O pupilse ’

Evaluation of the School Plant

On the Building Evaluation Chart, the Stout Elementary 3chool scored 849
out of a possible 1,000 points. This score indicates that the school is highly
satisfactory for a modern educational prograie Scores on each of the major
features of the building are shown on the evaluation charte

The school site. The school site of 6.6 acres is located in a good environ-
ment and is readily accessible by mechanized transportation. It is situated in

the northern portion of the attendance area. The traffic is fairly heavy on 24th
Street. The airplanes from the nearby airfield are scmewhat distracting. The
site had not been fully improved and landscaped at the time of inspection. The
northwest cormer of the site is swampy and the parking area was not hard-surfaced.
Fencing would be desirable on the sontheast corner and additional hard




ite will become a facility of which the commmnity will be proud.

Building design and structure. The building

iny serious defects or cmissions. Good materials and competent workmanship were | it
1sed in construction. The structure includes self-supporting concrete floors

ind roof and the exterior walls were constructed of

veight masonry units. The foundation and exterior walls are strong and stable. |

The floors are finished with pleasing color schemes

The building is well-placed to permit maximum atilization of the site and ‘ it
expansion. The corridors are somewhat narrow in comparison to present day Loy l i

standards but are properly designed, durable and attractive.
will adequately serve the needs of the community for many yearse i g

The service systems. Generally, the service
excellent. Most rooms are served with filtered and

air automatically introduced from the outside. Heat and ventilation

lounge are mamally controlled and the custodian’s
lated. The flush-mounted incandescent lighting

located outside the building.

Classrooms. The typical classroom of Stout

may work effectively within this space. There are

five classrooms are vacant.

usefulness. The walls, ceilings, and floors are S
are attractive and decorative in appearance.

second grades. The library is now used for musice.

urface would be desirable in the kindergarten area. When fully developed, the ‘ ‘ f
|
1

fixtures provide a sufficient i
amount of illumination. Natural light cannot be easily controlled and distributed §o g
because the windows open inwardly. Toilets are conveniently located and contain a i
 ‘ficient number of water closets, urinals, and lavetories. However, separate
toilet facilities are not available to the custodian.

The building is fire resistant and corridors were designed for man.nmm

safety. The clock, bell, and telephone systems will adequately serve the needs of
pupils and personnel. There is no public address system. The incinerator is

¥ approximately 750 square feet. Although somewhal small in size, classroom groups
Present enrollment and that anticipated for the near future. At the present time, g

A1l classrooms are equipped with modern fixtures for maximm flexibility.
The metal strips used to secure sections of chalkboards unduly restrict their

: The two kindergarten rooms are located at the north end of the building
and are well-equipped and quite spacious, each containing over 1,150 square feet.
One kindergarten is vacant and used as a music and playroom for the first and
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is structurally sound without

e |

|

{

face brick backed up with light- [ }
of asphalt tile. l
|

l}

The school plant

temperature conditioned fresh i
in the teachers?® i

room is not heated and venti-

\
|
systems of the school are Lo
|

Elementary School contains 'i |
|

sufficient classrooms for the - il

trong and durable. All rooms




Special rooms. The general purpose room is also well-equipped and spacious.
The asphalt tile floor is of light color which makes it extremely difficult to
maintain the attractive appearance. The noise from the fans is distracting and
the stage is poorly lighted. Only a limited amount of space is available for the
storage of over 400 chairs. Otherwise, the storage facilities for all services is
adequate. The teachers! lounge is not properly heated and ventilated. Only a
limited amount of space is available in the administrative office suite. However,
it is suitably furnished and ec_;uipped for convenience and dignified in appearance.

Recommended Plant Improvements

No improvements seem immediately necessary.

5 STOUT BUILDING EVALUATION
Building :
Site|Design & |Service Classrooms Special Rooms — Total Rating
Structure|Systems Regular Special Activities|Service|Admin. Score!
- 10
° L \\\ 9 Excellent
= /’*“e ) Led¥9 X
B \S\\\ = e—1 = 8 - Satisfactory
o ——° .
7
6 Sub-Satisf.
£ 5 Border-Line
I Poor
3 Very Poor
> Tnadequate
1 Obsolete
0 Unsuitable

e e
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SUMNER ELEMENTARY SéHOOL

The Sumner Elementary School, a two-story brick structure, was erected in
The building occupies & site of approx:'.mately 1.8 acres at the corner of
It contains the following basic spaces.

le

«th Street and Western Avenue.

2% >
L = 9 general classrooms

1 kindergarten room

1 general purpose room
1 boys' club room

== 1 community room

=S 1 auditorium

"33 1 administrative office suite

stimated Capacity and Enrollment

The building has an estimated capacity of 390 pupils. The actual enrollment
‘or the 1957-58 school year was 325 pupils. The estimated enrollments for .the school

rears 1958 to 1960 are 374, 378, and 387 respectively.

Svaluation of the School Plant

The Sumner Elementary School scored 459 out of 2 possible 1,000 points on the
Building Evaluation Chart. This score indicates that the school plant is a 3eneral1y !
poor facility for the modern educational program. Scores of the majoT features of

the school plant are shown on the Evaluation Chart. : -

The school site. The school is located on & site of 1.8 acres and is in 2
moderate income residential area with scattered business establishments. Some of the
nearby business establishments are unsightly and industrial odors are prevalent. An
adjacent thoroughfare constitutes & hazard to the safety of the pupils. There is
in size. A serious

_ very little playground area since the site is extremely
adjacent 1and is of higher elevation. Some of the

;ainage problem exists because
ledges appear to be hazardous.

|
|
|
|
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~ School building was 2
t as sound structurally as other properly

The foundation is weak and not properly

of an excessive amount of settlement and
in the

There are also majoTr cracks
It is apparent that competent workmanship

¢ of 1936 is in fair condition.

Building design and structure. The Sumner Elemen
1lic Works Administration project and is no
structed school buildings of similar age.
;erproofed and drained. There is evidence
s exterior walls appear to have breached.
terior walls in almost every classroom.

s absent in construction. The bonded TOO

‘The building is not easily expansible from either an operational or educational
andpoint. Additions would require an excessive amount of space in order to preserve
chitectural balance. The -site is extremely small and the building is not well-
aced. The main entrance is located on the southwest cormer but vertical passageways
f the building. The

.o located at the extreme ends of the north and east wings ©
isement is used for play activities; the support posts and its odd shape make it

ynfunctional for play activities.

of the school plant are
an automatic gas-fired unit. Drafts from
This results in a large amount
cannot be opened due to
t provide adequate

v glares and shadows.
urinals, or lavatories.

The service systems. Generally, the service systems
ot satisfactory. The plant is heated by
he univents in some classrooms are extremely heavy.
f unused space near the univents. Many classroom windows
yilding settlement. The artificial lighting system does 1o
{1lumination at the task level. The brick and tile intensif
loilets do not contain an adequate number of water closets,
L are poorly lighted and ventilated.

t the boiler room is located almost directly

f the building. There is no

The building is fire-resistant bu
bell, and telephone

below the vertical passage in the southeast wing ©
£ the building. The clock,

vertical passage in the center o
systems are adequate for the pupils and personnel.

entary School contains
day educational

e use of

Classrooms. The typical classroom of Sumner Elem
approximately 0 square feet. This is small in comparison to present
standards and the pooT heating and ventilating system further restricts th
ufficient number of classrooms for the present

the classroom space. rhere is a s
enrollment and that anticipated for the near future.

Classrooms for grades 1-6 contain fixed furniture which makes the rooms
inflexible., Walls and ceilings do not reflect light adequately without glare. The
floors appear to be in need of repair. Most classrooms contain an adequate number
of chalkboards but few tackboards., There is only a very limited amount of storage
space for teaching materials, equipment, and pupils’ projects.

few special classrooums. The industrial arts room has been

. The home economics room is used only a few hours each
The kindergarten room is suitably located, well-
It is flexible and decorative in appearance.

There are only &
converted to a classroom.
veek by the parochial schools.
equipped, and of adequate size.
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(  Special rooms. The general purpose room is located in the basement; it cannot
used effectively because of the exposed steel beams, the support posts, and its
regular design. The shower and locker room has only one entrance. The boys' club
om is also located in the basement adjacent %o the boiler room. The community

om is inconveniently located. in the tower and used primarily for PTA meetings.

The auditorium has adequate seating capacity but no dressing rooms. It has
ly hallway entrances. The stage is entirely inadequate and poorly equipped.
mtilation and lighting are not satisfactory. The auditorium is also used as the
.sual-education room. It contains ample storage space. There is no library although
)ace is available, The teachers' room is very small but well furnished. The admin-
strative office suite contains an adequate amount of space and is suitably equipped

1d furnished.

ecommended Plant Imgrovements

1. Expand the site by acquiring all the property in the block,

2. TUse movable furniture for greater flexibility.

3, Improve the artificial lighting.

L. Use the general purpose room only for emergency shelter,

5. Improve the ventilation system. '

6. Inspect and repair the exterior and interior walls.

7. Make more effective use of the home-economics room.

8. Check need for additional emergency exits from the upper level.
9, Check the foundation and strengthen if necessarye. i

SUMNER BUILDING EVALUATION

Building . o
Site|Design & |Service Classroons Special Rooms Total Rating
Structure|Systems | Regular Special ActivitieslService Admin.| Score
10
9 Excellent
8 — Satisfactory
S 7
- 5 _|sub-satist.
=° /. 5 Border-line
° T — X
oy ot Bl N\ / °"f Poor -

T \ ;

Very Poor

Obsolete

Unsuitable

——————————

\ / Z Inadequate
NZ 3
0

g




VAN BUREN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

The Van Buren Elementary School, a three-story masonry structure, was
erected in 1910. The school occupies an approximate 1 acre site at the corner
of Sixteenth and Van Buren Streets. The building contains the following basic
spaces. ; !

7 general classrooms
1 kindergarten room
1 health room

1 lunch room

1 auditorium

1 administrative office

F

| VAN BUREN -
Estimated Capacity and Enrollment

The building has an estimated capacity of 270 pupils. The actmal
enrollment of the 1957-58 school year was 207 pupils. The estimated enrollment
for the school years 1958 to 1960 is 273, 274, and 281 respectively.

Evaluation of the School Building

The Van Buren Elementary School scored 359 out of a possible 1,000 points
on the Building Evaluation Chart. This score indicates that the building is
very poor as a functional plant for the modern educational program. Scores on
the major features of the plant are shown on Evaluation Chart.

The school site. The school site, .93 acre, is very poor for educational
Purposes. It is too small to properly accommodate the enrollment in terms
;tn : well-developed program. It is, however readily accessible to the pupils
he attendance area. Pupils are required to travel only a short distance by

104
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fo»d streets and sidewalks in order to reach the site, however the traffic on’
jeventeenth Street is quite hazardous. The enviromment is not wholesome because
:ndesirable businesses are located in the immediate vicinity. Except for limited
size, its physical features are satisfactory. The fence around the site is in
jeed of major repairs. No parking space is available.

Building design and structure. The gross structure of the building is
sound and enduring. There is some evidence that the foundation is not properly
vaterproofed and drained. Exterior walls appear to be strong and weathertight.
[nterior walls and floors are in good condition. The roof is in excellent condi-
sion.

3 The design of the building is obsolete. It is not readily expansible
without destroying its balance. The three-story structure makes the building
aighly inflexible. -The location and design of the auditorium is entirely unsatis-
factory. The building was designed for pupil activities in the basement area.
Corridors and lobbies are not designed to accommodate and control traffic flow.

