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- "A Dediecstion

Though the verious sectiouns of the Centennial History of Topoka
Schools ere not sttributed by name to the persons who gathered vud in
‘most cuzses wrote up, the msterial, the Committse who edlted 10 wishh tO
point out ' the lerge section on school buildings was compiled by Frs,
Cherlotte Clazrk, retired tescher, whose unexpected desth occurred
December 15, 1954,

Mrs. Clark, employed full time though she was, hed worked tirclesgse
1y on the Historys Sze had gone through records, called up old resident
aeaﬁched through o0ld newspapers for school meterial, 3She worked during
her noon hour and even in part of her vacastion last summere, The only
regrot she wag over haé@ to voles was that sie was not adle ia soue
cazes to verily her findings. |

Beogausge shé fepresents the besat 4in the spirit Iin whieh this book
‘has been prepared, the Committee aflectionately dedicates tho Centennlal

History of Topeka Schools to @& most loysl and devoted retirced tracher --

Mra. Charlotte Clark,
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ho esrly res tdents of Topeka belisved in educction, eni Ualore
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soaka ned schools

The Topeks Assoeistion had worked

obther problems, since 18363

pegzed the lew esrly in

operete under a boerd ol commi
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Tae Gosrd of «ducativn
its Upgenizaciion
for 17 yeern Lefore (¢ fivd s Hoavd ol adici LIk
on school proolems, elon wita itz nep)
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auor, Jele sunwbIBL
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until 1912,

"In accordence wiih an set of the Legislaturs of 1911, " seyn Sipt,
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from the city at large.
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_in the almost 90 yeaps thet Topels nes hed s Sorrd of Sducatlion,
more then 200 men and women have boen bonored by belny elecied ty serve

”

g8 18 moembers. Tnelr sorvice nog begn witnout peounaratlon, toelio
only compensation for the tlee snd sbhady “ﬁ”ﬁi?uﬁ being the steady
iredth of Topeka soneols ints one of the Tlowst syetems in the countvye.
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&lso hoa 2ne of thne longest poriods o swevice,

dext to e, Mekgehron, tue. longeat cuvntinusug Ser worg Lnuge of
Jo We Priddy (1036-1903) and ¥V, . Wilson {(1891-1907) 17 end 16 yoors
reapectively. Three "iourn of duby®™ were gerved by Mr. builterficld, wa
6leo was twice superlutendent of Topeks gehools) snd by John wutiwlie,
Co W dewell, and W. s Doushiitt,

Yoard Iolloleg
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Though Dowrd of Zducstlon meuergilp is gublset Lo chinnie ovipy twe
Fearg, the gbeups thet workt fogethar sre gontinuans gauurin oo phow deling
and cherasctoriatic achisvemsnta, droblemg LhsL are svery-seresent reguipe

pecial emphbasia from Cime to time. Yorkin: e¢losoly with ¢helr administ:
tive vrepresentative, ithe gsuperiuntendent of schools, ceptsin bunpisz LEVe
been most concarned with 8 bullding prosrem. Wthurs heve [seused ihelr

lart on 8 prasresslive sten 1 Ghe curriculum. Uhhers heve Lesn mosl

eoncerned with Jlnances end galery senuedulsge
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dhetever the eherscter of the worlk sceosnllabaed, the resulis
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It is disficult €5 deternine ine speelal intaeresio ol

1% iz serving, but &n srticle in the Topeks Stste Journal, Jeausyy B,
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1955, guotes Supt, Wendell Godwin gz asying o
Rodiiiisinilnlll—
¥Tao gmphasis asexs £2 be in tne diveation of genersl educaiinng
Lhoae elemeonts ol education which &l1ll people nwsd,
izt there has been no reduction of Lnterest in or cons
for tue speciallzed subjecbze. We hove trisd to regeonphesizs the
traditionsl mﬁj“cts-

ﬁ“\*‘/?évmks'a rapldly inersssing aschool populstion hes forend tne pregsen

borrd to set quickly Iin 8 buildins yrosreme The same article In Lue
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In 1353 ke moved to Sayuon,

~

princinsl of tha lsrzest saohaolx

teoening end went Iiabte whe Yool
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* P 4 i el
In 1056 ne came to Topslise

elected Lo the Zoard of wigesilio

member of thatl body to vecome Wy

superistesdent ol schoo

spein in 1972 he wes choson (o2

tims the

the pusizion for nlie yeolrse i
83 1¢ hed beon deoldod that 10 w
the Two oifices st Tie some Lime

Watle still ia Molne Kre Bu
L. Yorris of iallowcl, sad bhoy
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the orffce of suserintundont and held
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in Mr. Cutterficldie rogort Lo the Loord of Lducation in 4uil;
" Y Faps B Yoy g o v s -~ 1 ’ ox' s A s, " g e g O B et m
ho stated thet the waije scole wugs 40 fop the bLeglaneds, wiil &
pop— .5 E % vy ® ey o e R P - LRy = 7 Py m s wm T8 a¥
moximum of 60, A% bhls time thero wore two feschers 1In Yoneln »iga

Senool and 2; in the gradeve

. . ey . T b - i R TR
Tho ¢lances wWere very iarge. Cften the enrollment wos dren 90

v s

5 B 3 . = - S Lo ngm B i LI N 25 Bagy  EERS e D

to 115 in 8 claas, with on everaze attendsace ol frum 60 to 495 pev day
Y e b kw3 & ~a s & Py s %, 3 ; s AN
vaen Mre . Bubtteriield rizigned from the supsriniteandsney Io Llvi,

Lhe weat iato © faauronce LusinesSe As CGled Juauw 3, 1CiYe



John A, Banfield wes a meaber of tihe Topeks weard of aducalion
encaen by tho group to suceed We He Dutterficld sa Supsriatendent of
Sechacdge ¥ autté field had been he Lirst guperiatendent asnd loter

gerved & gecond tima.
e Jenfield come to Topeks from Michlgon wita Lias wireo sal ene

son, Accoriing to the Census of 1370 his birthplece was unlmoun, bub

-4 Ry, g % A JEESCT [, D) PG L T
woz 3. They were morried {a Nichigoun, Thure worg twd song, v

PR " p - e b TR - a. o B
younzey torn aftar thse fomily moved L0 KonsSed.

In Mr., Henfleldls report to the vuavrd, July 31, 1070, oo zey3
the achool population 1z 1969 wus 1,516, snd fn 1370 the pomlallion ol
Toneks was 5,004 with 1,350 childron betweon the sgus of § snd Zi FOuSS

Tae guperintendent ot thng vime also served os clerk ol tho w2icd
of &ducstione In n's report fop 1889 ¥p, Banficld makes this comnents
“Ierhaza ia no one laca in life &2 pure snd casste gurroauniin&e asve
go good and 0levuu5ng an ialiugnce upon enavseler as tnoy 3o in tho
eciiool Poome Clesnliness, csrdew, tepta, plents fa the wiciowa, uslle
srranced shrustery in the yard, gre cmony the bast and rmost e concnlcol
srencies ¥nown oamonyg use 2 pupil'as zchool doys ghould be e arend
cxploring expedition, cherscier ized oy paticncs and onthinslean on the
purt of the teachor, Us should 2o led to divcover every Lacte

Ia the moport Lfor 1070 he soyo: Pe¥ictures mave bDeon zlwced

Camplson fchool == SDeplin chromos whiceh cosb $3he This mongy waa ralsc

by subzseriptione”

e 8l30 romsrka in this reperd thai the geioriod ghould Ve vetiasdd
A depublic demsnds that gll of 1ty song gnd daughters by waueriai Sub

the moss of Asevicaa citizens sre Coo bupy sai oo much gusuricd I8
16.
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danlield Epia

whetover they are eagsged in, to give aueh tlme and study to the
improvesent of schoolsl." Ha adds, "Womsn is thw natursl teschcr

of youthe"

Mre 2znfleld lelft Topoks nnd went So the lPacilig Worihuwooet, oul

spperently 4&id nodt zseop ia touca withk Topska frisndase Mo furtawe

ragord af his whersaboulbls 1z knowi.
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1851-185
Tewitt Clinton Tillotsom wes torn in Werren C.uniy, Inde,
Mopen 11, 1352, In 1862 he wmoved with hig vnvubts to Jows, tuen

to Xrnsas by coversd wason in 1i6G. The fewl 1; logated I Osialoass,
whsra his father soon afterward dled of wounds Peccived in the Unlon
AriiYe

‘He shored witih & brothsr tho respensibility of tsklag care of
hig stepmother and thrce 3lslers. wnile doing form work he prepared
to take :the sisato Seschers? exexminationg, and he psssad laum wien 4G
wsa 19 yeors olde :

o tsught a disirict schwol 8t Urantville; nest o sCrved o3
principol-tescher in Lke gramuer school st wWincuostarjy ftaca Sor wwa
yesrs he was principsl snd sigith grace teachor ln the wiiney Sehkood
in Yorth Topokae F

At the aze of 29 ha was slected superintendent of Topeks acanels,
& posiiion he beld for 3ix jerrse v resizned in 1687 whon he passed
the stote boy exeninstlons sud entored the lsw Jimm of vhaoe and Welur
ea & pertner, Ho served Tnpeka ss eliy atlorney, wag &0
Potitswatomle Indiens, snd wes 8§ mumoer of the abste text-uoelk eswmlas!
tils death occurred Aupust i, 1916

faring Wis superiatendency Mre Tiliolson wes ingtruamsntel in

brinzing the 1346 H.L.A, convention to Topekae 2 greamer walch he

wrote, "Tillotson's Llumsntsry drommar,” wes ¢ stote adoptlon o2 4

five=yesr period, doginning la 1897, e wsa the esuther vl geversl
Knngng SONjDe
fo moprlied Mise Solle V. Budolph, @ tescher in Lue urrrlissa DT
Seuool, o 1833. Two daughtera, Helon sad Verporet, now live 1o Snov
A son, Luther, & civil eaginecur, lives in Topeide
: 2%.



John Y, #losg
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Jahﬁ M. Blosa, oorn in waxbinqtah vounty, tnde, in 1L39,
came of ucatch ancesury long ﬁxﬁa wlished in this counidTe 413
father weg 8 tonoer, sad Johna liorned thlis tru&w, g Danmily
ceme Lo Clay County, Kana., in 1869.

At the age of 15, John snisrcd Henover “ollege and was paduat
ed from the eisssical course in 1i060, He tought cns yesy .in Lovonl
inde

AL tho outbresk of Lha vivil dor he enlisted In tha £7
Uo* MteelSe MHe Wos engeped fa 15 bettles and wes woumded Jive Ll
only ones sariﬁualy. At Antietsx Cogell he wag promolsd O
lisutenant, and st the SBattle ol Tasscs, ¥s,, hw was rds @ ergiala
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in 1870 ho bocome principal of

<%

in 1375 was clected superintenient of the Lvensvilils, lads., publlc
sehovlae | |

In 1880 Mpr. Bloss wes elected stebe superintendent of sahioois
in Indisha on the Repuslic tickst, Leter bo wss olffered (L3
prucidancy o tho stote normel scheols ol lebropka sud lewels, ou

he refused becsuze e thoughi the slimaie in olther svele wouwld Do

too severee In L1833 he wasz mode superintendent o0 the IMuclie, Inde
schaols and was holding tids positlon b tne tinme of nlg sproinimen

to the Topeks schoolda
Waen he was slocted to the superinteadency et Topelka, Upolosso
Jacobs of New Albany sald ol nimp, ‘e sz a gzatlemcn ol Slaoveblos

snd ConAcn sonses”
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Duping hia yeara in Topeka, nusic sud Jdogwing BuIany

g o5 Mo o Voo T2 oYy B a b P L. O e T :
eebobliched cOUPEBEe awphEs digh Sexool Oh«ﬂbhd Lram @ thi

B ey g

gesr to a foup=jyusy gohiool. Sive schood bullilnga wers speciedy

sdaing 25 rooma to Lthe number In usc.
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™o mehools were encourazed to agguire picturcs and %o oant
pianos when they could not elfford to Buy thore 4bout hall the

coools hed orgsng, ond ona hed & »isao &d thia timoe Wre blOss
L

. love of the bgeutiful, sdaoirstion Jor tha Trua, gnyd tho
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ottt of the posd showld be loculogtud In vy heatCe
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wr, " r . deny e ponmand o in dnem e Y E 'k .
Bs slss suggested thaot schoold for serusnt puplls 0o $2laULlEded

D

a4 o regnlar truent oificor Lo employed; sub Luese surstaions
were nodt scted VPON.

e, BEloss wes merried to las Uapy Wosd, & tegeher iIn She
Topeks school3e <ho wua Ris secs ¢ wife; he hed two eniliren BF
hls former meryis;o.

o resigned from the Topelks sysiem in 1892 to . Lo Ceooom
ga president of the State Aprd ewltursl Collegae Anis position ne
helid until 1500, woen he wnd bils femily returncd Lo tunclie, Tnde

g dled in Muncle April 26, 1975,
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Cne of the two Topeks gonool superintendents to ve yivenced
to the superintsndency fruea o grode sehood principalanlip, Williom
¥, Uavidgon begen hisz toscbing at the a:ze of &0a Thouzh @ navive

- - g “+ ; - / s o 12 e oy b N e i D
of Pannsyivania, ke woa groduated from the dansds ~Lalec .ormas

A

fshool ot “mporia vad reccived his A B, frcm the Unlversliity cf

LanBibe |
¥p, Davidson was 33 years old wioen he came to Tupcla o URk0

Y &3 x4 e S % %Y Py s 3 Yia yon v dnmes
faoleniy of RQuincy School in 10G7. he 26Z0 year Lw VACAAs

Y

s
¥

&
Y r P L W o AN ou e me
principal st Limesln, &8¢ waz gerving LISTE WSO 0¢ WES €aBLulidy

With the raplidly
builiingge
and Lafayette leswools
Wore onlergede

Vir, Davidseon wﬁé
gelnol.
woa so bBedly denm
"
which; would cover ihe

thae wulney bullding,

vote,

Botwgen 1092 and 1904 .

Yaer, osrtor Uhe {lscd ok
gad thst

re Wavidaon Jdegidad Looa

32, to tho superiatendency of toe Topeka

tnerecaging populavion, thw Qivy

ok

“

woro sullie

gapsr sloe to ROVE & nmanurl

g bie Vonle:

"‘zn‘).:".e.. P ...(J.L.n..l". L.JJ oL

Pelk, Yiay, folwin, snd buelid

L
i 1903, tho Guiney Faax
$o wea condemngd, wonds hed 1

g > e 1 § ” & o
aoal o buebh a wmsnual Grelin

.

o worked tirelegasliy fap tos SuQodr

poing perszonally to the Jenla Fe Shvps UO GXD

" "y

the bond lapue would give oo tne gitye The uoad

both buililngs were completad by Lhe shring ol is

.
i

. Savidsoa hed Lloft !

Tae high s&hod

thie norohweat corner ol o
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e 7 - I 5 st (oo O oy i m Y i
Lishtn and dsrrlson, wes 8 direct pezult ol nls oliorise

Undep Mp. oavidzonts guldance, the Tseching stal
Poinving wes imdtruducad ints the ~reds SChool8e A SUDLDVIZOD WO
exployed Jor muaié. Sredo mestings wers held asatnly and thy wedld
of saeh Avado wag dmu uszede Smellling exsninaclzng wers guat our O

every svedso, end toe L8pUrs wWord returned to the suwpusiatuzadini's

3

offics. Weokly themos were roguired In all gredes douve e DA e 8

]

ora lacroisade wVuly toschor lu tle syrisn
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folt ne eould o to Mr. Devidoon wits any problom and POCuive 2

nistory wes o specisl Intarssi Lo Mre vaviidcone il Bolongoed
to the Arerleen Historlesl Assuciation, cnd wos the author of "4
liZztory of the United Siates,” putlisied lu 1903 ans uaed in mony

seneolse

ia Naprch, 1904, Mr. Savidson wés annimoa&E glecied over &1 othe

cendiintes to head tho gensol system of Umsha, at & solery of 3,0
walch wog J1,300 rmors than he was pveceiving in Topod
fps1l 8, 1504, & farvewsll reeepilon in hils honor wes neld in the

Coveprnor's rooms st Lhe flsle Houge under the sgvurviaiau of Lhe

i . D 4 z . o R "y - : Yoty v coamgs, P opumg? e
Goord ol dducstion end the Commerclial Clube All 7o elkenas wers Lnvivede

itpe Davidaon left Topeka for Tmoha, Ayell 11, 1904
F » v

; Five years laber,in June, 1%il, bo woa cinlleod b0 Wesili.ton,

2.Ce, to Lok over Lhe superlnlendency Lusre oL @ solary ol w5000

%

Vnen he left Omsha, tais tritute wss peld him by U aans dosrd

ZAucctlon: MA men of fime personallily eni oung who Cbn Lrind narmony

i oo B " ¥ ¥ 19407 T £ ol
out of discorde™ In Wesningion it wag ssid ol hlmy "we 1o & Wiotu

. - o= ) - T T : 5 s & .
o oY) Lo “"ittaum‘{:p e LTS Gk TR LNGW @ FETRES T
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Javidson Yoce 3

system until his retivemsnty he dled in Pitizburg in July, 1920

Mpo Wovidsoon ned g wide @x;&riemce im vorisee tymis of achaols
befores ne ealered the lorger sysiasmse He tauzit in the dlgiricet
gchoosls of Lyons Vounty, ﬁanzass worlkted In grode sounels, oroeniced
tho Atwood, H8l., Xinh Schosl end served #s 1tz princizole-sll tals
bol'ore ho o6 £0 Topckae

L

He wea survived by hkis wife and doughier, Hoelene

2€.



Tuthap ¢, Whittersrs

190L,=31911

Luther wony Whittemere camoe o Ssngss fa the Osll o.
young New &nglander who wes voro in Zulfordville, He ey durust 5,
1358, iils eduestion nad been i festérn gchuolse e wag sradastod

~ it =, vy £ s @ b . o | . - > D
from derre Acsdemy in 1876, from dchurst Lolloge ia 1000 with en Joie

r\_l
ol
B

Profegscr Wnitbemore taugut a end Upenid &t Darre Acsdony
in 1580;81. but came to Langsg thot f8ll to twhe tag supoerlalondengy
in the Hiswstia schoola end L0 Be srinclpal ol Lo LIRWGWIG SCLLUWTe
In 138l he ceme to Topeka s profesgor of Latin ot desaburn
College end 2§ regisirsr., Howaver, when LLe priaclpoignlip of Wipiks
Hixh wos offered him 1a 1890, ms LofC Wesulubne dn 1904 g Uedsas the
eightis superiatendsnt of scliwols sud sorved suven Jesvoe
From 1911 to 1915, Profess~r VWnltloenore was agslsteat sists
superintendent of aducatlion, ELJ Srom tnen unlli 1519 e was graretory

of the Kungas Jtate doard of ducvilions I 1970 he returnud oo Yeshour

Ia 1905 Weshourn College had confleried upsn nlm the Jugree of
Joctor of Literstures |

e Whittomore wes bthne suthor of Lwo Latin fexoosusds waien wers
used In Kensas for mony yeors ond were alopted UF suvelild 200D BL0LUSe
Yo wies & 1lifo member of the Jstlonel Luucsaticn Acseclialion, Lho JTsL
Teacherg Associatisn, &nd the Classlicel Assvolatlone av wWad meaber
ol Cantrel vonars;ss onsl Vhurche

bupling Lo Jears thel ne was guperintensent ol Topele zonolis,

b o ™ oo R Ve [ AP TS, | -2 g s o Y
he supervised the bulldlag ol Cenbtral bery Scehdni 20 s Tinula

e - 2 : Yiw O vy g B e Tve B oemy .
Treindiag Sigh Sehool, Ven tharen, WoasaiNplidn, Wuandlf, &
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achools slao were bullt wille Dr.
gehool syatame

Ho merried Mlse Jrencss Josn
July 14, 1091, snd brought har o9
wacpe the Pemily lived watil 1954
rid Ltwo dousntergs

Ur.Wnittensre was & Lhorouin

excollent sdnmiaiscirator. He dicd

if R TRE

Vhittonsre wWes &t the neod of the

Davig of Junction Wily, SinSes

’ I-l

fon, s . T -
a bride to niszs nome at A0l

\
<
=
[
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“hong were Lboree ohllisui, o0 oull

seholar, 8 Sine tescher $nd &

'
(el ds

Jaousry 29, 1%L



Cherlen C, Stopre
1911«1913

Charivs C. 3terr wes dern ia Combrldpze, Vhice Ho Louok werk

&t both Mount Union Caliege, &1liance, Ui, and the Unlversity of
Michlizen, buu recelved hils A.i. Jegree {rom Corneil wvniverslity in
1893,

In the féll of 1343, Yr. Jtary was mude muperiacendent ol tos
Tequie, loe, public schwvols The Jollow ng yeer no cgma Lo Kanses
to Lo sup@rintendént of Mesprysville, &Jter thres yoars Iin thls ollice
be\cent‘to Senscas in the szoe capsellty an& gtayed unril 1907 A%
that time he moved up to the position of &al tar* Jtate Tuporvintenden
In Feorusry, 1911, he wea olected o the superintendancy ol the Lep::a
achools, effective August ie

¥r, Stery wae much interested in industrial education snd sdveest

ed aeving high school boys given hell days two or three timez & wesk
for work in pome shop or factrry end thus gein eéxperience in tho work
they thou-ht they might 1ike to do whien grodnated from Topcin filyn Sen

mhe idos wet strong dilsepproval on tas puart of Topeln lebor unlon
Meny of them pessed resolutisns aac;arkug tnat the boys and girls show
pive sl thelr time to getting o good foundotliun la geatunle wWilile
Because of this opposision the Ldva of industrial educuti.n Was abonde
ed, not %0 Be pub into oifect wntll meny yeers hed pwosude

When olocted to tho position of superinteandsnt of Frecno, Call
schools in Mag, 1913, Mr. ftarr resigneds Inm Aujust of thel yeor he
and ¥rs. Steve moved to freanoe Jrs.e Sterr diod o ghot uine alter

they lolt Topeke,

i

l’f i :5)‘ Y
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Eavpy traies Wileon

1913-1926

Myileon of Topeks 1s sa ewminently sone, progressive, olilcicnl

educsbionel leader, ¥hy nobt sey a9 while ke 1lves?" <ilg statereni

wos mada by Ore Ae Ge %inship, at that time ¢ditor of the Juurasl
of Sducstlon publisuted la Doatone

Harpy Bruce Wilson weg called in July, 1wl3, from the Bune iy

».
(33
[ 3]

tondeney of Lhe Locetur, 111.,,vcuaals to becume superintonda &
Topokae HNMomt of hls 1ife up o tals time pad bega spunt ia inilena
and Illlnols. io was borm in Frankforé, Ind., July 25, 167h, snd wes
a graduste of the Indlsns Otebe Hurmel snd the Valversity of Indlons,
After taking‘hia AoDe thare, be recclved his mesterta degroee from
Columbia University. &6 wec merried ia June, 1920, o lliss £lla lsude
Bernos; they had a aon and & dsuzhters

Ve Wilson keld the szuperintondsncy of goktslz In selem sui
franilin, Inde, bufore going ta> Jegotur in thet positlion in 1506,
He stoyoed in Decotur sovaen yosrde

During uis temurs in Topelts Mr., Wilson made moay Lmprovowcaly
and innovations in the scnwol systems The soerd of sducotlon eanlioyud
a regular gupply toachore A special room for relsrded enlldren wWos 3¢
upe Vocstlonsl guldance wag iniroducsd .nte Jopesdo &lin Ceonool, with
Je ¥o foho 88 8 guldonce couassllor. Jddition wes mads Lo o Goeth

R

Butlding of the nigh schovl for & celetoria and audilorisiie

Junior hiph schools were orzsnized for the Tiral tinc in Topeltae

The night school had prown o an ¢wrollament of 340 sousentioe SOGLodw

fzing of tho schools hed besn underteken with the ides ol fivting

astudents oy succoeasiul S0rvics, Pawenbetercners?! sasoclatiosns had

beecn encouraged, & public scihool murswe, sooperstlng with tho VYuhlile

Heolth Nurering /succlioilon hed been employeds Movre studenis woere

eatering Lastorn colluits.
B2,
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Iia Julj. 1918, ¥r. ¥ilson was osied to Meeovme nesd ol Lhs
public sehools af ﬁ@rkﬁiay, Uelife, 6t & salory of 46,500 with
aiai%ianal ircome Lfeoitured. As‘tne Tupaka'ﬁouri coult not meeb
this salsry, Mare Wilzon's regiinatius was accepted Lo decums
a::ectiva August le At the time of his gppointment to ferkeley he
was giviag a seriles of 1ﬁcturcs ovar the couatxy for tho .
%e;urihyALeague. ‘ ; : ‘ .

Mo Qilaon'held his position in Serikeley [or 10 years, rosipgning
1n 1928 te becsme Retional wivector of the Junlosr dad Loogs, wWith
headguarters in Weanington, Y. {. He resigmed in 1931, when Lo
gullared @ perslytio atrakc; sad peturned to Berkeleye o died Augpust
12, 1932, ‘irs, Wilaon aad his chlldren survived hime
| e Wilson belonged to many educstionel crgenizoticne, amoeng thel
Phl Delts Kayga freternity, R:ﬁ.A., Matianal bouncil on Ldnsetlon
Hetional Society Tor the Study of sducation, end iha Rablonal Deperte

3 . o i ”
Methodlst viunirche

&)

meat of Superintendsnia. He woes 8 mamber of o
Books which he published ineludes "Hotivatlion in deusok worky”

fregining Pupils to Study;® "Redirection ol Migh Seiool Inatruction”

(with Dr. e Go Lull); MModern Zenesl lHeaders™ (with futh Taonenn)

"madern Hethods of Tesching® (with H. G. Lall snd Jeor. <. &5lel;

Wmohe Mooroe-Wilson Readera®™ {(with ¥oude Yoorel.

oJF cag
WS
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dopon Jomea Ztout

15101942

Asron Jawasa Stout, Topuiata alav&nth suserintsadont of senuonuis,
wan bora on 8 rarm need Lapesis, Jonsas, July 1l, 1372, He attended
a district schaol and icporia High Schodl, and wes rradueted {rom the

Konses Stste Woramel School in 1593.

e

The foilowing full he zacepted & pogiulon as chemist in the gugsre

I.;‘

refinerlag of tho Milea Planting end Hlge Co. oF Loulsions, bat in Ll

spriag of 1894 be returnsd to dmporis and Look postegradus e worlk st

iy

the Formsl Gehoole. He begsn hls teschling cerver in Japorlis dlsh Sehool

58 o sciance teachwr thad fall.
in 1899 he camo to Topals H4Ish School as bLesasher of sclencs and
smethemetles, o ponivion e nold until elvcted te the priscipalsiip of
L}

Topeka Hign in 1909e s had been vicoe=pring pai eince 1UD5

In 1518 he wag promoted to. the superintendency, ihe sccond msn €O

ba promoted Irom the Topels High Sehool nrincipelship to the heed
position in the cilty school syslcs. de held wals position untild his

retirement in 19L2.

