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Introduction 

The artist is an individual who is confronted with a 

difficult job in our nresent society. His ultimate aim is 

to understand his contemporary life and to create order in 

his art work that will coincide with his time. 

In my art work my primary aim ls to portray social 

conflict, peace, strength, time and hap iness. In an effort 

to do this I have used creative forms and arrangements to 

symbolize these. The arrangeme1ts which I have used are 

my own true experiences from my environment. 

Nature, to me, ls that part of our environment that 

consist of living matter such as the trees, flowers and 

water. I have been inspired many times to use natural forms 

in my art works, only to say or suggest that I am a part of 

nature trying to communicate with my environment. 



Philosophy of Art 

To understand the symb0lism expressed in my mural the 

individual must und rsta.nd that the idea is an imaginary

one. I use symbols that t we all can see a and understand and 

some that come from my own imagination. 

The symbols of s space ships s simply means that t this is 

man's transnortation into outer space. ile must consider the 

fact that someday man will venture into space if earth survives 
long enough. My imagination leads me to believe that there 
must be or will be some kind of control now, and man will 
bring about a need for a new law when he ventures into outer 

space. To make this cl ear in my  mural, I used a symbol to 

express a united control. The long blue form t1at flows 

thorought the mural represents the control of knowledge, the 

control of man and the control of social conflicts. The ne hat 

on this form expresses universal peace. The hat has a plow 

with the sword embedded ini t, that t symboli zes peace that was 

created during the time of Is 1.· h ..., a a . The book symbolizes the 
survival o~ la~ d i ~ ,, ur ng ti~e t lire of Justinian, •. oses and 
Ha!Dl.:':urabi. The idea here is to e:x:r-ress the fact th--it ne·p 

environ,T,ents brini;r ab-mt new· i 'leas. 
'Ehe yell ow form S''Lbo iz ~G 

that there is a la ·r V( rv, s i· mi· 1 __ 0 _.~_ to J t · · .,_ us inu=:., 1Ios<os an' 
Ha:r. ura bi, ••1~~1c•~ he.s survived i 11. outer SY ace, but we 

.. ust 

!·!hen an individual understards th'.':'.t world peace must 

be considered in outer s~ace flights, we think of Kennedy and 

Khrushchev as two greats ·mbols. To exnress the fact that 

Kennedy's and Khrushchev's thinkin~ will have to agree, I 

placed them together to symbolize further ths.t a new law 

of the universe must be created. The symbol of united control 

forms into bars to bring Kennedy andKhrushchev together until 

the'r car' make a law tha.t will maintain world peace. The bars 

symbolize imprisonment. The figu~es in between the bars be­

hind Kennedy's and Khrushchev's profiles symbolize man's cry 

for fre dom and for a new law of the universe. 

The large green form is a symbol for mother. Her 

fertility expresses the fact th-t s~we type of life will 

continue to survive. The form also symboli'?es frustration 

and anxiety. It ha.s been sqid, "The very existence of a 

frustr9.tion or conflict and the uarticular way a man resr,onds 

to it may subject him to the punishment or the threats of 

societ··, or to r.ainf:J.l -~ee1 iro-s of guilt, or to the thre,;;ts 

0 -f 1 f' lf t all of these threats or punishments _ oss o_ se -es eem, 

0 ~ societ;y arise in him feelinp-s of anxiety." He further, 

states t~ ,_, "The pe,·son is placed in a new cr:>11flict between 

the need to expres~ the aggression and the fear of doing so. 

Under these circumstances there must be dis-olace ent 

t t Such disnlace aggression, a~~ression to a safer arge • 

10 wever is not likely to provide the full relief th"t would 

be btained in attacking the actual source of frustration. 



Society may lace strong prohibitions on the expression of 

agp-ression in any form. 1• hy idea here is to exnress a social 

conflict and show that man's society will effect his actions. 

I feel that the female figure is a good form to use to express 

my idea of a social conflict and survival where ever it may be. 

The moon has been used to symbolize universality, but 

no one knows its true meaning. In my mural I use this moon 

to express the fact that I am the creator and by using my 

facial features I project the Negro into the struggle to under­

stand andexp1ore outer ST)ace with all humanity. 

In my sculpture called "FiP11re with Turtle and Bird", 

I have tried to recreate Nhat nature has already suggested to 

man. The turtle is the oldest known reptile. He is unique 

in that he has survived through the test of time. 
It is be-

lieved that the bird is the species w~ich evolved from the 

reptile. He hes been a strong insniration to man. The bird 

has been Placed high on the sculnture tn symbolize that he 

flies high. In doin,c:r so, he is further away fr m the worl-'fly 

things that he tends to have trouble with. He is able to sin 

andlook down upon his environment. 

The sculpture has a universal meanin~. It expresses 

a closeness of the reptile anQ the bird. Therein, tl e unique 

closeness of the earth tn the species is rortrayed. 
The 

sculpture has a me2nin~. f·•r 11 f a o us. The turtle has a 

meaning for each one of us. The bird also has this meanin~. 

These meanin s are usually the same or similar. In my sculp­

ture, I have tired to use the two as something which has a 

meanin~ for mankind. 

The word, enlightenment, may mean that man has a way of 

contr"'lling order in nature to improve his wav of life. He 

seeks to create order in all things that nature does not 

provide for. The enlightened man's everyday life will tend to 

be n·uch different from that · f the 1-1neduca ted man. The 

enl ip-hten d man is well or -0 anized, the uneducated man is not 

well organized. The Am.e~ican societv has put a tremendous 

am unt ~f order in our environ~ent. We thus have to say that 

we are a highly enlightener'l society, "but it is a complicated 

one, thuslv, s· ch an elaborate society cnmposed of so many 

back rounds of peoples and cultures Y-1eces -iates n:any knowledo-es 

be acquired, and t, beco e fully or totalJy educ~ted is to reach 

one horizon and find always another. 



Conclusions 

Through the use of symbols, I have attempted to develon 

a philosophy that will penetrate the minds of individuals of 

all nations. This philoso~hy is mainly concerned with the 

expression of universal ideas. In my mural, I have made 

Kennedy and Khrushchev s,mbols of this universal meaninP-. 

The bird and the turtle are the symbols of this universal 

meaning. The bird and the turtle are the symbols used in the 

sculnture. Basically, sculnture is a creative expression 

through which I have tried to communicate with symbolism a 

universal ·eanin~ to man a small asnect of himself and his 

natural environment. 
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