Service systems. Generally, the service systems of the building are
obsolete. The hand fired coal furnace does not permit a contimmous and automati-
cally controlled supply of heat of the proper degree. It is extremely difficult
to keep the furnace room clean. The air ducts are not equipped with thermostati-
¢~11y controlled dampers. The unit is not efficient, flexible, or easy to

rate. The artificial lighting system seems to provide an adequate amount of
illumination. . =

There are an insufficient number of toilets for the pupils and they are
improperly located. The only toilets for the pupils are located in the base-
ment. They contain an insufficient mumber of urinals and lavatories. These
toilets are not properly lighted and ventilated; there is evidence of unsanitary
conditions. Teachers have been provided separate toilet facilities which appear
to be adequate and sanitary.

The building is extremely fire resistant but adequate fire protection has
not been provided for those rooms adjacent to the furnace. The exit system from
the auditorium is not satisfactory. The building does contain a positive and
fool-proof fire alarm system. However, some emergency exits are provided through
the windows to outside fire escapes. The clock, bell and intercommunication
systems seem to be satisfactory.

f Classrooms. The typical classroom of the Van Buren Elementary School con-

1 tains approximately 713 square feet. The classrooms are small in comparison to

;& desirable size under present educational standards. Most classrooms-have corner

locations. Brightness contrast is extremely high which indicates the need for

light comtrol devices. Generally, the walls and ceilings are durable and in

go%od condition; they are decorative in appearance and reflect light by diffusion

¥th a minimm of glare. Classroom floors are generally in an unsatisfactory
dition., Most classrooms have an excessive number of chalkboards and insufficient

tackboard space. Fixed furniture is a limitation -upon educational usefulness of

Fthe classrooms.

=

— == |
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The kindergarten room is of adequate size and is well equipped. However, the
b__ement is not satisfactory for its location. There are no specigl classrooms for
art, music, visual-education; or remedial instruction. .

Special rooms. The Van Buren Elementary School does not contain a gymnasium
or library suite. The lunchroom, which is located in the basement, is also used
for an activity room. Its location is undesirable and it is poorly equippéd and
furnished. The auditorium is located on the third floor and is definitely sub-
standard. It is long and narrow with poor acoustics. It is not zoned for separate
heating and ventilation.

The custodian has ample storage facilities in the basement but only limited t
space on the other floors. The teachers' lounge is quite satisfactory since it is 8
conveniently located and comfortably furnished. The health room is located :
adjacent to the principal's office on the main floor but is too small and not i
properly equipped. The principal!s office is very small, and only limited space is
available for storage and files.

Recommended Plant Improvements

This building should not be considered a part of the long-range building i
requirements for the school district. Only those improvements having to do with i
health and sanitation and such educational adaptations as can be made without major i
expense should be undertaken. See the recommendations for reference to this school i
and the Monroe School only a short'distance away. Some of the improvements that o
should be made regardless of its ultimate abandonment are

1. Modernization of heating and ventilating system :
2. Improve the control of natural and artificial light | |
3. Relocation of kindergarten if space and enrollment will permit |

4. Make more adequate provision for a health room and the administrative ;
offices . : ;
5., Improve the sanitation in the pupil toilets.
- - i
VAN BUREN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL I ;
Building . fh
Site|Design & | Service Classrooms Special Rooms . Total Rating G
Structure| Systems | Regular [Special |Activities|Service |Admin. Score ' }‘ ‘
10 i
Excellent N
9 l |
8 —|Satisfactory !
. . |
74 CHELLE
6 Sub-Satisf. ‘ ('} !
s %t : s / \ s Border-Line :i
——— - / \\ / \ i Poor ‘ ;i
o \ // \.\ / \Fsssq Very Poor ‘I
s / \\ / > Tnadequate i
\ / Obsolete
5 2
0 Unsuitable
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WASHINGTON ELEMENTARY SCHEOOL

The Washington Elementary School, a two-story brick structure, was erected
in 1910, The school occupies a 1 acre site at the corner of Eleventh and Wash-
ington Streets. The building contains the following basic spaces.

o

= 8 general classrooms

1l gymnasium

.. 1 kindergarten room

¥ 1 industrial arts room

B 1 home economics room

1 ad.ministrativé officé suite

1 music room

WASHINGTON
E;timated CaEci%x and Enrollment

The building has an estimated capacity of 330 pupils. The actual enrcll-
ment for the 1957-58 school year was 187 pupils., The estimated enrollment for
the school years 1958 to 1960 is 241, 255, and 266 respectively.

Evaluation of the School Plant

On the Building Evaluation Chart, the Washington Elementary School scored
529 out of a possible 1,000 points. This score indicates that the school plant
is rated borderline as a facility for the modern educational program. Scores
of each of the major features of the plant are shown on the Evaluation Chart.

’

The school site. Although the site is small (1 acre), it has been well
developed, and serves the needs of the enrollment satisfactorily. It is not
easily accessible and pupils are subjected to traffic hazards in order to reach
it. The enviromnment is satisfactory with the exception of nearby establishments.
A railroad traverses the near vicinity and a nearby elevator burms chaff from
“eat at all hours. This is quite disagreeable and has become a nuisance to the

. 7Upils and personnel. :
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Building design and structure. The building is structurally sound and will
endure for many years with proper repairs and maintenance. The foundation is
strong and stable and the roof is in good repair, Generally, the walls are strong
and weathertight. A few ceilings evidence cracks and water spots. The building
evidences excellent maintenance for an extended period. It is safe, attractive,
and generally in good condition.

The design of the buildiné is its major limitation upon its usefulness
for the educational purpose. There are outside fire escapes and the corridors are
extremely narrow. 2

The service systems. Generally, the service systems of the plant are very
poor. The toilets and gymnasium, in particular, are not properly ventilated.
The heating unit is in good repair but will not provide sufficient heat of the
proper degree., The air ducts are built of combustible material and are not
equipped with thermostatically controlled dampers. The unit is not efficient,

flexible, easy to operate, or capable of meeting needed requirements in prolonged
cold weather.

The artificial lighting system leaves much to be desired, Glares and
shadows are prevalent in many classrooms and the brightness contrast is extremely
high. Toilets are conveniently located but those on the second floor are not
properly ventilated. There are a sufficient number of lavatories for the en-
rollment. Some of the lavatories are not in good condition and, therefore,
¢ ear to be unsanitary, There are no separate toilet facilities for the
t.achers or the custodian.

Building construction is fire-resistant but narrow travel passages and
outside exits constitute hazards in the event of fire, The fire alarm system
is obsolete, Classrooms do not have clocks but the bell system operates quite
satisfactorily. There is no centralized inter-communication system among
classrooms, service rooms, and offices. There is only a limited provision for
the use of audio-visual equipment.,

Classrooms. The typical classroom of the Washington Elementary School
contains approximately 670 square feet. The rooms are smaller than the
desirable space according to present educational standards., However, there
are a sufficient number of classrooms available and the class size may be
Teduced if necessary to provide additional space for classroom activities.
Generally, the classroom walls and ceilings are attractive, durable, and in
good condition. The color scheme for the classrooms is. excellent. Most
classrooms lack adequate tackboard and storage space. Neither the artificial
lights or the control of natural light is satisfactory.

There are only two special classrooms. the kindergarten room and the
Dusic room, The kindergarten room is like any other general classroom; it

lacks proper equipment and space for a functional program, The music room is
located on the second floor adjacent to the administrative office. It is poorly
" 'ipped and has not been acoustically treated. The storage facilities for the
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jic room are inadequate. There are not special classrooms for art, visual
¢ .on, OF remedial instruction. The home economics and jndustrial arts

yms are vacant.

The gymnasium is of adequate size for physical education

d play activities of all pupils in terms of a well-developed program. How=-

er, it is not well equipped and the floor is mnot in good condition. Heating

4 ventilation in the gymnasium is unsatisfactory. There is only a 'single
'essing room and no other auxiliary rooms. The locker rooms are not properly
ghted and ventilated; they are in an unsanitary condition., There is 10

Jbrary although suitable space is available, The custodian has adequate storage
sace, There is no health clinic. The administrative office is very small and
»t properly located for ease in administration. However, it is very neat,
ttractive, and auxiliary storage space is available.

Special rooms.

ecommendations for Plant Imgrovements

1. . Replace the artificial lighting system

2. Install light control devices

3, Develop the parking space into playground area

4, Improve the heating and ventilation, particularly for the gymnasium
Se Relocate administrative office to first floor’

6. Install acoustical treatment for music Toom.

ed to the Parkdale School., It differs
e Parkdale and Washington are both

.The use of this building is relat

7
£ _a4 the Monroe-Van Buren situation sinc
better school buildings, more desirably located and operating, and promise to

operate for some time, & instances., These schools will

probably need to be operated for several years and should be thought of as part
of the long-range Program. Obviously the ages of both buildings limit the inter-.

pretation of "long-range' in this instance.

t near capacity in both

WASEINGTON BUILDING EVALUATION ;_J

TTRET
uilding Classrooms Special Rooms A—J Total Rating

Site|Design & |Service
| Structure| Systems | Regular Special Activities|Service Admin4 Score

f _Llo
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BOSWELL JUNICR HIGH SCHOOL

School, btuilt in 1922, is located at Thirteenth
one-block site, less two lots, upon which houses

puilding houses the librarye

The Boswell Junior High
eet and Boswell Avenue on 2
~e located.

A wooden temporary

Boswell was originally puilt for an
i elementa.ry,school and is 311-adapted
 to junior high school use.

1ding although

T¢.is a three-story buil
the lower floor was probably con~
und™ floore. It is

ceived as a "gro

misleading to 1ist the facilities in
this building as related to good
junior high school use since
special facilities are inadequate.

junior high school
use the building scored 246 points
on a 1,000 point scale. The dis-

tribution is shown on the Building

Bvaluation Charte

On the basis of

his study this school has been added to and remodeled
ies are at least naverage™ to ngood for janior high
cilities were provided

this remodeling improved fa
ffices, and sanitary and heating

During the course of ¢

to the point where its facilit
school use.” In the course of
for library, music, administrative and guidance ©
facilities.

An addition has provided for shops, homemaking, arts and crafts, 2 combined
gymnasium and multi-purpose roome. The artificial 1ighting has also been modernized
and numerous. safety factors improved.

£

,}‘ [/
The capacity of the remodeled unit is appro:d.mately 750 pupils in 26 teacher
stations. (Note: The lots and houses adjacent to the school have been acquired
removed since the survey begane. )

and the temporary
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:c._mendations
1. The original recommendations for remodeling and an addition to this
school have been carried out.
2. Modernize all furniture and equipment throughout.
3. Surface enough of the play area to provide for outdoor physical
education activities and thereby help overcome the small site.
BOSWELL BUILDING EVALUATION
Building e i
Site|Design & |Service Classrooms Special Rooms o Dot Rating
Structure|Systems | Regular|Special |Activities Service|Admin.| Score
10
Excellent
9
8 — Satisfactory]
i
6 Sub-Satisf.
5 Border-Line
o ° 14. Poor
/ \\ 3 Very Poor
° // \, =7~2w Inadequate
e A | A, _|obsolete
S / !
= 0 Unsuitable




CAPPER JUNIOR HIGE SCHOOL

The Arthur Capper Junior High School is a modern two-story structure located
at Nineteenth and Hope Streets. The original building was Washburn Rural High School.
In 1955, a two-story reinforced concrete building was completed. The building con-
tains the following basic spaces.