)
Suring his long sdminlisgltration asny faprovenents toow place iR tiwg

gonoolse Ferhaps the most vulsisading wos the pallding of ihe mew nigh

sehool plent snd 4dta complelion in 1631 e Stoubt wag uatliring in ,/

checking plsna end aceing that Chey were carricd sule
Mp, Stout wee married July, 1906, to Miss “mns Anrens of Chlcayo
ond they hed one daughter, Miss futh Stout, now with the firnses lisle

Taschora Asaccliation, lr, Htould ook avcecial wori La Chiorgd saa

Gerverd universities end was gradusted Jrom Columble Ynlverslty Jdurlis

&
P
Lad
o]

blg conascblon with Topeks Ligh Schools v pelonged Lo thl Lol
Rappa eduvcstivasl Irotornlty, Mosonic Lodleg, Rotury, sertnlgntly Olw
S ad o=

Nationsl Teschors Associstion, lepariment o9 Duperlintendonts, asnd Lhe

=

e

&
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Sational Vooatlionsl /‘geeoclation. e haed gserved s prosikdent of oo
Konssg State Teschers 4ssoclation of the linsus Cteta CSchocliaeloers
‘Clube

After his retirecend, Mr. Stout served on the dAstion boswrd for

~
L3
3
o
Ci
Doy
'!
»oa
O
o
t‘
oo
"\’
Lt
=
cr
FO

threo yeurs and aloo on the Lraft bosrds ile tool

Text Book Commission of the State Department of Fublic Ingtructlion

end was hoiding thias positioniﬁt the time ol pis dosth, August b 1947
An editorisl in s Tepeka peper stetods "asaroa Je Stoul long will

be resvabsred by a wiole generation of Topels ulgh Jcohool gradusles 43

one of the kindllest of educators. #3 principsl angd auperin

of Tupeks school systex, Asron {tout nelped mold She characlor and

-~

futures of thonsends of Topekans. =he younped gencratlon of Lls early

4

doys, now 1s middle-sgzed énd ia" petrospect cun evaiuvuts tae influcnces
he wielded upon their lives and that ovalusilon Lz sll to the H9CGeseve
Iin his geath Topoka losss ome of i1ts wost velusble citizens. Oio
activily extendsd over meny yeors, during wiich the scavol syriem

bacane one of the Wwest Lin thig pourd ol Thae ounilye

Sy

S,
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Kenneth W. McFarland.
1942~1951

ihe‘first Topeka superintehdént.of schools to incorporate the
Munit system" into school management, Dr., Kenneth McFarland came to
Topeka from'the superinten&éqqy at Coffeyville, Kans, Much of his
1l1fe he had spent in southeastern Kasnsss and Kensas schoolse Born in
Caney, Kanse, in 1907, he received his A.B. in 1927 from Pittzburg
State Teachers'.College. However; his master's degree he took at
Columbla University, (1931) and his Ph,D, at Leland Stanford (1941).

He was married in 1927 to Miss Margaret Thrall of Eureka, Kans,
Jhey have two children, a son snd a daughtere

Dr. McFerland first taught history and social science for a year
in Cherryvale High School, then becams superintendent at Quincy, Here
he remained until 1931, when he went to Anthony, serving for two years
&@s princlpal of the senior high school before‘he became superintendent
in 19334 He left Anthony to head the Coffeyville school system, remain
Ing in Coffeyville from 1935 to 1942, when he was elected to the
superintendency of the Topeka schools in Pebruary, 1942,

When Dr. McFarland came to Topeka, the Board of Education dropped
the committee system under which it had been working and became a poliec:
making'body onlye All departments and divisions of the school system
were unified under the superintendent, who alone was responsible to the
Board for the execution of its policies, This is called the "unit
system," |

Dr, McFarland stated as his paélicy: "The power of a school system

is in its personnel," Also "Instructors should be selected both for

* their training and their personalities, They should work under nearly

idesal conditions,‘secure in office tenure during service, drawing
satlsfactory salaries,assured of retirement funds, judged professional=-

ly for their work," (.



o "
McFsasrland ‘ ' Page 2

In April, 1951, Dr. McFarland asked release Irom his contract as
Superintendent, He became educational consultant and public speaker
for the General Motors Corporation, guest lecturer of Readers'! Digest

and educational director for the Americen Trucking Association.

i
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Handoll 1, Godwi

1951 = préavnt

"My effcort will be to maks & mishty good school system & bit
better.” This statement was made By ¥Wendell Re Codwin when hoe
agpumed the supecintendency of Topexwa schools in 1951,

v Godwln come te Topuiks Irom Nubchingson, XNens., where hae had
cccupiod a gimilor position; tut he had hed wide experience pruoviously.
Bora in Maxleo, Inde., Jemusry 27, 1903, he weg pgradusted from Alron
ii1zh Zehool end, in 1926, Orom Defeuw University., il reccived his
maaterls degree from Culcezd iniversity in 1932 anid tock Durither wori
there in succeoding vesrs. oo was married Soptember 28, 1921, to fias
Sars Stronge They tove two sonz.

In 1943 ¥r. Godwin wes olected t5 tne Board of Trustess of Lefsuu,
A% varicus tices he hss besn presldent ol the Hortn Centrel Inmdlana

Teachers Agaocistion, viceeprosident of the Sensrg Sleve Teuechisrs Azsoc
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 d
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School Administrators and the Nstional Hdueationsl Agonelct

Ko Gadkin wad & tuschar and lgter gaaistent principsl of tho dAkro
Hich Schoole Ho became primcivel in Pilton, Imd., then in Lai'arte,
Peru, and lMigheweuo schools == 211 in Indliansc.

Ater gerving from 1739 to 1943 as surzerintendent of the Lalerte
achools, VMr, GCodwin resipgned to eoms to Hutchinson, %ene izhh rosrsg
later he sccepted the Topoks superintendency, taxking over is dutlles
Aupust 6, 1951,

Topeike's present achoul head csutlines these slx edsinisiralive gos
ag goides for o superinteadent:

e

1. Faculty dewvelopmente "The wiold schsel system dsponda o Low

pood the teschers asre,”

2 Impreoveument of the enviﬁgnmﬂmt for leerninge.
38,
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Godwin Pace 2

3e Curriculum snd courses of siudy.

e Duvelopmont of sduguste OFEEnlZERl R,

5
6

Latension of sorvico.

froper flinencinge

Mro Godwin bulieves in publlshicg senunl puliclosz snd in
following Lhe unit sycvoem, which ensoles bths bosrd tu 1% tao

W .

respongibility for school sdnminisirstion cn one msn == Lo

3
]

superintendent, Bub gbove oll ho bellioves in desccpatle man:
mant of the schools,

=1

L Y ’ 4
Mrs.e fred Aduiag, muimber of the huteninson dosrd o

| o

mduertion,
celd taet one of Ve, Goﬁwin'a.gr@ateat cantridutions vo the liutching
Senools wes In erousing puclic intorest in Yhe 6chiools.

Mre Uodwin s & wombor of the Mathodist Chureh. Wiile in BLis
formaer position ng wos presideat of the otevy Club snd of the Anife
end Forik vlub; he wes olso trucsurer of the Inlter=Club vouncils

Since coming to Topuks, he hes tsden sctive intevesy 4ia the
PFerent=Tescners' Agsoclutlon, in inceressing tLescharst! selaries, sad
in acqulﬁing neW 8chool gltes and workinzng out 8 loag-rooze bulildisg

.

programse He dlso sacoursgad the orgenization of teschnery petlred

from the cily system ond hes aclped thow get incresse i punsiocds.
& >

.



The Assistant to the Superintendent

Thg position of assistant to the superintendent was created in
194l;, and the person chosen to £111 it was Mose J,» Whitson, who had
been a member of the Topeka school system since 1929,

Mr., Whitson came to Topeke in 1929 from Zffingham, Kansgas, e

has held the follpwing positions in the Topeka school system:

Curtis Junior High ~ teacher 1929=33
Principal of Quinton Heights. 193U=37
Principal of Sumner 1938-41

Principal of Boswell Junior High 1941-43
Assistant to the Superintendent  194l-
Because of his wide experience in the Topeke school system he
is probably the best known person on the administrative staff, Teacht
and children of schools regar&'"Mose" as & friend, because of his war:
interest in their successe | |
He has taught evening and summer classes at Weshburn University :
the Educstlion Department, He holds a Ph,B degree from Washburn Unive:
and an M.S. degree from George Peabody College for Teachers with adva
work at Harvard, University of Southern Cglifornia and Teachers Colle
at Columbia University in New Yorks
He is a 1ife member of N.E.A., and has been a member of KeS.T.A.

since 192l when he began teachings

o,



Principals = Elementary Schools = Continued

Crestview
Fall=Spring
Joe Evans 1954

College Hill
Fall = Spring
L. Lo Kauffman 1925 1927

Buclid School  17th & Lane

-

_ Fall = Spring
(1) Japser Howard 1889 1891

1891 1892
Belle Bemnett 1892 1894
1894 1895
1895 1896
Le To Gage 1896 1897

Elizabeth Therp 1897 1899
Fenella Dana 1899 1901
Madge E. Moore 1901 1909

(1) Euclid School came into the Topeka School system when the

Mertin=Dennis Addition was annexed in 1889

).



~

Principals Elemantary*Schoois ~ Continued

Gage :
Fall = S?ring
Edna Ward 1918 1919
Margaret Browne 1919 1923
Leur R. McCormack 1923 164k
Joe Evans 194k 1947
Joe Burke 1947 1951
Ira Hunt 1951 1952
Delbert Grahem 1952 1954
Delbert Grahem 1954
Gerfileld : 13th & Quincy
- Fall - Spiing
(1) Elizasbeth McEntyre 1889 189
189, 1895
1895 1896
Se Lo Be George 1866 1897
, 1897 1898
1898 1899
Mrse M. Ce West 1899 1900
Carrie Goddard 15¢0 1909
C, He Hepworth 1609 1912
Je Te Rosson 1912 1916
We Ge McGaw 1916 1917

(1) Also spelled Mclntyre in some reportss

L/Z.
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Principals " Elementary Schools =~ continued

Grant School
o ; Fall -« Spring

Mogzie S. Mjgtchell - 1886 1887
Lida Hoskinson 1887 1889
(1) E,A, Simmerwell 1889 = 1906
Ce Mo Morrow 1906 191k
Abel McAllister . - 191k 1915
- Ce M, MorrOW' a 1915 1922
Fe R; Palmer | 192l -
Charles Wright , ———— 1925
Charles Wright 1945 1946
Mark Lumb . 1946 1948
- Lloyd Rages | © 1948 | 1952
Irs Hunt 1952 T 198,
Irs Hunt 195)

(1) ¥r, Simmerwell's record in the Board of Educstion office ststes that
he had a leave of absence during part of the listed time of services
The Topeka City Directory lists W. E., Higzgins as principal of Graal

from the spring of 1889 to the fsll of 1391,

/%



Principals = Elementafy Schools = continued

Harrison School
. Fgll ~ Spring
We He Butterfield 1867 1869

(1) Lizzie S, Towne 1869 1871
Nettie Werren 1871 1872
Mattie Wisenbaugh 1872 1873
Elizsbeth M. Dickinson 1873 1874
Te Do Fitzpatrick 1874 1876

(2) Mrse Ae E. Stafford 1876 1878
Je E. D,Williamson 1878 1879

| | 1879 1880

J. Os Butler 1880 1861
E. E, Heath igg% %ggg
A, E, Stafford | 1883 1884
He G. Larrimer 188L 1889
Le Lf He Austin %ggz %ggé
1892 1894

John L. Willisms 1693 1899
1890 1895

E. G, Foster 1895 1911

(3) George Hetzel 1911 1912
Cs He Peterson 1912 1913
E. C, Kittell 1912 1915

(1) Some lists give Miss Towne as teaching also in Lincoln School in
1870-1871.

(2) Also listed as Mrs. S.Ee Stalford,

(3) Eo GeGoster's card gives his time of service 1ln Harrison &as 1895~

" ( -
1912, but the 1911l=l191Z2 school\d%ﬁiﬁtory lists George Hetzel a&s princi
C



Principals = Elementary Schools = continued

Harrison School = continued

Fall = Spring

#0, P, McClintock 1915 1922
R. C. Everett 1922 1923
Margaret Browne 1923 1933
Gertrude Losey 1933 . 1938

‘ (Harrison Discontinued in 1938)

# Oa Po McClintock as principal of Clay also had charge of -
Harrison from 1915 - 1922,

Jackson
Fall = Spring
NII'SQ Jo K. Bethel 1886 1887
Clara Bunker 1887 1388
Mary E., Wilson 1388 1891
" 1891 1892
1892 13893
Oe¢ Pe McClintock 1393 1897
1897 1398
Carrie Godderd 1898 1900
1900 1901
Denella Dana 1901 1910

AS.



Ppincipals = Elementary Schools = continued
Lafayette School On Locust between Sth & 6th

Fall = Spring

Ee He Roudebush = o 1904
E. H, Roudebush | 1904 191h
(1) Charles S, Todd 191k 1923
George Allen 1923 39<7
Allen E, Ecord 1927 1932
Frank A. Vickers 1939 i9u2
Clarence L.Miller 19,2 1943
Gertrude Losey 1943 1954

Gertrude Losey 1954 —————

(1) Also at Parkdale - 1914 1922

e .
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Principals = Elementa;'- ¥sSchools = continued .

Lincoln School

Fall = Spring

Lizzie S, Towne 1370 1871
Mrse E. S. Robinson 1871 1874
Kate DoPutnam 1874 1882
O¢ Ao Holcomb 1882 1384
Je Ee Williamson 1884 1885
106 1887

Le M. Powell * 1887 1880

; Woe Ma Davidson 1889 1892
Me Se Mitchell 1892 1393
Me Lo Field 1893 1903
We He Wright 1903 1907
(L)We Go MaGaw 1907 1936
We Geo MaGaw 1936 ————
John W, Gates -——- 1937
John W, Gates 1937 1939
Allen E, Ecord 1938 1954
Allen E., Ecord 1954 ————

(1) Also principal of Garfield 1916 1917

7.



Principals « Elementary Schools = continued

Lowman Hill School
Pall ~ Spring

John L. Williams 1389 1691
1891 1892

(1) Miss E. T. McKernan 1892 1894
Fenella Dana 189 1398
Elizabeth Cey Samson 1598 1900
1900 1901

1901 1902

Lola Greham 1902 1919
Lena Dsvis 1919 19116
Wylie E, Harris 1946 1947
Merle Bolton 19&7 1948
Mark Lumb 1948 1951
Delbert Graham 1951 0 1952
Lloyd Rages - 1952 1954
Lloyd Rages 1954 -

(1) Miss McKernan married Co J. Evans and was principal of’ Clay
School from the fall of 189l to the spring of 1397,

Ja.



Principals = Elementery Schools = continued

Oaklend

.. Fall = Spring
Me C, Martin 1926 1927
Po Ee. Oyler 1927 1928
H, G, Freeborn 1928 1942
Herbert LeLundgren 1942 1954

Herbert L., Lundgren 1954 ————

Parkdale School (1)
Fall » Spring

‘Elizabeth Co Samson 1882 1398
Linda R. Haines “1898 190L
)2) 1904 1911
Ethel McCCartney 1911 1913
(3)=Charles S.Todd 1913 1922
Hodilh Lasgtoed 1922 1933
Mergasret Browne 1933 1943
Joe Evans : 1943 1oLk
Lewr R, McCormack 1944 1947
Ira Hunt 1947 1951
E. Temple Sheldon 1951 1954
E. Temple Sheldon 1954 ——

(1) The original building was & white frame structure at 8th & Lakes
In 1880 Parkdale School is listed in the Topeka City Directory as
naving only one teachers

(2) From 1904 to 1911 the building was not used except for kindergarten
47,
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Frincipals = klamentery Sehools = continued

vprkdale School = enntimaed

during soma ol this timae

Mpr, Todd waa principsl of Lefeyetie also from 191L-1922

Pollk wenool

Fall = Spring

Mpo, L. Le LPROWMPEIA 1362 18483
Le ¥e Spray 18803 18814
jda L, Hena 1387
1AA0

Loura Patterson ‘ 1303 1059
Gt Vontgomery 1569 1891
pREH 1892

Linda R. fdeines 1592 1056
Flize beth Therp 1099 1906
Xebherine Gentry 1906 1995
pollie Vesl : 1439 1951
Lenneth Timken 1951 19EL
yYverett J. Cook 198k E

s0.
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Principals = Elementary Schools = continued

Potwin
Fall - Spring
(1) Eliza.Nagle h 1899 (4 =~ 17, 12 AM#)
 Eliza Negle 1899 1910
Ina Mary Harkins 1910 1939
Frank Vickers . 1939 1942
Paul Brooks 1942 1943
Eo A, McNeill | 1943 1945
Milton Poort 1945 195
Milton Poort 195

District 97
# Potwln School became a part of the Topeka School system April 17,

1899 at 12 o'clock noon when -Potwin was annexed to Topekas

Quincy School
_ Fall =~ Spring
To Ce Deck 1876 187

1877 187
E. A. Papenoe 1878 1879
' 1879 1880

De Co Tillotson 1880 1881
1881 1382
S, C. Leavell 1882 1883
We E. Craswford 1883 1886
L., M, Powell 1886 1388

We Mo Davidson 1888 1889
' Sl
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Principals i”ﬁlementar"ﬁchcals - Contluvd

Quiney Sencol - continued

Bert “ssslep
4ii G. foatsr
We Jie Wripht
Ko 7o Stanley
#0, Mo Morrow
Me Co Poort
Robert woomis

Hobert Loomis

Schoole

guiaton Helghts School
Joha P, Zby

Cherles He AykLsar

Mes, fHolen T. Butterfleld
Mrs, Aatnryn Crawlord
Charles “¥rlght

Yo Re Hollenoruch

V; Re Mo llenbruch
Gerbru&e Losey

Me Je Whitaon
Vrae Ldne wiegel

Loiz Sneld

Pallee
1889
1090

1&’}’7}5

1903

wipom Fall of 1915 to Spring, 1922,

Fpll = Op

19506
1909
14913

1923
1oLl

19k

o

waa also principsl of Goent



Ppinelpsla = Elementupy Schools = Jontinued

Quinton iHeights = continued

ftanley Stalter . 19L9 1959
pelbert Grrhom 1950 1951
George Go:del : 1951 195k
George Goezdel 1954
Ran<dolpn

P e | e .
Fall » opeing

Le Lo Ksuflfmsn 1927 19!.!.i}.
" Don Geyer 1oLl 1GL7
Jos lIivens 1947 1954

seabrook 3chool

Pell - Spring
Tenple Sneldon 1950 1051

Southwest School

il - Spriang

Frauik Wilson 182 195k
Frank Wilson 19tk



Principals =~ Elementary Schools =~ continued

State Street

Fsll = Spring

Co Ma Morrow 1905 1906
Anna Kelley 1906 1921
C., R, Watson ' 1921 1951
" Frank Wilson 1951 1952
Harold Bartley 1952 195k
Harold Bartley 1954

Sumner School Fall =~ Spring
Ee Ho Roudebush I881 = 1882
We De. Donnel 1882 1884
Miss Jo, Ta Clelland 1688l 1888
Etta Montgomery 1888 1389
Jemnie M,Evans | 1889 1891
; 1891 1892

1892 1893

Lo T. Gage 1893 189l
189 1895

1895 189

Alma McMath 1896 1897
Ann R . Ierte LCR. 1897 1902
(2) G, He Mays 1902 1909
Ce He Peterson 1909 1910
S. He Ho%ard 1910 1014

(2) Resigned in 1902,

5



Principals = Elementary Schools = continued

Sumner School = continued

PFall = Spring

E. F. Stanley 1914 1937
M. Jeo Whitson 1937 1941
Herbert Bentley 1941 1942
He Ae W. Kessler 1942 1945
Joe Burke \ 1945 1947
Frank Wilson 1947 1951
Otto Bodenhausen 1951 1954
Richard Harder 1954

Van Buren

Fall Spring

(1) Mary Le Gridley 1889 1891
1891 1692

1892 1893

(2) Jean M, Hay 1893 1896
Harriett McCoy 1901 1903
Mpse Elizabeth Guy 1905 1911
Ethel McCartney 1911 1918
Mrs. Martha Kittell 1918 1543

Don Geyer 1943 194k

(1) School located at 10 & Van Buren
(2) School located at 18th & Van Buren

(3) School located at 18th & Van Buren
IS
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Principals « Elementary Schools =~ continued

Van Buren ~ continued

Fall » Spring

Edna Diegel 1oLy 1954
Edna Diegel 195L
Washburn

Fall = Spring

Miss Lo Bartholomew 1878 1879
O¢ A. Holcomb 1880 1881
First Ward

Pall ~ Spring
Z. F. Riley 1871 1872
John Smith 1672 1877

S¢.
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Principals of Topeka High School

A life sketch of each of Topeka High School!s former principgals
follows:

Miss Lizzie N, Towne == The first principal of Topeka High School
and the only woman to hold this poaition was Miss Lizzie N, Towne., Miss
Towne was born at Billings, N. Y., and was graduated from the Universitj
of Illinois at Bloomington, Ill,
| In the spring of 1870 Miss Towne organized and taught the first
high school class, but the next year as there could be no high school
classes, she became principal of Lincoln grade schools After leaving
Topeka in 1871, she taught in San Antonio, Tex., and in May, 1873, she
was married to Charles Van White,

C. H, Hoffman == In the scho§l year, 1871=1872, C. H, Hoffmen held.
the position of principal of the ?1rst officially designated high school

in Topeks, Resligning in 1872, heftook up work in the Congregational
: ; |
: 1]

3 A

church,

Linaeus A..Thomas B For'thegten years following Mr, Hoffman's
resignation in 1872, Topeka High $chool was under the leadership of
Prof, Linaeus A. Thomase Professér Thomes was born in Columbia County,
Ohio, and at the age of seventeen?he entered Mount Union Colleges One
 year later he enlisted in the army, IHe was captured and sent to Anderso
ville during Hood's invasion of Tennessee, and later served a term in
Libby Prisons Following the war he attended college for two more yearss
He taught school in Ohlo and Kansas, coming to Kansss in 1868,

In 1881 Mr, Thomas resigned as principal of Topeka High School to
essume a similar position in Osage City, He died in the same yeor, 1881
Williem Crichton == Succeeding Professor Thomass as principal,
William Crichton served in this capeacity in the school year, 13881-1382,

He was a contributor tb leading educational publications, He became

superintendent of schools at Cottoqﬁgpd Falls the following years
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Page 2

John E, Williamson =~= The fifth principal of Topeka High
School was John E. Williamson, a native of Indiana, a graduate of
Logansport High School in 1876 and of Wabash College in 1882, He
also received his master?s degree from this college in 1886, arfter
special work at Princeton. He spent four years teaching in Case
County, Ohio, .-,

Mr, Williamson served in Topeka High School from 1882 to 1899, whe:
he left to assume the position of head of the mathematics and physical
science department in Parsons College,; Fairfield, Iowa,

Harry Ge. Larimer == The first graduste of Topeks High School to
become principal was Harry G. Lerimer., Though born in Danville, Xy.,
he was graduated from Topeka High School in June, 1979, and received
his bachelor of arts degree from the University of Michigan in 1881,
Prom 1882 to 1885 he was an ins%tructor of science and history in Topeka
High School, and from 1885=-1889 he was the principal of Harrison School,

Mra Larimér‘s principalship of Topeka High School extended from
1889 to 18924 In 1892 he resigned to practice lew. He died in 1929,
when law librarian in the state library.

Calvin W, Hickman == From 1892~1895 Calvin W, Hickman served as
principal of Topeka High School, Born‘in Sangamon County, Ill., he was
graduated from Illinois Wesleysn University in Bloomington in 1874. 1In
Danville Academy he was professor of mathematics and Englishe Coming tc
Topeka in 1386 he entered the real estate business, but from 1890-1895
he devoted h;mself to school work, He served from 1890 to 1892 as a
teacher in Topeka High School, and held the principalship for the three
years following. He died November 1, 13954 |

John Le Williams == Succeeding Mr.Hickman was Profs John L, Willian

who ceme to Topeka in 1889, He was principal of Lowman Hill end Harrisc

S8,



Page 3 . .
schools before becoming principal of Topeka High School from 1395 to
1898, He held & doctoris degree from the University of “hicsgoa

Luther Denny Whittemore == Topeka High School!s ninth principal,
L. De Whittemore, was graduated from the Barr Académy in 1876, from
Amherst College with a bachelor of arts degree in 1880 and with the
degree of master of asrts in 188,

He served as principal of Topeka High School from 1898-1904 and
as superintendent of schools from 1904-191l, He then accepted the
position of secretary of the state board of education, which he held
until 1916 when he became superintendent of the state boards In 1919
he accepted his present position of Registrar at Wasnburn Colleges

Harry Lo Miller ~-- Harry L. Miller was educated in the Dougles
County schools, attended the Kansas State Normal at Emporis, and was
graduated from the University of Kansas, a member of Phi Beta Kappae
First a Superintendent of schogls in Nortonville, Kan., lle became a
teacher in Topeka High School in 1902, After serving as vice=principal
in 1903=1904, he assumsd the principﬁlship in 1904 and continued in
that capacity until 1909

Mr. Miller was principal of the Kansas City, Kan., High School frc
1909 to 191le At that time he went to the University of Wisconsin as-
head of the secnndary education work, and later became professor in the
university's school of education, His death occurred in August, 192G,

AaronAJ. Stout == The eleventh principal of Topeka High School,
Asron Jo Stout, is a greduste of the Kansas State Normal at Emporia anc
of Columbia University and has done graduate work at Chicago University

and Columbia.

For & short time after his graduation from the Normal in 1893, Mr,

Stout was & chemist in & Louisiana sugar refinery. In 189L he began te

¢

ing in Emporia High School, and in 1899 came to Topeka High School as ¢
=%
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toacner of scionce. nHe served sg viceeprincipal from 1904«19%%, ien

he wea promoted to the principaiship. Tunls pesition he heldd untlld
1914, Sineco 1918 he hes been superintendent of the Topeka puclile schaod

Gy t#m.

e Ao COOR == Tho sucoaagur 0 Ae Jebtoub was Wy Helooit, wav
sarvad sa'prineipal from 1918 to 1923, Ho was gradusted from the
Universzity of Hwnass in 1938, snd attended Chicego Univerally lowr

groduate worke He was principsl succeasively of tue nigb scanel ot

LEPOPAiB, 1915 to 1914,

Mrre Gook remligned the Topels 7“‘ﬁdAym1ﬁﬂiﬂ In 1923 to benceo prine
eipal »f Hongeveld Hish Senool in Bes Holneg, iowe.

