m OUR SISTERS IN ARMS
FROM JOAN BIRD AND AFENI SHAKUR

.. In a few days, the legal lynch-
ing of the N.Y, 21 will resume.
Since the first night of our cap-
ture (April 2, 1969), we have
watched your patient struggle to
rid yourselves of old,, decrepit
ideas. We have drawn strength
feom the
faith. We know that without your
support, we could never have made
it to this point, how

There were always times w‘len
we doubted our ability, as women,
to do certain extraordinary things;
and through it all, you have vig-
orously criticized our passive atti-
tudes. You have shown us that
we can stand up against any attack
the fascists wage, We need not
fight simply tit for tat, but we
can also act as machine guns to
wear the enemy thin,

unyielding feel of your “TLiber

Throagh thetr example, and the
examples of Jane Alpert and Ber-

. nadine Dohlm, we along with the

entire Central committee of the

Black ' Panth - nized
_theTlegitimacy of the struggle in

“the  inother _country y for Women' 's
eratioa, Whileatthe same time,

we_recognized our duty as Black
colonial sub]ects. to  struggle
courageously Egalnst iavery and
genocide of all ouar people.”
wtd'rm’vurmks we were able
to recognize the old ideas of chau-
vanism, as destructive symptoms
of - a decaying system, Our bro-
thers-in-arms Joined us in these
recognitioas, while all the time
they emplatically criticized any
passive Ideas we might have
enveloped, Daily we found that
evil 1deaa were foreign to social-

We suffered for every inch of pro-
gress. Our hearts were in con-
stant pain and yet we continu.dl
when Li'l Bobby was murdered,
we could not separate ourselves
into gender to classify our emo-
tions. Wiren Buachy and John were
shot down ‘11 the very. champl)u-'
of chauya

transform her hurt into determina-
tion as she adapted her husband‘s
~valor We have always looked upon
_]onn and Ericka asexampies of
the new man and the new woman.
Since that time, other brothers
and sisters have advanced that
example. ’

In December, 199, when the
enemy troops attacked the Los An~
geles office, they did not find chau-
vanistic men or passive women--
they found instead, a unified force
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We have held constant seruggles.
with our comrades in arms, who
. wece a bit slow to understand our’
. fidelity to the struggle ior complete

liberation, We watched the woinen

of the mother country, stcuggle for
" equal status in a capitalistic sys-
tem, knowing all the while that

guerilla: women wanc equal status. -

. in a system that does not exploit
or murder other people, We detest
Golda Meir ‘wit the same venom

that we feel for" Richard Nixon,

_ Hoover and Mitchell.: We jcannot
look upon revolutionaries as ex-
ploiters, because” w¢ hayg aéen
them fight. dle-andkm n end
to exploitation.

At the helght. of ‘qur.

annoymeey

< at this reactionary element of Wo- @

- meu’s, Liberation, &umhu group.
of young White womn

“ men's Center, cam

for the Wo«-
) us and -sked

Bird ‘Comamittee }ecognized that -

" our' strugglelwas, agalnst a racist  incorrect ideas, .

‘'« capitalist .-yatem‘ ‘that oppresses

planned. s ouruﬂvnl
“ fourfiyears'

. enemy of humanff

istic living, It became necessary
for us to move as one force to
eliminate those, just as inthe past,
we movad against liberal or dog-
matic ideas within our ranks.
It has never been easy for any
of us| We had just gone through a
cultural sutrugyzle with factions of
our commanicies, who nad cast us
in ‘*‘roles', Our history of bru-
talization islong and - painful, We
had always turned an accusing fin-
‘ger on our men because of the
atrocities imposed on all of us, We
* blamed them for the crimes of
- the " racist . capitalists; When we
ourgelves failed to mack the real
ht to
punish ouraelves by nylng our
role was. to “stand behind our
_men'’,’ Brothers fouad this a flat-
tering position and quickly adapted
lt. These were the ideas weboug'\t

‘we. lound nhpd to. questlon those
._Brothers knew that Brlcka Hug-
gins deserved nothing less than
.equal ‘status..as a. warrior, They

Lo

nfﬁ koew umt the sisters lvho sold

that” only a dedu:ated mvant of
umnnlty could end_lre, and still

s, Whem _th;y lought,‘ whenever we found '
dboth ofus’ ourn;xei falling for the mistaken |

}rulomd ourselves| We ;

omelvefl'*Wo trained
z-.vdly we look at the

at Knew the dawning ’
f theL Plnck ‘Paasher: Party, and,
r_reactioq.ds the same--It's a |
le;‘. Deap down- .inside, we ;

that ft4was not

'mk‘acle.; @ of the N, Y, 21) 17y

of uncoinpruinised resistance,
None of us were surprised to hear
that those eleven people had held
off hundreds of mercenary troops
for many hours. We did not for
a minute doubt the ability of any
of our comrades to deal a striking
blow against this fasclst regime.
We ave objective in our treat-
ment of subversive thinking. We
do not tolerate opportunism of any
form. We do not scparate the op-
portunistic wraits of chauvanism
aad pacivity from the other
destructive elements of an exploi-
tative soclety, Our enemy,
American imperialism and all
sumptoms of its evil path will be
vigorously opposed.
We have been so moved by your
efforts, comrades, that at leasi
one of us, will follow the revolu=
tlonary example of our Chairman
Bobhy Seale, We have recognized
the lllegitimacy of America's
institutions and our response to
that is constant attack. In further-
ance of that determinatioa, we wish
to stand before the racist courts
of Babylon, aad intone your spirit,
your goals and your thirst for lib~
rerty. We wish to be represcuta-
tivegsof all that you arel So that
today we dedicate our lives to the
unified struggle of our people, We
shall fight eternally in the spirit
of Bobby Seale, knowing that you
will advance the spirit of Jona-
than Jacksoa, William Christmas,
James McClain, and Ruchell Mc-
Gee.

With the warmth and ﬂdeury of |
true comnrades-in-arms,

Joan Bird and Afeni Sntkur