17 regular classrooms
art room |

music room
cafeteria

library - study hall
auditorium
homemaki‘r:xs rooms..

science room

PO R VU = S T N R

industrial arts rooms

H

gymnasium

e o e

; 5 1 office
CAPPER JUNIOR HIGH

1 health room

Estimated Capacity and Enrollment

The estimated capacity of the Capper Junior High School is 600 pupils. The
actual enrollment for 1957-58 was 491 pupils. The estimated enrollments for the
school years 1958 to 1960 are 52k, 626, and 706 respectively.

Evaluation of the School Plant

The 1955 addition succeeded in providing a building that is satisfactory for
a modern junior high school program. Capper scored 691 out of a possible 1,000
points on the Building Evaluation Chart. Scores on the major features of the plant
are shown on the Evaluation Chart. '

The school site. The school is located strategically to serve its pupil
population. Access is difficult because of lack of walks. The site of approxi-
/ tely 8.5 acres is too small to allow for the development of adequate outdoor
__tivities for 600 pupils.
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Building design and structure. Excellent planning went into the addition.
The overall effect is good. The older structure housing gymnasium and shop may
hamper those Programs when the full enrollment of 600 is reached.

Service systems. The heating system is excellent. Special ventilation is
needed in the shop. Lighting in the new structure is good. Improvement could be
made in the old part of the building, particularly the shop. The old building is
less fire resistant than the new. Special precaution against fire hazards should be
exercised and plans made for quick detection and alarm,

Classrooms. The typical classroom contains about 750 square feet., All
general conditions could be described as excellent or satisfactory. Chalkboards in

the older classrooms are in poor condition. More storage and shelf space is desir-
able in the classrooms,

Sgecial rooms. One science room may handicap the program when enrollment
reaches 600, The gymnasium is small, Special effort should be made to develop a
varied program for physical education outside the gymmasium to relieve it, No
office space for counselors is available. ;

Recommended Plant Improvements

1. f it becomes economically possible in the future, expand the site.

I
2. Provide play areas for volley ball and other outdoor games, preferably
surfaced,

3. Consider development of parkin

4. Improve the lighting in the shop area and older classrooms.
5+ Improve sanitation in boys' locker room.

B CAPPER BUILDING EVALUATION
Building :
Site Design & Service Classrooms Special Rooms Total Rating
Structure|Systems Regular|Special Activities|Service Admin.| Score
10
9 Excellent
= 2 8 -JSatisractory
w\\g\ // \ / \ o
\ 4 \ e | g R
A o=l g ub-Satisf.
\\ ,// 5 Border-Line
\\ ,// 4 Poor
N e
: o 3 Very Poor
2 Inadequate
/ 1 Obsolete
0 Unsuitable
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CRANE JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL

The Crane Junior High School, a three-story structure of concrete and brick,
was constructed in 1929. The school occupies a site of approximately 2.2 acres at
Sixteenth and Tyler Streets. The school contains the following basic spaces.
regular classrooms
shops
gymnasium
library
music room
clinic
teachers' rdom
office

art room

home economics rooms

CRANE JUNIOR HIGH 1 auditorium

Estimated Capacity and Enrollment

The estimated capacity of Crane Junior High School is 525 pupils. The actual
enrollment for the 1957-58 school year was 340 pupils. The estimated enrollments
for the school years 1958 to 1960 are 437, 502, and 608 respectively.

Evaluation of the School Planmt

Crane Junior High School scored 28l out of a possible 1,000 points on the
Building Evaluation Chart. This score indicates that the school plant is an
inadequate facility for a sound educational program.

The school site. The attendance area extends from the Kansas River on the
north to Twenty-ninth Street on the south, making a long and rather narrow attendance
area. It is located on Topeka Avenue, one of the principal through highways. The
residential area in which it is located has many older, large residences that have
been converted into multi-family dwellings. Traffic noises are the main distraction.
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The site is very small to accommodate the 380 to 400 pupils. The site is
broken by one residencé on the southeast corner, and by three on the northeast corner
The football field is several blocks south across the creek, The playgrounds are
well fenced. Parking space is being provided in ocne area that is not accessible or
large enough for play space. If the residences that infringe on the site could be
obtained, it would improve the site considerably.

Building design and structure. Crane Junior High School was built in 1929
as a semi-basement, three-storied structure, The gymnasium is in the basement area
under the auditorium.

In the regular classrooms, no ceilings have been installed., The open concrete
beams and ceiling are unattractive and make teaching difficult because of acoustical
problems. The unfinished ceilings in the corridors produce a high noise level.
Outside doors have deteriorated and are difficult to operate from the inside using
the panic bars, and are unattractive.

i
Service systems. The entire building needs to have more adequate artificial
lighting. The principal and the janitor reported some problems with the sewerage
system in the cooking room. Ceiling damage was apparent.

In a building of this size and U-shape, there would seem to be some question
about the adequacy of the fire warning system. Some of the fire doors in the corri-
dors seem to block passage from certain rooms.

. Classrooms. The regular classrooms are equipped with fixed seats., This
inflexible arrangment is a distinct handicap to effective utilization of the space,
Considerable flexibility in utilization of the space would be possible if movable
furniture were provided. The rooms are somewhat smaller than would be desirable
for a modern program.

Along with improved artificial illumination, effectively used color could
improve both attractiveness and learming conditions. The halls are particularly
in need of attention.

Framing around many of the chalkboards is in poor condition. Some are
splintery, and most needs replacement.

The noise level in the halls is high because of the lockers and lack of

acoustical controls. Principal and teachers feel that this is a problem in the
school.

«

Séecial rooms. The shops are small, equipment is obsolete, and electrical
outlets are improperly located to service the equipment., Lighting is very poor
for the tasks to be carried on in this area.

The science laboratory should challenge the best minds to creative thinking

and experimenting, - Space seems adequate, but equipment, display and storage
facilities are not.
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The home economics rooms seem to have ample space and the equipment is in
good condition. Consideration might be given to providing a modern arrangement of
home economics equipment to insure a more active program than the present arrange-
ment provides for. The "apartment" is small, poorly equipped. Consideration should
be given to making this room into an office for the teacher, improving it and
re-equipping it for an apartment, or for p0551bly providing a stairway to the second
floor.

No cafeteria is prbvided. Many of the students travel some distance to school
because of the shape of the attendance area. i

Facilities for school staff should be considered in any program of improvement
undertaken on the building.

Administrative offices need space for waiting room, workroom, storage, or

records. Some provision needs to be made for guidance and counseling under private
conditions.

Recommended Plant Improvements.

X Enlarge site by acquiring residences that infr:.nge on the site. (Note:
This has been done.)

2. Install acoustical ceilings in classrooms and corridors.

3. Replace outside doors for safety.

4, Equip classrooms with modern movable seats.

5. Redecorate throughout.

6. Replace splintered and broken framing on chalkboards.

7. Modernize equipment in shops and provide proper, safe electrical outlets.

8. Science equipment and display facilities should be modernized.

9. Seek to provide appropriate space and facilities for teachers' room,
principal and counselors.

10. (Note: Lighting has been improved since the study.)

CRANE BUILDING EVALUATION
Building y .
Site|Design & |Service Slassropny Special Soouws Totall Rating
Structure|Systems |Regular|Special|Activities|Service|Admin.| Score
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8 = Satisfactory
7
6 Sub-Satisf.
. 5 Border-Line
5 . 4 Poor
siios '\\ A/ \1 3 Very Poor
SO X P £'*% | Inadequate |
\I\ ] \\ / 1 Obsolete
C]
) 0 Unsuitable
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CURTIS JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL

The Curtis Junior High School is a semi-basement, three-story building com=
pleted in 1927. The school occupies & site of 1.8 acres. It has a >=-acre athletic
field at Central Avenue and Paramore Street. The school contains the following
basic spacese.
5 ' 9 regular classrooms

science room

music room

homemaking rooms
industrial arts rooms
art room

auditorium

gymnasium

library and office
teachers' room
administrative office
== clinic

P e i

CURTIS JUNIOR HIGH
Estimated Capacity and Enrollment

The estimated capacity of Curtis Junior High School is 450 pupils. The actual
enrollment for the 1957-58 school year was 284, The estimated enrollments for the
school years 1958 to 1960 are 34ls, 355, and 395 respectively.

Evaluation of the School Plant

o Curtis Junior High School scored 372 out of a possible 1,000 points on the
Building Evaluation Chart. This score jndicates that the school plant is very poor
for a sound educational programe

The school site. Rectangular shape is broken by one residence on the north-
west part of the site. Grounds are strewn with glass and other broken objects.
Unpaved street in front of the building is unsightly and increases maintenance costse
Terrace and landscaping at the front of the building are potentially attractive.
However, erosion of the terrace needs to be controlled. The football field is two
blocks away. Traffic hazards should be recognized in this arrangement.

i
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Building design and structure. An exit from the gymnasium to the outside is
needed from a safety standpoint. From an educational standpoint, an exit to the

playground would encourage getting the physical education classes outside. An exit
from the dead-end hall on the second floor science room is needed for safety. Roof
flashing and drainage has caused damage to walls. Acoustics are poor in all of the |
building except the music room and auditorium. Acoustical tile in halls and class= }
rooms would improve the situation. : }

French windows in all classrooms create serious problems of light control and i
ventilation. If windows are opened the shades cannot be drawn to control light.
Venetian blinds would probably be the most economical solution to this serious prob- i
lem in the classroom. : 3

Service systems. Traps on radiators are rusted, preventing proper operation

of the heating system. Shop classroom needs ventilation. Storage room for paints

has an opening for a vent fan and needs one installed. Artificial lighting is entirely
inadequate. The Board has plans for the drawing of lighting specifications for the
building. (Has been accomplished.)

" The water supply does not provide sufficient pressure for either drinking or
flushing toilets. The Principal reports this is due to the adjustment made by the
janitor. More toilets and washbasins are needed. Principal: reports that many
children come to school and use the toilets because there are many outdoor privies
in the area. '

There is no fire alarm station near the boiler room, and no connection to
the city alarm system.

. Classrooms. The regular classrooms are somewhat small for a modern educa=
tional program. French windows with drawn shades create difficult teaching con=
ditions because windows must be closed if shades are to control light. Acoustical
tile has not been used. Installation of acoustical tile, venetian blinds, and

] flourescent lights would improve these classrooms considerably.

Special rooms. From a safety standpoint, the gas hotplates in the art room
are not installed far enough from the wall. (Paper and curtains were within a few
inches of the flame.)

An exit from the gymnasium to playground seems desirable to encourage use
of playground and to insure safety of crowds in case of fire at the fromt corridor.

Toilet and shower rooms are unsanitary and unsafe. Rusted shower stalls are
a regl safety hazard. They need ventilation and complete renovation. There is no
provision for men teachers' room. :

A small vacant room on the first floor is being used for a health room. It
is poorly decorated, distant from office supervision, and inadequately equipped.
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- The principal's office lacks ventilation and privacy, needs additional space
for workroom and the waiting room. A vault for record storage is needed.

Recommended Plant Improvements

1.
24

3.
Ll"
Se

Enlarge the site by acquiring residential properties. adjacent.

Improve athletic field by extending to Soldier Creek and closing Evelyn
Street and Catherine Street.

Pave the street in front of the building, This will cut maintenance cost
and improve atmosphere of school building.

Control the erosion of the terrace. Clean up glass and other debris on
grounds.

Provide new exit from gymnasium to outdoors for safety and educational
improvement,

Provide an exit from the dead-end hall near the science room on the second
floor.

Repair roof leakage.