Ao Mo Darnell - from 1923 to 1928 Topeks iigh School woa under Lhe
Airection of A.M. Uprnell, o greduste of the Western ollege of “oloradl
and of the Uorthwest Missourl Stets Teschers wolloyo. |

Afton ho;ding ne ;psition uf suparcintendent ol schovla In Seall,

Coloe, from 1920 vo 1923, he osas Lo Topoka se ariacipal of tha hi:zh

schoole in 1928, n&.raaignad his position snd Jdid nob resuny @ducsilons

gl work until the fall of 1931,

(0.



Principals - Topeka iiigh

e
" b

We Ne Ven Slyck == Willsrd de Ven Slycu wan the secund
graduste of Topsks ilgh Sorool Lo bDwcome 1ts principele e was
& member of the olsss ul 1934,

After recelving uie A.le froa the Unlversliy of Lanses in
191, he taught history in the Salina High Schingl Lfopr WO yeoirSe
He thun becemo »rincipsl s ipntt il-h Sehool, serving fiom 1915
to 1918; at Tols liigh School, 1920-21; and 8t Ssling Hish Hehool,
1921-1928. 1In that yesr he csme to Topuks snd heaeded the birh
school for 16 yoers,

His only dopasrture from the principslzhips he held in Aensses
high schools wes a8 two=yusr periad, 1518=27, when ho weg siote
gtudent secratary of the Y.M.Leds in wunvare.

Vo Vam Slyck held o Hasterts dugree fros the Ualversity ol
Kunsss and hod done eztensive graduate astudy at both Cricngo and
Columbio Universitiecs. s was working toword & 7hae L. of the time
of his desth.

Hiz vepsonal and professionsl Interests were minje He was &
Rotericn, a 32ad Degroa Masun, 6 member ol the Gtate Boord of the
T M. Coh, and the Loy Beouts, snd he taught a wants cless &t Lhe
PMrat Methodlst Vhurca for nany Yyearse

Twice he wes vica-presldent ol the ﬁaﬂaan itate Teosclers /Fasetl
tion, & mumber of the Horth Cantrel lasoctaiion Comnitiee Jur Donssd
distriet repressntstive of inl Lelts Kappo, and presideant ol Lhw
Hationel Associetion of Hecondery tchool irincipolse Hoe held a 118«
membership in the Nolionsl cduestionsl fgaccinllone

=9

¥re Ven Slyck worked uncsesiazly in the pleaning ol the prosen

2 1

high school bulilding, bonds [or wiich wepre veted the yeoT ¢ty ho

ceme to Topeks. H&is porirald, paiated by lielen Hodge, asngs ot Lho

AP
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ﬁ. He Von Slyck == 2

left of the atsge in tbe algh scnool audliorium, whore he had

so often prosided, Hia desth ogeurred on Jormery 16, 1904

Lt



Topeka High School Principals

E, B. Weaver

E. B. Weaver, principal at Topeka High School since 1946, heads

"the school in which, except for two years, he has spent his entire

teaching career,

Mr, Weaver came to Topeka High in 1925 as physical education
teacher and athletic coach, He had served in the same capacity in
the Belolt, Kan,, High School his first two years out of college,

Though born in Montrose, Colo,, he has lived most of his life
in Kansas, He was graduated from the high school at Fowler, Kan., and
from Friends Universlty in Wichitas His school work was interrupted
between high school and college (1916=19) by three years of service in
World Wer I, ! - Ee

From 1925 to 1932 Mr.%Weaver'coachedffootball, Basketbali and trac.
but with the expansion of the sports staff at Topeka High he concentrat
for the next 10 years on féotbéil and basketballe. In both he had marke
success, and on several oc;asions had all-victdrius seasonse

In 1942=L43 he coached;only football,

When asppointed assistént vice=-principal and boys'! counsellor in
1943, Mr. Weaver had to give up his coaching duties. That same year
and the next, because of thé 1llness and death of Principal W.Ns Van

1

Slyck, he served as acfingévice-grincipal, with S, H, Stark as acting

A

principals i

He end Mr. Stark_exchénged positions in 194, and in 1946 Mr, Weaw
wag elected principals |

He holds an A.B. degree from Friends University and a Master's fro

the University of Kansas, He has done graduate work at Columbla Univer

/4
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Besides belonging te numerous natlonsl, state and local education=-

sl organizations, he has been an officer in the Council of Administra~

‘tion and the American Association of School Adminlstratorse Ile belongs

to Phi Kappa Delta, honorary educational fraternity, and to {lhe Masgonles

lodge, the Elks, and the American Legione

He is active in the Topeka Council of Churches, and at present is

chairman of the Shawnes Countylchapter of the American Red Cross,

Mr.

athletas’

students

and fun,

Weaver has had the personal friendship of Topeka High School
for more than 25 years, and as principal both faculty and
rely upon him for kindly guldance, keen interest in thelr work

and fairness in hig school edministration,

He is the fifteenth principel Topeks High haes had in 1ts more than

80 years® existences

Fittiit
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Deun of Girls

In Topeka High School

The ofiice ol desn of girls was satabliched in 1983 a8t Top: ko
High Seaool, with Miss Leura 5. =wing s the first o 0o asnored witn
the positlon. Nigs Lwing hed boen u tescher of Latin in the nl.a schon
gince 15923 ghe continued as deen of pirly until her sobliroesent 1a 193 39

Twice, when Miss iuing wes on lesve of absence, igs dvizall lcdd:
of the hotany devartwent se¢rvisd Sa her lacoa

Mlas felen Shirk, now Mes, wWillism Long, succeeded Mlas Jwing aad
vaa eved for two yoers uatil fer memrlogd.

Ming Annsbel "rinsgle, socisl studies teecher, wes chosen tu 11l

the office, bepinning with the fall of 1941 snd continuiang Lo tho "Tesel

~

These throe worwn neve dobe much o shape snd gulde the life of

[

gtudents in Topeka High Sehiool, Desides taking koen Lnterest Ia sehole
atendsrda, they have hed a8 great part in the snelal Lile ol soulentd, n
oupervised the welfsre ol the éirla, gad heve Zone Lato students' honead
in tires of ilineas ond Lercsvesnent. Taey heve been Irisad ead oiunsed
to fpoully and students elillke,

Hisa Pringle bas chergs of spoifestiocn Uovr colleje seholarsiling on

ta
3

{ <
(¢
L &5
[ 2

of oollege entrsnce exominatisne ziven in Topeka. Lae ianlorvicw
cirl wae enters Tnpekavﬁigh a8 8 new sbudent, &hwe avriivsied and gpone
the Senisr Oirlst Council. voliese 2y 1s anotoer o ooy coolelb.tlions
to the sohoole 3Sho heg served ss rrealdent of the Xsnsaes wouncll ol Us

of Girlse

LS -



The poasition of deun of boys at Topeka ligh Sehbol was
establlished much mope recently than thet of dean of girls, a
altuation which is true in most other schools.

The Boapd efAEﬂueatian voted in 1831 to ﬁlmcﬁ a man as
advisoer to the boys of the high school, bat no further cobtion
vaa taken until 1941, when ILioyd W, Chambers, ruidance Girector,
was appointed.

Hre Chambers served wntil he left for the Navy in 1042. fe
was not replaced tha following wear.

In the fall of 1943, B. 5. Weaver, thea football coach and
goclal studies teacher, was named dean of boya. Te served only
part of one year in this capacity, as he had %o sssist with
other adminlstrative work made necessary Ly the illnecas and
death of Principal We No Van Slysk in January, 1044,

The offlce was not filled until 1649, when Kenneth 1.
Hegers, was appointed dean of Qoys. He orpganized the Senlop
Boya®' Couneil and worked closely with the dosn of girls in
asslsting all students of the high scheol,

Leonard H. loulden succeoded him in 1981, as lir. Fevers
moved into guidance worl. Ur. Hfoulden was dean of boys until
the spring of 1984, when he resigned to take a pogition in
Californliae The office was not filled for the sehool wear

1058465,
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Presgt 0fricial Orgsnizstion

Board of Aducation

Charles Sheetz it e R & T P i - Yo o
Dre Richard Greer e=ewwamemccaccccccmmccmceeaVico=ipresidont
Goerald K, Barker weeeecemcceccccccanmccccaccccceees Members
Jacob A. Dickinson

M. Co Oberhslman

Mrs, Urnest A. Suiner

Genernl Offices

Wondell R, Godwin e~=eececececeeee Superintendent of Schools
VMose Jo Wiltaon e=ewemeewewe Agsigtant to the Superintendent

Bd Le MeNeilleweweeceeewa=Director of Operstion & Maintenance

Giles Theilmann «eewececccccecceees Jirector of Instruction

Raymond F, Tilzey weee=e=Diroctor of Census & Attendance

Sehool Nurseg

Jusnita Dugsn emeceecee)

)
Ruth S, Forrin eeece-a.a)

. ) Elementary snd Junlor High
Lucile Larson seeemeeeecea)
)
ROSQ A. Sems ----------—)
Ida 5. Norman e=eeee---=  (Colored Lchoolz

Fern Taylor eweeeseeceeow Topeka High School

»

L7
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Fregent Official Orgaenization - page &

Soeealal Sepvices

Lucells Harpls seee=e==e---- Instrumental Musle, “lemenlar]
Setty Lou VWells mwmeeeecvev-=

Beverly Je Downing ee=~------ Speech “vorrection, Upescn Clinle
Ipving Sillverman wewewececcws

Lens Cohen e-eeeemwecwe---- Homgbound Iustructor

Rollle B, ouching eeeeew-=e Ingtructor of ierd of Fesring

Bunice ?. Youngguigt weee--- Lipector of Calcterla

(8-



Zarlier Official Personnel
Through the years, oifflces and positions of sdminlstration In
the Topeke School system have kept the same gencral pattern but olften
under differ«nt titles,. 'It';3 impoasible in thia summery to itrace all
the chengesa, bubt in the main the following oflices were filled by tnese
persons$ .
Clerk of the Board (aléo sometimes business maneger)

J

LHe W, ?ﬁrnﬁworth ® 0 26 e E TSIV LI EESIPOULROLOQUDTONRDLS

J' VJ. st&gg ..O'.....'.-..Q‘...l..".."...l.l..‘l..I.‘

L TS L TR . ¢ S SO S, © L
He Lo APTASLIONE ceveveccssccenasesceosvnccnncassssnas 1926=1537
By He Bollo® snwssessssnssinnsnsasbssesessbennssssan 493 71=1942
Mrs. Thelma MILLIIN: cesssovvesssssscanssascnnsonnee LI2=1351

Mrs. LeVon ArmendariC.cecescesccassassasnnsscasnsse L1951 to presecnt

Secretary to the Superintendent

- -

ﬂﬂlen c“ppa.0----;-oc-ooo-.o.-.............c-...... 1913‘1942
Mra. Thelme MILLLIN cesevctecoonabnnctinimssnassnasoss 19&2-1951

Mrg. LaVon Armendariz ©e s P vsevseseerressesBROOROTVE S 1951 - DPrEsent

Superintendent of Buildings snd Grounds

w. H. conry ® P @ PSS EN OV OO RY AN OSSO PE eSS PIET PN S 1913-1922
Roy w. Elliott 08O PP0EPPEEP T SO ONPOY OO NGNSV LIEY Ve 1922—1923
He I Ramsey $es0s0esesrerscseesassansessoesERETETS 1923'1925

\re C. Kﬁmpton '...........l.-..l..-..!!IO'QOUOOUGQ; 1925‘19&4

wd MQNOiil U O VG PO P OB POV ODCE PV ENTOOTS OO W 19“& - ﬂrescnt

Tressurer
Chﬂso Mo Gardner 8 000000 NS P8O VYEEL easesPORIEBRROOOEROOOETE 192u'1935

Ell:ﬂbeth Donaldson 0P CORSIGEOEPIUEROESERILEOIOTOEBDROEBROEERETPOSOCTE 1@27-195u

(9.



Griicial Veramonusl - page £

reuent WETloar

sdwerd Rﬁﬂnﬂy PP L OERORUL VY YO RSB TSI B G TR NGRS 1?13'1?1&
F' He SﬂWdy PPN PR EOIRR RGP PANI P BT IESON I NI EDEIERORDS 1@1@*1%26
Te Do MILLIEHE sossvisesonsstasehossssnspyonsevises 192021

F. We Lomfort '(ﬁlﬂa cﬁﬁﬂuﬁ}tc:o.oca.-a.otcoovuc-- 1?22’1@3&

) % * T Tt
ﬁ' Ve ?ylﬁ EE R RN R ENENE R RN SRR R R R R RN 1?3&‘&%;@
' : oy 1, i
T._‘{. HETI'O eesessssevsssrnsscssscsonsnoveansnsus 1‘/1}4.;‘"1‘;&97

Rﬁymomd Tilz@y S E PP I PP PP PPN RNROIRNREP IR YT IATRABAO NSRS 19“7- present

Cofeteria Yirgebtor:

o n. g

GortPudo Mortol sesssssvescsrsvsessvrassvcenssnsens SPrLRE 1985
Mar BoRED o ssonsssssnsortnssbsnsssosarssabnisansves hIAowLGIS
Belle d, SEYUer cssesvorsveenssnsossssnenvsssvsncr hica=lF37
Ha0sho Fredenburg sesssscevsosnsrsssnssvanrsassvens 19372132

Lunice Younﬁquiﬂt 00 s 0000 eTEPsessOUBESIIYSIARP L E lgﬁg - OIGERNY

CLERKS OF THE TOPEKA B30ARD OF EDUCATION FROM MAY, 1867
TO AUGUST, 1911

¥ 9 = May, 1867 to April, 1869 . . L. C. Wilmarth

April, 1869 to June, 1869 . . . . David Brockway

June, 1869 to March 18, 1871 . . . John A, Banfield

April, 1871 to May, 1871 . . . . . C. W. Bright

May, 1871 to May, 1872 . « « « - o £. B. Fowler

May, 1872 to September, 1872 ., . . W. H. Butterfield
(Resigned a/c duties as
Sunerintendent of Schools)

October, 1872 to June, 1875 . . . R, H. C., Searle

July, 1875 to June, 1876 . . . . . T. H. Church

June, 1876.to August, 1899 . . . . H. W. Farnsworth

August, 1899 to August, 1910 . . . J., E.Stewsrt

August, 1910 to August, 1911 . . . W, J. Stagg

(In the beginning, the orgsnization of the board took
place in May, but later, the board was organized at the
meeting the first Monday in August.)



Special Departnents
Adult Tducetion
C. G. ﬁi!pwcl"th T T RS R R NN N R R R R 19:)"\-"1(.;:;1

‘Perdue Bo. Uravis ciot--'oooo-o-oisoooo-oo..ooo

5
'w. Walter Eusﬁ@ll 6#.oo.ooo-ocoooooo-oc-o-.oou lgEI'IQSh

Colored Hducaticon
Hlarrison L. CRlAwWell eesvoservsavesrcecnsvesscos l<1;;!r'}-!}50

Interbr&eiﬂl COUNGGLOT evsvsessvovese 1?5

Haslta
DPe Jo Je FUlLON crevevvscessenssascssccscsnnce 1932"'1‘;;2

Dr. Elvenor irnesh es.Supervising rhysiclen ,
= ! for He & GIrls eecesccee l()s 3”195}7

Instruction and Currlculum

Gilﬁﬂ Thﬁilmam o‘-cc-ocotoocoo,goooo-.ooocoooo 1951"195)4

Paychaloszical Service
Dre iepbert snu@:f .oqqoo-ooo'clocoo.ooc.0--.-00 19:“?'1-(};#0

?‘iargaret JOhnﬂon. Aﬂfﬁ:o o.oo-oo--ooo.oonccoooo.1")37"1939

Remedisl tegading

:}ex‘truda LDSG? o.ooo‘.uoo.ocoou-o.o---o---o-o'o 1!}38'1‘}1}3

Resdarch and Lifliclencey
Ira JD Briaht PO UV EEBEPNINECPAP P E0POOEPINEPIE 1’}1()"‘1")1‘3

Hﬂnry R. Thampaon 0008002000008 ?aENenPROEOEPTTSO 1910“1919

Speech Correction
Lucile Smith eeeveccesvsvescvvercsncovescacesncoe 1921'192
] :"‘:1‘8. yﬂr:f Nﬂ'.‘{lal‘ DPOWIL esvscvsensscevscscovscoccse 1‘)’3“:"1\)32

Amy JOBUS eceocssvevvssonssesssossesvenrcesvonoserse 1(;/“.2‘19:1‘-“7

U
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Special Depertments < page & o ‘

Testa and Measurements
Martha Heaton @ O % s 0 0 0 0...'0....."..'......'.

Egther SWANSOIl syescesosescsssoeecsssvenosvsessand

Ungraded Rooms

Ellen Heartburg ..O...O.'..'.'.O..ﬂ...’.....ﬂ.

Visual Educstion
Mo J. Whitson S80S0 e R e eReOPOLeEPOEOTTOIOERTOOEEOEORNOPRDO
Mrse Dorothes Pellett, Asst. P R R I I ]

MPS. Dorothea Pellett @ e 0SS s 00 COPEBLORGSREELEed

7¢.

19L.0-19043
1943-1945

1918~1938

1904.3=154L
1943~1904L
1941 =195



AT

. I’Iary Bunker .......’A'..‘...O...........C.-..’...'....

Mabel Ro Karr ssescen

Supervisors

a, ;
RN K]

AAAAA

Elementary grades

Dorothy Cooke .'.‘..;..'..'...~.l....'....".'.-i.'.'.....

-----------

Don Geyer ...............'.'..l.'.....ll.....lt.lv'l..I‘

Forelgn Language

Genersl Supply

Home

Tressa E.

Bconomics

Pemnan .....‘...l......‘..'.'.’l..'......'

....._....'.....'.IO..'....
Tt Rt Sl R e g ] e L

Julla DnViS ..coooto-o,-pyo!op-jppoo,ojfyff}yf}}pipp
Mildred CbQMbers’ Aast;~..............;;.....;......

SYIViB Nelﬂon..cdnSUItant ;.-o..0;0.;;;0;;;0;-0;0;10
Ws. Helensutherin '..............'.....‘...'."."

Lena Dav1s T R R R T N N W IS I RN R

J“llia DaVis ......'......CC...l'.......0..........‘.

Boella M, NelSON ececescessscccsssosccssocsecssccsscnsone
MUrl GEJMIL eeescccsvscsscccsvacvosscscssosscsscessosssscsoe
0@ Q'LEOI'Y eevevosccccescsrssascescssccsosscscscsscssscnce
Jossie Boll WoOdWOrth seescsvesccscscecsssveaccansse

Kethorine TucCkeXlr ecesesscevesessscscerssccssacscesvccnsse

Industrial Arts, Blementary and Junior High Schools

Pl}ilip 3' Hasty '...CQ.'.....IC;‘.’..I.......l.....'.

7

3.

Albert Winterxr i......o....oo..oo."o..o;o;o..ooouou'

E' J. Buckles ...........'....0..'.............'.'0.

1913=1923
1923=1949
19,,9=-195],

1921=-1943
194 3=194.7
1941=1951
194 7-1951
1951«195k

1954=1955

1914-1918
1917=1918
1919=1921

1922=1926
1926=1928
1923-1930
1930=1942
15,,2=195)

1913=191}
191L=1910
1918-1922



Industrisl

Wo Wo

P. W,

A, &,

Masic

- Supervisors

Arts, Continued
scott‘;;'..”'...;‘..'.....“...".'.‘OC....'O

Chamness, HeS. and Jre HiZA seesessesscscess

3iféct0?>fﬁaﬂa Sﬁhéel..l...t.noooc

Director Vocationel @&ucation Sl e

Mildred HeZlrigE seseesseccsscasvssescsssasasacss

Grace

v. ‘qilso.n";;;;.;.O......"..‘.‘.‘.".‘Q.‘.v.....’.

David LEeWwB0M cesseccessoososssossssnsosssssncnscsnes

c. J’ MGKQQ ..‘........O....‘l....‘.‘.l...l'.l'.‘.

Muslceilom. Grades

Kﬁtherine Sentz ..’..'.Q'Ol.'.l...l'.t.ll..'......

BanChe Bakﬁr 'Q.....'l'.'......I.....'.'Q!.‘..‘..

Imogene Burnette ceeveevsvessvessrssessccesasscnne

Violet

&theﬁel .‘..."‘q.V...l'l..'.‘Q.l‘.’....l.

Gertrude Bunning eeeessccscecscvresssscscsscecvsscne

Raymﬂnd W. conn@tt-‘ﬁand Bﬂd OPGheaﬁra.....-......

Othella M, Oglesby =- Colored SchoOls eesesvessose

Hattiﬂ.M. Lilly ...’...Q.'o.oo.cu.ac.ccuu-ootv-t.a

Carolim IQ. ﬂines‘;...'....‘.'.'.'.'I’....'..‘.l.‘

Penmanship

He T

2tella BPOGOW$k7 P R R R I SR

Mrﬂo

Ruth Kittle .;;l.;..;!.'.’.;.O..Q.l.;..!’.‘ll."..

Catherine Steele

Jett ...'.....'...'...'..‘...'..'...O‘.'....

e

.'....'......'.."..'l.".l.

1922«19,2
19,2=190l
194k -1946
1946=1954
1942-1%0

1913-1919
1919=1928
1920=19.2
19 2«195l;

1919=1950
1915=1%20
1920=1954
1920 =1k 2
1926-1927
1925=1926
190l =3907
19@7-1?&8
195 =195

1913-1915
1915=1917
1920-1922

192! =357



Supervisors

Physical'ﬁducatidn"" """
W, P, MacLesn ..;.;..;..................;...d 191L-1917
Lo Boi DILEATOTE vassnsienssssvessnsesdusnssss 19201951
Frenk MCGrath eesececessscssscsoscscsvcnccccs 1951=-1954

Social Studies

Robena Prin&'le OOOOk.‘.'l.-DQOU'OQQOOVOI.-'DOOO-.. 195“."1955

Summer Playgrounds

L. P. Dittemre .lC.....O...O....‘..l.‘.......' 1929-191}2

,,,,,,,

........



Adminiasrators Topeke High wohoold

We HWe ¥an Zlyelk 197 -194L4
Se He Stark (ioting Frineipsll 1944
B, Be Weaver {(Heting ‘rinciosd) Loilh « 1945

" (Principsl) 1946 - date

=5

TohePALHS Pall g

Ca e i‘iwgnwf'i’m l}m” - 257
(Adult Lduestion) 39306 -1937

Se He Stark 1937 = 1340

Or. Uon Welter 1940 < 1949

Doy Purdne Pe Ureves A¥02edvie {8Lou, Oir.
1G5 Awda te )
Lunneih Be Meyorsd 205dwdate (8lso, Lire QO

GUIcANCE DIRCCTUR:

Lloyd Casmbors 1940 - 1943
DIALOWOR O BULLANEA S

Kunneth He Hayers L95Ll-dste

DIRLOTOR OF CURRTGULUM

Dre Pardus B, Greves LYCi-dnte

GUITDANCE CUUNSELLIN

Rennath Vegurs 1946 - LO4L9
uhdﬁ QF GIRLGe

Lours L. Swing 1923 - 1938

Holen M. Obirk 1935 - 1940

Annebel fringlia 1940 - date
HEAR 0@ Gu¥l

(HQQ?’%X Bﬁﬂf&%ivnﬁi i:l:‘"" QM“}—%;}"- J."ulnfw wi' & ;v;"‘.}ié:.-:ﬁ“l Yot
1931 but oo one weags o ppeinted watild pRTHE S

76
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DEAR OF BoYS: (&bntinusd)‘
Lloyd We Cosmbers 1941 = 1942
.noneil9k2 | .
G. Bavieover 1953 = 1944

None 1944 = 1949

Lenneta ¥, Moyeras 1949 - 1950 {(Psan of “oys & ol

Counsellor 1950-1951)
Loonard H. Moulden 1951 = spring 195k

Ho sasigament - 1954



Tonnlra Yonochors

Gualificetions

The principsl qualificstions for teachers in the early doys va&s
8 good moral chavecter and the ability to pess an exswinatlion in the
subjects sne wes to tesche. OSaleries iu the Tivst 20 yeoprg of Topzka's
history were lowe From 1855 to 1865, they renged from w25 to L5, with
the guperintendent sometimes recelving no more then w1,200 & yeile oy g
1876 teschers received from @45 to §65, and the suporintendent, £1,8004

The legislature of 1376 psssed & law glving powsr to all boards
of educotion of first and sscond clegs clties Lo cresto eXoiining boepd:
empowersd to hold examinsticns and to gertilicste tosecherse <1he clties
gpparently 3id not use this powur o eny exlent, but de ended lerssly
upon the county superintendsnis, hmvmal achools -~ now teschsrs colliols
and the Stete Board of Hducstione The law of 1876 wus repesled in 1937

Until the last few yesrs &% least two years of experience had besn
required before @& teacher could be teken into the Topaka achol systenis
The tescher shortege whlch hes prevailed since the oubbreok of World
Wer II brought about & change in tuls policy, however, and now anydne
who has the other requirements end has teken proctice Geaching &b &
teschers college or @ university is eligible, A college dogree is
regulred except In cese 2 teacher lacks bul @ Lew hourg of owtoiniong 8
degree, She wmsy be hired witi the understanding thet at ner Jirst

opportunity she make up what she lacuki.

Teachers

Until recently, although summer study or ite ecquivalsnt in travel
was encauraged snd advanced degrees brought ineresned salory, no dellni
reguirements were get up for teschers! continued studye Doginning with

the present yesr, 1954, teachers with o bechelor's depgree rust attend

summor school once in {ive yeils. Thoze with mesterts decrees must
7€ -



Toachers ' Pa e 2
ettend once in six yerrse

Tescher Retirement and Penglons

In 1911, lasrgely through the efforss of the teachors of Topela,

a retirement law was pessed by the legislature for cities ol the llrst
clagse lilss Eabel Smith was a leader for this, :iving untiring offoré
for obtaining the vassage of this law, This gavo teachsrs who rdtired
after teaching 30 yesrs, 25 of which were n cities of tho [irst class,
a pension of {500 s yeer.; The pencion fund was to be rsised by
contrlbutions or assessments pald by the to achers end Dy en appropriatl
by the Boord in a ratio fixoed by lawe

The first teschers were retired im 1911 and waralﬁiss Lliza lsgle
who had been principal of Potwin tchool, and Mrs, C. L. Laudach, lor
many yesrs a teacher in Polk School, Their superlintcndent, Le Do
Whittemore, commented that botﬂ.“well deserve the recosnition which the;
have recelved,"

In 19&1 the leglslaturo voted to g lve teachers a peasisn ol one
third of the average of the laut 10 yosrs! salery, ai'ter ithoy hed taugh
30 yesrs, 25.of whichh were in cities of the [irst cloase Tae moximum
was 5900e Undof thils law, the othor employees of tho Boerd of Dduceli:
wore included &lso,

Another teascher law pessed in 1943 shortened from 25 yosrs to 20
yeors the tlme required for serving in citles of the first classe Tho
total term of 30 yesrs rcmalned the sawc.
| In 1947 two more important changes werse wede LY the logislaturo.

