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information for historical and scholarly use.
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the full use of this information. I hereby grant and assign all my
rights of every kind whatever pertaining to this information,
whether or not such rights are now known, recognized, or contemplated,
to Jackson State University, Jackson, Mississippi.

G ST Ao
Interviewee (Signature)

22/ 9@% o8

Date

O e v Ay S A 2 Py




O-KH.7¢8. )6

JACKSON STATE COLLEGE

Jackson, Miesiecippi

ORAL HISTORY PROGRAM

INTERVIEWER AGREEMENT

é.L/ /:Lt s in view of the

(Interviewer, plegke print)

historical and scholarly value of the zgﬂormation contained in the

interview with /bQ{Lg_égjg£ZZL6~;1u , knowingly and
(Interviewee, pleace print

voluntarily permit Jackson State College, Jackson the full uce of this

information, and hereby grent and ascign to Jackson State College,
Jackson all rights of every kind whatever pertaining to this informetion,

wvhether or not such rights are now known, recognirzed or contemplated.

gL

Interviever (cighlature)

O-H. 77 16

Interview Number

&- b/

Date



1 W CON ' MNIT UL QO TOY
JACKSON STATE UNIVERSITY

INTERVIEWEE: WILLIAM
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DATE: June 20, 1978 (Date of Interview,

OH 78.16

\-’ This is an interview between Eli Grayson, the interviewer,
.\\’§ and William Preston Starks, the narrator, on the evening of
7

(/) June 20, 1878, in the howe of Mr. Starks at 2213 Queensroad

\ attended Lanier High School. He is married to the f

AN T A
\\ dﬁﬁ'zta Jackson and has one son, ghckskaedi. 7 VDA ("/é/-//ty

]
C: Mr. Starks, my-interest=se—ip-eates. Jn talking to people,
(’i
Safe, which-de—row=esmked—the’ Nig Apple Inn, <eope—tdme had ancticr nane.

3

I believe more people kncw it by the name Big John's rather than what's
i L. 2 & g

3

written on the windo B

i o ks A o L
s most—people know-it-by-Big-John's.

St That's correct, Big John's. It use to be the talk of TFarish
when your money didn't ijingle too loud in your pocket,
: Did ‘you know him?

G
8 Yes, I did. . lwdemessBbamgobi. e was short and = little on the heavy side.
G

1 £
L Iy =

1 eHowthis—r W =TT 0w, oS T peopiT—imtmte—asaea refler

po—tt—aE—a-cate. le's ‘L’u;iix jj\;u.»u, eg8 a long time? G

01 R, v, P
.LLx Lot J 1-:“ (1{') JJI WL LT 51’1“.

tell me a little bit about him.
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St Big John was the type of person that once you ate his sandwiches.and
/ . . g 7' / 5 oA~
= m, you'll be back. mu&d«mﬁt&&ynway, Jou mig )hu,\g
Jo @
out of the way \}/dke_-eéﬁe-back by Big John's to get a Gek—of- sandwichaes

« .b.e.sa,ase—-gley are quite tasty.
G: What type of uandw:Lch?we-tﬁ'ﬁ“they—b

Si ~Medk he specialized in pigears and E}%‘rsnoke, and—the smokes—were the fast
Gocepes,

e e = .

G: Were they on the bunp? i
17

S: %@* Take a piece of smoke sausage pull the skig of £ mas‘ndflat on

the grill, warm youvbread on the grill put the smoke on,-hkadng- a little

mustard or mayonaise, >, and some sauce, some-
thing like a hot chilisauce. It made you smack your lips when you bit into.«lf
| alpebescgolin
G: That's why they called it hot smokes?
Se—Feairi— &

G: They went pretty good?

S: Yes, bhayp—d-—go very well,
G: Did you know him before he went Jm‘o business? 20 ‘z C?XQO/
,}/CL
S: Medd vaguely. 1 use to sece hLchlhm hot tamales emd—re—amiarotier
G: John—and—his—family. Did ¥e have any children?

S: Yes de—did. 1 knpw his wife and.=mew_ope~of his sons} A. C. I don't re-

call any others. eswse— ooy Dim most.

G: I spae—dn-theyr e~6~—})vﬂmer ot Lﬁ&(;’ Tike yesterday Twas i Hmrvr —Yurder -
Shana—tirat . ‘&a < grands uany/t'iTﬁ‘m“c‘- Harold I(‘E} who operates
it, but MEENTEETE e H

I ur‘(‘rr{ap he :i,s ot the owne

S Perhaps

1 1 S .
Tetrave—aet—hoaord = EAHie—at Tt

M’Fr WagT——mew | still thought the boy still owned the place.