Improve acoustics in classrooms and halls.

Install venetian blinds to control severe sunlight problem.

Replace worn traps on radiators.

Install vent fan in place provided in paint room or shop.
Administration should see that water pressure is not reduced below need
by custodian's adjustments.

Provide proper safeguards or remove hotplates in art room.

Improve floor in music room.

Completely renovate showers and toilet rooms.

Note: Classroom lighting has been improved since the survey.

CURTIS BUILDING EVALUATION

Site

Building
Design & |Service
Structure|Systems | Regular|Special |Activities|Service Admin.| Score
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EAST TOPEKA JUNIOR HIGE SCHOOL

7

The East Topeka Junior High School, a two-story brick and concrete structure,
was erected in 1936. The school occupies a.site of 3.2 acres at the cormer of Eighth
and Lake Streets. The school contains the following basic spaces.

regular classrooms

industrial arts rooms

homemaking
art rooms
music room
gymmasium
auditorium
office

health room
lteac!ners' room
EAST TOPEKA JI{NI(?R HIGH : 1 library

Estimated Capacity and Enrollment

The estimated capacity of East Topeka Junior High School is 800 pupils. The
estimated enrollments for the school years 1958 to 1960 are difficult because of
possible inclusion of pupils from the annexed areas. A very rough estimate for the
years 1958 to 1960 are 571, 610, and 653 respectively.

Evaluation of the School Plant

. This is basically a good building needing some renovation. The East Topeka
Junior High School scored 526 out of a possible 1,000 points on the Building Evalu=-
ation Chart. This score indicates that the school plant is border-line for accom-
modation of a modern educational program.

The school site. The school site does not provide adequate playground for
all of the activities to be carried on. The school uses a portion of Chandler Field
which is some distance from the school site. The school is located in a residential
area and there are no particular traffic hazards involved in reaching the school.
This school seems to be thought of by the principals as much more of a "trade" school
than the other junior high schools are.
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Building design and structure. Some of the floors are in unsatisfactory
condition. Some of the wooden floors have wide cracks and loose boards. Entrances
and exits to this structure are well located and are of good fire-proof comstruction.
However, the outside doors almost without exception were very difficult to operate
and constituted something of a safety hazard. Even with heavy weight on the panic
bars some of the doors would not give readily,

No particular acoustical problem exists except in the science room., This is
a long room with no acoustical tile to control the sound.

Service Systems. The heating and ventilation seem to be satisfactory in so
far as service is concerned. Notable exceptions to this would be the ventilation in
the boys' dressing room, the shop storercom, the glrls' dressing room, and the music
room. Humidity in both the boys' and girls! dressing rooms is contributing to a very
unsatisfactory condition in both of these rooms.

Artificial lighting in general needs to be improved. Particular attention

should of course be given to those areas where the task calls for more light, such
as industrial arts, science, and sewing rooms,

In general, the construction in this building seems to provide for fire
protection. The forge installation in the shop, placed as it is on a wooden floor
in a room with a flamable ceiling seems to pose a fire hazard. At the time of our
visit, fine coal dust was spread in a circle of some six to seven feet around the
forge, and sacks of coal in gunny sacks were leaning against the forge.

The paint room had a wooden storage bin and was unventilated, A large barrel
containing flamable refuse and paint rags was standing in the shop room.

Shop storage was inadequate and the storage shelves were wood and were over-
loaded to the point of being dangerous. Some items of equipment and supplies were
suspended in precarious pPositions over the exits of the shop room. A careful survey
of the shop layout from a safety standpoint should be conducted, ;

Classrooms. Much of the equipment is fixed to the floor and not adequate
to meet the needs of the modern program of education., The space available in some
of the classrooms cannot be used because of fixed rows of seats, even though class

size is small enough to be accommodated in the room if movable furmiture were
available,

Special rooms., Dressing rooms for both boys and girls need a thorough
Tenovation. They are improperly ventilated and this bas contributed to the deteri-
oration of the pPlastered walls. Metal shower stalls have rusted completely away at
the floor and are extremely hazardous, These Tooms are inadequately lighted and
are definitely not,conducive to cleanliness under pPresent conditions.

The library does not have sufficient light for reading tasks,

No provision has been made for taking care of the need of the staff for a

Place for some leisure and privacy. Conversion of a room for this purpose is
recommended, ;



i i .Ii .I[‘—

vault.

122

The principal's office needs conference facilities, waiting room, and storage

Recommended Plant Improvements

1. Outside doors should be replaced or repaired to insure safety of exdrt.
2. The science room should have acoustical problem solved by installation
of tile. :
3. Improve ventilation in boys' and girls' dressing rooms, shop storeroom,
and the music room. .
4., Design safer shop lumber storage.

5. Replace classroom furniture with movable type equipment.

6. Renovate boys' and girls' dressing rooms.
7. Convert and redecorate a classroom for teachers' room.

E B

EAST TOPEKA BUILDING EVALUATION
Building :
Site[Design & |Service p——Cia8STOOMS Special Rooms Total] Rating
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HIGHLAND PARK cmm JUNIOR HIGH SCEOOL

The Highland Park Central Junior High School, a two-story brick structure,
vas erected in 1935. It occupies a site of approximately 2.5 acres across the street
from three elementary school buildings at the cormer of Burgess and Indiana Avenues.
The building contains the following basic spaces.

12 general classrooms
1 music room
1 band room
1 auditorium
. 1 gymnasium

1 administrative office suite

HIGHLAND PARK CENTRAL

Estimated Capacity and Enrollment

The estimated capacity of the building is 275 pupils. The actual enroll=-
ment for the 1957-58 school year was 331 pupils. Only grades seven and eight were
accommodated in this building.

BEvaluation of the School Building

On the Building Evaluation Chart, the Highland Park Central Junior High
School building scored 450 out of a possible 1,000 points. This score indicates
that the bpilding is generally poor as a facility for a sound educational programe

The school site. The school is located in a medium economic level environ-
ment among scattered commercial areas. The size of the site is wholly inadequate
for pupil activities of a sound educational program; & Very limited amount of
space is available for playgrounds and athletic fields. It is readily accessible
to mechanized transportation but pupil congestion intensifies traffic hazards
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during peak hours. Parking space is very limited. There are few signs of erosion
which indicate faulty drainage.

Building design and structure. The form and architecture of the building
are attractive and well suited to its locale. The building was formerly the High-
land Park High School. It is wholly inadequate in terms of its functiomality for
either a sound elementary or junior high school -program. The building is not
flexible to permit maximum utilization of space or to facilitate coordinated activ-
ities. It is not practical or efficient to operate from the educational standpoint,

The gross structure of the building is sound and durable. The foundation is
strong and stable. There is evidence of substantial deterioration in the interior
walls and floors. Both the stairways and corridors constitute safety and fire
hazards. Neither was designed to accommodate a smooth flow of traffic. Neither
is well lighted, safe, quiet, attractive, nor easily maintained. The basement area
is not suitable for pupil activities. .

Service systems. The service systems of the building are inadequate for
the comfort and safety of the pupils. The heating unit does not provide continuous
and automatically controlled heat of the proper degree. There is not an adequate
supply of clean dust-free air of the proper humidity. The air ducts and ventilating
units are not equipped with thermostatically controlled dampers. The units are not
flexible or capable of meeting increased loads. X

The artificial lighting sistem does not provide adequate illumination for
the rooms, corridors, or stairways. There is some glare and shadows in the class-
rooms. There is an insufficient number of toilets to accommodate its capacity.

- The toilets are not conveniently located and do not contain an adequate number of

water closets, urinals, and lavatories. Toilet equipment and fixtures are not
durable or sanitary. Vertical and horizontal passages are hazardous to safety in
the event of a fire.

Classrooms. The typical classroom of Highland Park Central Junior High
School contains approximately 700 square feet. There is not a sufficient number
of classrooms to accommodate the present enrollment. The basement area is not
satisfactory for classrooms.

The color scheme in most classrooms is not bright, attractive, or decorative
in appearance. light is reflected by glare rather than diffusion. Generally, the
floors are in fair condition.

Special rooms. The gymnasium is of inadequate size and only reasonably well
equipped. There are numerous indications of needed maintenance. The lockers and
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shower rooms are not properly lighted and ventilated., The library is of inadequate
size in terms of primary space but could be more functional with auxiliary space.
Likewise, auxiliary space is needed for the administrative office. The custodian's
facilities are very limited. s

Recommendations

1. Expenditures for maintenance and improvement should be minimized to the
greatest possible extent without jeopardizing the safety of the pupils.

2. The building should be retained for a small junior high school, to accom=
modate approximately 250 pupils, only until a junior high school can be
completed on the site located at Twenty-fifth and Golden Avenues.

3, Add to the site by expansion into the entire block where building is
located. The site would temporarily assist in connection with the use of
the present building for junior high purposes but should be considered in
the long run as an elementary attendance center. Ten properties are -
involved. (See recommendation dated March 22, 1957.)

HIGHLAND PARK CENTRAL JUNIOR HIGH BUILDIRG EVALUATION

Building

Site|Design & |Service
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* No attempt was made to score separate items because of the diversity between, old
and new sections.
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HOLLIDAY JUNIOR HIGE SCECOL

The Holliday Junior High School 'is a two-story brick building completed in
1928. The school occupies a site of 3.0 acres at Grant Street and Pennsylvania
Avenue. The school contains the following basic spaces.

o 12 regular classrooms

n

industrial arts rooms
homemaking rooms

art room

msic room

gmnasix.m

anditorium

office

health room

- &

- o : library
HOLLIDAY JUNIOR HIGH

H HF H B H H RN

teachers' room

Estimated Capacity and Enrollment

The estimated capacity of Holliday Junior Eigh School is 450 pupils. The
actual enrollment for the 1957-58 school year was 318 pupils. The estimated enroll-
ments for the school years 1958 to 1960 are 367, 396, and 444 respectively.

Evaluation of the School Plant

Holliday Junior High School scored 269 out of a possible 1,000 points on the
Building Evaluation Chart. This indicates the building in inadequate for a sound
educational program. Scores on the major features of the plant are shown on the

Building Evaluation Chart. '

The school site. This school serves the area north of the Kansas River and
receives students from Oakland and State Street Elementary Schools. The area is
noted for the high percentage of home ownership, reported as being 90 per cent.

The residents take considerable pride in their homes. The school is well placed to.
serve the population. There are no major traffic zroblems except that involved in
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hﬁving the football field and part of the junior high school Playground across the
street on the State Street Elementary School ground.

The school site could be considerably improved by acquiring the three resi-
dences that are located in the same block, and by joining the campus to the State
Street School campus. In long-range planning, consideration of the development of
these two areas in relation to community park needs should be considered. There is
no fence protection to prevent children from running into the street. Principal and
parents reported two accidents in recent years in the area around the school.

Building design and structure. This is a three-story structure with a general
"U" shape. Placement of the stairways in the building causes some real hazards from
two stairways in particular. The first is in regard to the third floor. Two narrow
stairways provide for the entire third floor including the balcony of the auditorium,
This is a particular problem, it would appear, for the east wing of the building,
The second major hazard is in regard to the auditorium. Three large double doors
lead out of the auditorium and to a narrow stairway at the front of the building
which could not possibly accommodate a large crowd.

