JACKSON STATE UNIVERSITY
JACKSON, MISSISSIFPPI
- CRALL HISTORY PROGRAM

INTERVIEW AGREEMENT

You have been asked for information to be used in comnection
with the Oral History Program at Jackson State University, Jackson,
Mississippi. The purpose of this program is to gjather and preserve
information for historical and scholarly use. : (i

A tape recording of your interview will be made by the inter-
viewer, and a t‘,wescrmt of the tape will bz made and submitted to you
for editix ng. The final retyped and edited transeript, together with
the tape of the interview will .. then be placed in the oral
history collection at Jackson State U'uvev'sn.t}, Jackson, Mississgippi.

. Other institutions or persons may obtain a copy. These ‘materials
may be used for purposes of research, for instructional use, for
publication, or for other related purposes.

/,
) ) / g

X // s s R~ (08 ';'_”j,) have read the
above and, In view oi the h:.stomca] and scholarly value of this
mfo*‘m*tlon, and in return for a final typed copy of the transcript,
I knowingly and voluntarily ‘permit Jackson State University, Jacksen,
the full use of this informacion. I hereby grant and assign all my
rlghts of every kind whatever pertaining to this information,
whether or not such rights are now kncvn recegnized, or comte:mlatea,

to Jackson State University, Jackson, Mississippi.

/)

/

Toi kLA e e

Interv:.c* ree (Signature)

3

N /

) KB
/. / 7K
drriad B S GBS

A2

{
\e: S
] P =
/ /A //

04 8501

Pate of Bir
Oral History Ngmber Assigned



¥

Ei:wvb:ﬁ 0 e S B B e, B B R0 A L N ettt MY S ,J

i |

= o)
v:‘"‘ ﬁ& £

ok

Ne
d o HHE® 0
BV e QST B H Crh .} GV B B tm H
PHONE 353-3266 615 NORTH FARISH STREET JACKSON, MISSISSIPFRI

BLACK OWNED AND OPERATED
YOUR COMPLETE SUPPLY CENTER SERVING ALL OF MISSISSIPP!

PRODUCTS AND EQUIPMENT FOR THE BEAUTY
-AND BARBER PROFESSION.

"DISTRIBUTORS FOR"

ULTRA SHEEN SUMMIT HAIR STRATE
FRENCH PERM HAIR FOOD
EF YOUNG SOFT SHEEN
MAGNIFICENT PRODUCTS RAVEEN
DUKE PRODUCTS LUSTRASILK
ROUX NULOX
POSNER LeCONT: HORMONES GROWHAIR
OSTER CLIPPERS ANDIS CLIPPERS
WAHL CLIiPPERS _ » BEAUTY DUST
WINGATE PRODUCTS “YLOM PRODUCTS

“WHAT'S NEW FOR TOMORROW IS AT CONIC SUPPLY TODAY"

: Frank and Doris Conic
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% INTERVIEWEE: ‘Mr. Frank Conic
INTERVIEWER: Dr. Alferdteen Harrison
DATE OF INTERVILW: January 4, 1983
TRANSCRIBER: Terry McDonald & Herd Graves

FINAL TYPIST:
0.H. 810349 |

Today is January 4, 1983 and 1 am Alferdteen Harrison

at Jackson State University. We are in the office of
The Institute for the Study of History, Life and Culture
of Black People. I have with me today Mr. Frank Conic
and he is geing to be telling us a little bit about

his life and his experiences here in the city of Jackson.

Harrison:

Mr. Conic, just to get us started will you tell us
something about yourself, who are you? -

Conic: Well, I was born in Jackson and I have been in Jackson
all my life. I was bornXT@ll and all my youth years
were spent of Ferish Street. My father was in business g
and I was part of his business as a boy. I grew from A %A;Jt
thewe to a business for myself. T didn't intend for ‘ekre &
X3 happen, > , 4 into—one—thing
into-another. 5 = . ;
There : some desirigé;ég&%;ife to leave Jackson
4% : =
as a young man, but I had _some roots here and 1

didn't want to dig them up,SO I staved here.
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Harrison: You said you were born in Jackson, where were you born?
Conic: I was born where it is now Bailey Avenue and Ridgeway.
Harrison: You lived there until vou were how 01d?

Conic: I stayed there until T was about five years old. Ve moved
from there to Erie Street and staved there only about one
year. The family moved about 1919 on Church Street, which

p is now on the cormer of Church and High Street. 1 grew h ...
LZAKL/Lg‘ﬂya—mOSt of my childhood was there.

Harrison: Church and High Street. 1Is the house still there?

Conic: 1t is still:there.

Harrison: What is the address?

Conic: 218 East Church.

Harrison: Do you live there now?

Conic: ‘No. The property now belongs to my sister. She doesn't
live there, but she lives in the neighborhood which is next

Jdoor:
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So, the Conic still live in the Farish Street Historic
District. :

Yes, that's true.