G: edewe what did he do before he went into mbs busincss?
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51  ei—thdak hot tamales was his business. e was—aiways in a good type. ¢
=

G Did he have some type cart like you see in the movies?

S8 _most hot tamales sellers had a little

some type of eating device to keep seme=_

ro—they—had—Ehe hot tamales am}.zgarshn.;,ahs L ARRAT,

R g TP L 3 e e 5 ¥ e N A2

sulated to when it—retrl—it—wortd—took Ttie—twobicycte—wheelson—et

- e y MR ) & : e O > I o i - i
- H et re— ke nt—or—3t—TUOL pUSITLIIG® There was a lantern on

printed on the side 0% 7//\5 (7//,6/!

G: Was that a contraption you say he needed for himself?

%‘:, o ey o : il b et 1 a4 N . .
’ y Most s Iarg of hot—termares—aot—tnat—trme oo +HEEre—DugsyY hat-thoy pusnod

o

cxound as their caeess —l—l—}-cy geermea— U be \UVLL(LJ(

_semc Type Of WATGTprool €LOLh and with ~HotU Tamar

" b - 9 P o o " P
~—~SS—-IRtrCTr d O ZCTT . DCHC G e T LLECL Colles ad aoZth St AT

3 e juoer veni—back=mrm=fo®eh—~up and down the streets?
) _ sSome

S _SOnedaties they'd have a station at_a#sy point.

o

-and each seller of hot tamales respected that corner. They wouldn't barge
-

in and try tc compete with one avother. Bach one had an area of his own.

Some of them usg we a bicycle with the cart on the front. They vode
oD
the bicycle, pushing the cart in froat d them, ¥k a three wi

two double wheels in front and one behind. So, if you had a taste for hot

amales, it was a good thing to see oume of those carts coming.

G: In-talking—teo—peopre—aboulthe Rig Appde InD. . .Was Big John a

He was chubby, short and a little on the stocky side. —k—guess

&L 1 : ] 2 W DI ST -1 - U T = = a ala oy
~they—eatled-him a litéle—cteeky—buily chubby—nat just—fet-far- ot (hey

gTways Tererrad totrim—as—Biag—doha.

w

G: They still do today. ir. Lee is his name. Ss—amewandering, did he have

a Mexican extraction?

1 would believe so. ‘To hear him talk and to lcok at h im, he had all the

w

appearances of Mexican extraction; straight hair with a very light 2ed

complex ion. He had an accent which seemed to be a Mexican accent.

The /76 ‘
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cak Spanich because of the-people he was-dealic

W&, L\L them t72\ay. o

did & cost? )
:}”(Cost a nickel. (Laugh),6 §
smoke or “ig ar. That was %‘ trade mark, ‘Su')fc or P’g””
Wh the hot tramales,as—it—was the smoke ac—the—pipetrr

i we,ee So. B )
some of the best pt "hamales in town, we e w at Big John's.

could get them hot or not so hot.

By S T
—-—— e

range enough you got a big 'bun" a»d 2

mea

x"“

ry tasty. So, when you thought of Big Jobu's

[ \F"’

)

) o VI - e 1

3 never heard him speak Spanish although he did have a heavy accent. There

13

WAL LLIST L1 AAUT

e »y

S »&.&w between Farish and Oakleyp e Tassaup#c heo didn't try to com-

pete with the restaurants or cafes in the area. Big John just stood out.

His attitude was of such, that once you went there and ate what he sold

G
8

&

b

you'd come back again and again and again. As often as vou could accumul

L P

o

nickel, or if you had a pocket of nickel

you would go to Big John's. You may et a bag of them, or two or thre

s, whenever the thought hit you,

or

them or whatever your appetite called for. Hewowkd—fix—yeu Ty oo

=3

G: Was he always where he is now?
Sl No. He was located next door to Mosley's Shoe Repair. -“Phe—dowmstairs
Teestoapsbaiis

s n-Jx S I S
L]Du‘\.rm ke C AP

12 = o

b T P i G o
o o o oy oo

T am sure there were other restaurants in that neish-

borhood.