The design of the corridors and exits is extremely poor and the installation
of the fire doors in the corridor has in some instances created an additional hazard.
In the light of the fact that this is a three-story structure with narrow, poorly
placed stairways, with several places where there is only one exit from a room (such
as the wood and metal shop, orchestra room and home economics), careful study should
be made of fire warning needs and fire calling equipment,

Service systems. The heating system is a coal fired boiler with univent
outlets.  The teachers seem to find these less than satisfactory. Artificial lighting
in the entire structure is extremely poor and a complete lighting program is needed.
Water service in the building is poor, with improperly designed drinking fountains
still in use. The Sewerage system has caused damage in the floor of the home eco-
nomics room. The electrical system is not adequate to handle the loads placed on
it in the school shop and is not designed for safety.

In view of the hazard involved in the basic.design of the building, tele=-
rhone service or some connection with the Topeka Fire Department would seem to be
needed at a station other than the principal's office.

Classrooms. The classrooms are small and furnished with fixed equipment.
The lack of movable furniture emphasizes smallness of the rooms. Some of the
classrooms have doors that open into other doors in such a way that passage out
of rooms would be blocked in case of fire. Some consideration needs to be glven
to providing safe exits from all classrooms and corridors in this building.

The equipment and space in the metal shop are quesfionable from the . stand-
point of serving the needs of a junior high school program. The science room
equipment and storage facilities could be improved.

Special rooms. The gymnasium is small, poorly lighted and floors are in

!
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poor condition. There are no provisions for special heating. Showers and locker
rooms are small, and in poor condition. The library suite is located too near the
wood and metal shop and gymnasium to provide conditions conducive to effective
learning. No special library work room is available. The auditorium, which burmed
about 1944, was rebuilt. As has been indicated before, this area constitutes a fire
hazard for large audiences. The exits from the floor lead to a narrow stairway.

The small exit on the southeast side of the room by the stage leads to a dead-end
corridor. The stage has no storage room for properties and at the time of our visit,
the electrical control panel had a plate missing which was a hazard. The adminis-
trative offices were lacking in waiting room space, office work space, and storage

vaults. No real facilities were available for conferences with parents or students in

privacye.

Recommended Plant Imvroveménts

1. Acquire the three residences located in the same block. Consideration
might be given to closing Division St: to join the two school playgrounds
and reduce the traffic hazard.

2. Playground fence is needed to keep children from running into the street.

. 3., Make a careful study of fire warning systems and fire protection.

Practice evacuation with various exits closed should be conducted regularly.

4, Improve equipment in the shop and the science room.

5. Replace classroom furniture with modern movable unit to allow the small
classrooms to be used most effectively.

6. Improve gymmasium floor.

7. (Note: Classroom lighting has been improved since the survey.)

HOLLIDAY BUILDING EVALUATION

Site g::i::ng Sapvlca Classrooms Special Rooms Total Bxting
Structure|Systems | Regular|Special Activities|Service Admin.| Score
1(9) Excellent
8 —{ Satisfactory
74
6 Sub-Satisf,
5 Border-Line
e P n Poor
— / \ 3 Very Poor
\‘\ / \ P /"";_ Inadequate
[ia ,/ \\o/ 1 Obsolete
\ / 0 Unsuitable




ROOSEVELT JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL

The Roosevelt Junior High School, built in 1926, is located at Third and-
Buchanan Streets on a 1.2 acre site, It ig regarded by the Survey Staff as pre-
senting one of the most difficult problems in the study.

P59 The small site, the inflexibility
53557/ of the building itself, and the
5P 18 problems involving the attendance

= v o

t s -capacity
N # use.. Not more than 400 pupils
$ Pmy - weway should be accammodated in the
B existing facilities and they should
R be modernized.

It would be misleading to list the
facilities in the building since
several were makeshift and inade-
% quate. Eighteen teacher stations
Ml were in use, three of these were
definitely sub-standard.

ROOSEVELT JUNIOR HIGH
The building scored o)y 232 points on a 1,000 point scale. The distribu-
tion of the score is shown on the Building Evaluation Chart.

partially done. A major expenditure has been made to enlarge the site, A half-
block across Buchanan Streets was added and the street closed, more than doubling
the site, Approximately $300,000 was spent on the remodeling, the addition, and
the site enlargement,

Recommendations

As was noted earlier in this report, the Survey Staff recommended a mini-
mm of expenditure (about $100,000) on this school. Suggestions were made that
only things that were reasonably possible within the gross structure of the
building be done and that the capacity of the building be held at about 400 pupils
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to more nearly fit the various accommodations. This recommendation looked
forward to the use of the school for such a period as was required to build and
get into operation a new northwest Junior high school (Junior High School Site

No. 1), and to locate a more adequate site for Roosevelt-if it Proved necessary
to replace it in thg Years ahead.

As has been noted, the action was taken enlarging the school and site,
bringing the capacity to approximately 500 pupils. The net effect of the action

materially lengthening its life as a fanctional unit. The one good result of the
action has been to put off the building of a northwest Junior high school and

perhaps permit a more satisfactory solution of the site problem involving the new
school.

The modernization of furniture and equipment should be continmed and the
new site area should be fully developed. Surfacing of an area adeéquate for out-
door physical education activities is strongly recommended.

ROOSEVELT BUILDING EVALUATION

Building 3
Site| Design & |Service j——CkassToOmS Special Rooms Total| Rating
Structure| Systems Regular| Special Activities|Service|Admin.| Score
10
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7
6 Sub-Satisf,
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HIGHLAND PARK HIGH SCHOOL

Highland Park High School is a relatively new two-story brick structure. It
occupies a site of approximately 4O acres at the corner of California and Twenty-
fifth Streets.

HIGHLAND PARK HIGH SCHOOL

The building contains the folldwing basic spaces.

28 general classrooms 1l gymnasium

18 laboratory rooms 1 anditorium

1 Little Theatre 1 teachers' lounge

1 cafeteria 1 administrative office suite

- Estimated Capacity and Enrollment

The estimated capacity of the Highland Park High School is 1,210 pupils. The
actual enrollment for the 1957-58 school year was 904 pupils., However, approximately
271 of the pupils in attendance resided outside the district. The estimated enroll-
ments for both high schools for the 1958 to 1961 school years are 2,796, 2,818,
2,813, and 3,076 pupils respectively. At this time, the two schools will have
reached maximmm capacity.

Evaluation of the School Building

On the Building Evaluation Chart, the Highland Park High School scored 840
out of a possible 1,000 points. This score indicates that the building is highly
satisfactory for a sound educational program.
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Ihe school sité. The Highland Park High School is located in a medium
economic level of environment., The site is adequate in terms of size and readily
accessible to mechanized transportation. It ig well located in relation to the
Junior high schools it must serve and the center of population after anticipated
development. There are some signs of erosion which indicate faulty drainage.

Building design and structure. The design of the building is attractive,
Pleasing and well-suited to its locale. It is practical and efficient, both opera-
tionally and educationally. The building is sound and enduring with good materials
and competent workmanship. The foundation is strong, stable, and properly water-

proofed and drained. It is highly functional as a facility for a sound educational
program.

The service systems. The service systems of the building appear to be
hazard-free under all conditions., The heating unit provides a continuous and anto-
Latically controlled heat of the proper degree. Special ventilation has been pro-
vided for the ldtchen shops, and laboratories. The heating and ventilating units
are efficient, flexible, easy to operate, and capable of meeting heavy loads.

- The artificial lighting system provides adequate illumination for most areas
without glare or shadows. Drinking fountains are conveniently located throughout
the building. Toilets are conveniently located on each floor for each sex, and -

for public use as needed. The toilets contain an adequate mumber of water closets,
urinals, and lavatories.

.. Classrooms. The typical classroom contains approximately 720 square feet.
The walls and ceilings are durable and decorative in appearance. There is a
sufficient number of classrooms to accommodate the present enrollment. The number -
of classrooms that will be needed to accommodate the enrollments anticipated in

" the future depends largely upon whether or not the district will contimie to accom-
modate those pupils residing outside the district.

Special rooms. These are one of the outstanding features of the school
building., It contains a suitable gymnasium, auditorium, library, and Little Theatre.
A1l are well equipped and designed for particular purposes, except the Little

Theatre which is a remodeled classroom.- Nevertheless, it is quite adequate for its
purpose.

The service rooms are also well equipped and furnished. The custodian has
ample storage and work space. The building contains numerous storage rooms for
books, instructional supplies, and school equipment. The teachers!? lounge is
well lighted and comfortably and attractively furnished. The administrative suite
is located to facilitate administration and supervision of the program. It is
suitably equipped and furnished and contains adequate auxiliary space.

e
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Recommended Building Improvement

It is believed that this building will ultimately need a pupil capacity of
1,500 to 1,600 to accommodate the students from the surrounding junior high schools
and new housing developments in the southern and eastern sectors of the district.
The building is easily expansible. The desirable location of the present site and
its adequacy in terms of size indicate expansion of the present building to-be the
more economical approach to providing facilities for the anticipated ultimate
enrollments.
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TOPERKA HIGH SCHOOL

Topeka High School, a three-story brick structure, was erected in 1931.
It occupies a site of approximately 12.3 acres at the corner of Tenth and Taylor
Streets. The building contains the following basic spaces.

39 general classrooms
38 laboratory rooms
1 cafeteria
2 gymasiums
1 health room
1 anditorium
1 teachers? lounge

1 administrative office suite

Estimated Capacity and Enrollment

The estimated capacity of Topeka High School is 2,100 pupils. The actual
enrollment for the 1957-58 school year was 2,136 pupils. The survey team believes
that this enrollment is approximately 300 pupils in excess of a desirable enroll-
ment. This would permit certain plant modifications which are highly recommended.

The school site. The school site is located in an enviromment of mixed
residential and commercial. It is easily accessible to mechanized transportation.
The site is too small in terms of playground facilities for the number of pupils
the building will accommodate. Traffic is hazardous to the safety of pupils. There
is only a very limited amount of parking space available. There are some business
establishments of undesirable envirorment in the nearby vicinity.

Building desisn and structure. The form and architecture of the building
are very attractive and well suited to its locale. The gross structure is amazingly
sound and enduring with consideration to its age. The foundation remains strong
and stable. Throughout the building, there is evidence of high quality materials
and competent workmanship. The interior plan and design make the building flexible
in terms of the educational program maximizing utilization. The building is

- practical and efficient, both operationally and educationally.
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Service systems. The Service systems constitute one of the shortcomings
of the school building., The heating and ventilating units do not provide heat of
the proper degree or clean air of the proper humidity to those facilities requiring

increased loads. Ventilation in the auditorimm, shower Tooms, and dressing rooms
is inadequate.

The artificial lighting system does not provide adequate illumiriation for
the comfort and safety of the Pupils. Glare and shadows are prevalent in the class-
Tooms. The corridors and lobbies are not adequately illuminated. Toilet facili-

ties are not properly lighted ang ventilated. The building does not have a public
address system,

Classrooms. The typical classroom of Topeka High School contains approxi-
mately 720 square feet. There is a sufficient number - .

the present enrollment on a crowded basis. The walls
decorative in appearance. A different color scheme in
would minimize the glare and shadows so that 11lumination would be reflected by
diffusion. Audio-visual facilities are extremely limited., The noise from the
shop area is distracting in the corridors and adjacent classrooms. There is an
insufficient amount of tackboard ang display area for the classrooms. The equip-

ment in the science laboratories, commercial, and home economics Trooms show age
and excessive wear and should be modernized.