One set the pension at one hsll of the average of the lost 10

e
[e]
]
£

galary for teschers who had taught 30 yosrs, 25 of taem in eities of
the first classe. The other law grentod the sams pension b tavao wiho

nad taught only 25 yeara, 15 of them in cities of tho first clasa,
79 |



® S

Teschers Paxe 3
provided they retired baéause of disebilitye The mexlmum in elther
cnpe wos 1,500

In order that the plight of a mumber sf teachers who retired belor
1941 on & 4500 a year pensgion might be somewhat relleved, the loplalety
of 1953 greated theze teachers @ pension of {720 & Jear, The Topoua
Ret!rad g@achera Agsociatlion has as 0nua of its gzosls & low walch will
bring the pension atill more ia line with living coaditlond,

Before 1940 there wes en understandlng that teachors should retidd
at the aze of T0, but Lhe rule wes not enforcads In 1941 the Losrd as’
67 as the compulsory retirement age, ond two years later lowered L¢ %o

65, A state lew passed in 19,7 permitsz teachers to rabtlrs at 50
M ¥ ¥

o
-
s

provided thay nave taught thelr 30 jesrs, 20 of whigh wWers y ¢ltlies ©

the flrst classe The maximum penslion of this proup is ViS00

The Tapeka aohools did not retire any tapohers in 1963, bubt retlr
two_ groups 1n‘195u. mands accumulsted by the cliy Jcnﬁal treaawry oo
1941 to 1954 for beschers’ pensions were turned ovexr Lo bhe State Schu
Pension #und this year, The sltate now pays 8 ;nnnion of 0l plus
intoreat par month to ezeh retired tencher, snd an sdd ditionel emouni i
paid from the Topaka achaol traamury to make tho smount equal to the
amount the teacher would nave rocelved if Topelka had not Tgonc ob ths
state plane” This ls, of courase, one usll of the everage of the laat
10 years' salary, &nd 8 meximun of 31,500

Topeke now has the same pebivencnt plon sg oll othew gitines ol . ¢
first clesa in Kensas, with lbe single exception of harsag WlLy, nens
which operstes under 1ig own rlone

SE.31 IHEL S
ZFV.;:) o

€o.



Professional Organizations
The Pplnecipals? Club
The first professional organization In the Topeks achool syaslcn wWas
the Frincipals' Club, begun at the suggestion of Superintendent L. De
Whittemore in 1910-11., A1l principals were eligible, and the superintend

of school wss an honorary member.

~r

Through its long existence, Lo organization has Deen informal in 1
monthly meeting, but keenly concerned with school administrastion probleis
Disecussions sre focused on daily situations and their vracticel solution:

(e I Lh

gt
¥ i

farent=-Teacher Asscclatlons
Parent=teacher organizations secm to have started about 1912 in Top«

elementary schools, for by tae 1913-1l} school yesr thoy were well or;eni.

In 1915-16 there were brenches in 13 schools.

These groups, foracd to establish closer understsnding between the
homes snd the schools, bought Victrolas end records, belped pay for picn
provided athletle equipment, and seal delegates to tho state Psrente-Icac
Agsoclaliion conVehtions annuallye

Superintendent He B.W'lson in bls Report for 1917 soys of thems
"Their cenersl effect has becn good and wholesOMGesses 1WO Or throe lex
and outstanding effects may de mentioned, as follows: Thae establishment
in Quiney Bechool of a branch cily 1ibrery for the use of the cltizens of
North Topeks and the pupils of the schools; the renting end eguipment of
a manuel and nousehold arts building to promoted tine extoncion ol theo
upper grade work for oirls and owuys of the Wgshinaton schoolj the inatal

tion snd use of the domestic sclence equipment at tho Ttate Street Sch

el
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&Qe}m Teschars Aamuiat;‘mn.

The Topeks Teachers Assoccietion wes orgenlsed in 1931, Its conatll
tion hos Leen r&via&ﬁ evarg_fiV& vesrs singe to keep Lhe ocrguunizavion
abressst of the changing Uimese.

it membership ias most compr@henﬁiVe,'including 81l teschers and
aduinistratlve snd supervisory steff,.esnd all other employeea ol the Lol
of iLducation es assoclete mombers., ihe 1aﬁter are not required to Lelor
to the Statcand Naticnel Lducational ‘ssoclationse

The aim of the TeT.i, is to nromobe the interesta of sducation and
o teachers and other employees inm the broadest sensae

The first president wes Miss ¥ins Melatchey, a dediccted profeasior
teacher of mathematics at the hizh school whoge standsrd of survice fop
wellare of all Topeks toachers has been carried forwerd by all succcedly
pregidents,

Among the benefits which have come gsbout throuph the cooperaitive
efforts of the T.T.Ae memberships are the followlng:

le A group Insursnce plen which was sctivated April 1, 1940, cowbi

2 health snd sccident insurance plane This wss worked outl wher
Miss Wilhelmina Bertsch wes president and is stlill in elicct.
2. A Teschers Credit Unlon which hrs provided e acrvice through
whieh all school bosrd emplsyres may both receive loans Ia time
of need end algo ploce thelr ﬂﬁ%iﬂﬁﬁ gg sharea lovested in the
¢redit Union at a good rate of interest, This plon sids mombel
in handling thelr own [inancial problems withoub going outslide
thelr own crganization for baelpe
Vernon Goldsmith wes tne lntevsated forcalin developing the
Credit Union and served for eleven yesvs ss Sls COlrst president
being followed by Hoy Bulkley, now in that oflice. Irensurars,
who do most of the actusi work of tha oryaniazat’ on, leve been:
F. A, MoCoy, fribur Seemsn, snd st rresent Joha Kellye ‘Wha
¢ A |
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Teschers Asgocisticn = paie 2

3.

Le

Se

Te

The memberahlp has groun to'ovar two aundrod sharehioclders with
more than 35,000 invested in shares st the present timo.

An 1m§rovement of teschor peleries snd sa adjusiment on a singld
salary schedule were the msin objectives upon wiilch much work
wag begun In 1932, This continues to tnis Auy wiﬁh SOmMe ProLra!
heving been made In the 22 years of the gssoclatlon's acliivilje
TeTeAs comaittess have worked cgoperatiValy wish the boerd of

fiducaetion and Adminizirative groups to better teacuner rollrsacnt

Jrogress has dveen made, chaanzing from & flat L2 per moath

bension to all teacuers to 2 minimum of 300,00 and a maximum to
all cmployces of halfl the cverare salary for the lasu ten years
of employment, At Liae preaeat time, uader & speclal law, Llhe
Topeka School Board and the {tate Teachiors detirement Loard

coopersles iIn paying the Topeika school employee's 00031 0MN.

Cooperation 1in the Community Chest, [Red Crosgs, Zoys' and Clrlg!

State, and other charitable and altrulstic drives iz a part

of T.T.Ae worke.
The membership cooperates 1n Ytatc Teachers Associatlon work,
alweys sending delegates to both National end Ztate Teachers
Assooisti@n&, and csrries out @ professioncl prograile .
An snnual dihner meoting is the one important social T.T.Ae ever

of the yesre

rpogsldeants who have served thla orgaalzation are: lina lolalchey,

¥illiam Dietz, John Lund, ¥.A, McCoy, Wilhelmina Berisch, ironk Viekers,

Ee B, Veaver, L. ?. Dittomore, Don Jeyer, Maude Sayder, Paul Doatwrlght,

Giles Theilmenn, id MoNeolll, snd Walter Russell (prosont prusident)e

g7



Teechers Aasvciation = ‘,;a 3 : ‘

Hote: The Superiniendent's iHaport Lor tue Years inding July 1,

191, snd 1915, stetea that a Topeka Teachers Agsocistion wes fomwd &b

& general meeting of teachera on Jenuary 12, 1914, for ihe purpose of

Turthering the professional end svelal ianterests of tne lecachers of

Lae

g

Topeka achoolse A delegebe and an sliernaste wore to e eleclsd euch
yoopr to the ftate Lducetionsl Council. The chiefl function ol this easrly
sgsocliation was to show hospitelity to visiting teschers at the time ol

the state teachers' mecetinga esch lall,

The Topeks ﬁiéh School fGuild

On Mereh 5, 1915, steps wéra token to form sn oprcenization in Tupek
lilgh Sehool to be known g the Topeks Migh School Gullde Its oojucts
was to bring together tue Topeks liigh School teachers "for mutual aolp,
scclsl enjoyment, proflessionel advancemﬁﬁt, and united action on all
meagures conducive to the good of the student body and to the benslil
of the teschers,.,”

br, W, He Grelder was the first praaidénﬁ, and the membership lnelw
#d the entire fagulty. The sxecutive commlttee inecluded all electad
ol ficerg == presidann, First viceepregident, second vice~prezident, re-
cordlng seeratery, corresponding secretary, secretsry-iveasurer, and
aargeant-at-erm&.

In April, 1941, the consilituilon and Cy-laws wore reviged sud the
nama of the orgenization wss chenged to the nlgh School Teschers dull
Meotin;s asre ocslled at the discretlon of the preslient, etcepnt [or the
April meating wben offficers for the next yeer are 2lscioed

Socihl events which have.b@come traditional for the Guilld sre the
£511 pienle, when neﬁ teache?s arg intrcduced and Inivlated, and

soring perty when teschers wno are being retired or ave lesving the

achool for ény other reason ere honored,

ed.
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Topeka High School Gulld = page L

Miss Mabel fry 1s the president [or the school year 195L=55

5.
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Topeka Yrade Teachers'! Viub

Resrly 50 yesrs g0 the elementary teschers of Topeks felt thob the
times eelled for a larger recognition of thelr work and status. Jecordin
1y, in ¥ay, 1907, a maéting waa held for the purpose of orgsalzstions Ho
foar of dlsepproval by the Hoard of Education, the deepest secrucy was
maintalined, The meeting waa held at the howe of Miass Jennle (larkson,

o recorda wore kept at;first, but the following fall Miss Blanche Tlewer
then a tescher at Lincoln School, wes elected president of the "Topeks
Grede Teachers' Club."

The club functloned actively from the begimning, and ia due time was
recognized as a8 moving fo:ce in the community.

A nlagtory of thils crgsnizstion would not be complete wiiooub recogni
tion of a vigorous crugader in the person of Miss Mebal Fe Swith, who
served as president for Ciwee termse, OShe must be crediied witihh a large
part in one epoche-making schlavement =« the granting of a tuachers'! pensi

in 1911,

In compliance with a2 request made by Superintendent He I, Yilzon Lo
use in his Report of 1914 and 1915, Mias Smith wrote the following:

"The Topeke CGrede Teachera' Club was formed in 1907 and is now the
lergest and best orgenized club of women in the stete of Hensome Lig
object 18 to bring teachers togethor ror mutual help, sccial union, and

united action on messures of benelit to the teacher ard conducive Lot he

L3

good of the sochools, The orgenizaetion of the club nes ceuged bhe rowih
of deeper profesgional inter:st anud the development of @ demirable
atmogphere of good comradashipe.

"Among the soclal asotivities ol the club ifus the annuel bonguet In
January, at which time the superintendent and members of the Sossd of
Sducetlion are guests, ‘Tals occasion aflords an opportunlty Lor belter

sequalntsnce among these seversl groups of people, ell Interested in Lhe

AR



Topeka Grede Teachera' Club = psje 2

cauae of educcilon,e -
"The club has an Kmergency fund for its wmembsrs and stends sponsor

for tha retirement fund now in force in Topeks. 4Along the llue ol

community latersests, 1t has brought & number of first class artislis to

the city."

Other accomplishments of ths drade Teachers' Club wore the obioine
ing of sick leave fopr teachers, a spring vecatlion, an lmproved salary
schedulo (thils in collsboration wita tae Frincipals!' Clud end idigh School
Guild), snd scholarsiips for Weshourn students who were greduaies of the

Topoka public scnoolse

N IR o
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detired Tunchers

letipod teschers of Lho Topska Yohool gretenm orgenized Lhe Tonelka
Sotired Teachers Agsccistion 1o Lbe gpring of 19502. ‘ilsa innie
Ltewart wes Tue tamﬁorséy prepident, until the graup clocted Le Po
Jlttomore. Le wes succsaded toe lollowing yeer by Niso deken Hudsole
In the apring of 1954, Mizs sllosbeth SCnnemayedr Wad glected, bub
vosignud belora tiking office baceuse of rosusing work sg o subsiitule

.

tegoher for the yosr, Hisa Clare Jonnaton was chosed Lo serve In held

PLEC0 e
The purpose of ithe orgealsation 19 hotin zoctsl aad nraless andle

Tha group meebs fop infsrmel gussers in Lhe tescnaral! cofetario of
the high achoole Hembers ere kept inlormoed &3 o loocal, stste, wnd

ratinnel leogislation slfecting sepanerg, perticulsrly with posard to

)

penglionse

The Topeka group also sterted 8 sleto spoaniac tlon of retired

teachers, whileh nas bsen astive aud guito saccesslol Lo work lesding
to inerevss in psnsions o ftenohars was retipad bulfore the present
fovorsile pension lawg bucens eliechivie.

Po e FPalmer, Mro. Herths Sitcall sod Wlass Ablenil Meilroy have
/

gorved on the stabte leglslative comwitiude

i

/

it is worithy ol nole thet/ amans the retired twacher Qrvuy ol
/

/
it

Topeks, Misn ~llzsbeth Sennemydyer holds ke possrd Sor he Roneegb

an

I
period of tesehing Ia thw aiﬁ# gyripme Hagloning Lo fench when 8na
woa 27 yecrs old, she Loughi %tmad?ly for LY guirss
Sinee ere retirement in‘ﬁﬁﬁl, ahe heg twhies asoentwd a posltlon
og subntitute tescher for sll %r wrpt of & sohosl yesl. |
\

Under present m&uzﬁmzmg,} weag o chnemeyer'o woourd esn Never LE

it

duslliessed, for todsy @ begluniny tescher aust eV gduget i onal qualll
tions that cannot be sttained until ghe has done college worke



Consus and Attendance in Topeka Publlc Schools

LBy-Reymond Tilzez

The second annual report of tie Bocrd of w«ducetion, deted July
31, 1069, defined the school year, ags nine moninse The yerr was &lso
dosignated s belng composed of Two vérms Lhe sul of which must euual
nine monthse :

The number of days desigaeted for the scnool year ol 1954=05 are
180 1neluding certain defined holidayse This slso ls [lor & nine month
period, '

Teschors were required, as c¢orly oa 1669, to kecp vrecords ol stiend
ance, renersl deportment sad prolliciencye. Taen, ot the eand of eocnh mon
the »rinecipal tescher made a complote rezort to the superintendsnt, Als
the prinecipsl teoacher wss reguired, at the enad of esch term to meke o

report to the Clerk of the Losrd, Ouch records were no doudt dili;ently

kept, but it 1e only since the school yeor of 1087-08 that indiviuvel

ct

pupil records hayé been preserveds The Bosrd mede en snausl report €O
the public, which was a eomposite of tae teachers sng suparintendsulis
reporte A numver of these regoria io the public now rest in the veulls
of the scinool sdministration ollica,

The pres:nt aystem ol rea%rds reguire eucﬁ teacner T©To prepore, &t

E O

the end ol each slx wecks of achool scssion v report %9 tho school
prineipale This report Includes pupil earollninls, tronndorn, withe
drowls, days of attendance, dsys ol membearsiip and nuanber buleninme
fech principsl ia In tura requlired Lo propare £f2» the suncriateadant en
gbstraet cach six weeks, Irom the reports ol the teschers in esch zchosol

The toschers sre 8lso reguired to presore 8t the eal ol chca 81X weeks

a scholsrship or grrde card for each pupll showing the raolative ctisine

i
0
(44
©
27
ble

ment of the pupil in specirfic subjects which he or she ray L

o

and a record of attecndsncee Tals report muci de takon homag Lo

&9 -
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fistorieal Votoa SR, -l ; August 1954

inspection end si nebure ol & parent o guar“7ﬁﬁ, bhnen rebaned L0
the tescher for fulurse antriaéa

The guperintendent o0 schools In clties of toe first cless Loz
for mény years boen raguired Lo mnize gn sonual report Lo Lhw sbote
superintendgnt ol public instruction, This vesort nos becu e Gulie

extenaive in lie coverspw, embrseling statlstical data poomeding posll

sarollnsnb, aumber of teaeharﬁ, miildinrg, reaaporsstisza of nunllia,
end financlal deota including all expenditures mede by the dlatrich and

the purpose Jor which these expeniltures ars ureds RIS ronort mpj
2ls0 gerve 83 a report to the Bosrd of sducstion snd ia open Jov pabllic
inapectioﬁ. :

The ftete Legisloture in the year 1074 pase ed the Lirst Compnloory

s i s A wn g s Y . s oty
gergn BeLrSen L Gong

g,..a

Sehool Attoendance Lew. This low required 311 chl
of Jeil 7oara of sge to attend sahﬂcl for & period of o lesat 1& woweks
gach yeers aix of such wesls must bBe cunsecutivos Throushh the yeurs
vetuweon 1674 snd 1923 some revisicns were meds 2 The compulsory

gy

Attondonce Law, The law now in ¢ffect wes entered oa tha Dtobue ooks
in 1923. The 1au, currently in a”“hct, reguires aciudol suiendence on
the part of ell children batwoen thoe spes of T=1%8 op unell such child
shall heve completed the requircments of thoe elghilh grade,

The State of drnses wes olthor thoe 10th or 1lth siate Lo neso such
type of logislstion, The some yosr (L074) the states of Sew Hovk and
cnlifornia rnssed sinilar iawa. The Pirst atace to pesg such 8 18w,
was Mrosochusetts in the yeor of 1062,

™e state law provides thet the superintsndont ol agaohonls, or ols

B an g

Guly authorlzed agent, or the Judie ol Lhe Juvenllc Gourt sosll Lzoue
work permits to ohiliren betwesn the &sres of 1L end 16, only sftzr g
hes received duly executed gioitoment fram the prosreclive SIS ADTEN,

70.
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which statement musti doclare the uours and the type_of emnloynent Lo

bo engojed in by sald minore Cnlldren betweon tho stated oges (lh-ié)
cennot be legally cmployed bofore 7AMN or alter &F! nor mere thnon elight
hourg ih any one dey or more then LO hours In ony one woekKe 0T ¢ta @
child o sald ages be employed wiaille school is in zsessioan in the diatrict
in &hich ha 1lives, provided the child has not completed tho ¢ishth srads,
This lew was pessed 1a 1935,

It is my bollef thet the first truant officer wss evvolnted by the

Board ol uwducation on Y¢tober 13, 1903, Such awpolntaent 1c recordsd
ian the minutes of the Soard for thol dotee The nsme oL Lhe persen n

™

first sppointed to I'ill tuls job was Le Te ua ee Jdince Lhat time @
number of Jersons have sc¢rved as truent ollicerse Nemes of gome 68
tham ara: J, W, CGlor, W, 0. Clork, ' Fe Dawdy, kdward Jooney, Te De
Williams, [’ Le Comfort, W, G. Fyle, T. V. iorron and Re I'e TilzZeye

Besically the dutles of g8 truosnt or attendance ofllccr ias the sans
today ss it wes 1In carlier yosrcs ol gprointmentse However, the ap;roszeh
to the problem of trusacy hss been modificd in recent yesrse A sincere
attampt 1s made to lesrn the causcs for truancy snd to wrk tovards a
satisfaectory solution to. the prodblem for the benefit of the supil,
rather then just the mere spgpreliension sad punisument for luw violoe
tlone A cleor understanding end cooperative c¢ifort botusen Uhe Lavent
and the school representeilives will msny times help the cliild o Coe
come edjusted to a wore {favoradle school zitusiicn,

As esrly as 1874 Lne board of Hducstlon permitted end encouras,e.
the teacihers to desiend wribtten c¢icuses Lraa Lhe parcntes in cuses ol
agbagonces on the part ol the puplle The miractlce ol reoguiring peronied
or puardiens to furnlsh s written excuse Jor o culld's someiey fron
school hes been followed throuzh tho years and is in use et ‘e progent

time, Q/.



5
\

PSS

Historical Notna iy Auzust 125h

an B g b | e
egtaslieh

3

The Conatitution of ithe Stete ol Kspsas provides for the

ment of e permsnent school fund, The ssrnings of this fund hss zince

its beginning veen disbursed anmually to the verisus school districts
throughout the state, IL was also provided in tals constloutionsl

erticle, that these ssrnings bs distributed to cach diztriet accord=
iaz to the census ol cbildran betwean the ages of Sed1 jeowrs wLo wuare
living in s8ld districte It waa thurelore nccessary thsat c¢ach diziviet
make provlsiona for taking Lhe census in thalir dlistrliets salrily cum-

plete recorda of the school census aave been preasrved, «oas of Liwse

roecords are entered hare sloag wiith Lhe school enrolloeni:

Yaor Lenaus Enpollaent
1869 2 1,516 G35
1370 s 850 1,416
pRULSTY : 3,673 2937
1290 11,3140 ' 65100
1500 11,519 6,930
1910 14,091 D
1920 _ 11,95 by 935
1930 15,505 12,597
19,0 1,511 12,163

ethods used In taking the aschool census heve probobly verled only
slightly through the yesrase, For the most part it hes baen corpleted

by one or a numbér éf perseng mawing & Roust=u0«niugs CRNVIENe Fuor 8
ghort period of yosrs tonls was doae hyirumlie Senuol Tsscherse S2hiodl
was dlsmicgod one dey snd s8ll tuschers and prisoipals dovoted thet doy
to ecanvagsing the citye AL the prewscnt tlme cerieln wge grongs, within
b2l yeur claas, are taken frow the recurds of the counbty wopasssor end

coupled with the Fublic and Fapsenial School envolloment poelords o

complete tune annual scunol census.

Genool posulaition has, nesrly alwsys, besn onal dense on Lhs ouber

ol

edzes and fringe sress of the ¢itye it would naturally loliow tuzy

annexotions are made on washever section the oity dovelops; thet isa

q@.
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where most often the problems of schovl, Gousing, elce or& Lo

In the three yesrs just passed (1951-02, 1952=53, 1953=%0) tue
grodes of kindergarien, first ond aucond ghowsd a marked incresse
(384147) over the torse years just provious (1543=49, 1949=
The full 1lmpact of this increased enprollment will reach the Jewmlior digh
School (grrdes 10, 11, 12) in the yeer 19536, The asnusl eavollimend
in ths Senlor iigh School in 1963=5L was 1760. 1T is ostlrotad thel

the 19636l annusel enrcllment will exceed 3000,

q7.



b}
]
i . ’ ‘
BN
\
i A ! 3

Beholarshing, Awerdg, LACOEAZ0

hr e o e e

c s 1 e

he trend townrd helping younz psople get &b gducation 15 a0

i

1neressingsg onde winecs 1932, meny fmpoptent getiolarships hove Bl

to Topeka lilgh School gtudcatse AS fap pg rocords sre cbtainibie,

of tho most importent scholersnips follows:
Armeo Joundebion
"rod Relph Ports, 11 - 1954 (not used)
Chice~0 uUmiveraity Scnolarship '
Hart Splegel = ¢300 penotursulp in 1936

Cerl Stanley = two yeer 600 seholersadp < 1936

3 4

fiobert deynolds - one yaeepr 4150 scnolebenlp - 1535
Jonn MeBplde - Frize Scholersaip = 1940

o

Alogrt Yescen - Jrliw GCohwlership - 1942

Jeok Dutton = Scholarsuip - 1943 ¢ )

Woody Runyan = wenolursulp - 1943, } O HLDoR LaLrLOSe
¥ :

Howspd Swnrtzoman - woeholershi’'p - G3)

i
alen Dickinson = Scholerstip - 1950
Daitewd Unlveralily 3ckalurhni§
Luther saprrett % .
Junlor Moenlll) 1000 Hector In 1936
Houston Smith %
Javid Stevens = a four yeer ¥i0CO scéholerenlp 14 1337

hareld Vaun Slyck - 1939

—
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Calvin Holmang’- 1943
Delmont idsdley = 1953
Rovert Xing - 1953
Pail M1lls, Jr.= 1953

Robert ferivnore 1903

lsnses University Scaolership

ie

Sumrserficld

Jonn He Lumpkin - 1931

7.

Merlow C. Sholsnder = 1922
Richord H, 3terl - 1934
Qilli&m~v. Gilstrap = 2935
C. Roderick Surton = 1936
Cartor D. Butler - 1937
Seruel C. Iwig - 1937
-dugh S ﬁnthewaun. - 1936
varry 2. Pettergon = 1933
Dallas D.Dornan - 1959
Je oerl Zsrnoey - 192
D. Allen Rogers - 1942
Jack B. Cutton - 19,3
Jemcs e Jarls - 1744
Willism L. Stringer = 1945
Charles He Cory - 1946
Wellace Grundeman = 1846
Heney H, Oradshew = 1948
Ronald L. Wigington = 1G49
Caerles R. Zeith = 1930
Joremae Ae. Willis - 1952
Dougloss S. Falluoce = 1953



umnarfialﬁ wanwlav@‘*@ sontinued

Lo

e

ho

Navel Avistion Scnolarship

Anvel deserve Trelining Scuolovghip

Hobert Apiciisusg o
Woan L, Sulth, Jre =

fred i, ?gwta il -

oy

Ruwal He fPeass -

Residenceo Hsll Senolarsilp

TwantyeLive have bmwnxaw&rd@&

Topeks High Scavcl ﬂuﬁ&uﬂum since 1934.