What is your eariiest recollections of being down there
on Church and .High Street?

Around the neighborhood.

Just in the neighborhood on Erie Street?
That's right, with friends and pals around the neighborhood.

Do you know of anybody that paraded up and down Farish Street
gr organized efforts?

No, I don't. I was to small to know that. I was six
years old then, I imagine.

When you were living on Erie, not Erie, but Church and High
Street when you came there what was your home like, I mean
what did it look like?

It was very much like it is now, some improvements have
been made. The terrace has been changed, but the structure

of the house is still there.

What kind of games did you play when you first came to this
area ?

Played baseball, skatégﬂgide and seek, and just the usuali@
things that young pecple played. ‘

Where did, you play baseball?

There was a lot off Monument Street. It was large enough
for boys to play baseball. We played there just about )/uém:y

N ,
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Conic:

day or whenever there was an opportunlty. Véry few of the 2-
fellow/that played in that lot is “around Jackson now. L/,,a

remember eme, the Luckett boyéﬁ%z;ﬂ;ﬁ!!’., which are still |
in Jackson and my brothers. I wo brothers, Jack and E/h/mxfﬁf

D : :
jjgb4AAJJAJL_-iaaa§ii§§ which are now in Jackson.

Harrison:

Conic:

Harrison:

Conic:

Harrison:

Conics

Harrison:

Conic:

Harrison:

Conic:

Harrison:

Conic:

/
Where is this lot? You said it was on Monument Street. 5}04Juvik4lﬁ
apv

Monument, it is near Dryfus and Monument on the north_  / : Wicu&é
side of the street. O0f course, now there are hOUSQSi/K&QJL ' ~{
at that time it was a vacant lot. / 513&Uu

Where did ycu go to school?

I first went to CMI for one year and then I went Smith
Robertson. I started there in 1919.

Tell me about Smith Robertson?

Well, it was quite an experience$. Professor Lanier was : .
really a dedicated teacher and we enjoyed our é&ﬁ&ﬁ!ﬂﬁé&-ﬂ4j30“*3““qt
there with him and the teachers. It was just a wonderful

experience. I can't remember all the things, but I re-

member the marching, going in and out of the building.

We learned discipline. Professor was very sure that we

obeyed. I remember very distinctly him saying that the

most important command, is we=l¥®w attention. That is

why the Army's first command shes-<=ssve is to get attention.

Unless you get a personz%ktentloneiou can't teach them

anything, so they always emphasizedthat point. They
demanded your attention, I remember that very vividly.

What did he do to get your attention?

He used a bell ‘and he would tap his bell for you to march.
Also, he would ring the bell to get the students together.
So, that was his instrument to get attention. Also, he

used his voice to request you to do one thing or another.

~ If he failed to get your attention, what happen?

He had a persuader and that was a strap. Another thing,
he use to use his head against the boys, especially. It
would be a little butt against your forehead.

I don't want you to demonstrate it, but he would just
butt his head against you?

Yes, he use)fo say the expression like; "You are kindof

hard headed and I am going to soften it up a little bit."
He would give you a little bump against your head with

A
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his head.
Did you ever experience that?

I don't think I had that, but I had some experience with
the strap. He us:)to call it his '"coffee''. He would give
you some coffee to arouse you. He always had that st?ap
with him anytime you saw him. You could meet him on the
street sometimes, you know how kids like to have fun, they
would say, "Hey professor, I need some coffee."” He would
always give you ocne or twg licks on the hand. It was just
a jovial situation. I-hZééﬂﬁuite a few of those.

What kind of student would you describe yourself as being
when you were at Smith Robertson?

Oh, probably an average, I was able to keep up with my class.
I made fair grades, I think, I was an average.

Why did you experience the "'coffee" so much?

Well, sometimes you knoweg?w boys are, sometimes you do
things you aren't supposei\to do, talk when you shouldn't
talk, get out of line, S g —- fke—E
I don't think I was such a bad fellow, Just went through the
experience of it.

When you were in school there, were there other young men
who experienced the '"coffee' more than you did?

P e &’?‘“
Oh yes, by all means, qu1te a few had to be sswe®y punished,

What kind of things would they do?

Well, fights
building and

and the boys had to stay on the back of the
the girls on the front before schocl began.

Y

" Began in the morning?

Yes. Sometimes a boy was found in the girls territory and
sometimes they were penalized for that, but not so harshly.
They used that method to keep them in their places, designed
places.

Why did they have to seperate them?

I don't know, maybe just a rule of that time, of course,
the boys ‘and girls did mingle at that time, at the usuallly
time,at the beginning of sc?ool the boys stayed on the back
and the girls on the frontA_A reason you can imagine
anything you want to, but this was his method.

AN TA
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Then when the bell rang they all came in?

Came to the front. Everybody knew what class they were in,
what line they belonged in, and people would just line up

in front of the puilding before they would go in, unless the
weather was bad’,A ey would come right in the school, bet

What are some of your better or best experiences or recollections

of being at the Smith Robertson School, something that really
impressed you, something that you really enjoyed?