Special rooms. - The msim is of adequate size to support a well-bal-
anced health, athletic, ang physical education Program. Some of the equirment

evidences excessive wear. The gymnasium floor is in only fair condition,
The i

Pool, which is now under construction, will improve the health and
physical education program,

The library is easily accessible, attractively furnished and equipped, and
adequate in gize if used only for that purpose. The auditorimum is an excellent
facility in both design and space. The auxiliary facilities are adequate to
accommodate public gatherings, The administrative offices are limited in terms of

auxiliary space for conferences and convenient storage space for office supplies.
Guidance facilities are especially limited.

Recommendations

1. Installation of public address system
2. Acoustical treatment for the shop areas

3« Complete renovation of the artificial lighting system
4. Renovation of ventilating units to provide adequate ventilation to

2. A regular replacement Program for the equipment in special classrooms

7. Some classroom Space should be sacrificed for additional administrative
and guidance offices as the mmber of pupils in attendance is reduced.
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The industrial arts and shops are inadequate for the Present enrollment
in terms of space. It 1s recognized that this program is closely
associated with the Trade School. However, there should be a policy

determination of the nature of the practical arts and vocational program,

subject to adjustments when a new trade and vocational school is located
80 that it may serve all of the high schools in the district. Some
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TRADE AND VOCATIONAL SCEOOL
The present Trade and Vocational School is located in the old Harrison School

at 620 Harrison Street in the near downtown district. The area is congested and the
land value of the approximately 3/4 acre site is high.

IR

The school is associated with Topeka
High School in its operation although
it also operates an extensive adult
and older youth education program.
Presently policy and philosophy have
not been clarified as to what should
be the nature of the school or its
program in future years. Partly,
this grows out of the fact that there
will soon be three high schools
instead of one to serve and it cannot
have the same sort of relationship
that has,existed with the single
high school. A careful study that
will evolve policy and planning
should be undertaken at an early date,

B OE E K

Another unsolved problem is whether or
not the school might serve a region

TRADE SCHOOL considerably larger than the school
district, perhaps Shawnee County or even a part of the state. Consideration must alsc
be given to adult use in planning. These unsolved problems make recommendations
extremely difficult. Two possible approaches are evident: (1) Work out a solution
of the problem as it relates only to the District, and (2) Solve the problem by state
or regional cooperation.

Should the first approach be undertaken it is suggested that a new school be
located on the District-owned land at Twenty-first Street and Topeka Avenue. This
location is accessible, has sufficient centrality in the District and enough area
for the building, parking, and other requirements.

It is extremely nebulous to attempt to estimate the cost of such a school
considering the indefiniteness involved, but for planning purposes $750,000 has been
suggested in the recommendations.

Should the regional relationship develop, there would be state and federal
participation in planning, financing, and operation, and such factors do not allow for
an estimate of the cost of the facilities that would be required. The possibility of
using state-owned land and facilities should be explored if the regional relationship
should develop.

{3 B R B N

When a solution has been found to the Trade and Vocational School problem,
the present Harrison Street site should be disposed of to the best interest of the
District. Its sale value should provide a substantial part of the cost of the new
building.

ST R o i 4 R M 1 N s i 2R




THE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING

The administration building is located at 415 West Eighth Street in a con=-
gested and high land value area. The building is inadequate in size and facilities
and various administrative functions are scattered in other buildings throughout the

ripes ® ‘ - . city. Such conditions do not promot:
: o . vhow?

efficient and economical service and
further study should be given to a
solution of the problem. One of the
most difficult problems with respect
to the present building is the parkir
problem. This is one that greatly
affects the convenience and efficienc
of the personnel in the administratic
building and those members of the
staff that must have daily contact
with administrative offices. =

It is the recommendation of the
survey staff that a new adminis-
tration building be constructed on
the Twenty-first Street and Topeka
Avenue site owned by the District.
It should be planned in conjunction
with, but would not have to be an
integral part of the School Services
Building.

s

ADMINISTRATION BUILDING )

Estimating the cost of an administrative building unit is difficult because
its construction varies somewhat from either standard business office construction
of school building construction, A conservative estimate for the building is
believed to be about $250,000. : :

The cost of a new building could be rartly covered by disposing of the land
and ‘building where the administrative offices are now located. No foreseeable use

of this unit as a part of the school plant can be seen if a new administrative
building is located elsevhere,

\_|
g'
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SCHOOL SERVICES BUILDING

One of the indispensable parts of a large school district plant is its school
services building. It is economically sound and a matter of efficiency of operation
to plan well in this area. :

Presently these services are lodged in the old Garfield School located at
Thirteenth and Quincy. The building is located on about a half-acre site and both
site and building are quite inadequate. The need with respect to a service building
can only be visualized in terms of the functions it serves. District wide activities
that should center in such a unit are
General stockroom
Furniture storage
Shops for carpentry, paint, elec-

trical service, heating and

-plumbing, keys and locks, grounds

and landscaping, and others
Textbook storage

Garage for truck storage and repairs

Office area

Laundry unit.

SCHOOL SERVICE BUILDING

These functions will conservatively require about 45,000 square feet of floor
area. The area will vary from finished office area to warehouse and garage type
construction. Considerable outside area is also needed for parking and storage of
certain types of supplies and equipment.

The location of such a unit should, therefore, be on an adequate site and
located as strategically as possible to serve the entire district.

The recommendation for the location of this unit is on School District owned
land at Twenty-first Street and Topeka Avenue. It should be located in conjunction
with, but does not need to be under 'the same roof, as the Administration Building.
It is somewhat difficult to estimate the cost of ‘such a unit because of the variety
of construction involved, but it is believed that it would cost about $500,000.

——

Part of the cost of such a unit can be recovered fri:nn the sale of the land
upon which the present services unit is located. It would not appear that this
land will figure in the long time needs of the District.



CEANDLER FIELD AND ATHLETIC BUILDING

The Chandler Field and Athletic Building occupy a site of
approximately 8.3 acres at Chandler and Twelfth Streets. The
building contains dressing, shower, and incidental athletic rooms.
The field and building were established as facilities for Topeka
High School athletic program. The site of Topeka High School is
not of adequate size for these facilities. :

CHANDLER ATHLETIC BUILDING

. Some of the usefulness of this athletic plant will be lost
as similar facilities are developed on the new high school site in
the southwestern area and as it becomes possible to use the Highland
Park athletic facilities. It is recommended that the athletic plant
be retained because of its present usefulness and, in addition, :
because of its value as a potential school site in the distant future
when Parkdale and Washington might be combined into a single unit.,
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SECTION III
FINANCING EDUCATION IN TOPEKA

Any projection of school expenditures must be baseq upon three basi
®e basic

factors.

tain as

1. The number of pupils to be educated

2. The cost per pupil for current z;.xpenses

3+ The costs of principal and interest for authorizgd bonded At
This section .of the study treats these basic factors iy the light of cer-

sumptions to arrive at an estimate of the total costs involved in the
in

next few yearse.

School Population

Topeka and the areas to be annexed.
througﬁ 1962 is rresented in Table I.

The superintendent and his staff have analyzed attendance data r
a for

A sumary of these data ag Projected

TABLE I

ESTIMATED SCHOOL ENROLIME
TOPEKA AND A AREASNTS
1956-57 THROUGH 1961-62%

School Grades Grades %\\\__
Year E-6 7-8-9 10-11-1, g;:iﬁ::gt
1956-57%% 11,837 3,419 2,219 17,475
1957-58 12,645 3,417 2,383 18,445
1958-59 13,196 3,765 2,506 19,467
1959-60 13,297 4,300 2,589 20,186
1960-61 13,638 4,676 2,607 ez
1961-62 14,127 4,812 2,821 21,760

*From May, 1957 estimates of Raymond F, Tilzey
#tActual 1956-57
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facts.

-

The Bureau has reviewed these data very carefully and, based upon

estimates,

experience particularly in suburban areas, suggests certain revisions in these

The Bureau's projection is shown in Table II.

An analysis of the pupil population trend reveals some very interesting

l.

2.

3.

a.

Topeka itself is a relatively Moldm city, that within existing
Boundaries, evidences rather gradual increasés. In this respect it
is typical of older established cities.

Population growth is a matter which includes the "ring® or suburban
areas in which the rate of growth is typically mmch gz-eater than
within the parent city itself. '

The "ring" area containing many new, added housing units tends to be
younger and to have a larger proportion of younger children. Even—
tually, of course, this popmlation tends to have & normal distribution
of age groups.

in—migra.tion is a much greater fac'_t.or of growth in suburban areas

than in older cities. This fact is demonstrated in some school dis-
tricts where the sixth grade is as large, or larger, than the first.

Some of the areas of 'I'opelm to the south and west exhibit many' of

the characteristics of "suburbian,

With these facts in mind enrollment data were projected to 1962. In
1961-62 the Bureau estimates 22,

050 pupila for the Topeka metropolitan area.

l ’l'hia is thought to be an extremely conservative estimate.

Improvement of the total educational program should result in greater
holding power and increased costs,

as well as numbers, because the greater holding

Power will be reflected in the secondary schools where the cost per pupil is
greatest,



TABLE II

ESTIMATED SCHOOL ENROLLMENTS OF THE TOPEKA AREA
1952-53 THROUGH 1962-63#

lqtual Enrollment

Projected Enrollment

1962

Grade 1952 1953 1954 1955 " 1956 1957 1958 1959 1960 1961
1953 1954 1955 1956 1957 1958 1959 1960 1961 1962 1963
K 1,842 1,760 1,930 1,984 2,109 2,252 2,310 2,103 2,236 2,433 2,771
1-6 7,457 18,230 8,736 9,238 9,728 10,250 | 10,741 11,143 11,352 11,660 12,147
7-9 2,649 2,852 3,019 3,298 3,420 3,482 | 3,785 4,285 4,73k 4,881 4,908
10-12 1,814 1,933 2,018 2,032 2,219 2,563 2,796 2,818 2,813 3,076 3,489
Total 13,767 1,775 15,703 16,552 17,476 18,547 | 19,632 20,349 21,135 22,050 23,321

#From Bureau of Educational Research estimates.

et
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Current Expenditures

-

While it is difficult to Project populations accuratel&, it is even more
difficult to estimate costs. This is. true because school costs are subject to
local, state, national, and even internafional social and economic conditions.
These complex conditions are subject to rapid changes that may be entirely
beyond the control of a local school district.

Thelcost pProjection is based upon three fundamental assumptions.

1. That the district will continue to improve the quality and extent of

its educational programs

2, That the district will provide essentially the same quality of

service throughout the area _

3. That the cost per pupil will continue to incréase through 1962 at

approximately the same rate as it did in Topeka from 1946 through 1956.

Based upon the financial reports of the schopl district the following per

pupil costs from 1946 and 1956 were found.