Steulfer Scholarship in Journnﬁiam

Donnn Low ichelt

Rebacca Ann Stallond

Llimebeth Watkineg Lenolaronld

Sonis Swigord
Grece liledert

Sue Heedud
Freaklin Plyley

Lloyd Trece}
. e ) 1(;&7
Jotn Wagy )

Thomas Oliver )
) 19LE
Albert Winiting)

Froderick E@iﬂrz
Wilisem bDelong )
Hugly Gpresr . % 1949
tiell ¥eleill %
Killiﬂm CWETH é
Jerry Liutchison)
srontis dedd -

1553
] ugh“
7, Qb ,Ha:m bwie to Sumwrlielly
1953

195k
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Williza B, Carter

Donuld Dixon

alhve ‘)l

Dolmont Fedley

Robert irickoaus

Cgrn Smith
;Jnmcn toling
Roger Drown
Ysul Dixon
Ruwal iree¢se

delph lsger

B N e g Ngt” Ymat e utd

Waynoe Sorenson)

195

W Nt Ve Nt B Nl Nt W St ot St

1954

3

Northwesntera University tcholdsrsnlp

Clesrence Messick - 1949

Charles Alng

- 1984

Penholle nic Scholsrahip

Camie Tener

Joen Stolpe

liwgerary Uooch

Carolyn lorrisa

Unrlene Crehen

ettty berikes

Jusnita lewis

Anng Schumacher

Beverly Jo Jennings =

Josnne Bowndn

Farilyn Hille

g

lgchel Clalre £nsign =

Wenoy Viarsh

Lolis Albevrg

15,0
19L2

Haney dlocikley
Lgihier Larrigsd

" Tey |--.-~qn,t Ty win,
VgL P IR TRt

Iz

v 1§ . e
Shirley Collins
T e

. bJ- T M€ ol g

Blym g 2 ee (3
Anddrea SGul

&7 8 Y 43 o &
Yorllyn Jerpin

wUd e ded
viile Viux

.
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Pachelilvale Jcholavandlp eontinued

donng ﬁcqﬂ

Mapgsret Uaith - 153

Heord Ulschen - 197

ferai-cola Scholercilp

s
..,':.
W
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I Fad
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rersi-tola Curtillicnte of Awsrd

Vepry Lou Klebd “w 175

~ 7 ! Py
Doneld Libvert ‘ - 1940
wr Lo darst 1%y
Goney YT HGAINEW L S A

Hodeliffe Uslleyse ooholeovaalp

.

§ . 5 TS IR, | - o e - wees b & s !
debaced Shellord » «pgeiingn SORIANISLIE » &
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Tehnlprsnlp

“illerd Van Slyck

Jrek Casse1l
Jsmes-ﬁc;ermott.
overt Lonse
Crurlea Vennlin er

yred Calilop

)
}
)
=) )
fullidey)
Gllzey
Hell
La~gp
Jerry Chwiteshalt

aobert &xith

T M ® N ¥ Nt e i Wt Vo P ¥ ol

Atleg Verncn
dobept Ward
Join t'opeans
Loe Yagy

soul Mlesing
slenn Apcnep

¢

fanseth Minklsge

-

Wl
CNE

i rd ladley
vaarira Lamb
ftoanlay Loaer
avid deullen
Jeneg Pennott

Williem Certey

t

1935
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- Topeka High School '

Topeka's beautiful high school, occupying all but one quarter
ol the square betwsen Polk and Taylor Streets and Lighth and Tenth,
ig one of the>city‘s show places snd one of its most loved institue
tionas, BErected some sixby yesrs sfter the founding of the high
school, it is only the second réai home that the school hasz knowuns

At present, s site for another high school has been purchazed
by the Board of Education &t 17th and Fairlawn, but for Topekens
living in its First 100 Zears there will be but one Topeka High
‘School,

The official opening of Topska High School took plsce
September 18, 1871, in the Lincoln Bullding at ifth snd Madisons
There were 36 students, and one teacher was provided for them.
Element ary puplls occupied most of the buildinge

The next yesr the aschook was trensferred to the Weshburh
Building et Tenth and Jacksone This had just been purchesed from
Washourn Colleée end was celled Washburn High Schools The students
feolt 1t an honor to attend classes in a building that had been used
by the college, but the bullding had serious drawbacks, Cecauass
heating facilities were so poor, classes had to be moved back to .
the third floor.of Lin;oln School, whére it remaincd slmost 10 yeoras

In 1881 the high school classes were moved back to the Wsshburn
Bullding, now called the Jackson Building. Iers the growing enrohle
ment, totaling one hundred, required the entire building.

Rapld growth forced another shift back to Lincoln in 1845, buk
in two yesrs temporary ﬁuarters were rented in the second adtory of
the Hudson Buiiﬁing'on the soubth side of BEsst Eighth between Kans:a

Avenue and Quincye Three hundred high sehool pupils were attending

lol,



Lopeka High School =~ Page e

oclasses here in 1892-93, when, we are told, they were»crowded

"up two narfow stairwaﬁs,‘each 29 sﬁeps high and each step 36 inches
‘wida."‘ The fire hazerd alone was sufficienﬁ reason Ffor the bond |
issue voted in‘March, 1893, for a new buildings |

| The first real home of Topeka High School was the imposing rcd
brick building erectgd and opened in September, 1834, at the north-
west cbrnér of Eighth and harrlson. Its cost was estimatea at
-@85,000, Its initial enrollment was L0bg

Just 10 yesars after bonds had been voted for the new nigh
school, another election was held to vote bonds for & manual traln=
ing eddition to be erected aoroos the street, on the gouthwes?®
corner of.Eighth and Harrisone Tﬁ¢s bullding was publicly opened
May 10, 1905, althouéh it had beon +n -partial operation since
Jenuerys, 1t became known as the South Building, and the older
school as the North Buildings Tne enrollment of the high school
was a little more than one thbusand at this time.

The North Building had to be remodeled and enlarged in 191,
when &an auditofium, cafeteria, and gymnasium werse added on the west
sids, and the old auditorium was mede over into classroomse ‘

Each yesr saw émazingly increasdd enrollment. In 1925 the
Board. éf Education authorized the erection of an Administration
Bullding just west of the South Buildinge This added six new
elagssrooms on the third floor for high school use, and thls floor

* was connected by & bridge wiih vhe South Bulldinge. The other floor:

were used by the Board end administrators.
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In 1927 & portable fra@e bullding, set north of the building, wss
"used for a school library and study halls Pupils had plenty of travels
ing to do from elsss to clsasse

The account in "Sixty~Two Years of History in the Topeka High
School” astates: "By this time (1927) the erection of a new high school
building wes s hackneyed but ever popular topic for discussion, HNews=
papers, speakers, even eassay contests emphasized the need ol a modern
fire-broof building which would not necessitate crossing the street
.between classea, Some groups argued that two high schools should be
built in different psrts of the citye General opinion, however, favored
one centrally located building, The next problem, which was not so
easlly disposed of, wss the {inding of s sultable locatlion, Alter
drawing a map of the school populétion and considering several avalle-
-able sites, the Board of Educetlon decided upon the south slde oi the
Bethany College grounds, On Janlary 5, 1928, the land was purchased
at a cost of $14,2,000, with the agreement that the board should have an
option on additional ground on the west side of the college CampUBevess

"On November 6, 1928, at the reguler electioh, bonds for 1,100,000
for a8 new high school were voted by a majority of nearly two L0 ON@sses

"e new school was completed in August, 1931, and classes convened
on September 15" .

Topeks High School's tower, with its chimes and spires, propares
the visitor for the beautiful interior, Iis gpecial rooms == Lnglicsh
room, Classical room, Tower room, model apartment, and art gallery —
ere used almost daily for social purposes, class meeblanga, and various
informel gatheringss The library, designed alter the great hall of
Hampton Court, in Englsnd, is modern in every respccl. The auditorium,
geating 2,500 persons, ronks with the finest collepe auditoriums; 1is

stage can accommodate a full symphony orchegtras <he caleteris aerves
077
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Topeka High School = Page 4

almost 1,800 persons each schéol day, and almost every week=-end is
the scene of a school danée or class pafty,

Again quoting “Sixty-wa Years of History" == "This description
of the Topeka}High School Building 1s, of course, inadequate because
of limited sﬁace ahd times One cannot fully appreciate its magnitude
and(beauty withoﬁt taking the time to visit it in‘person. Authorities
of the_school afe very happy‘to provide guldes to take visitors through
the building at any time when it 1s convenlent."

This lasﬁzparagraph was written by We Ne Van Slyck, who was
principal at the time the bullding Qas under construction and unti
194t In 1954, more than 20 &ears after its dedicstion, his words

still apply to thé present Topeka High Schooles

Lol



%a Junior Highs .

The first movemént in the organization of the junior bigh school
system in Topeka was made Septenmber, 191, under the direction of Suptes
' He B. Wilsone. AU this time, Principal C. M. Morrow of Quinecy School
was instructed to plsce the seventh, eighth, and ninth grades upon &
departmental basls.

In 1915, Sumner and Quincy Juniopr High Schools were orgenized, In
1917 Lincoln Junior High School was established, end six yeers laber, in
1923, Boswell Junlor High Schoole Oskland Junior High School made 1lts
appearance in 1927, but was replaced by Holllday Junior High School two
years latere

In 1927, Curtis Junior High Gchool was built in Forth Toreka GO
replace Quinecy Junior Hizh School, and Roosevelt Junior High School was
built to replace Sumner. In April; 1928, Cyrus K. Holliday Junlor High
School was completed to replace Osgklande

The last junior high to be built was Franklin L. Crane Junior High
School, completed in 192%. :

Seabrook Junior High Schéol wes organized in September of 1953 in
the bullding which hed been occupied by the Washburn Rural High School.
It is now known as the Arthur Capper Junior Highe

Nneh Junior high schools were first established, algebrs was taugh®
in the latter part of the elghth grade anﬁ the first half of the ninth
grade. Geometry was given to ninth grede students in the second semester
Today algebra I end II are offered in the ninth grade, with & genersl
math course as an alternative.

When the first three junior higns were organized, they offered both
French and German in the ninth grade, Today Letin 15 taught in Boswell,
Roosevelt, Crsne, and Capper junior highss French.is tauzht in Hollidasy

and Curtls, and Spanish in East Topeka

[oS.



Junior Highs = page 2 -

In the beginning, the Junior high schools had no regular classes
for physicél educatione Girls were not permitted to take the subjecte
Gradually'physical education classes were established for boys with a
part time instructor. Today for both boys and girls, paysical education
is required in the gseventh grade, and is elective in the eighth and ninth
grades.

Music is elective in all three yearss

Social studles ijnelude Citizenship in the seventh grade, American
History in the elighth, and World Geograephy in the ninthe

A minimum of eight. credits 1s required in the ninth grade, and no
more than nine are accepted to count toward graduation from Topelka High
Schools Most students make ten credits during their last year In junior
high schoole

#iHAE
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Boswell Junior Hirh School

LTy Direld i

Boswell Junior High School wes congtructed ori:inslly
in 1922 to serve as a grede schoole Hvidence of this 1s
stlll spparent on the first floor whsre the Arinking founte
aing ere very lowe A fireplace &t the end ol the larps art
room 1s a reminder that the room wes intonded for a kinder-l
garten,

The building wses [irst eslled Penwell Schoul 1n nonor of
L. Me Penwell, who ss a momber ol the fosrd hed besn mich
inierestod in school congtructione MHowever, beesuse a Lipoeds
mortusry bore hlis name, meay school psirons objeeted Go the
aimilarity, snd alter some discusslon the neme was chenged
to Boswelle The school is in the ﬁoawell.addition gnid 1a
locsted in the 1300 block on Boswells The crack in tho cerant
above the front entrence proves thst only the [lrst bell of ¥
neme wos sctually chengoede.

In 1926 Boswell becsme officislly a junior hish schoole
Pupil lockers were installeds The old kinlerzurten rova beas. s
ihe art room, end various other chenies were mede to adact tho
bullding to junlor tigh necdse

ded snd white sre the school's colors, and tas gehool's
athletic tesms == the boswell Wildocuts == hive & per-enent plaje
ing field on the old lLosweoll tract of lend, wiaich waa iven Lo
the city for educntionsl purpnaes 2y ihe esvly Lond ursat

companiate
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Canoer Junior Hish School

In 1950 the district southwest of Toreks known &s

Seobrook was added to the City of Topeks, In SOptemberg
1953, the Topeks Sosrd of Educstlon begsn the menegeanent of
the school at 19th and Hope that hed been the home of the
Weshburn Rural iigh School, 'This nsd not been possivle csriler
becsuse it took Weshburn Rursl Hdigh three yesrs to locate and
build 8 school for its encollment of rursl studcnise

~ At first toe school wea cualled Seobrook Junior iligh, bub

the following yesr the name was changed €O Aprthur Capper Jualor

* fishe Tais was in honor of Arthur Capper, Topeks publicher,

"rriend of chiliren," one time governor of Xensas, and until
e short time before his death s United Slates senatole

A large sddition ls now beiﬁg mede at Copper Junior Hizhe
The building had been erected In 1939 With the remodaling
now going on i1t will have a ccfeteris, an aﬁditovimm, masic
room, art room, lib?ary, end 23 clsss roomae An enrollument -
o6f sbout 375 1= eipected for tha school yesy beginaing ia

September, 1955, With ibe 400 now homes which ere to be bullt

. goon in the district, the Csoper Junlo?r iifra may soon rcach its

‘capaclity of 650,

#iE
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Grene Junior :iigh -chtool

Crsne Junior Hizh School, on the noriuwest cormer of deventsenti
and Tyler, wea erscted in 1929,

The bulliing wen designed %o Irunt Topeke Bouleverd, with eztensive

o
I

1

pleyground specs in front, but unt il regent vears the Uosrd hsd not
sble %o aecguire sny of the nseded land on Topeika end the aahwol hes
faced Tylor Street. At nresent all but une house In the trect doripred
hes been vurchesed by the Bosrde When this lsat proserty 1a adlilod,
Grana will oceupy the entire hall block from Topuka Co Tyier,couth of
Ssventoenthie

e bullding wes nlenncd to sccommadste L50 wuplls entering Junior
high from Folk, Van duren, wuinton ielrshts, sad Moaroe Seivpolee Cone
chtliren slsc come fron Centrasl Psrk end Luchaaen, wilch are in cptinnal
tarritory.

Orane's andztorium is exzn;9§VQly usod by verisus grnde_mcwsols
for plays ani other entertainments, Its lergs gymossium lp used vy meny
spgrnlzstions and will be one of the conters Lor Lue it y=ulds Jucilese
tion plan belng set upe The munice devsriment g sound~oresie  The liure
combined with the atudy hell, occupies sil but.onoe perlod Ln Lne day af

a8 fulletime librarisne



Curtis Junior High School

Like most of Topeka's other scnools, Curtvis Juaior wilch

wes bullt becsuse lhere had to be sowe place Lo put the ¢evere

incroaa;ngvnumper_gf_pupils.

AriTne first Juniocr high Instruction was given in Sumner and
Guiney Scaools inm 1915, and a Junlor high departaent was opened in
Lincoln in 1917.

By 1924 Qulney was so crowded that tuorees portacle odulldiars

were used to relieve the situaiione Parmancnt roeliel was, of
course, mandatory. It wes to meet this‘need that the Eosrd of
Lducstion bougnt land for a third junior hizn, seleciinx the highest
spot in North Topeks &s the site of Curtis Junior ilyle ;ue school,
completed in 1927, cost spproximsately 250,000 « nd sccorxmodates
about 500 punils,‘

Its name wasg cuosen to honor Cherles Curtis, & publicespirited

citizen of Horth Topeka, who was at that time Unlted States Senator

h

of Kgnsas and lauer became Vice=<pesident of the Unlted olates
fupila enuer Curtis Junior High from Gront, «@uincy, snd ucAinlaw
elomentary school digtrictse
The entire lower floor of “Yurtiis was da.aaged by the great 'lood
of 1951 In order to mske the bullding reedy Jor iae foll opening
of achool, men of the school maintenance de certment woriked 10 to 12
hours e day, aafen days @ week,.during the summ-re 1t oOpened on

gschedule.

Bgt A A
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Epgt Toneks Junior Hiszh Seohingd

seat Topekes Junlor Hdigh at Lipghth snd Lgke ig o besulilul
bulilding of bulf hriek.‘ It hes & tower and an luposing ealivence
lighted by two lsrge oblong lamps or "iovitstlons to lecpning,”
Ploors in the corridors aru'cf pray térrmzaa, sued the wells are
covered halfway up with tlled glazed terra cobis,

Just 1lnslde the entrsnce are two bronze plsques which read:

sast Topoks
Junier Hizh School
Federsl Emcrgeney Administretion
oi Punlic Works
Project Ho, Keonsos -« 1145

kast Topeka
Junior lish Scnool

Bogrd of «ducatlion

Jehn M, Scott JelWe e Huzhea
' %
- . N ’3 .
Fipse Uele Mekaehron tese Yulls duine
demaes A. HeVlure * Halph K, daer

Sunts 2l “choola

(1

f

As To Eboub
Cuthbert & Suehrlk Arenitccig
We W, Glover Agsocicte Archituct
Bowers & Ingruom Contrsetiory

1336
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Eaat Topeka « 2 et

Thls building, which cost almost (400,000 was recdy for use
in Jenusry, 1937 At this time Topeclts Righ School enrollment was
close to capacity, ead East Topeka was built with the thought that
it would gradually bocome a nizn school, That'is one rceason it is
80 fully equippeds Then, too, Lincoln wes overcrowded, sad & juanior
high school was needed in this areas

Last Topeka's gudlitorium will scst 600 personse It hos rheoo-
statioc controlled lights, @ stage with footlizhts end velvet cu&tnins,
and dressiag rooms,

Besides the suditorium the principslis orfice, clinie, library,
gymnaglum, industrlcl srts rooms end cight class rooms are on Liho
first floor, Jour stairways lesd to the second Tloor, wisre sro
locétéd the women teachoers® lounge, ap?Wroom, music room, home ecsnoml
depertment, and 12 more class roomse froam the principel's olllice one
cen communicate by the puvlic sddress system with sny rcom in the
building,

Lest Toveka iligh's library was used as a orenci of the city
library until 1942; after that 1t became a school librery that will
house 5,000 bookse . | A

The gyunaisum hah its own enirance and coliaspsidble bicocucirse
It can accommodate 800 spoctatorse

Up-to~-date snd sdeguate equipnent cheracterises the Industrial
arts depertment, science depariment, music room, and crt roome The
two kitchens snd the sewing room eve sopecislly complotes The
kltehens Include 1l stoves, locker azpace, and eleciric relirierator,

The sewing room hes 18 sewing mechines,

TN
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Holliday Junior HLloh School

o

Before Ockland wes ennsied to Topeka in 19206, the

.

large red brick Osklead School bullding ted noused botia
the elementary yrodes snd the Ockzlend High dchoole VYaen
the Topeka Soard of Educetlon took over, & junlor
orgenized In this bullding snd gtudents of senior hiin gchool
rank were sent to Topska fHlgh Sciioole

It was in 1928 that the Cyfus e lollilday Juniér tiiegh
wes bullt on Penssylvsnis Avenue end droen SEroote Oeitland
Juaior Hlxh teachers csme to Jdollidsy with their pupllse
Qeklsnd then bscane an ailvelamantary s¢h00le

In Mey, 1946, 8 [lre in the beaublfal i 1lliday auﬁiéarium
caused 550,000 dsmagee The building wea gu ckly repnireds

The twenty-first enniverssry of the bullilng wes celsbrated
May Sy 19494 '

Cyrua K, Hollldey Junior iligh School wies asmed ror the msn
who wos oneof those ™mine strzngers” who met vYocenbder by 108k,
and formed a company on the present slie of lopeka, Mrst
prealdent of this ecompany, €. &, Hollldeyy was over an influontia

bullder of the Yity of Topeks, Hollldey Junlor iijh lg proud to

bear hils Nemge

By Bogg a2
7] 77’]‘;;?&*
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Theodore Roosevelt Junlor High School

The Theodore Roosevelt Jumior High School, built im 1920,
was the first building in Topeka constructed solely for Junior
hizh school usese Its locsticn at Tnird end Luchsnan ls the
site of the old Wickel Plate srade gchoole

Oribinally the schocl was colled simply Roogevelt Junior
High, but in 1938 "Theodore” wss addod to indicate for which
Roosevelt the bullding had becn namod,

The school hag & cspacity of W75 pupils. FYolding doors
behind the stage inﬁ:ha auditorium gepsraete it from thie gymnssium,
which is on the ssms lavel, Spectatora at grmes sitiing in tus

auditorium can watch games played om the hiprh Ilcors

Taree classrooms were added to the school's cawacity whon 8
= p

TUOM W8S built on flor the tnduatrial artae The “wca vacated by
tals group was divided into “much ncedod clessraomie
The school was one of the first toc hsve a puvlic sdiress

systeome

35t A
oo g A
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DBranner 3chool

In 1882 & two-room frame building was erected on nine
lots on the northeaat cornmer of Trird and SBranner, and was
known es Klein School. In 1689 this was razed and replsced
by a four-room brick building, the first Branner Schools

Arter serving the district until 1911, this was torn down
and much of the material was uéed at the State Street and Mouoros
buildingse A much larger brilck building was erected on the same
asite,

By 194l this Brenner bullding was considered obsolete and
not worth remodelings ' Accordingly the pupils were sent to State,
Lafayette, Parkdale, and Linéoln; and Branner School cessed {0
existae |

After a brief period of use by the NYA, the building wes
sold to the Vincent Roofing Co. |

Branner Annex

Branner Annex, a four-room frame struoture, was ouild in
192l at Second and Madlson for Mexicaons who needed to leern
Englishs In 1942 part of the building wes sold, end part was

moved to Boswell for a library.

5,



Buchanan School

Two,roomglfor,cqlored children were made available on
Buqhanan.Streetlin 1881, end the next year the Board purciased
s building Site at Tweifth and Buchanane It was here in 1885
that & four-room bullding was erecteds When the Netional Zduca=
tion Assoc1ation held its meeting in Topeka in 1886, several school
buil@ings of tha city s Grant, Harrison, Branner, and Buchanan ==
were termed a credit to any city. o _

In 1910 the.kindergarten that had been sterted by Dr. Charles
M. Sheldon in 1893 was moved intovBuchanan‘School. It had been
taken over by the Board in 1908, ‘

Buchenan 8c¢hool was femoééled and enlarged in 1920, It then
had eight class rooms, In 1941 a2 stage was added to one of the
class rooms, enabling the room to serve both as a class room and.

an auditorium,

#itit
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Central Peark School

Central Park was erected in 1907=08 on Buchanan between 15th
and 16th Streets, replaeing‘the 515 Euclid'S§hool, It was Tirs®
occupled in the fall of 1909

The Board of Education had wished to name the school for Dre
¢noerles M., Sheldon, but he strenucusly objecteds . The neme Centrsal
Perk was suggested by Mrs. C. I Hardy,‘wife of @ bosrd member who
had besn actiVBﬂin the planning and building of the schoole

The new building had six ciasa rooms on the first floor, besldes
the principal's office and teachers? rest rooms The second {locr
- included an auditorium, four class rooms, aand a small recitstion
room. In the basement were the kindergarten, a clags roon, 38
manual training room, and a domestic science roome The school
grounds occupled an entire blocks

One of the;best featureaVBf the school was the large, welle
lighted hallae .Another wag an innovaticn in 1909 == windows on
only one side of each class room., The large paved srea in front of
the bullding gave children a-playground even on rainy deyse

So satisfactory waé the construction of Central Perk School
that there have been few chenges In ils L5 years of uses Only =
boller room has been added, snd the manual treining end domestlo
science rooms were convereted into clsas rooms when industrial arts
were taken out of the elementary schoolss

In 1923, when Boswell opened, the seventh and eizhth grades
went to Boswell Junior Highj; and Centrsl Perlk like all the other '

elementary schools now includes a kindergarten and gredes 1 o bo

#IHE
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Clay Senood

"

Citizens of the went side of Topeks la Lhe sumwer of BRI
petitionsd the Board f'or & school to serve the rapldly growing child
populstion in that area. Ia complyiay wlitn the rsquest tho dosed
purchsged ground and Titted up 4 amall schwol hiouse on the cusawsr of
Seventh and Cloy, The room wea intended Tfop 48 pupils, but 66 e¢rwrolle
ed at lta oveninge

In 1675 e tsll briek building with 2 bell tower wes cructed on
the site, thought to be sdaguste faor wony yesrse In 1377 an sdiitional
room had to e opz2neds

Tairteen yeers leter, in 1888, en adidfilonal twoestory brick wullde
ing wea orected jJust north of the firet onwe “hils wss used Ly the unres

nduge-

| Sl

gredeg, lesving the colder gchool for the prlagey classus énd the
trial art work.
In 1926, when the ©ld Clay bulldings wers raszed Lo malte roon fov

the precent achool,_th& Yeront=Taochers Gaaocialion Look steps Lo seve

‘the bell, whlch had been 30ld to 2 s5lvsje.coumpany ot 10 conts per

pounde Une ¢l tie met: ods of ralsling The 560 nesdod was on ice cicam

stand sat up on thse grounda, The bLsell, mounted on fhe covisr guane ol
& ’

the 1381 building, now stands in the sresent gcbool lswne
The present bullding, Iscing seventh Ltreet, servod (he kindergarie
and firab aix grodes, Thoe offices of the dilrecturs of Vipuel Lducstion
nd the Herd of learing Conter sre Lu the Wuilding.

o 19 3 g
fed oy
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Colleze Hill School

When College H1ll, which included Euclid School, was taken
into the city, the'rest of the district was left without a gchool
buildinge For some time a frame resldence was used. Then a four=
room brick bullding was erected on the soubbwest corner of Buclid
and Redden (now 17th end High) and was known as College Hill Schoole

| Tails sectbion of Topeka was taken into the eity for school

- purposes MNMay 26, 1925, and the building was used as an elementary
school until September, 1928«

It then served as & heal%h schoole At firat, the windows
.were kept open, the temperatureﬁwas xept at 68, and the children
. wore speocial warm sults with attsched hoodse Later, waen 1¥ was
decided thét warmer alr was & better health mesasure, the sulls were
discarded, |

After the health school was discontinued about 1939, the WPA
used the building for handeraft worke |

In 1945 the building was sold %o Charles J. Casson, contractor,

and the building was razed to make room for an sapertamsnt bulldinge

/7.



| Crestview School

: Topeka's~peweat school bnilding, Crestview, was built on
‘Twenty=-third and EQeningsidq Drive in one of Topeka's newest
: gdd;ﬁions, It was open to_the public‘fo: inspection in June,
195, and was dedicatevaovember 18,

The largé playgrounds cover a city'block. The building
;has 18 claas rooms, two kindergartens, a library, teaghers'
lounge, admihistrat;ve offices, and 8 multiple=purpose auditoriuu,.
Drainage‘frpm the_roof-islfrqm the center since the roof slants
that‘way, R T . |
Two curtains provide protection from fires« One 1n each of

the two*wzngs of the bullding can be let down to keep fire from
the other part of the building.

#it i
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Douglas School

Douglas School for colored children is one of the early
schools about which';ittle information is available. It was
built on lower Kansas Avenue in 18824 Later this building
was soldes ‘

In 1890 a buildingkéf the same‘name was erected between
. Phird and Fourth on Polks Mention ls made in a 1910‘Annual

" Report of Douglas School among other coiored schoolse

SRS,



Fuclid School

A two=room bullding surrounded by & playground of about eight
lots was built in 1886 at the south west corner of Euclid and Vest
Streets, now 17th and Lane Streetse It was known as District 22 of
the Shawnee County Schoo;s, The first classes ‘were held in the scnool
year of 1886=1887« In the southeast corner of the playgrounds, known
as the “girls' side," Was planted a grove of very small trees which
were'protected by_a "gixz wire" fence until they had grown enough to
make a good shade. | ‘ | :

| This building took the place of the outgrown stone bullding on

the country road leading to Seabrook, Auburn, or Dovere This stone
school, were 1t still standlng, would be on the northwest corner of
2lst and McVicare, It remained for many years as a landmark, gradually
falling spart. : | o |

The next yesar, 1888 the Euclid building was too small, sO a
second story wes added, giving the scnool two more class rooms with
a recitation room betweens

When District 22 was taken into ths city, the school became known
as Euclid, being nemed for the strest, Huelid Ave., (now 17th Street)
which ran slong the north side of the playgrounds, ilorse cars heading
for Washnburn Cgllege furnished entertainment for the pupils. dow
they dild enjoy skipping from tle ©o tie or trying to walk the iron ralls

At thet time Washburn was on the city's limits south of 17th Ste
and west of Bolles Avee now Washburn, Then as now southwestern Topeka
grew raplidly, and soon pert of Iuclid's pupils were sent %o nearby
schools, Lowman, Polk, Cley, Jackson, or even faraway Harrison when
those schools!' enrollment permitted.