4

al. L
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W

AT I [ . 8 = K o
Shephard’'s Kitcl

Dining Room juaet-on the corner of Hamilton and Fax:
hnette was up beyond the Crystal Palace which is

located in that-area. He—faoxed—

as Steven's Restaurant. Shkephardls was

couplé of rimes hut-these-people were there There were also other little
cafes as they called them then, across the street. They did not hav that
fast movement or the tx that Big John had.

neof

the people = £

vy

yestercay

’ &Jy’h en |
T
Jomwss by

"

their dress, it

class

just

that maybe it wasn't

impression

that ate out of Big

d—just—theTickelsand—the dim
saw people gﬁiﬂ—by their mannerism

makes me believe

the

John's, but maybe we could

middle

of the

ey were upper

some what gave me the

perscn that walking the street

peorie who had a little

S84y,

money@
L O e /
i) L V. e A % . ~ i B i = i - )
B Anyone who had even a taste of Big John's sandwiches uere doesr—o ack
e 2 N . N T, ) " s Ao U o 2 i S al o
agaln. "E,H‘ﬁ*y TIIEITeIIave Treep—edldlo | - UL (ISAD) B ASEE I v 32 o v 5 T3 mERTAGAT § M =
Y. 20 2 2 - P xy i - P - s &+ ke —_
bredabb—sore—tractoneT Ifﬁjt 2 QL 2 DALV oS OmT T, JUSt DIUTEST L
S 1 < . i s — = L) o0 T e e y i R o 1 it
_back and say—werc J0U et LNILS Lrom—Are—they would say ——Bdeloha—tr—
; ; e = : " .
itrere—te—Bia—doba's? 1L mayhe some—stTITNT peopte—in—towrr 'He—ts—mew——
2 - oo ~ 11 % $ir
S Lprdch—StTTTT, IOV KI0Wn as ctiue big Appie LIS f—amgoitpe-ie
: = ety - k3 a < 5 y o 2 = : ”
try—toTocarett—so—you lihd whal e mea—was—eqd ] Once you bit dnto it
L 1 4 . o~ e L P | 5 -
ORI F—pade—ro—atTTCTCICE w0 y0U wWoeres Hvou-liked—that—tup<
R =S 3 % a . "I O, T e + o i s b | -
oot TOouT—werrt Ualk. § e 2 E S S o TOTE T tIme—tU gt w - EeTTUIT, 10U
so b 13 1 rerunaer £ tho £act— L PP g A )
W S ey P & Q ERe STt THeEesT [/ 4

other words

in

your sandwiches and be gone?

Be-gere

Did he have places for

. L W .
You didn't waste anytime

2]

you to sit down?

at that ,time. There was a long
told=t+enr what you wanted,
€ ’

o would

You got yours 0T in a

No, not

in. You yOu

sometimes nave as many as

napkin or

G f S

you could go in there and in a

little while you could get

there.

it

counter in # building when you came
Ay o5 /7
stood aside, the next guy told -

6 or 8 orders going the same

something like a wax piece of paper
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1

and you either walked out or you stood back and ate it.

e

vagrEmge with chairs or tables you have a tendancy to lag or loaf there and
he just didn't have that in his business. ﬁf’fﬁif*tima~aﬁ=hﬁﬂhﬂsﬁigda¥4\\
éﬂ%ﬁﬁ?ﬂﬂ?ﬁﬂﬂrﬂzﬁﬁmmT“huﬁth“Bndwstoo%sratmﬁ'ﬂeﬁnser.
G thyes‘:ghﬁnfgg can surely say he was one of the first fast food caleSwipar :
= erdzy. 1 been there a couple of tiges t i week CVWX SO

. Theydgot C;tl‘ foud and

et people lining ups said

left. Sﬁ)idn‘t take long either.
S e mra e oo IV s —

he selected that si

{, SEFEReeat you said

5 2
3

you remember him changing from one spot to another&

S: Yes, he lived on the corner of Hamilton and Bloom ;bfTE’fOI awhile. After

1 left here, I don't know where he went to. I lost contact with him, but

T IR : O 1. 5 e’
no matter wnhere I went, oversees, Aaldn Eurcpe that ‘40 ime another, o
run across my mind, Big John's, yer=lmesr, son h%%n you are reminiscing with
’ . I e 7 ) , :
some of the guys from Jackson, man if I was in Jackson tonight T would
to go by Big John's and get something. We always talked about Big John's

no matter where we wcri"bccause we remember those tasty sandwiches.
G: I would think that he did good business both night and day.