Annual

1946-47 1956-57 Change Factor
Kindergarten § 77.01 - 8$137.65 5.92%
Elementary (1-6) 102.91 © 211.67 11.03%
Junior High (7-9) 127.81 265.36 12.87%
Senior High (10-12) 146.86 320,72 17.38%
Average of all Schools 114,75 229.90 11.51%

Applying this "change factor" to each grade level, the estimated costs
from 1956 to 1962 are shown-in Table III. The total estimated cost for current
operating expenses is found by multiplying the estimated number of pupils in

Table I by the estimated cost per pupil in Table III,

|
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TABLE IIT
ANNUAL ESTIMATED PER PUPIL COSTS 1956-1962

School Kinder- Grades Grades Grades . All
Year garten 1-6 7-9 10-12 Grades
1956-57 $137.55 $211.67 $265.36 $320.72 $220.90
1957-58 143,57 222,70 278.23 338.10 241,41
1958-59 149,49 233.73 291.10 355,48 252.92
1959-60 155.41 244,76 303.97 372.86 264,43
1960-61 161.33 255.79 316.84 390.24 275,94
1961-62 167.25 266.82 329,71 407,62 287.45
1962-63 173,17 277.85 342,58 425,00 298.96

Note: The cost figures for 1956 to 1958 are taken from a letter and
reports provided by Mr. Kerr dated August 7, 1956, are based on A. D, A,
Figures for 1958 to 196;7are based on estimated enrollments,

Table IV indicates the results of extending the per Pupil costs against

estimated enrollments,

TABLE IV
PROJECTION OF EXPENSE BASED ON PER PUPIL COSTS AND ENROLLMENTS

School Cost Per Estimated Estimated Cost
Year Pupil Enrollment
1957-58 $2b1,41 17,475 $4,218,639
1958-59 252,92 18,445 4,665,109
+ 1959-60 - 264,43 19,467 5,146,458
1960-61 275,94 20,186 . 5,570,125
1961-62 287,45 20,921 6,013,741

1962-63 298,96 21,760 6,505, 369
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Bond and Interest Costs

As of this date the Topeka School District has three principal bond obliga-
tions, totals as shown in Table V. The issue dated July 15, 1939, at 2.5 per cent
interest will be paid off. in 1959 and is not.of major concern for this study. The
remaining serial bonds are

October 1, 1952 at 2.0 per cent

November 1, 1953, at l.5 and 2.0 per cent

February 1, 1957, at 2.875 per cent.

The last issue of two million dollars is, of course, only one-third of the
total obligation approved by the school district by election in 1956. As the
remaining bonds are sold to provide funds for projected building responsibilities
for payment will be increased. It should be noted that tﬁéﬁcost of debt service
reaches a maximum in 1958 when $361,012 will be required.

The districts to be annexed all have existing bonded indebtedness that
must be assumed as soon as annexation action is completed. The total indebtedness
is shown in Table V. '

The inclusion ofvthe debt requirements of annexed areas would make a total
requirement of $571,984 in 1958 and $562,602 in 1959, To provide for the financing
of existing bonded debt more than $500,000 must be budgeted each year until 1965.
Assuming that the Board will sell an additional 34,000,000 in bonds (already
authorized) within the next four years the actual coét after 1960 will probably be

substantially higher when current rates of interest are considered.

Total Fund Requirements

The total fund requirements are found by adding the estimate of costs for

Current Expenditures to the Bond and Interest costs for the total school district.

e e e,
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TABLE V

BONDED DEBT TOPEKA AND ANNEXED AREAS
(AS OF JULY 1)

T S AT,

e

Topeka ~ Other Districts*

”i Year Bonded Principal Rem.aining Bonded Principal Remaining Rexzzing
}‘ Debt Payment Debt Debt Payment Debt Debt .
,’ " 1958 8,309,000 $245,500 $8,154,500  $2,749,000 $149,000 $2,600,000 ~ $10,754,500
% 1959 8,154,500 45k, 500 7,700,000 2,600,000 176,450 2,423,550 10,123,550
1960 7,700,000 450,000 7,250,000 2,423,550 177,450 2,246,100 9,496,100
1961 7,250,000 450,000 6,800,000 2,246,100 177,450 2,068,650 8,868,650
1962 6,800,000 4504000 6,350,000 2,068,650 178,450 1,890,200 8,240,200
1963 6,350,000 450,000 5,900,000 1,890,200 174,450 1,715,750 7,615,750
1964 5,900,000 450,000 5,450,000 1,715,750 175,450 1,540,300 6,990, 300
1965 5,450,000 450,000 5,000,000 1,540,300 176,450 1,363,850 6,363,850
1966 5,000,000 450,000 4,550,000, 1,363,850 177,450 1,186,400 5,736,400
1967 4,550,000 450,000 4,100,000 1,186,400 161,450 1,024,950 5,124,950
1968 4,100,000 450,000 3,650,060 1,024,950 161,450 863,500 4,513,500
1969 3,650,000 450,000 3,200,000 ' 863,500 160,450 703,050 3,903.050
1970 3,200,000 450,000 2,750,000 703,050 116,450 586,600 3,336,600

+ Includes Highland Park, Avondale, and Pierce

Note: Total remaining debt = column 3 + column 6. Column 5 includes #k4,000,000 of 1956 issue sold
May, 1958, District #97 bonds of 4228,000 sold January 1, 1958, and District #35 bonds sold March 15, 1958,
both to be paid in twenty years with first payment after July 1, 1959.

o e
e ————

LhT




. 148
TABLE VI

/ ESTIMATED BONDING CAPACITY 1958 TO 1966

(AS OF JULY 1) >
Loos Estimated Bonding Outstanding Remaining
Valuation Capacity Debt Capacity
1958 $123,638,491 $14,836,618 $10, 754,500 $4,082,118
1959 128,463,502 15,415,620 10,123,550 54292,070
1960 133,529,029 16,023,483 9,496,100 6,527,383
1961 138,851,414 16,662,169 8,868,650 7,793,519
1962 144, 448, 394 17,333,807 8,240,200 9,093,607
1963 150,339,234 18,040,708 7,615,750 10,424,958
1964 156,544,871 18,785,384 6,990,300 11,795,084
*1965 163,088,077 19,570,569 6,363,850 13,206,719

- 1966 166,000,000 19,920,000 5,736,400 14,183,600

* Note: Experience would indicate that the incredse in growth (valuation)
will not continue indefinitely at the same rate. Beginning in 1965, a smaller
per cent of increase is projected.

Assessed Valuations

The valuation of property within the school district constitutes the
principal base for school support. The tax rate (mill levy), as all taxpayers
know, is affected by i

l. The number of children to be educated

2. The total cost of the educational program including the current costs

per child and the cost of amortizing the bonded debt
3. The amount of money derived from state, federal, and other funds
4, The total values of the property within the district against which
i ' the mill levy is applied. It is egsential, therefore, to make some

| estimate of assessed property valuations that may be anticipated.

Table VII represents a projection of property values based upon the record

from 1947 through 1956 for Topeka, Avondale, and Highland Park. It should be noted
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TABLE VII

ESTIMATE OF VALUE OF ASSESSED PROPERTY
1946 TO 1965

Topeka #23

Avondale #97 Highland Park #35
Per Pex; Per Total
Valuation Change Cent Valuation Change | Cent |Valuation Change Cent Valuation
] Change ) Change Change
1946 $73.897.332 | $1,057,355 1.43 |$ 799,264(8 (12,924)| - $2,082,862]§ 26,017 12.5 | $ 76,779,458
1947 | 77.698,238 800,906 4.89 874,674 74,810 8.5 2,231,6360 148,774 6.8 80,804, 548
198 80,509,146 2,810,908 3,49 1,043,770 169,932 | 16,2 | 2,508,719| 277,083 11.5 81,061, 571
1949 85,187,802 4,678,656 5:48 1,183,463 | 139,751 | 11.9 2,743,375| 234,656 8.2 89,114,640
1950 87,587,008 2,399,206 274 1,165,755 (17,708) | - 3,376,215 632,840 10.8 92,128,978
1951 92,971,362 | 5,384,354 5.78 1,289,819 124,064 9.6 3,702,942 326,727 8.9 97,964,123
1952 954252, 779 2,281,417 2:45 1,446,309 156,490 9.3 3,999.348] 296,406 Tob 100,698,436
1953 97,548,679 2,295,900 2,34 | 3,134,601] 1,688,292 | 53.8 5,015,006|1,015,658 20.2 105, 698,286
1954 100,432,526 2,883,847 2.87 3.413,586 278,985 8.1 5,449,789 434,783 7.9 | 109,295,901
1955 101,281,886 849,360 .8l 3,705,321 291,735 7.9 _5.811.160 361,371 6.2 110,798,367
Yearly
f\verage $2,824,190 3022 $ 290,605 |10.2 $ 300,829 10.04
1956 3 $114,651,506]
1953 119, 233. 92'%
195 123,638,49
1959 128,463,502
1960 133,529,029
1961 . 138,851,414
1962 L 144,448,394
1963 1 150,339,234
1964 N 156,544,871
1965 163,088,077
E
Nl
S z AN
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i

that the projection of property valuations is subject to many of the same factors

A

that affect the area's population trends. The continuing economy of the nation and

commnity, urban planning, industrial and housing development, policies concerned
with the ratio of real and assessed values all affect the trend of the tax base

available for public school support.

In the table it should be noted that the rate of increase has been much
higher in Avondale and Highland Park than it has been in Topeka. This is principally
due to the fact that, since the total valmation within 'i‘opeka is much higher, a
much greater increment is required to result in a continuing rate of change. The
total valuation of the three districts was $76,779,458 in 1947. This had grown to
3110,798,367 :Ln 1956. Topeka valuation represented about 96 per cent of the total
value in 1947 and 91 per cent in 1956, demonstrating this shift to the suburban
districts.

Assuming that the trends referred to will continue, the total assessed
value of the reorganized district will be about $138,851,414 in 1962, a gain of
more than 28 millions in five years.

Other Sources of Revenue - Tax Rates

In addition to funds derived from the tax levies applied to property valua-
tions within the distr\ict, funds are secured from two other major sources, (1) the
state and (2) the Federal Goverrment.

Both of these sc_m'rces may contimue to supply funds in approximately the same
proportion in the future as they have in the past. There are, however, so many factors
unknown to the Bureau sta.f.t that it has seéme;l unwise to make estimates of income from
these sources. The local administrative staff is undoubtedly much better informed of
existing legislation and, especially, of possible changes. It appears to be wiser,
therefore, that estimates of funds from these sources be made by them.




SECTION IV
RECOMMENDATIONS

TEN-YEAR PROGRAM OF SCHOOL BUILDING AND
SITE NEEDS 1956-57 TO 1965-66

The program set forth below has been developed from the following

considerations.

1. Current ané projected general and school population

2. An analysis of the existing school plant

3. Factors related to the changes in the character of the city and
school district

4, Incorporation of the needs of the newly annexed areas

5. Observations with respéct to the nature of the educational p:bg}am
in the District

6. Wide consultation with the Board, the educational staff and

community groups.

For purposes of the recommendations, the site and building activities of

the Board beginning with 1956 have been integrated into this report, since many

of the actions were related to recommendations made by the survey group.

SITE RECOMMENDATIONS

Site recommendations were made to cover anticipated developments to 1965.

Constant study of peripheral areas to keep well ahead of developments is also

recommended,
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Extensicns of Existing Elementggx School Sites

1.
=
3.
b4,

Se

7:

90

-

Qakland. Consider acquiring all additional property i# the block.
Sumner. Consider acquiring all gdditional property in the block,
Grant. Consider acquiring all additional property in the block.
Potwin. Acquire residence in the half block occupied by this school.
Lowman Hill, The site should be extended to include as much of the
entire block as possible. (See March 1, 1956 recommendations. )
(Note: Seven properties have been acquired.)

Sheldon. While vacant land is still available, the site should be

extended to bring the present sub-standard area to as near a standard

elementary school site as is possible. - (See May 29, 1956 recommendations;:
see also recommendations dated May 29, 1956, withk respect to relationship.)
Sheldon site extension to accommodate the area north of Capper and south
and east of Mount Hope Cemetery not adequately served by McCarter; Crest=-
view and Sheldon.

Highland Park South. Add 2-3 acres directly east of present building,

(See recommendations dated March 22, 1957.)

Highland Park North. Add 2-3 acres directly north of present site,

(See recommendations dated March 22, 1957.)

Avondale Southwest. Extend site to 7% to 8 acres.