Two more rooms were added to the Euclld pbuilding in 1901 as a west

wing making Euclid a six-roonm school,
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Wnen Buclid wes in use as a school bullding there was no mechani=
cal pencil sharpener for the children tv use, The good hearted jenltor
would s1% around before time to ring the bell waiting for the ﬁnildren
to bfing him their pencils to shasrpen, During the cold weather ne
mensged somehow to have a. pot of coffee for the teachers to add o
their cold lunchea. Often helbrought them & hot dish of food or baked
potatoes from his homes. | ‘ ;

Once esach year he would remove ali the geats and desks from the
north room on the first floor, This wes done with the permission of
the superintendenﬁlso that & psrty could be given for all the mothers
of all races, Cookles and a cool drink would be served by the sixih
grade girls. There would be standing room only. A program of short
talks wes followed by a real get-ﬁogather of wmothers from all perts of
the distriocta

Euclid's water supply came-from the well in the yard. There were
times when the well went dry or the pump did not work, At such times
the janitor carried water from the well ascross the street, The buckets
filled meny times a day were always on a ghelf in the entrance hall,

A dipper or cup chained to the sink or bucket was uged by the children,

A high tight~board fence extending from the building Yo the slley
at the west divided the playgrounds, gi%ing the boys much more 3pace
than the girls.

More than once during Euclid's lsst six yesrs the adminlstration
thought the school children would be beneflited 1f taken to see some’
exhibit or a parade welcoming some important perczon, At that time -
people walked or rode the streetcars il they wanbed to go eny placey
So the Buclid teschers walked the children to town snd then walksd Thenm

back to the school building, making a perade of their own ss they merche
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Buclid = p. 3

'Thjougb'Euclid wos almost two miles from the Avenue, no one dreamed
of chartering a street care to take the children any placeys .The
primary teachers used & plan that worked welle The children walked
in psirs joining'ﬁands on a light rope with teachers in the lead.
To keep the parade mbving propérly teacher frequently pﬁlled
'vigorously on the rope. 4n upper grade child carrying the end of
the rope brought up the rear, Teachers end pupils weré'both happy
when such mass movements of children were‘discohtinued.

‘Growth continued until 1909, At that ﬁime Central Park was ready
for use so Buelid closed her school doors for the last time at the end

of the school year 1908-1909.
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Gage TPark

Gage Park School came under the supervision of the Topeka
Board of Education in 1918, This wss locested at Eighth snd
Orlesna, and had been built in 1898 to replasce the old Sutherin
School which had stood on West 3ixth Street -= "a one-room
structure with eight windows and equipped with lightning rods,®

As the city pushed farther to the west, Gage Park School
became inadequates A new and attractive building was erecied ab
Bighth and Oakley and wag ready for occupancy by February, 1929
This hsa 1l classrooms, besides a kindergerten room, manual arts
rooms, a library, and an suditoriunm,

The old building was rezed and the materials sold,
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Grant School

In 1885 en eight-room building called Grant School was
erected in North Topeka at Topeka Avenue and Grant, Its rooms
were to be finished ss needed, The building suffered some flood
demage in 1903, An addition to Grant wes built in 191k,

In 1935 there was a plan to build a new school behind the old
Grant in order to sllow use of the sxisting school until the new one
was finished and to give ample space for playground when the old
building was cleared aways

These plans were changed, however, and the old building was
rezed dn 1937+ The kindergarten and first grade were sent to Curtis
and the other grades to Quincy after Christmas, The new site chosen
for the school was at CGrant and Eugepe.

Open house was held for The new.Grant‘building on September 30,
1938, The first floor has four class rooms, an ungreded roém, a
clinic, a manual arts room, and an guditorium, The second floor hsas
seven class rooms, & library, a health room, a glassed-1in show room,
and & household arts depaftmenf¢ In the basement are showers for
boys and girls, storage space, and a boller roome There are rest
rooms on both floorsae The lighting is efficient, and the ventilation

adequates
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Harrison School

Harrison School was Topekals first public building, Duilt on
lots nesr Sixth and Harrlson which had been set sslde fob school
purposes in 1876 (lots Nos, 194=20L inclusiva),'thaitwo-rooﬁ structure
was erected in 1865, Its title had been made over to the c¢ity, Joouary

16, 1863, by the Topcka Associationes

ot

Although it was supposed to be ample to meet the neseds of the
community, 1t apparently was more than filled before it was completeds
Rgnted and leased classrooms and buildings wWere required in other parts
df the rapldly growing city, and Haerrison was left in a sad state,.

One record, desoribing the achool building es 1t was when the
first school bosrd waas organlzed in 1867, says that the clessrooms
had never been paintéd, the plastering was broken, the walls were
begrimed with dust and soot srising from ill=construected hesllng
apparstus, the grounds were unfenced and unprovided with'outbuildiugs;
The first aotiohiof;the bosrd was to re-fit and renovate this badly
neglectad school, .

In 1868 the city voted $10,000 far‘school improvements, and yl, 000
of this was used to paint, fence, and enlarge Harrison Schools Two roor
were sddeds Murnace Ilxtures were instelled, and walks and oubbulilding:
provided, Says the record: "The building so finished was exceeded by
few in the atate," It had s cepacity of 220 puplls.

A{ that time there were 710 children in the c¢city between the sges
of 5 and 21, and about 100 on outlying districts who had to be takeﬁ
care of in the Topeka schools if they were to go to school at allaA

In 1885 1t wes necessary to replsce "the 0ld Herrison School
with a new 8-room building, This is the one with which present Topekan:
are familiar, now used‘by the Topeka Trade School., It is & lendmark

across the street from the side entrance of the First Methodlist Church.
et )27
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- In 193S,Iafter beihg in sérvice as a publio school for 73 years,
Harfison cloéed its doofs. Because of a shift of pupulatlon out from
the business district, only 175 pupils were listed for enrollments
These could be taken care of by Polk, Clay, Sumner, and Llncoln Schoolsa

From 1938 to near the close of Wbrld War II, the building was used
for atorage and for NYA work,

In 1945 the Government gave $BOO OO0.00 worth of aquipment used
by the NYA to the‘Topeka schools, and most of thls'was used in remodel-
ing and fiftiqg ﬁp Harrison Séhool buiidigg as the preéent Trade Schooly

/119.



ﬁsfayette School

. In 1903 Lafayette School was bullt on the 500 block of
Looust Streets It replaced the four-room Liberty Building on
+the southeast co#ner of Fourth and Liberty Streets when the

latter waes razeds



Lane School

Lane School is another early school of whlch there nas
‘been found only brief montion. |
h It was erected in 1882 between Curtis and Railroad
' Streeta. It 1s included in an 1890 1ist of Topeka schoolss
A 1903 report‘stafes‘that thelLane School‘building is old

and dilapidateds - "A new site and a new building are needed."



'4Langston School

In 1890 the Langston buildihg'waé‘built.on Buchanapn,Street

between Railroad and, Gordon §treets._'1t‘was for colored children,

PR |

Liberty School

Tn 1880 on the southeast corner of Fourth and Liberty, 8
four=room brick building for lower grades, was erecteds The

upper grades went to Branner. This building was razed in 1903

and was replaced by Lafayette Schools
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Lincocln School

In 1869 the Board of Education purchased nine lots on the
southeagt corner of Fifth-snd Madison aa the site of =& néw school,
to be called Lincoln Schaol. 'This lacation was considered central,
as 1t was halfway betweeﬂ the river and Tenth Street and midway
between Kansas Avenue and the Santa Fa Buildinusw

Lincoln, completed in 1871, wss intended to sccommodate the
newly organized high scbool class and the interme&iate grades
gntil a central high school building could be providede t was
more than 20 years before the high school had & building of lts
own, and in that peri&d it wes quartered three different times
at Lincolne

The new school was considered in 1871 as very modern, In
planning, special attention ;as given to ventilations, Lvery psrt
of the building was to have fresh alr without regorting to ralsing
and lowering windows, It was large, in comparison witin other gchool
facilities == 91 by T4 feet == and it had three stories besldes
attic and bagemerts

1917, however, the school that was modern 1n 1871 was enw
tirely outgrown and ouﬁmoded, A new Lincoln wag buillt, also a
three-story building. On the first floor were rooms Ior special
classes, for manual and household arts, a comblination gymnasiuﬁ
and auditorium, and three class rooms, On the second fioop werer
10 class rooms, & teachers' room, and principal's officees On the

third floor were the junior high study room, six class rooms, and

five recitation roomss
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Lincoln School - =2

.. Lincoln School was thus ‘the first schocl constructed %o
accommodate Junior high school pﬁpils“as well as grade school
| pupils, and‘ it was' used for bqth..Junioi' high and .grades until
East Tlopeka. J’uh_ior. Higl"_i' was _bﬁilt .in 1936. ‘After,' that, Lincoln
became solely an ‘al.em_ent'ary“sck;ool“_ It was also the first school

to have an ungraded roome .

Hit it
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Lowman HILl School

Lowman Hill was annexed to Topelka in 1890, On July 20, 1900,
the'Lowmaﬁ Hill School on Brooks and Eﬁnson was destroyed by Ifirees
.An*ei@ht-rcomlktructure was, erected on s new site, Eleventh and
Mulvanes 'There'ﬁere fdﬁr“rooms'fitted up with modern furniture
and provided ﬁith steamvﬁeat, city water, and scientific ventilatione

An_old freme building was moved to the old sites It was
ﬁéinted, papered with cheap paper, and one room was fitted up for
usees This buildlng was for colored chilldren but some of them had
to go to other séhoola-‘

The present bullding hes an office and four cless rooms on the
first floore The second flo;r has three class rooms and an auditorlu

and the basement has three class Iroomie



" Madison School
‘Madison School was erected in 1882 on six lots at the
‘corner of Second and Madlson. It was a brick bullding with
four rooms,  This became a colored school. WYhen it was razed
in 1910,‘the children were sent o Washington and Monroe, The
lots were then used for outside storage for the Doard of

Educsatilon,
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MeKinley School

MoXinley School was built in 1907 &t the intersectlon of
North Western and Lsurent, _ItAreplaced Lane School, also a
school for colored chilldren, whichh had stood st the junction
of the Rock Island and Uniom Pacific tracks in North Topekay
Lane was bne of the casgualiles of the 1903 flood;
After serving the colored elementary school caildren of
% North Topeka until 1951, McKinley in turn suffercd severe
\\damage from the flooding Kswe = The building was closed for a
year after the 1951 flpod, énd‘it§ oupils were transported to
Buchanan Schoolg oy ' - : :
When McKinley was reopened in September, 1952, its floors
had been relaid, the ventilation system had been overhauled
~and the boller relnsulasteds The gymnesium had & new cement

 floors The playground had been graded and new walks put ine
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Monroe School

On the i}th of Jﬁly,in 1868llots 50, 52, andVS& on Mouroe
Street:were.purchaéed for the erectionlof a school building for
colored children, It was nececssary, however, iﬁ 1369 to rent
a bullding on lot 51 Monroe St, Thé saﬁe year a house and lot
were purchased, By 187L the buildiné was unsultable for use
and was replaced by a building on Fifteenth and lonroe Streets.

The four-room brick building was remodeled in 191l. A
heating plant was installed and the basement fitted up for manual
traininge | _

In 1926 a new building of brick with 12 class rooms was
erected south of the old bullding, It is of Italian Renaissgnce
style of architecture similar to Clay Schoole There are front

and two slde entrsncese The old building was razeds

129,
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Yeekel Plate School

One school building which is now but a memory with &an
intriguing nsme was the Nickel Plate Sehool, & county school
taken into the city system in 1900, Standing about where the
Roosevelt Junlor High is located, the school was Ior many yesrs in
Distriet 83 of Shawnee Countye

According to & bit of history published In a Topeks newspaper
August 25, 1925, the school gobt its name becsuse the aristocracy of
the day had h@aﬁing gtoves trimmed with nicxel plates " John Hacbonald
was once vislting another dlstrict board and told how things went In
Diatrict 83, 'One lady on the other bosrd said, 10h, don't tell me
anything nope about District 83. The children there are all niclkel
plate.' 50 thereafter the school, with children figuratively nickel
plated and a hesting stove literally so sdorned, was the NWickel Plate
.School. .
In its leter years the bulilding stood vacandt for some time; then

wags taken apart and moved by rooms to make additions to other schools;

A former pupil at Nickel Plate School, Mra. Ruth Yidinfs banta,
wrote of the school, which she attended from the fall of 1892 to the
time she entered high school im 1900: "1 ss Panny Cooper was the

iprst prineipal and Cora Ystes had classes from lst througn Lthe Mis:
Yates left and Miss Msry Huron was elected, The same yeor Silas Fa
Weight was put in s principal, and took the lith grade into hls rOOM,
After a couple of years Mpa, Lida Brady was elected to the third room
which up to this time was used 23 a play room end to house the skele=
ton which we would uncover snd look at durlng Physiology clasaa Ther
were outside toilets, and old round bellied atoves furnished heats

An iron pump furnished drinking water, which was passed in a bucket
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Nickel Plate School _ i Page 2

from seat to seats Glasses or cups were our drinking fountainss

Mr, Stout was county superintendent, father of Rex Stout, the

bl

5/

writers Later Mr, Wright was elected county superintendents™

- HR
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Oaklahd School

When Oaklsnd was taken into the Topeka City Corporation in
March, 1926, the t wo~story red brick Osklsnd School building housed
both the elementary grades end the high school studentss With annexa=-
tion Oskland's high school age puplls went to Topeks High School, and
the Oskland School took caere of junior high students and grade school
olagsese

In 1928, when Holliday Junior High was completed, the junior high
pupils were tranzforred to the new gschool from Osakland, leaving only
the elementary grades,

Oskland School suffered a dlsastrous fire in 1947, which necessi=-
tated dividing its enrollment between Stste Street School and Holliday
Junior Highe The Osklend kindergerten end first three grodes were
acconmodated at State Street; here they used the manusl training,
domestie'scienoe, and health rooms, as these services had been dis=
continued, Hollliday tcok the three upper-gradesg |

By 1950 a fine new Qakland School had been erected on the site

of the old structure, The modernistic building faces thres streets =--
Morest, Iowg,'and Michigene It has eight classrooms besides a kinderw
garten room, two primery rooms, an office sulte, teachers? lounge,
activity rooms, and a multiple use audiioriumegyunasiume [raperics
hang at the windowse Ihree pilsnos are included in the furniihings, all
of' which are news

Principal Herbert Lundygren says of the building, "It is a

special school in beauby snd in eflficlency of facilities,"
A
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. . Parkdale School

‘Parkdale Séhoél,‘é tﬁo-storj Trame bﬁilding cf eight rooms,
wéé built on the.southwest‘cbrner of Eighth and Lake Streets'ih
1881, Its site is now included in Esstlawn Parke

| Some 20 years later,‘as the populstion had increased greatly,
its seventh and.eighth_grades‘wére transferred to‘Branner, which
had been built 1n_1899@ when Lafayette'was completod in 1903,
Parkdale was further relieved by the transfer of sixth grade pupils
to Lafayettes In 192&, the old frame building waslrazeda

Thét year the new Perkdale School was opened, & Spanish type
building located on the south side of Tenth at Lake Streeta. Directly
south of the school 1s Chéndle;‘Field, an sthletic field used fop

practice by Topeka High School.
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Polk =chool

) f Polk School, & stone Suil&ing, was built in 1880 on iwelfth
and Folk Ste It is the oldest school building still in use in
.Topeka, Inl1910 tﬁb Elaas roomﬁ and én-aséembly hall weée added-
on the weat silde.

On Septémber.B, 1951, & lightning bolt struck the towers fire
wag confllned to ihe-roof, causing damage estimated atb $1500, The
school opened as usual on Seplember 10; l?Sl. The children are
still celled in by a bell rung by hand, since the bell tower was
injured by tﬁe iightning bolts
‘ Msny weliuknown persons afe loyal aslumni of Polk Schools S0
strong ere the ﬁies with the old bullding that psbrons resent the
suggestion that & new one is nesded,

i3
L B

Miss Xetherine Gentry was principel from,IQOé to Léﬁiy

- it
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Potwin School

In the autumn of 1887 the younger children attended a private
school in a house at 337 Elmwoode Older children attended a digtrict
school on West Sixth Avenuey on the present site of the Guild lionument
Works or went to Distriet 83, standing.on'the present gite of Roosevel
Junior Highe : ‘ _
| During the summer of 1888 s third room was added to the "Nickel
Plate"‘school, as Districﬁ 83 was called. Children met at the corner.
where Stormont Hospital is located and crossed the pasture oa their
way to school, g

In June, 1888,la new separate school district (Ho. 37) for
Potwin Plesce was orgsnized. Lot No, 18 on tlmwood was the site
selected for a new school bullding. 'ﬁe Tirst floor rooms werse
finished in time for 116 i Tdien to mEreh prbudly into their new
school, March ii, 1889, The upper story was completed that summers

Ten years later, on April 17, 1899 Potwin Place became a part
of Topekas, ‘ .

In 190l four rooms were added to the schools In 1912 the bulld=
ing was remodeled and a new wing addeds The roof was made flat, and
modern lighting, heating, snd ventllating were installed. Two rooms
in the basement were fitted for manual training snd domestlic arta

In 1949 this building at First and Elmwood was razed and the new
Potwin School at Second and &lmwood was opene& February 11, 1949« 1In
the new modern bdilding are 12 classrooms, offlces, teachers'! lounge,
clinic rooms, play and sctivity rooms,‘a kitchen and an auditorium

seating [00«

=
=
Sk
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Quinton Heights School

It was in 1906 that the Quinton Heights School came under the
jurisdiction of the Topéka Board of Educétion, but the two=room
freme building st 26th snd Buchanan had been bullt In the esrly.
170784 |
| , This building wss replaced in 1813 with‘a four~roonm brick
atructurg on the_same sitow fhere were two rooms and an oflice on
the first floor, and tﬁo fooms with fclding docrs between them on
the second, The stairs leadihg to the second floor were so steep
and nerrow that tumbles were commonplaceéa

As the population spread south to this part of Topeka, Quiaton
Heights became overcrowdeds The school basement nad Lo bLe used as
'a class room, and the basemenﬁ_of a home neerby served for & classe
A pgrtable class foém was set up, elso, Children in the district
were permitted o go.to Central Park i1f they wiskbeds

Finelly in 1954 relief came when & new Quinton Helghis was
built and the old building wes sbsndonede

fhe new Quinton Heights School at 24th snd Tcpeka is as modern
as]the old school wes antiquated, The pleyground i1s lerge, and the
kindergarten is sald to be the largest in the city. In thne low,
broad building of contemporary architecture are nine clasg rooms,
library, clinic, teachers'.lounge, comblnation assembly and playroom,
and administrative offices,

As school closed for the last time in the old Quinton Heights
in the spring of 195, many former pupils, petrons, and teachers
came from far snd neer to attend "the weke"™ of the old schoole 4

progrem patterned after the television program, "inig Is Ydur Life,"

e
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Quinton Heights School . LR page 2

‘prepared by George Goebel; principal, told in a most Interesting

way the history of the building that had served the community for
more thnan 4O yecsrs,.
- The new building was open for iuspection on June 9. The formal

dedication was held NovemberAlé.

FYPYTERE
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Quiney School

Eugens, later known as North Topeka, wes annexed to Topelka
in 1867 and wes given its first school the following yesrs Tals
‘was erected at a cost of $1350 and designed to.care for L3 puplils;
its dimensions were 2l feet by LC feels |
Four years later, in 1872, what F. W. Giles 1n his  Thirty
Yesra in Topeka" terms "a fine brick house™ was erscted on the
southeast corner of Quinecy and Gordon, It was sccepbted April &,
1872, by the board "with special satisfaction,™ DBut it was only a
gpﬁter of thraevyears before an addliion was made to.the oullding
ﬁhich doubled its origihal‘capaeity. .In 1883 another addition gave
it more rooms.
By 1900 = new building w&é needed and was velng planne&. In
1903, when the great flood came, Guiney School was so badly damaged
thet it was condemned, A bond issue was necessery to replace 1lts
The seme bond election which made possible the msnusl Training
high school building also authorized a new guincy Schocle The
menusl training building was opened for ﬁs; Mey 10, 1905. Quiney
was ready o.few months earllier, | :
Junior high échool‘classes were established in Quincy in 1915
‘and continued until the bullding of Curtis Junior High in 1927,
- Since that time 1t has been an elementary schools
Quiney was hard hit for a second time by flood in 1951, and
$20,000 was granted by the Federal Emergency Rellel fund to help
pestore ite Puplls from the district were tpensported to South
Topeka schools uptil'the bullding was agein habitable, It reopened,
" January 22, 1952«
it
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Randolph School

In 1927 Randolph School was built on Randolph Ave. and Thirteentk
Ste It 1s a large brick bullding, resembling Mt. Vernon, with tall
white plllars at t he north entrances The 26 Hopa flowering crab
trees, which line the approach to the building, make a beautiful
sight when they bloom in the spring, These were donated by the
Skinner Nursery.

The land for Randolph School was purchased for $11,224400, The
construction cost $1L3, 721,00 and the equipment $11,617,00, The
school was bullt to accommodate 00 pupils but; until Southwest
School opened, 700 were attendings The present enrollment is 5824

On the'first floor are 10 classrooms, the teéchers' rest room,
a gymnasium, and the office of the principals On the second floor
are nine class rooms,_the auditorium, a kitchen end a store room,
Each floor has a closet to accommodate the custodlian's suppliesa
At present, since the enrollment has increased, the gymnasium has
beén changed into a nurse's room and a class rooms In the morning

@ kindergarten uses the auditorium,

it it
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Seabrook School

Seabrook district, which was annexed to the city of Topeka
in 1950, had one elementary school, and old two=-story brlck bulld=
ing on the south side of 19th Street at lMission,. This, of course,
became a part of the Topeka school system, with six grades and &
kindergartenas

With the nushroom growth of the city toward the southwest,
Seabrook School by 1951 was so crowded thal classges of 40 and 50
children were taught in class rooms intended for 30, A small section
of the basement was used for a class room, and children of the tnlrd
grade attended class in the basement of the Seabrook Congregational
Churchs

In the fall of 1952, Soutﬁwest_was opened and relieved Seabrook
of all pupils above the first grade, The kindergarten and first
grade children went %o Seabrook, This arrengement continued in 1953~
Slie .

‘With the completion of Crestview School in time for the fall

semester, 1954, all the chiliren were adequately provided for, and

Seabrook School was closeds

it
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Southwest School

When‘Southwest School was planned, 1t was intended for &
combination eleméhtary and junior high schools 'Howefer, beflore
ité éomblétion Seabbéok with its Washburn Rural High School was
annéxed ﬁo Tépeka. That part of the clity was growing so rabidly
that th; Board 5f Educgtion decided té change the plans and use
Southwest for an elemehtary school oniy. Washburn Rursl High was
later to become Capper Junior Hlghs ' | 1%

Southwest opened in September, 1952 It is locétéd on Arnold
at the:southwest corner of Seventeenth Streets With its 20 class=
rooms, kindergarten rooms, music room, library, visusl education
room,‘large auditorium, gymnasium, clinic, teachers' lounge, and
administrative offioes, it is cénsidered one of the most beautiful

schools 1n Topekae
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State Stireet

The original building on State and Twiss Streets was erected
in 1892, One addition waslmade'in 1907, and in 1911 four more
rooms were addede '

- Posslbly no building‘usad a8 a Topeks Scrool was ever in a
worse atate of disrepair than State Street School was in the 1930'se
The celiling of one first floor room had pulled far enough awaey from
the wall for chalk to come through from the room above, The communily
felt fully justified in asking for a building that was safe and
sanlitarye

docordingly a aquare block bounded by Division, State, Sumner,
and Po?lar was purchazsed by the board, and a commedious building
wag provided, It contains 12 regular classrooms, vesides rooms for
manual tréining, domestic scilence, a librsry, an auditorium, a play-
room, bteachers'! lounge, a clinie, snd offices, The building was
ready for the school year beginning in September, 1940« Open house
was held November 15 of that yeara -

The old building was repaired and used s a dormitory for young
men teking NYA training during the wer yearse Later 1t served as a

youth centere It has since been razed,
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Sumner School

The present Sumner School building is the lourth one built
on the present site at Fourth and Western, Records differ as to
the date the first Sumner School; oné gi§es 1875 as the year, cnother
1880, It wes a one=story brick building which burned in 1363,

Sumner was a‘SGEOQl‘for colored children until 1885, when g
two=room frame‘building.éﬁ Third and Polk was used for'qolored pupils
and Sumner .was given over to white children,

_'The school which burned was replaced by a one-stéry frame bullde
inges This had to be supplemented by classes in nearby houaws, A
Qiolent windstorm in the spring of 1898 damaged the building ©adlys

In 1901 a two=story brick building containing eight classrooms.
was completéd nesr Fourth Streets One of the first junior high
groups was started in 191l in this building, the same yesr a similer
junior high was opened ln Quincy Schoola Sumner Junlor High continue
until Roosevelt Junior High was built in 1926,

Sumner was demaged by fire in 1915 when the Scott Ice Cream
Factory next door burneds While repairs were being madec, students
attended (Ulay School, A structural defect in the schoolfs basement
caused @angerous cracks in thé walls, and in order to continue to use
 the building after it was condemned the Board had the upper story
removed, -

In 1935 a new two=story brick structure was erected at the rear
of the old building, end the old building was razeds The present
Sumner school has 10 classrooms, industrial arts rooms, a kinder=

garten room, cliniec, teachers! lounge, administrative offices, and

an suditorium with & playground beneath it
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Sumner School gz TR page 2

The present principel, Richard Harder, says, "Possibly the
most functional room in the building is the Tower Roome, This has
been used as a health center, MMsie room, and a socisl room for
P.TeAs" The home economics rooms are being used by girls of the

parochial schoola for cobking and sewing clesses. 4 basemsnt room

which has proved useful is the Scout roome

S Lt
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Ven Buren School
- The original VenﬁBuren School was a frame building with a
- capacity of 150 pupilse It had been built in 1885 at Seventeenth
and Ven Buren, | ‘

-~ In 1910 a new brick building replaced it. This faced Van
Buren at Sixteenth and had nine class roomss

The original frame building was used for several years for

- the training of colored people and was called the Wheatley Institute,
-Later 1t was sold to the contmactor, George Senne, who still usecs

it for hls business headquarterss
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Washburn (Jackson)

Washburn school house, a stone building on the north west
corner of 1l0th and Jackson, was purchased in Augzust 1871 for $15000,
It wag originally built for Washburn Collége, then known as Linceln
Colleges '

The. ground was donsted by John Ritchie, the family to have free
tultlon if they sttended Washburn.