S: Yes, Big John was opened both day and nieht,‘yp/hnti a certain time =t—

&

iphe. L don't kaowhou-latedt—was-becsdse—t eoutdnt—stay—up—toe—lale

J 1 S o o0 J il o

-aew— 1 have been theredg$¥$%ﬁ}=+hmalesh

call first and they would tell me if they have them, #fest- If they had

Tl i : A A s Vi
pe | OO =t bed-so eariy

I would

them I would go down there and pick up a dozen or a couple of dozens o=
o

.L[!tl., LS l‘."c'., Aag - e iﬁ*uli\,u.
G: : e Ve UnACrot T s—very goot T +—J-understand a

fomamesvtiroon. . .1 noticed on the side of the building down there where

they have the Crystal Palace that use to be a ballroom. people

s—like that—hnve Tome—by—and—bought something.
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(€5

Qe
e

) . Frople . N
_Sewpmeese during intermtsshen ,fﬁf%'would run down to Big John's and load

up on the nickle sandwiches. Down below Big John's across Hamilton Street

s s#rcTe the Savoy Ballroom was—Focated. Semewhere—across—ehe—sbroot

frowm the now Alamo Theatrer The Crystal Palace always had some activities

mere so than the Savoy. Then of course, there was the Dotty Cab stand also

imothe—areawnext door to the Crystal Palace. Big John had a lot of traffic
; o vE R €/ :

because of the it of people from the Alamo Theatre which was located

on Amite Street at that time. Later on was the Booker T. Theatre on Farish

00 & Leorf
Street next door to *he/geafoﬁm.

—down-that

always all of it on Kz

e

What about school childyen?
Xes.;t Save g ck find s—smiekte or hustle up a nickle and make it to
Big John and get them a méie or a plgPdTuﬂGGdESErﬂ lot of Lhem didn't have

them at home.

Did they nch as ,they do at school everyday?

s/ /Cl 00/ N
Yes, We had a ca;oterL° which was operated by Mrs. Johnson,wha is now de-
ceased.  Mrs. Flower’was ancther one that T remember. We did have lunch

n but prior ui:ELﬁm my years at Jim Hill, we didn't have a”lunch program.

You had to bring your biscuit and molasses and salt meat. Later on they

started the free lunch where they would give you\ﬁosweet potato and #halfl
ﬂ pint of milk. Then it gradually bu% %1 cup of hot soup and a corn

bread muffin. 2%?i¥e didn't have a ca[ctcria7wc just lined up and walked

{

through the hall and they gave you a tin cup of soup.
> y 8 J I
lot of school children brought their

Although they had a lunch program
money and went to Big John

et it they had some.
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G How would you compare his prices of a nickle for a sandwich as compared to
what you could get for a quarter in some other restaurants? VWhat other
restaurants did you say they had in that area?

S Shephard's and Home Dining Room. The Home Dining Room didn't specialize
togem=h in sandwiches. 1t was kind of one of the nice places to go and

cat. They served a tshes, meal for SW nediehborreetd—ed

twenty-five or thirty-five cents. You weet in cm; ¥ down at a table and

1

b

‘you were served. So, that's where you went for that. You didn't go in
and holler for a sandwich. At Shephard's you could get either one, a
sandwich or a meal. Most of the young people went to Big John's. So he
had all the teenage and the younger people. He had all that tratfict

nickle?

S of bread Zwd a piece of meat that
was tasty. You were satisfied, you would want other and another.

5t ! W:rs*tw —Fm-wondering if jitds-the samey,.l

" 5)4‘ ¢ comp S
e 3] sea-receipe, —er—mataiceee=t hat he made back th=ee.” . .

I may think so. There may have been some changes.

,
3
e

w" o

How does he %Lt then? ,)f
If you wanted a smoke he wWaild ' Ouemee-2 pigr:.e‘ of srzé ausage,

_ m‘,}: oty e %wwe MW&;
pull the skin”and put thes on 2=grill,apd somathing—Like 8
\,‘d .

7 e g let #dem cook awhile ﬂ.&dyihcn turn % ovex

/

. P \ ; < 8
set the bread and split the hun half and place them down on the orill
& el J% X 3

4 we

w“¢ e .
AR Lﬁ}“\)ﬁ/ﬁ/mﬂ

fomnilymas
o

and warm them up,’q‘eturn chem on the other side and warm beem

Ww ready. He would put mustard
v@%&ﬁ-& lie would put the smoke and maybe some slaw and then he

would add the hot chili sauce. He would put the hot chili sauce on and

he would drain the excess and put it in the paper or napkin and that was

g ; DU (' | it —impe—it—awd vou paid yoru nickle and bit.into

it and you walked on out the door into the street eating your smoke

Sy SR
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(52 That was a good buy for a nickle.
St It was.
Gz l?gmm,;n thinking in terms of what we now of days call

c
goul Food" I look at Soul Food as food that b ek were eating all

lives. 7 chrovgh—ehdddhooa—eat=ime. 1'm sure that

chitterlings were being sold in that particular day and time.