New Elemengigz Sites

Site'l. Site for the northwest section of the city (originally designated

as near Sixth and Fairlawn), finally located and acquired north of Mount
Calvary Cemetery at Westchester and Eighth Street. (See May 29, 1956

recommendations. )
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Site 2. Elémenta.ry site for area west of Fairlawn and bounded. on the north

and south by Tenth Street and Huntoon, Consider in relation to recom-
mendations for the northwest junior high school site.

dated March 1, 1956

(See recommendations
+ and memo to Superintendent dated December 12, 1956, )
Site 3. Elementary site for an area west of Highway By-pass, north of

Twenty-first Street, east of Wannamaker, and south of Seventeenth Street,

Site 4. ' New site in northeast quarter section bounded by Twenty-first and
Fairlawn, Twenty-ninth Street and Wannamaker Road. (See recommendations

dated May 29, 1956, and supplementary memo to Superintendent dated

August 22, 1957,) (Note: Has been acquired,)

Site 5. Elementary site near center of southwest quarter section bounded

on south by ’l‘wenty-ninth, on the west by Wannamaker, and on the north by

Twenty-first Street, and on the east by the Highway By-péss.

Site. é_. Site to serve new developments south of the Shun@;unga Creek finally

located and acquired south of Twenty-ninth Street and west of Gage Boule-
vard. (See May 29, 1956 recommendations, )

Site Z. Elementary site near Twenty-ninth Street and approximately one-

fourth mile on MacVicar extended south (west of Burlingame Road); planned

in combination with a Junior high school site No. 2. (See recommendations

dated March 1, 1956, and May 29, 1956.) (Note:

Site §. An elementary site for the area bounded on the south by the Turn-

pike,

Has been acquired,)

on the west by the railroad, on the north by Thirty-seventh Street,

and on the southeast by the Turnpike for relief of Avondale East, High-

land Park South and housing within the area described,
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Site 9. The area bounded by the Tum*lke on tl’i northwest, Adams on the
west, and California on the east. (See re‘mmendat:.on dated March 22,
1957.) z

Site 10. The area bounded by the Turnplke on %e northwest, California on
the west, Thirty-seventh Street on the south, and Lake Shawnee on ths
east. (See recommendations dated March 22, 1957.)

Site 11. The area bounded by the Turnpike on the northwest, by Twenty-ninth
Street on the south. (See recommendations dated March 22, 1957.)

Site 12. An elementary site (in combination with a junior high school site)
in an area bounded on the southeast by the Turnpike, on the west by
Califormia, on the north by Twenty-first, on the south by Twenty-ninth
Street., (See recommendations dated March 22, 1957.) (Note: Action
has been taken on this.)

Site 13. An elementary site to serve the area bounded on the north by
Washington Street, on the east by the Highway By-p#ss,”on the south
by Twenty-first Street, and on the west by California. (See recom-
mendations dated March 22, 1957, and memorandum to Superintendent
August 22, 1957.) A

Site ;ﬁ. New site for Quincy School. Relocate the Quincy site in a full
block adjacent to the Garfield Park.

Site 15. Extend the site to provide for a full-sized elementary school

of 7 to 9 acres.




155
New Junior High School Sites

Site 1. Northwest junior high school site west of Fairlsi;'n and immediatelr
north or south of Tenth Street. (It could be associated with elementar
Site No. 2.) (See recommendatibns dated March 1, 1956, May 29, 1956,
and final recommendations in memo dated December 12, 1956.)

Site 2. Junior high school site in vicinity of Twenty-ninth Street and
approximately one-fourth mile on Mac‘Vica.r extended south. (Combined
with elementary Site No. 7.) (See recommendations dated March 1, 1957,
and May 26, 1956.) (Note: Has been acquired.)

Site 3. Junior High school site adjacent to Highland Park South. Acquire
a large site (25 acres) fronting on Indiana Street.

Site 5_; Junior high school site (possibly combizie;if.with elementary Site
No. 12) east of present Highland Park High School. - (See recommendations
dated March 1, 1956, and March 29, 1957.) .

Extension of Existing Junior High School Sites

1. Curtis. Possibility of extending Curtis Athletic Field to Soldier
Creek and Evelyn Street and closing._Catherine Street.

2. (Crane. Obtain residences, one on southeast corner and three on
northeast cormer.

3. Holliday. Obtain three residences in same block with school and if
possible join the Holliday with the State Street School site.

4, Capper. Consider addition of the 161' x 255' area in the southeast
ccmervof the site.

Se Boswell; Complete the acquisition of the two properties in the block

where the present school is located. (See recommendations dated

March 1, 1956, and May 29, 1956.) (Note: Has been acquired.)
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6. Roosevelt. (See recommendations dated March 1, 1956, and special memo
dated December 12, 1956.) See Section of this report covering Roosevelt.,

7. Highland Park Central. Add to Central site by expansion into entire

block where junior high is located. The site would temporarily assist
in connection with the use of the present building for junior high
school purposes but should be comsidered in the long run as an elementary

attendance center. Ten properties are involved. (See recommendations

dated March 22, 1957.)

Senior High School Sites

Site l. Extension of the Twenty-first and Fairlawn site. Add acreage to
minimum of forty and square up to provide access and functional use.
(See recommendations dated July 16, 1956.) (Note: This has been done.)

Other areas of study for future high school.

a. Long-range need for a senior high school site in the northeast part
of the district.

be The area immediately north of the river.

Other Site Problems

1. It is recommended that the property at Twenty-third and Topeka be kept
for a Central Services Building, an Administration Building, and
pPossibly for a Trade and Vocational School.

2. Ripley Park site should be retained until there is an adequate solution
to the Lincoln School problem in relation to Urban Renewal.

3. . Start a study at an early date with respect to long-range problems of
combining and relocating Monroe and Van Buren Schools. (See recommen-
dation involving these buildings.)

kb, Start a study at an early date to locate a site for the ultimate
replacement of Central Park School. The present site is entirely too
small, (See recommendations on Central Park.)




BUILDING RECOMMENDATIONS

Elementary School Buildings

Reference to Table II in Section I will show the anticipated elementary

enrollments as follows:

1957-58 1965-66
Kindergarten 2,252 3,108
Grades 1-6 10,250 14,070

Further analysis indicates that housing for 856 additional
kindergarten and 3,820 additional for grades 1-6 pupils will be
required. Using' 30 pupils to a classroom for grades 1-6 and 60 '
.pupils to a room (2 sessions) in the hnderwten, 141 class-
rooms will be required. The reference date of 1957-58 hl;as been
chosen because all pupils were housed in that year. Regardless
of this, the listing below includes all facilities financed from
the 1956 (Sé,OO0,000) bond program and the needs that are anti-
cipated for future financing until 1965-66, or to meet the enroll-

ment that has been estimated for 1965-66.

New Elementary Buildings

Name or Location of School Estimated Cost
McCarter (Part cost) $ 100,000
Sheldon (Part cost) . 350,000
Lowman Hill Replacement 475,000
*McEachron k25,000
Quincy Replacement 475,000
*School for Site #1 #25,000
*School for Site #4 475,000
*School for Site #l2 475,000
*School for Site #7 475,000

*Rooms and other facilities on other sites
equivalent to a standard elementary school ’472,000

Estimated Total for new Elementary Schools $4,150,000
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Additions to Existing Elementary Schools

Crestview . Potwin

McCarter Quinton Heights
Sheldon Gage

Highland Park South Cakland

Highland Park North Avondale Southwest

Estimated Total for Elementary School
Additions $1,000,000

Most of these schools are certain to have to be added to
_during the period. It is estimated that 40 classrooms, d\istgl;uted
‘as to need in the above listed schools, will be required g.'n the period )
at the estimated cost of 822000,000 shown above. The starred items
. indicate the schools, aloﬁg :fith the additions to the above schools,
that will provide the estimated 141 classroom-need which was indicated
above. The other new schools are either now occupied or are replace-

ments that will not provide for additional enrollment.,

Abandoni:ient and Replacement

The recommendations cover the ultimate abandonment of Polk,
Buchanan, McKinley, and the old Intermediate Building of Highland
Park Central Elementary comstructed in 1916. Specific recommendations
are included in the body of the study relating to each of the schools.
vA.n early replacement of Quincy on a new site is also recommended.
Details are carried in the body qt the study relating to this school,
; The factors related to costs and sites involving these schools
{

\
have been covered in the recommendations on elementary schools.

Estimated Total for Elementary Schools $ 5,150,000
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Junior High School Buildings
Reference to Table II of Section I will show the antici=-

pated junior high school enrollments as follows:

1957-58 1965-66
Grades 7-9 3,482 : 5,918

Further analysis indicates that housing for 2,436
additional junior high school pupils will be required.

The following additions and new buildings are recom-
mended to house the approximately 2,400 pupils.

Name or Location of School Additional Capacity . Estimated Cost

/

Boswell Junior High addition 240 $ 400,000
Roosevelt Junior High addition 100 200,000
New Junior High School Site 3 . 750 . 1,100,000
New Junior High School Site 2 750 ~1,100,000
First unit of Northwest Junior ‘

High School Site 1 : 600 750,000

Estimated Total for
Junior High Schools 2,440 e $ 3,550,000

Senior High School Buildings
Reference to Table II of Section I will show bthe antici-

pated senior high school enrollments as follows:

1957-58 1965-66
Grades' 10-12 2,563 4,256

~ Further analysis indicates that housing for 1,693 addi-
tional senior high school pupils will be required., The .problem
is complicated by the fact that Topeka High School is now
operating at above a desirable capacity and Highland Park High

School is housing the 9th grade as well as grades 10-12. It

is anticipated that both of these matters will be readjusted
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and that vthe following grades 10-12 needs will result,

Location of School Capaci Estimated Cost
New Southwest High School 900 $ 2,263,000
Topeka High School 1,800
Addition to Highland Park v
to bring capacity ta 1,500 500,000
Estimated Total for ' '
Senior High Schools 4,200 $ 2,763,000
Sites, Estimated Cost 600,000
*Remodeling and Renovation of Existing Plant 2,500,000
*Trade and Vocational School 750,000
*Administration Building : ) 250,000
*School Services Buildins 500,000
Total Estimated Capital Needs for Sites, Buildings, and
Remodeling $16,063,000

Financing Building Needs

from the 1956 ( $6,000,000) bond Program. Subtracting this amount from the

Tecommended 816,000,000 Program, addifiona.l bond authorizations will be necessary

in the amount of 810,000,000. It should be noted here that this amount, and all

the estimates fqr that matter, has been related to the current school building

cost pattern in Topeka, Adjustment of the amount will be necessary as the

general economy changes,

*See the discussion ang Tecommendations with Trespect to these units in

the body of the study referring to each,
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costs and the required principal to fetire present bonded debt. In calculating
the annual costs, the payments required must be increased to provide for any
additional bonded indebtedness authorized either by sale of the $4,000,000 now
authorized or bj additional authorization,

Table VI in Section III indicates that the scheduled retirement of exist-
ing debt plus the anticipated increases of assessed valuations make it possible
to finance the proposed Program entirely within the legal debt limit, It may
be noted in Table VI that there is an estimated capacity of $5,000,000 in 1959
and $10,000,000 in 1963, The ability to finance this program is indicated by
the fact that 12 per cent (the legal bonding limit) of the estimated total
assessed valuation in 1965 is $16,000,000. (See Table VII in Section III.) Since

bond retirements during the intervening period before 1965 will be substantial,

there appears to be a sufficient margin of safety,