"In 1871 the High School, opened as a part of Lincoln School,
moved to the Jackson Building but was driven bsck to Lincoln by the
cold westher, where it stayed until 1881 when the Jackson bullding
wag agsin used, In 1885 it moved back to Lincoln because Jackson was
too crowdede. - The Jackson buillding was repeired and improveds

In 1889 end for some‘yeérs following Jackson was an elemenisry
school,

In 1906 the Board of Educstion authorized a speciesl school for
boys which was maintsined at Jackaon for three and a hall years, It
was discontinued becsuse of the sale and removal of the bullding.

About 1908 Jackson building wes gold and tornd own to meke room Loz

the Memorisl Buildings

25T



Washington School

 An old building was located on l2th and Washingtons In 1904
the old Nickel Plate building was moved to Washington School at
Eleventh and Washington, and equipped for manual training. A

new‘building was erected in 1910 and was remodeled in 19264 It

is used for colored childrens
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Trends and Chéenges in the Dazlishh Seperitment
of Topeks High School Through Ffive Uecades

*

. _ (3y Nell Ansel Obrechti)

1900-1910
Superintendents
William M, Davidson---==---==1392-190i
L, D. Whittemore~======—====- -190,.«1911 i
Principals
L, D, Whittemore====m==we==-=e=al10900=190L
He Lo Miller=ememewecncwenneea-x 1904=1909

Chairman of the bkngzlish Depariment

Miss Mary Barkley

Kmphasis on formal grémmar in 7th end 3th grades
"Julius Caesar" = classic taught secoad semester of Sth grade
English I} = "Lady of the Lake" and "Icylls of the King"
English 5 = Full semester of Shakespesre's plays
Taught by Miss &dith Hoore.
.Senlor rhetoric = taught by iiiss Lsrkley
This course Included sume debates

New Emphases 1n Zducation

Ideal in &ducstion: social utility = 1904

Introduction of manusl training sad commercisl subdjects

Increase in number of departnents

Increase in number of electives

Sub jects no longer limited to collego entrance requircmeais

8henges in collegs eantrznce requirenmcenis
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1910=1920
Superintendents
Ce Co Sturpre-=ceee=eelgll-l191l>
Hy Be Wilson----==---1913=1918
Principsl
b Jo Stout==m=me===el§(g=1918
Chairman of English Department
Miss Carmie Wolfe
idict of H, Be. Wilson: All tcaching ol Tormal gromamer in
crades and high school strictly forbiladen
First junior high school « Quil ch - 1914
Introduction of teaching by types
Required cpursex ‘

English 1 Simple poetry: Vision of Sir Launfal, Evangolinc, cic

Memory work
English 2 = Franklin®s Autobiogrsphy - other prose
English 3 = Poetry: Lsdy of the Lake,‘Idylls of the 4ing
Collaterals: Classic aand modern poclry
English L » Novel: Silss llerncr, Ivenhos
Collsterals: l
English 5 = Dremas Macbeth, Merchant of Venice
Collaterals Clascgical end modern plays

English literatwe = L49 A.D. thru 16¢th ceabury

-
~

Enzglish 6 e Essay: Sir Ro.cr de Coverly papers
Macaulay s Lssay on Johngon

Collaterals: Classic and modern &ssayl
Enélish litcratupre = 17th, 18th, 19th, 20tk centurics
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1910«1920 continucd

Blectives
Class. in journalism = 1917
English 7 = Oratory and debate = Miss Wolfe
Senior year, first end seccond semesters = Short story
Two or three clcsses each scmester
Contest: 3est stories submlitted to outsidé Judges
"Seribbler® msgazine, containing best stories ol the
classes, staerted spring.l918 - Miss Hunt
"seribbler™ = printed form = liiss Kere

"Seribbler™ = Journalism departient = ¥iss Hunt

1920«1930
Superintendent
A J}. Stout--=----==-=1918=19,2 %
Principalss k

Ry Re COOKm=momeea===1918«1923

As Me Darnell--—-----l923-1928_
Chairman of the &nglish depertment = lNiss Usarmie Wolle
Crecne, last of six junior high schools, consirueted in 1929
Emphasis on wider range of collateral reoding
Four weeks of gremmar review in nglish i

Arfangemcnt: Silss Marner,grammer review, Ivanhoo

English 6 e Drop DeCoverly Pipers = Include Surke's

&

bates

Concililation. Class snd Intereclass d

G

McCook's experiment: Division of students according to abilily =
excellent, mediux, pocr
\ Each of two teachers vaught one closs 1la cach divisica
An excellent and a poor division were taucal at ho
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L920=1930 cont..ued : . .

)

same hour so that students incorrectly classificd
could be transferred,
1930=1940
Superintendent
Ao Jde Stoubmmevcawanlylbeioh?
Principal
He Wu VanSlyche—~e==1920-19}
Chalrman of “nglish Lepartment = Miess Carmie Wolfe
Substitute 19361937 « Miss urace Bixler ‘ .
Entrance into new hijgh school bullding = fsll 1931
Topeka High School first in Kansas to adopt en Ilndependend
" English cocurse of gtudy
1932 = Urganizastion of a committceo of twelve. tecachersg w
8ix from tae grades, -three Ifrom junior hizh, ithree from
senlor high <« to work out a comolete revisgion of theo
English course of study, with minimum essentisls for
each grade or semoster,
Mies Julls E, Devls, supervisor of sr:des

Miss Carmie Wolfe, Chailrman of the committoe of btrolve

19 » Hizh school = revisiocn of crinted lesflebtsn
<3
1935 = Tower Guide: course of study in book fopm = copyrizhied

By

v

Revised course of study resdy for fell 1936
a Contents of Tower Gulde

Part Iy Genersl requirements: puncbuation, srsanor,

spelling, outlining, parllismentary procedure

Part II. Reguirements for esch semositer

i
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1930-1940 cont.;.inuad ;: . . N . .

nglish 3, English 4, #&nglish 5, Baglish 6 required
Experiments in material for interest and permcacnts °
value, lost importent: opvortunity for cach student
to express his own individuality,
o ¥ Courst of study
English 3 = Poetry: Lady of the Lske, Idylls of the fing
| Collaversls: other clsssicsl and modern poetry
Some study of meter = mernory work
Written and oral themes
Lnglish L = Novei: Silss Marner, Ivanhoey Latep, Talo of Wwo
Cities in place of Ivanhoe
Structurs of the 19th Century novel,
Themes, oral and writtene ipigrams for memory work

-

Collaterals: Classic aund modern novcils

=

]

cdie:

| 8]

ot
bt |
C

English 5 = Drama: Shakespearec=5 comedies, 5 historiesz, 5 -
Macbethh for more 1ntensive study
Collaterals: <Classic and modern pley

e
ad

e

Themes, oracl znd written « gitempts at writing
drama forme. Acting short plays or scenes firom longer
playse
Construction of model stages: Greek, pro=
Shakespgarean, Shakespesran, and modern inglish
literature = History. LLO thru 16th ceatury
Enzlish 6 = Eésay: facaulay'!s Lszsey on Johnson

Burke's Conciliation discontinued

History of &nglish Litersture =« 17th, 1dth, 19th, 20th

cencturies
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1930=1940 continued 5
Collaterals: Clumasic and modern egsays

Themes in easay Lform, Use ol iood mezazine articles

for oral reporta
Memory work

Llectives for senlor yeelr

1. Debate end Oratory by wamables
2. Short Story _ 7. FPlay FProdaction
3, American Literature 8, Journslisa
L. Hhetoric and Composition s Epeech Yroinling
5, #ireedom of Reading
All senior electives exceplt Speech Trainiﬁg winich
could be teken in sophomore or Juilor yeels
Emphasis on wider rauge of resding
Lxtra subjocts = experimental : |
Speelal Engiiah - Fop students failling in structure,
Ho eredit for sassing in thought until pasasing
in structure,. ’
Discontinued in 1930
Zero Inglish - for students who failed in Eaglisgh in jualor hizh
Classes for studeats with rsading difficulties 4n Epglish
A eredit givenm but not for Lnglish 3
Tests
Uniform final exsminatlions in fnglish 3
Uniform lessons [or grammar review
fvery pupll grammsr tests - Fall 1936 and Sp?iag 1837
Spelling tosts - spelling demouns -
Vocabulary = Inglis tests = 150 words ia Baglish 5, &,
#all 1936 « Seven students above college graduate median of 129

Hagrerty Resding testsi Pall to all clagses.

Spring to snglish 3
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1930«1940 continued

Contests

Atlantic Monthly = scholarship contest in short story sad ¢

Woman's “lub = poetry, short story
Mayflower = essay '
World's air = essay
Elks = essay on “ill Rogers = Bob Icc, seccond in U.S,
©300,00 cash awsrd
Crusades = &lden Janke, 500400 cash awerd for
‘ Horse in full armor
International Busianess Machine Curporation
Alexander irench for essay: Walthem wrist watel
For the school: s&n elcectiric typewriter-
Contests beéame a problem beecoausc TOO NUMErOUS
Clubs

Local = Good ideading Club

Masque and Wig “Ylub - sll members of caste and staff,

no maticr how small the part or duly
National = Forensic Lgcagucs Debate and Uratory
Quill snd Scroll = Journaliasm

Thespisn = Uramatics

Lectures

et
e}
@

Preedom of Résding - 8 loctures by important peo

Use of the library - by librarisns, ¥iss Merle Crauford and

Miss Esther Peers
Publications = Journalism Pepartment
Seribbler = First clsss = Allefimerican rsting
fligh School World = lighest rating
(knglish Inkliings)

Ammm; /&3
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1930«1940 continued

Aetivities
Vational Book Weelk displays
Student matinee for Romeo and duliet
600 tickets sold
Collateral reading credit for reports on other desirsble play
attended |
Teachers . P
Fifteen teachers = 69 clagses taught daily:
58 in regulsr English
L in Journalism
L in spcech training
‘2 in play produciion

Teachers in regulsr English

Carmlie Wolfe ; Heryiet Tomason

Haellie Ansgel : { - Annetts Webb

Grece Bixler B i

Mory Davis Ruth Hunt - journsllionm

Mobel Pry Annabel Pringle = gpoceh trsining
Berenice Ffuller Gertrude Wheeler e Jeomsilcs

Buth Grandon
Yary lopkins
Rogella Kery
Mabel Kingsley

19401950 |
Superintendent
Dr. Kenneth McFarlande———eeeewel(llel95l
Principal
Willard N, VanSlch-T---~~-45~~lﬁzﬁulﬁag
Be Be Weaver e gubstitute « Fell 19Lb

Elected february, 1945
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1940=1950 continued

Chairman of “nglish Depariment
Miss Carmie Wolfe = £ill June 1947
Miss Mery Hopkins - from F=ll 1947

o

Course of study not materially chanpeds Same arra
ol semester matericls,

1946 - Revision end republication of Towcr Guide

¥y

Tower Guide

1948 = Revision and republication o:

Part II « Jutlines for study = more extensive

<]

lists for collszteral roading,
charscters, quotations

1950«195)
Superintehdent‘ ‘ i
Wondell Ry Godwin--==mm==eeFall 1951enm

Principal |
e Dy WeavepmmmmeccacccaaaalGll) =—-

Chairman of “ngiish Departmént
- Miss Mery lopkinse-eeeccee=lQL7 w--
Radical cheanges in course of atudy

Discontinuance of teascning by typea

Influence of communicetionas waich arc brianging i

existence a World neighborhood

rs
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1950-195) continued
Course of Study

English 3: B8hort story, lyric poetry, nonefiction proso

Lnglish L4: Long narrstive poems = Idylls of the Hinp
| Lady ol ihe Lake = optionsl

Drems - Jullus Caesap
Hovel = louse of Seven Gables (used by some teachers)
“Boglish 5: History of American literature
English 6: Types of American literature
Yodern poetry = Lssay {(articles)
Llectives
EZnglish T7: AJKhetoric
Lnglish 8: World literaturs
9 weeks = anglish literature
9 weeks = Orlentszl, Suropean, Spanish Amevican, ebc,
Other electives: Journalism, debaste, speech treining (fall), publiec
speeking (spring), play production
{(three years in
Beginning Fall 1954, four years of Lnglish required i

college entrsnce « probably rhetorle snd world

literature in senior yesr

T 5 o
Bulletin of the Kensas Associastlion of.Teschers of *nglish
| January 1954
Exzcellent article on "Current ivends in Teaching idigh Scpool Bnglish®
Also 4April 1954 number
"We Can Lead Them to Water and We Csn Make Them Drink™
"Invitetion to The Humanitiss®

"Humanities Sometiiing to Live By"
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In Topeka High School

Social Studies

During the first few years of the Topeka Public School system, the
so=-called Social Studies were confined to a rather narrow field. This,
however, was true of most school systems of that day in the United States

In 1871, when Topeka High School was being organized for a four=-
year course, the year was divided into three terms, In the first year
"United States History with emphasis on map making," and "Physical
Geography with emphasis on map making," including the tracing of imper=
tant ocean currents, constituted the program. The second year required
Ancient History in the second and third terms. The third year required
one term of Modern European History.

This progrsm was followed until 1388lL, when Ancient History was
offered for one semester in the second school year and Modern European
History for one semesters

In 1885 Topeka High School was reorganized into a three-year high
school, and General History (Myers text) was offered in the third years

In 1889 Topeka High's curriculum was agaln reorganized with six
different courses:

English=Latin

Latin-Scientific

Latin=German

English=-Scientific

German-English

German=Scientific
The first three courses required Roman History the first term of the firs
years. The other three required Constitution the first term. All require
General History (Myers text) the second semester. In the sedon year Engl.
History (Green text) and Roman History were offered. In the third year

Greek History with Mythology was required, with emphasis on Greek Art,

architecture, and literature,
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Social Studies =~ page 2

Tn 1892 when Topeka High again becsme a four-ysar school, a review

o

of Znglish and Greek History and of Psychology was required.

In 1894 General History was put back into the first and second terms
of the first year. United States History and Psychology werevrequired
in the fourth year., Maps and notebooks were kept in all social studies
COUrses,

- In 1904 the school yesr was divided into 1ts present form of two
18~week semesters, dropping the old three l2-week terms. Greek and
Roman History were offered now in the first year. Notebooks included
special reports made by the owner, comparisons of city life with that of
Athens and Sparta, pictures of outstanding buildings of Greece and Home,
and comparison of customs of the two countries.

In the second year Medieval Eﬁropean History was offered in the
first semester and Modern European the seccnd. Foster's Outline Haps
were useds =

United States History was given in the tinird end fourth jyears,
with McLaughlin's History of the Americen Nation as the text. Outside
reading, maps, and specisl reports were requireds

Students majoring in history took six terms in the department.
Paychology was required in the fourth years

This program was followed until l9lé, when a semester of Civics was
offered to upper classmen, but was not reguired. Trips were made ©o the
Legislature when 1t was in session, also the county jail, Boys? Industric
School, State Printing Plant, and various industrial plantse A semsater
of Economics was added as a senior elective. Industrial History was glve
only the one years.

In 1918 International Relations and Heoonomics were offered as senilorl

electivesa
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Sociel Studies = page 3

Other courses introduced were:
Sociology, fourth year elective, 1919-23
World History, second year elective, 1920-21, 1926-27
History of Religion, elecfive, 1926 to 1939

Current events, based on readings from the Literary Digest and
later on the American Observer, were discussed once each week.

A state law passed in 1925 required one semester of Constitution
forvgraduation.

At this time the socislized recitation was introduced into Miss
Maud Hulge's classes, and the necessary materisls were kept in her
recitation roome When the high school moved into its present bullding
in 1931, she had to give up this type of recitation because of lack of
material,.

Muzzey's American History was the text, and Robinson and Breasted
end Robinson and Beard were tex?g in Ancient and Medieval History. Four
semesters of history constituted a minor.

In 1945 an outline for Social Studies was made for the junior and
senior high schoolse A committee made up of eight junior and s enior higl
school teachers, with Miss Robena Pringle as chairman, worked out this
program, In june, 1946, a Social Studies work shop was held, with Miss
Nellie Bowmen of Tulsa, Okla., as director, and Dr., Clyde F. Kohn of
Northwestern University as special consultant in Geography. Units were
worked out for each subject with definite objectives Iin mind,

Courses as outlined in this Social Studies prosgram were:

Junior High School
Grade 7 == Citizenship=-Geography

Grade 8 = American History
Grade 9 = World Geography
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Social Studies = page L

Senior High School
Grade 10 == World History
Grade 10-11 =~ World Background (1 semester)
Grede 11-12 = American History and Government (3 semesters)
Grade 11 or 12 ~ Pgychology (1 semester)
Grade 12 - Current Problems

The first three units in Grade 7 emphasizing citizenship are typical
Unit I == Local Community == "Our Schools"®
Unit II -~ Topeka
Unit III= Ksnsas
Units IV-VII deal with the United States == Our Neightors in Letin-Americs

Our Neighbors in Canada

Though this detailed and basic outline put into effect in the fall
of 1946 is still used, & few changes have been made.

Current History has been added as a one-semester elective, with
information on local, state, national, and international affairs obtained
from daily newspapers, current periodicals, radio, television, pamphlets,
and the American Observer.

Human Reletions, a semester elective, is based on discussions with
individual experience and stu&y as a background.

International Relsations, another semester elective for sceniors, deals
with netional and international problems. A research paper is required,
based on a topic or problem of the students' selection.

J Psychology I, an elective open to juniors and seniors, stresses

ad justment to society. Psychology II studies famlly relations.

/ /0.
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Social Studies

rIg the Elementary School

By 1867 the Social Studies were given a definite program in the
Topeka grade schools, geography and history being taught as closely
relateds In the first, second, and third grades the work in geograrhy
was orale

In the first grade, stories about Topeka, its founders, the naming
of the streets, and the city boundaries were told by the teacher,

The second graders were told about Shawnee County, its divisions,
names and products; also about outstanding historical characteréo

In the third grade Shawnee County was studied the first par?® of the
year, with the help of a map, and Kansas was studied the latter half, witi
stress on the towns snd rivers of the state and something of its industri

In the fourth grade a text was used -- Monteith's Geography == with
map drawing once a week, History was introduced by the study of flags
of the different nations, Talks were given by the teacher on national
and state heroese

In the fifth grade, the Geography text was completed. State and
national coats of arms were studied in view of their meaning in the
making of the state and natione This material was givén orally by the
teacher in 15 minute talks.

The sixth grade saw the use of an Advanced Geography by Monteith end
the study of history through mythology and famous names of antiquity.

In the seventh grade Goodrich's History of the United States was’
begun., Oral instruction was given by the teacher on the forms of
government, and on poets, painters, and musiclanse

In the eighth grade the history text was completed, and map drawing
was done from memory. Oral reports were gziven DYy pupils on inventors,

discoverers, and reformers. A quarter hour or oral instruction wss given

deily on current topicss
A7
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Socisl Studies == Grsdes - nage 2

This general program wss followed until after the turn of the
century. Textbooks were changed at intervals, however.

Exsminations were given on gll subjects covered in the seventh
end eighth grades st the close of the student's grade school work, The
questions were made out in the superintendent's office by a committee
chosen from the Bosrd of Educetion and were teken by all efghth greade
pupils at the ssme time, Entrance into Topeks High School depended upon
a passsing grede, although in some cases thse pupil might enter conditionsal

A typical exsmination in Physical Geography follows:
State the subjects discussed in Physlcsl Geogrephy.
Whet are the evidence and results of the internal heat of the earth,
Dafine relief forms, Classify and describe each,
Explain the formation and movement of the tides
What continent has the greetest extent of coact li“u in proporticn
to its area? What has this had on its inhabitants?
Describe the generel circulction of the stmosphere,
Descrioh the structure sni drajinage of Africse,
. Lncate the zones of vegetstion, nsmin& plants peculisr %o esch zone,
9, Neme and locate the rsces of men and give fthe chesrecteristics of each.,
10, Describe the physical charscteristics of Kansas

©

W DD
-

D3 O
-

The years 1913 to 1918 saw many changes in grade school progrsms.

State outlines were used for teaching geogrsphy. Local geczrephy was
L

stressed in the lower grsdes, with study of building msteriels, food,
clothing, reilroasds, farming, flour mills, deirys, blacksmith shops, and
greenhouses, Material was used for stories and tled in with lenguege
worlkk, Nobel Prentiss' History of Ksnsas was used for several years for
reading material in the seventh grede, and Foster's History of the United
Stetes was the text in both seventh and eighth grades,

Shortly after Mp. A, J. Stout became superintendent, he appointed
a committée, mede up of two teachers chosen from each grade and two
from Topeka High School, to work out & Social Studies prosram for the

elementery schools. Miss Maud Hulse andi Miss Maude Bishop were co-chair-

men of the group.
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Social Studies == Grades = page 3

The committee met every Friday immediately after school and
worked until 9 o'clocke Their dinner was furnished by the Board of
Education and brought to them in the Board room where they worked.

A two=-months?'! study on the history program resulted in a plan
based on the unit system. It began in the first grade with a study of
the home, care of clothing, and child piay.

- The second graders studied the Indians, The children made little
Indian huts, and learned to locate the different Indian tribes on a
large mape The'third.grade studied Topeka and Shawnee County, and
national heroes. Transportation was the theme in the fourth grade;
industries in the fifthe. The\sixth grade had a text, "The Story of
Europe," designed to give a European background for the study of United
State history., The seventh and eighth grades studied United States
nistorye.

With the forming of junior ﬁigh schools, the work of the seventh
and eighth grades moved up into the junior highs.

The present progrsem was set up'in 1943-1946, Its "themes™ are the
controlling guides for the program:

l. Democracy

2. The Increasing Interdependence of People

3. The Tendency of People to Adapt” to Their Environment
Lo Man's Tendency to Move from Place to Place in Quest

of Higher Standards of Livinag

"Living and Working Together" is studied through the six years:
Grade 1 == At School

Grade 2 == In our community

Grade 3 == In other communities

Grade lj == At home and in other lands
Grade 5 -=- In the United States

Grade 6 -= In a changing world

Junior high school social studies stress citizenship., Grade 7
is built on Citizenship Geography. Grade 8 traces "The Pageant of

America" from the discovery and exploratory period to the United States
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Socliasl Studies == Grades = page L

of today, World Geography, studied in the ninth grade stresses human
geography based on the understanding of physical geographye It includes
units on the following:

The Years Ahead of Us

How Man Portrays the Zarth

Our Political World

The Human Habitat

The Mediterranean World and the Near East
Northwestern and Central Europe

The Soviet Union

A special unit for this final year in junior high school includes:
The Far East

The American (review)
My Relationship to Government

L i
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Languages in the Topeka High School 1

Since the beginning of a Topeka High School languages have been
a popular course in the curriculum. History shows that in the year
187, Latin was & requirement of the high school course and German,
Trench and Greek, optional.

With no exception Latin has always been in the course of study
‘and at the present time, 1954, there are five classes in the senior
high school and six in the junior high schoolss

Greek was taught at two different periods, petween 1887 and 1893

and agasin between 1897 and 19lle

Germen was the first of the madern languages taught in the high
schoole Between the years 1889 and 1893, 1895 and 1919 it was included
in the curriculum, At the time of the first World War when the feeling
against Germany was strong it was dropped from the course of study and
not included again until 1931le Since then it has been taught continuou
until the present time when itihas been replaced by French and Spanishs

French was first offered to high school s tudents in 1905, It was
discontinued in 191l, again included 1n the course of study in 1917 and
has been continuously offered since then, At the present time there
are four classeSe

As the relations between the United States and the Letin Americans
to the south became closer, there was a call for the study of Spanishsg
Consequently this was included in the high school course of study in
1917 and at the present time, 1654, there are six classes in Spanishs

Two years of Fpench, three yesrs of Spanish and three years of
Latin are offeredes

Since the present high school buildihg was opened{ language
activities have been held in the Clessical Room, inﬁbhé language wing

of the second floor. This room, decorated with friezes and statuary
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from the old high school, was planned by Miss Laura L. Ewing, Latin
teacher and dean of zirls., Miss Ewihgfs services in the school
covered 45 yeers, from 1892 until her retirement in 1938, The
Classical Room has been dedicated to her, and a plague on the door
bearg her name,

In the early years much attention was given to reading and to
information about Latin American countriese. Students took pride in
seeing how many Spanish novels, plays, and essays they could read, for
comprehension, outside of classs Magazines from Aprgentina, Mexico, and
Chile were read. Later, this had to be neglected to give more time ILor
conversation. Decause of army needs, more and more time was given to
conversations

TIn order to increase interest in language, Latin and Spanish
clagsses several times published smell newspapersa

On the last school day before the Christmas vacations, all the
language classés meet 1n the Classical Room each hour in the day to
sing Christmes carols in each languages

On Penamerican Day, April 1l, the Spanish students wmeebt in the
Glassical Room each hour in the daye The flegs of the 21 Latin Americt
countries are displayed and the netional anthems of several are played
by members of the Topeka High band. The program continues with group
singing, special music, gemes and skites

In the years when there was an activity period during the day,
language clubs were held, either 1n the individual rooms ©r in thé
Clessical Room. When the activity period was given up, the club

activities were given in the regular class hourss

LY.
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In the early years the Latin and Spanish classes had separate
banquets in the school cafeteria each spring., Later, all the language
.students had a ianguage dinner together, in which there was group sing=-
ing, and in each language gpecial music; dances and skits. The art,
music and stagecraft departments cooperated with the language department
in making these the highlight of the years. During the wer the dinners
were given up, but have been resumed in the last few yearsa

“Tn 1954 Mrs. Helen Sutherin, Latin teacher, was made supervisor of

foreign language for the school systeme

#id
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MATHEMATICS IN THE TOPEKA SCHOOLS

From the foundingﬁof Topeks in 1854 good elementary schools have
been maintained. These schools offered eight years of arithmetice
Sueh famous text books as Ray's, Hagar's and White's and their modern
adaptions have provided courses to fit the needs of the various years
down to the present time, 195l

In 1871 the four~-year high school was establisheds Algebra,
plané geometry, trigonometiry and surveylng made mathematics san lmpor-
tant part of the twelve-year schooling of the Topeks Schoolse

Verious changes have been made through the years. All-have
stréngthened the mathematics prﬁgremo The eight yesrs of apithmevic
in the elementary schools have been maintained. In the high school
surveying hes been dropped. Solid geometry, a year of advanced slgebra,
a term of advenced mathematics (a study of specilal topics), & year of
busiﬁess arithmetic and a basic .course in general mathematics have been

added to the curriculume

®

Up to 1917 all students graduated from the high school were requir
to have credits in algebra 1 & 2, plane geometry 1 & 2 and solid geometr
These requirements have been modified until now, in 1954, only one year
of algebrs or one year of general methematics 1s required. Although the
requirements have been lessened the study of mathematics still holds an
important place 1n the student progrsm. Wilth our world becoming wore
technical and medhanical in its interests a decided effort 1s constantly
being made to make the study of mathematlcs provide training in exagt
and effective thinking and also in an appreclation ol the constructed

world in which we live.