S No, he never did fool with chitterlings. The only thing that I can re-
call is hot tamales, smbokes, and pigears‘. Qbmeewrsc hamburgers and hot

dogs, but his major sellers were smokes and pigears.

e s T T e et el e salenl |
—ait-] can't seem to understand @ how g he &so many hot smokes, we=
~casse—ev crywehre—F—havedone and sald Bic semadsir e p

St . . .smoke was it. moKe sausag smote—was—feor—short— ettt -

i . ,

e chili seasoning Semes

ie puns. Fhe—

er

5 S g ou get il on UIOCTIE DTTIOT &

kinda like an oil

to keep it from drying %gmuzjbc, somet

e e 180 L LON CooEITg—msEs—aol

Srasme. Ie-was—just—erouvgh—te keep—it from sticking to tne grill and ekt
Q% = When you bit into it with that sauce on it you

would smack your lips. Now his pigears were kept warm uniike other plac

that you could get a nickle pigear sandwich. The pigear was cold but

BRig John's was hot. You could buy & nickle pigear all out west they were
kept in a refrigerator and sliced all—eff but at Big John's you got a
whole plgear. : '

Forhave been around to a Lot of diftfercnt piaces Fonc

Have you ever tasted sowmething

3 2 "
e cnac you

similar .to Big John's?

S0 Nog®. I must say the sandiwch he sold stood out just like it was his trade
mark. No one else st the
in them like Big .I::»hn\,

ink that this

n'

9]

\m\ thing that he created or was given the idea

e 25



G: from his childhood days.

Sie PT.__TS abil3d [ 6 6] GLVCIQU et aaise 'L:’,';—?.'.—TCUV.}L. WO ti1!; TTT—cr ’..“fi et

o dio odubar, o develrp Yot Yosle Uoe wgamu

. L 1. = 3 5 T 5 i T e N OO
G: porr—youn—have—been—dowa—there, he has been se
=) 1 ” h i 3 | e - 3.3 1 = oo . oy
et decessed—homs—but—his—son—Tt—wederstana—risgramdses. . .If you had

to name one or more reasons why he has stayed in business so long, what

¢

would you say?

peseecay it must have been his attitude and his understanding of peop

s A < ¢
that he was dealing with. -Bde—dohm; I never saw him wp—to the peint C({é '9845

w

he just exploded if his customer was just absolutely wrong or something
like that. He understood and he was always nice. He came in and was al-

ways prompt. He had good self control., A.lot of kids and people pnder- ;

in—a—fewmiautes So you would do that and

so vou can hurry back or something like that. That

you.

N

you and get you go

w2, i o ¢ : WO
= just his attitude and you couldn't help but to like him. You just had

LI T e .

to like Big John if vou ever got to know hin yessewerec T mmmrmmsr—

now the businesg is stilil—sedmo—strome. Did he ever do anything else in

the community beside the restaurant?

§: KXo~ Not that T know of. After leaving here in 1942 I didn't see Big

with him anymore until somewhere in 1964

John that often or come

around that area much. One

when I came back from service. T don't

they turped Farish Street into a One-Way

and it's hard to park down there. So, I think that kind of made me stay

away.fgLom tha s I<donlt—ga down too often anymore—. S
, . v
st rof—trtm. Sometimes when I am down in $fat—area 1'1l1 walk €ewrr

-

there and get ;af/w sandwich or two.

G: o 2: > think of anything unusual that sser happened in they Big Apple
inn .
5t No, T can't recall a thing.
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Well, there : wer SO T2 tha ou can tell me ¥ mamnis about Big John

e e the mlcr“.Atlo“J_g.u..—lc soing t helpfiul.

W> wch. W Hho "‘”Zb“ ”’W“’ﬂ”

1

S« Well, I'm sorry that,I couldn't bring cut any fine points
o

others I can Lhinklfbm‘&] Ly can whaoes I get off the tape.

(G Wekls- I thank you very much.
END OF INTERVIEW
wmm

Lty A8