) 7E.
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Mathematics Page 2

To summerize: the Topeka School System through its elementary
and high schools offers to its students in mathematics the following
program:
years of arithmetic
year of genersl mathematics
years of algebra
year of plane geometry
term of solid geometry
term of trigonemetry

term of advanced methematics

S T = I e

year of commercial arithmetic

27T,
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Qmic in Topeka Schrols

"Vocal music s a study should have s pisce in every school, ILvery
American child should'be taught to sing,"

This statement, made by John A. Benfield, superintendsnt of Topcks
schools from 1869 to 1871, voiced a pPrinciple upon which Topelka's welle
organized music system has been built in thg Intervening jears. ind nob
only are all children taught to sing, but all who so desire arc tought to
play musical instruments end all are helped to appreciate music,

Vocsl music as a subject in the curriculgm was introduced in 187L,
It was given a period dsily in the elementory grades, The high school had
cnapel singing end sometimes speclal Instirruction for special occasions, but
no regular music teacher was employed until 1910 when Miss Bereniée Jaller
Jolned the high school Taculty as & music instructor for clsases and gloe

club work,

In the HElomentary Schools
Eerly records show that public school misic, even in the primary grode
hed for its objectives "voice culture, sight singing, end mentel discipvline
In the superintendent's report of 1887 a hint tast pupils did not altogethe:
enjoy the music period is found: ‘
"no one should be excused by the teacher from singing,
except temporarily, All other cases must be relerred to the
principals None should bs excused fron the study of the
principles of music,™
By 1910, however, a decided chsnge in the purpose of school music
was evident, The "mentsl discipline” note was no longer accentcds The
objectives as stated in ﬁhe Annual Report of 191l were not only to teach
the technique of singing but to "ereate in the children a desire to sing
and @ love for good music,"

A music supervisor, H, W, Jones, had been appointed in 1899, and it wes

JES.
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ne who first organized the music courae throughout the schosl systeme
e was succeeded in 1904 by Missz MNlldred Hazelripg (190L=1510) wiw
esteblished an ouitiine for musle that was followed Tor many yealse

e,

Superintendent L, Dy Whittemore in hig report of 1910 commented: The

public schools cea never producse finished musicianse 4 pericd of on

hour & week 1z much too short to teach s great arte BHutl if the scunools

£

have glven the child a love and an sppreclation of what ia good and
beautiful in music they have done their oart,”

Raythmic gemes were introduced in the first four gredes in Sepleombeld
1915, The samg yesr victrolss witn sultable records were purchased to
help develop ﬁusicai sppreclation and eid in teaching vprade snd folk
work, Two schools mede payments on pianos and one gchool {inished paye
ing for onae, Perenteteacher groups became intercsted in providing
victrolaae L

At each regulsr grade meeting, methods and material for muslc teschw
ing were presented by the gupervisor, Molk games, folk songs, 1liustrati
vietrola recorda, stories of the lives of great musiciens, asnd outllines
for pageants, fetes and music astudy were fFhrele

In 1920 all departments of music -~ high school, junlor nigh, and
elementery gredes -- were combined under -a gonersal supa%viaor, iles Grece

Vv, Wilson, Migs Wilson vas sassisted by Mlss Imogene surnetis and iles
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Katherine Sentz, who supervised in the elementary and ju
In 1928 a .third sasistant, Hisez Violet Schlegel (now lirs, Joe Lambar#o)
was added end served until 1943, Mias Wilson resigned in 1926 to take
a similar position 1n Wichita, asnd was gucceeded by David T.Lawson. He
gerved until 1942, whan C. J» Meice took over the work aad ncs convinued

to the present,
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In the cless rooms music has for the most part been taught by
the reguler classroom teacher, slthough some departmental work was
carried on in the intermedilate gradese

In 19&3 a new plen was inaugurated, whereby spcclal teachers In

music, as well as in physical education and art, were to instruct all

4]

a

[ ]

classes in their subject down to the second grade, This was begw
sn initial step in five schools, with the thought that it would be
expanded to include all grede schoolse

However, before the plan had been carried through the system, a
national trend was making itself felt == the adoption of the Ngellw
containéd“ classroom, in walch the regular teacher teaches all subjectsy
In “he late "40's Topeka followed this trend, and today the sellw
contained type of organization is found in moat roomse

Clagsroom teschers sre zuided and sssisted in muasic teaching oy the

two consultants in elementsry misilc, Miss Sentz and Mrs., Leo iines. Mis

Imogene Burnette, a consultant for meny yeors, retired in 1954

Music always has had an important place in the life of Topcka's
school children and their parents, FPuulic performances have drawn
enthusiastic sudiences, In the Msy Festival of 1909 en evening progrem
was given by 700 cnildren of the seventh and eighth graéos. In 1922 the
entire elementery school population and consequently, tho city wos
exclted over a Music Memory contest. The daily papers carricd gstories
about the composers and their work, and cihildron of iﬁtermediato grcdes
became familier with LO compositions of such composcers &s Griog,
Beethoven, Rossini, and Schuberte.

Ingtrumental music in the grades was begun in 1938, when instrument
classes were introduced at the noon hour or an experimental basis by

Devid T. Lewson in Rendolph School and by Loward Morrison in Gage, .

/E7
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Sumner, and Potwine Junior hlgh instrumental clsgses also were at
extramcurriculsre In 1942, wihen Y, J,MeKee became director of music in
A
the schools, instrumental classes became a pert of the curriculum Iyom
the fourth grsade one HMlsaz M, Lucelia Herris was the tuachole
Miszs Harris! work expanded {rom ons schicol to enother until in 1947,

when instrumentel clssses were introdueed 1lnto the four cclored schools,

she was supervising the work of 21 schools. oaburdsy morning classes

7

in wind, perecussion, and atring ingtruments nave been nsld in the high
school, A fee of $3 is cherged and any 2ge atudent may enrolle

In 1949, thsvteaching 1oad of Migs iirris was mede even HoTo gifagctiv
by the addition of another lnstructor of el ementory school inmstrumentsl
music; first Mrs. Sem Srick, Then Migs Betty Lou vellza

Since 1946 & threee-psrt anmusl gpring coIncert has been given sy the
children == Seginning strings, beginning band, ani the advancod orcucgira,
In April, 1954, 425 pupils participatcd, peprosanted the 23 elemenins?y
schools, | '

In 1924 eclass piano lecssons were introduced into the schoola,
taught by privste teachers and publiec school teschers. For n fee of u2
a e¢hild might have eight clsss lessons in a group of eight puplls, This
arrangement continued until 194Le

From 1936 to 1945 children weve glven opportunity to stiend metlnees
of the Kansss “ity Fhilhsrmonic Orchestira. Thege concerts, ususlly foud
each sesson, were sponsored by the Junior League, Topeks Bosrd of Educaw
tion, and the Topeks Symphony Sceletye ODelections to e nloyed were
studied in the classroom before each concerts

At present the.OV&?~$11 music program in the schools 1z plenned for
g;l.children and offers opportunitics 1In the five phases of muslies vocal
expression, raytumic expressicn, crcative exprension, listening, &nd

pending musice 10 trles to give each child at 1east one phasze of music

228,
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in which he succecds and finds enjoynente

‘ Individual elementary schools provide musle for conventions, and
for redio, civic club, and television programs, The most widsely used
mugic performance 1s the building program or for the Parent-icacher
Association;.‘ Usuelly these prograoms are correlated with the social

studles, language arts, and payslcal educztion PO SMe
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In Toneka Himh School

(From "Cixty-Two Years of History in mTopeka Bigh School)

"musie hes not always held the importsnt plsce in the 1ife ol
Topeka High School that it holds today, Before 1915, slithough there
were glee clubs and orchestiras, they were not long under the direction
of &any one person end thers were no reszulsr nuslc classos. Tor a time,
in opder to eraabte an lnterest in music, & student from Washburn college
or elgewhere led the school in an hour of singing three timez a weeke
sven the coast of music was prohibitive, however, 30 the plan wsg notl
gaspscially successful,

A music class was first formed in 191l, when Migs Aura oy padford, a
teacher of music and expression, was given charge of & chorus classe iRk
1915 Sherrill B. Smith took over the music work and direction of the
orchestra, |

In 1916 Miss Minerva Hall succeeded lr. Smith, and now for the first
tima Topeka Hig@ School had & full time music ingtructoPecss IU was
during Miss Hall's vhree years here that the muasicsl organizetions were
firmly established,

Miss Grace V. Wilason, 1919-1928, had long period of gervice ia the

department.... During these nine yeers, the nmusic devertment presentad

0w

six operasttaa, two Christmas cantatss, four sypring concerts,

for meny conventions snd commencenanta, Twenty-elphl cups were wWoh in
group singling in the ﬁﬁporia Stote conteosts, &g woll as mMumerovs golosizte
cupse In 1923 the musioc department took [irst place in the state contest
for the third consecutive timé, thus winning permanently the big cup

which had been elresdy in its poussession for TWO jetlde

F

nmhe Orchestra--first orgsnlzed 1in 18833 reorganized in 1890, ias
11ved slmoat continuouszly since then, gxcepting from 1099=1505, las

glevwd at- receptions, benquets, tournaments, comnencement @X: .rcises, and
heatiricalse .
-=Reprinted from "Horty Years of History in the Topeks digh Schoole”

s go.
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"A history of the Topeka Hizh Scheool orchestra would be the record
of determined effort by students who insisted upon naving an orcaesira,
There was no money for music, and e1ll thaot was used was bougnt by the
players, In 1909 Miss Odes Ssmuels, a student of the cless of 19509,
organized a grour of musicians into an orchestra.... Shortly afler hoer
gradustion passed to the leadership of her brother, Lee, In Juane 1911,

"At this time, a library of music was started with money sccured
by proceoeds from entertalnmentse...e.

»”From 1911 to 1913 there was no one to direct tine msie, but ia the
fall of 1913 Prof, Carleton Wood, a violin instructor, wos employed by
the board of educstion to lead the orchestraa. ir, Wood 15 ycars belore
had directed the school orchnestraces.

"It was the next year, 1915, that the orchestra of the sclhool was
first put 1n charge of & member of the high school fasculty. Cherrill
Be Smith was the instructor,"

Topeka ‘High School's first band instructor, Raymound Conrett, was
employed in 1926, Sweaters and caps were first provided for bend uniforms

in 1927,

/9L
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In Junior Hishs end Topeks Hish School

The music depertment of Topeke high School was foritunste in not
only surviving the yesrs of World War II, but in sctually showing o
healtay growth in siZe and scope'of getivities, With the temptstlions of
jobs in war industries, teachers who remsined on the teschims stafl did
8o truly because they were baslcally interssted in teaching. Thus gn
excellent standard of teaching was preserveds

Pupils éeemed to turn to music ass a meens of expression and rcicasd.
fronm atrass.v Through thelr muglcal unitﬂs‘thay mede an excellent
contribution to the war e¢florta in thelr community.

The annusl "operetta”™ or musical show has become the highe-lizht of

the school year and is eagerly anticipetoed by both puplls eud townsiovll,
This gnanual production has been attended oy &8 many as 5,000 perscns in
one Se880N, |

All organizations are strlictly limlited to the student bodles ol thelr
respective schoolss that 1s, no ninth grade pupil participstes io the high
school units, bubl rather must participate in the muasicsl orgenizetions of
his own jJjunior high schoole

The junior high schools have adopted a poliecy which precents an alle
junlor-niph music festival every other yesr, The last wes proseated 1o
the school yoar 1953-54 at the Junicipal Auditcrium. On alternste years,
esch school presents an operetbta or musical production plsnned specificall;
for the community which 1t serves,

In the system now in operstlon, one music teecher servis in cach
junior high school or both instrumentsl snd voeal inatruction with the

e ception of two bulldings where overflow classes have necessitated the

sppointment of sdditional instructor perlods,

Bt

Every effort 1s belng mede to meke each puilding independent 1in the

matter of equipment end adequate musicasl library., The hizh school and

/7?2,
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junior hign school libraries probably represent, es & whole, ong of it
finest music librsries in the entire ares, Good storage facilitiss ar
available, and the varlous inastructors have contributed to the gsrowti
of its meny fine selections.

Other motivating activitics include appesrances at state and dist
music festivsels, athletic contests, pérades and occasions ol civic
interest, civic clubs,.cnurch activities, radio and telev.zlon pro;ram

and sponsored trips to nelghboring citles for musical evenise

Particinstlion

Elementsry Schools: All pupils participeste in music sctivities,

Junior Higzh Schools: All music tlasses ere elective,

Orchestra 131
Bsnd g %
Chorus 163

- VDS

Total junior high school earollment 2L7L
Music participation percentags 43 plus

Senior Hizh School: All music classes sre elective,

Orchestra 50
Band SR ¥ A
, Chorus 293
} | Ensembles 22
oed
Total hizh school enrollment 1702
Musle paerticipetion percentage 31 minus

The figures listed above &re figured on & basis ol
class periods, The ensembles represent duplicsiion of personnelj thav
is, the same pupils also take psrt in orcaestrs, band, or ChlorusSe In
some few 'instances, puplls may also te in bend and caorus, orchestra.
and vand, etce Considered in this wey, the percentejes gquotecd. above
would be & little lower,

In Junior snd Senior iigh Schools, all muslc classes are elective

L23.
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meet on & ,regular cless schedule baais, and sre credited in the sans
menner as sny other aubject, Eot more than 10 music credits may Do
allowed in the 38 required for grasdustlon,

Class lessona for instrumsnis of ﬁh& crcheastrs end band are sveile
ble on Ssturday mornings &t the nominaf}fee of 8 lessons [or ;3.,00,
These classes sre instructed by privata\teﬁchers of the gommunity.
- In the gummer during June snd July,iclsasvlesscns nave been mads
svailsble to pupils of the elementary and junlor high schools on Tues ’aya
and Thursdays, Frivate teachers have Leen secured to hendle this work
and have been pald by the Board of Lducation, Participstion in tbias
progrsm usually averages about 175,

In addition to the ususl band, orchesira, glee elubs, and chorused,

ry
e
(a3

the dally schedule now includes the Madrigal Siagers, a grot
A=) -

{

B G

clected instiru=

(<]
€

_gelected volces; the Dance Bsnd EZnsemble, & group of 16

L5

mentalits chosen for thelr interest and sbility in this fleld; and the

String Bnsemble, a grouy selected on the basis of ablliyy and interest
in thia aspect of muslice

The [following statements sound the philosphy of the music education
programs

That what music e¢sn do for the child.is much more ilmporisnt
than what the chlld can do with music,

That perfection 1s not the soal, but e planned periormence
demanding the psrticipant's best 1a signillcant.

That no progrem just happens; that someone conscicusly
needs to plan for each boy and girl to rind himsell or herscll
through musical experienco,

That 8 successiul music tescher must first be a succerslul
tescher of childrens

Thot any art posseagsd nﬂ the moving nowur of "The
Spengled Benner" or "The 0ld Auzred Cross” i & Lit
study end reflinement in the ¢lasar oo,

yé‘
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Development ’i{ome Leonomics im ’I'opeka“uools

L
(By—reltenTHudsent

A rather casusl statement in the 1870 snnusl report of John A,
Benfield, clerk of the board and slso superintendent of the Topelza
puolic schools, might be taken ss the local beginuings of home cconoii=
1"

ics, This stastement was that second grade children were to hsve "oral

instruction in srticles of food snd clothing," end 1t was the only
reference in the school curriculum until e2bout 1902 to any consideration
being given to education for better home livinge

Then just before the opening of school in éeptcmbor, 1902, the ooard
of Education approved a course in msnuasl trusining snd equippcd a room in
tie Pranner schoole Miss Princie McArthur was sppointed instructor,
From then on, equiﬁment and specislly trsined teachers were added té otner
elementary bulldings until by 1910 sll elementary pupils were rccciving
instruction in the manusl artss For girls thils inciuded instruction In
nand sewing in grades S5A, 7B, 83, and 8A. All sewing matericls were
furnished by the Bourd of Zducation and were supplied through the Clerk
of the Board, Mr. M. C. Holman, ,

The purpose stated Tor giving this work to elementary pupils wsss

"o give facility of hend, to furnish s velugble form of mental cullure

-

not surpassed by the so=cclled intellectual subjects, and to dovelop .
capacity for'sustained effort from early experienco in coordinefed physe
fical snd mental trsining.” (Sust. L, D. Waitemore in nis 1910 rcpori).
Sewlng courses were introduced into the high school in 1505 and
cooking in 1907 The emphasis in seowing was on drartting ani deslonlayg
patterns, sdapting tissue patierns, meking cotton undergarments, a sikir
dress, and woolen skirt., Also, were taught the meking of wire and Duckren
hat frames~and trimming hets, as well ag "making over" hats, In cooldng,

)
the "emphasis 1s plsced on a study of food velucs snd thelr relstica U0

/75,
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body needs; economy of time,‘money; and labor, a3 woll as a study of
good reclpes,"

Mr,-J, E, McBride was supervisor pf gll the manual training work
for both boys and girls in the public achéols from 190l to 1909, Irom

1909 throuzgh 1913 Mr, Albert H, Winter was the superviscrs Le was

(4]
i

- followed by Mr, Philip s, Hasty, who became supervisor in 191h‘snd s
_up'a new curriculum giving to elemcntary zirls, sewing in the 5S5th rrade,
cooking In the 6th and Bth gradese - Sewing mechines were {irst¢ placed
in the elementsry sewlng rooms under lir, Hastyis plan in 19ily, {reviousw
ly e1l1l sewing had been hand work largely centercd in leerning a variely
of stitches and certain sewing processes as various seams, paicics, etce
This greatly 1increased interest, and cven the little girls in the 5th
grade became adept in the use of the sewi ing machine,

Following Mr, Hasty, Mr. LB, J, Buckles was the sunervisor of =zll
manual treining subjects in the schools, He introduced a loom for the

-

teachers of dewing to practlice weaving, meking materlsls for class

b
FJ

(&)
<

weeving demonstration, While Mr; Buckles was supervisor, in a
grades, the girls made their.own white cotton graduat;un drcsses, by
hand, usihg the same universal style pattern.and all cut from cloth
bought by thé bolt by the instructors end resold in dress len~ihs to the
girls in the classe

As not 21l elementary school buildiaps were ecuipncd for monuol
training work, some puplls went irom their own building to obher scaocol
buildings once a.week for Instruction in sewing and cooking,

tilss

Following Mr, Buckles in 1922, for the first time a women,
in

p

Bella Nelson, wss made supervisor of the girls' elementery prosre
sewing and cooking, !Miss Nelson immedlately pdegan a comolete rcorsonizaw
tion of the curriculum to develop a broader concept of this field in s

girl's educations The titles sewing and cooking were changed to Domestic

/9.
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Art end Domestie Sclence, Skills still were siressed, but smwiué Goinies
&8 &an enﬁ-preduct.eliminateﬁ‘ Utilitarisn articles were introducssd Iin
Domestic Art clagaeg, @s: laundery bags, towsls, pot hnolders, sad epronsg,
for the girls? own use, During World War I practicelly all worg Qone
in the elementery and high school Domeatic Art classes was fov the uded
Crossy Subure pillows £illed with snippin.s of old cleecn msieriala,
layettes, pleced wool comforts, kaitted squasres of yern sei into aljnsus,
etc.,, were made, Domsstic Scilence was centered in good preparation of
foods and learning of recipca,

In 1926 Miss Merl Gann followed Miss Welson as aupervisor of the
grade and junior high Domestic Art and Domestic Science currigulum and
teschers, The high school classes in the#e two subjects were not under

a supervisor other than the high school principel,

'‘Miss Gann was followed in the fall of 1920 by ifiss 4oe O'Leary

b

§~

ie 8

)

le

®
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]
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e

(loter Mrs. Zoe Duan), who wes in turn Tollowed by if
Woodworth, who became supervisor of both high school and elomentary
courses in Domestic Art and Domestlc Sclence,

In 1929 & course called "domecraft for Boys" was added to the houc

economics program in the high gchooles This was & c¢leas always filled to

capacity end taught by Miss Katherine Tucker, but lts discontinuenca Was

£y

forced by a leck of teaching space and of teacher hours ©o corey it one

So any elective clasases for boys had to be dropped In the ¢

y
i

partacnts
In 1942 Miss Ketherine Tucker was made supervisor, snd a conulete
reviéion of high school, elementary, aad junlor hijh curriculum was
begun with the cooperaltion of the taachérs ia the {ields An imtag;étu&
homemaxking progesm was gat up including units In clothing, Lfoods, soclal
living, howe nursing, home living, cilld care and development, hoenlily

family finance, home mensgoment and decoration, assthetic aporecialtions,

etce _ /?7



- .
® . ‘ <

Home Economlces became the new title for this curriculum and nsw

aims and purposes were set up by those working on the coursess: "o
present aims are to meet:the preseat needs and interests of :ziris, c¢s
well as to prepare thqm for future homemsking and to give wide expee=
riences through a curriculum that is pupil centered and family ccatered
rather than subject matter centereds It is a problem solviang curriculum
taking a large number of gubject matter arecs coucernod with daily 1livins
andu;ntegratingfthem'into experiences comparable to home living."

In 1944 8ll manual trailning was removed from the curriculum for
elementéry grades, and home economics in the jJuanior high schools crnd
senior high school wes éivon a new impetus for development, Laphacis

was changed from lesrning to tasks asnd skills of housekseping to tasz

[V

development of skills, attitudes, and appreciaticans for successiul Loac=
makings, The total problem of family meals instead of rocipe preparation
becime the aim in a unlt of food "study, end the fact of many carly
merrlages, oven during hign school years, led to a unit on mcal planning
based on the needs [{or two persons éf very limited income, Thig is
placed in the junior yeur currliculum of the present linme, .

At present, in 1954, s1l classes in Howe Economics are clective and
class instruction 1s given once & week to perochisl school classes of
grades 7 and 8. These pupils come to the public school houwe economics
rooms for 1nsﬁruction. A total of all girls cnroll in the departacnt
of home economics in the Topeka schools in September, 195L ﬁas 1638,

Equipment has changed grestly through the yeaors with elcciric scwe
ing machines, electriolfreezers, electric dryers aad other lauvndry

equipment, and introducing modern home e ulpneut centered in family

unit errangements.

/€.



o e e

whim

incresse in vocatlions open to girls who are graduate home economic
majors has added interest to a choice of study in this field, So.e of
these vocetions are: tesching, intericr decorating, textile socelelists,
home economics, Journalists, dietitisnz, radic and T.V. prosroaming,

2

institutional food management, specialists with business Lfirmsz and
corporations, etce |

The trend st present is to consider femily liie educstion as a pard
of general educstion for all young people rather than 2s & special Sube
Ject smet asids for girlé or for puplils with a low I&e

In 1954 the number of teschersz in the total public school hons
economicas progrew is 11l in the junicr highs, 6 in the scnior high, &nd
12 1In the night schoole
‘ Among the teachers who gave meny yoesrs ol service to develop tole
psert ol the totsl Topeks school curriculum were: Jesn swaen, Mrs, ¥i§§inia

Heade Ceve, Anite Leurent, Mattie Barncs, Cors Hepworth, Jennie Snith,

ilachel Kendrick, Mrs. Belle Stagg Ice, Csroline Hopton, Florence Lmures,
lirs, Gladys Lowe lloehner, Mrs, Vivian Herpron Rutter, ¥lla P, True
Joy Bechtel, Ors McMillen, Katherine Tucker, Helen Mitchell, znd lelen

Hudsone
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Industrial Arts

Industrial Arts has changed since its introduction into the Topeke
Schools in 1904, from the Manual Training emphasis of purely manipulative
work with wood joints, to an emphasis upon introducing pupils to our
industrialized sociqty.

Industrial Arts contribute to the general education of pupils in
our public schools by introducing, representing and explaining industrial
lifes Provision is made for pupil experience®(l) which teach the necw
essity and dignity of work (2) which illustrate the diversification of
industry (3) which provide for testing versonal interests and aptitudes
in representative crafts (l) which serve avocational interests in construc
ticﬁ and (5) which develop consumer knowledge and apprecistion.

The growth of industrial arts has been phenomenal, both locally and
nationally, when it 1s realized few subsidies and no national professional
organization has sponsored its ingclusion in the public schoolses The
growth and expansion of industrial arts can be credited to the interest
of puplls and school officials in an activity type subject which provides
learning opportunities concerning the current industrial civilization thru
the use of tools and the production of useful and artistically acceptable
pupil-made projectse

To accommodate High School industrial arts subjects iIn Topeka, a
Manual Training building, located at 8th and Harrison was added to the
existing High School (North Building) in 1905« L. Do Whittemnore,
Superintendent of Schools, at that time, explained the introduction of
the new program.as a definite breaking away from the solely cultural idea
and that the new courses did, in no sense, substitute for fundamental
high school studies, but supplemented themes Mechanical drawing, wood-
working, woodcarviné, forge work, and clay modeling were included in the

original High School curriculum. Printing was introduced in 1918, Stege=
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craft 1931, Machine Shop 1931, Auto Mechanics 1n'1932, Llectricity and .
Radio 1942 and Driver Trsining in 1947,

Industrial Arts courses are offered in each of the seven Junior Hizh
Schools and provides experience in the fields of sheet metel, strsp metal,
electricity, cement work, Home mechsnlcs jobs, woodworking, finishing,
and mechenical drawinge

Grade school Industrial Arts was also included in the Sth and 6%th
grades of the elementary schools for a number of yearsa

Since few specially trained industrisl arts teachers were available
in 1904, teachers were recruited both from the practical field and from
the ranks of the regular teachers who were challenged by the "new subject.
Although most of the original teachers were men a few women were recruited
the last one, Miss Lucylﬁllis, retiring from Clay Grade School Industrial
Arts in 1937a |

The first Supervisor of Industrial Arts was J. H. McBEride followed
by A. HeWinter, Phillip Hasty, B. J. Buckles and W, W, Scott. P, We
Chamness, the present Director of Vocaticnal Education, 1s alse the presen:

Supervisor of Industrial Arts,

# "Industrial Apts Its Interpretation in Americen Schools™ Report of a
Committee Aprointed by the Commissioner of Education. Bulletin 1937,
Noe 34 Foreward