Well, I enjoyed most of the teachers. We had some very
dedicated teachers. My first teacher, Mrs. Davenport, éb.ll:f‘
first I thought she was very very mean. She was very stern
and was sure that@uvery thing was done just like it should be.
She impressed me because she instilled in me the importance

of studying, you know sometimes a fellow goes to school without
the idea of preparing himself for his class, but she instiifed
thet—scomething—#e, that's one thing that she instilled in me.

I think, I benefitted from her experiences, her help, her
instructions.

When you were going to look forward to something exciting and
fun at school what would it of been?

Well, we had concerts. We would prepare speeches and plays
and so forth. We had to learn the performances of those plays,
they were quite enjoyable, I can't recall any of them right
now but they were very interesting at the time.

Did you participate in any of them?

Yes, I did. I tried to.

 Were you more likely to have a leading role or supportative

role?

“ _ON_/ 2 : ;
More ive role, I think.

Now what about some of the days you would dread going to
school, you knew something was going to occur that you just
didn't look forward to at all.

I don't know, I can't think of anytimes I dreaded going to
school, because I had spurs from both \ends, at home and at
school too, because @ my parents Lﬁfe that I was there
and making good contributions to my class ==

webE i —cantifes , 1 enjoyed drawing. As a young man, 1
thought I would be an artist. That's one thing I enjoyed.

o]
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I would draw pictures, and most of my classmates would ask
me to draw this thing and that thing, I enjoyed that but as
time scort of passed on I kind of lost my interest in that.

Why do you think you lost it?

This is kind of comicaly way to say it,
artists die beeawse,-m@gbe, of starvation (laughs) Gu=eshard
way-to-travel.

I thought maybe most

Really, as I grew up I wanted to be an
architect but I realized when I was in about the nineth or
tenth grade, T realized that there wasn't much opportunity

for a black man to be an archltect, Q%&hesgh:gg?aemﬁaemarue

and ot =slaieds

What kind of dream did you place that in your mind?

What now?

What did you hope to find when you gave up the desire to
become an architect?

Well, having the opportunity, I worked with my daddy at the
My father was a barber and operated a barber
shop and I worked there, as I went on I realized that my
father encouraged me to learn the trade of barbering, which
I did and I followed the trade for twenty two years. I

barber shop.

didn't have any great ambitions, just a matter of making am_

honest living was my goal.

Did any of your teachers encourage your development as an
artist, architect, or?

Not in that way; no nobody did.

Okay.

of person was he?

Now you spoke quite a bit about you father, what kind

Yt Ugan, Lonic, 1)

I had a wonderful father, a christian, thrifty
worklng, believing in investing % what he

el olig
ms‘e

don't spend

all your money, invest some of your money, and my father
May I zero in on this, my
father had the best barber shop in the stat

My father learned barbering as a young mangeﬂ

was quite an inspiration to me.

of Mississippi.
e went to
barber college in New Orleans, to serve white trade, atltime

it was quite popular, but after completing his course he

didn't want to fcllow that trend, he did operate black barber
shop«¢ Between 1912 and 16, my father and another man, by the
s, started the City Barber Shop. In
chairs, and two bath tubs were
Now you may not think very much about that but before

name of, Albert
“that shop there wAs-Seven

there.

1920 very few white folks and no black folks at all had

BN
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bath tubs. I say that in a general way, some did have them.

Well one reason why, in the black neighborhood there wasn't

any sewage, and you couldn't have a bath tub. That was

a profitable business at that time,eamse I remember it very

much because of my job and my brother's job to clean the

barber shop and the tub. It was a growing business, people

were lined up ®e, especially on weekends, to take a bath,

running hot water,K which was almost rare in the neighborhood,

so it was a good %usiness and my father had some very shgyih/éthéae:
rules, we had a real first class clean shop.

Now where is it located?

On Farish Street.

What address?

The first address was 124. i
Is that where City Barber Shop is now?

No, it is nmot. My father operated that shop until 1944, and
he sold it to a man by the name of Morgan, to make the
Tyler Barber College. .

Oh, I see.

Tyler, that is.

T-y-l-e-r, okay. Now I want to go back to the bathtub.
Yes, it is quite interesting.

It is, in the barber shop. Now yéu have in the back of the
barber shop, bath rooms with a tub in each one?

That's correct. There was a room just like a regular bath-
room. In the room there was only a tub, of course, a place 0
for a person to hang his clothes and cold and hot water It >
had a heater, -cewese yousdonlt=see-thege—tiow. Now we have
automatic heaters, at that time they had what you call a

sidearm heater.

Could you describe this?

Well, some old timers would remember this. The tank was very
much like a cannon, galvenized iron, on the side of it was

a coil type heater that was generated by gas. At that time
we didn't have natural gas,it was artificial gas in Jackson.
You would light the heater and the heater would heat the
water fmst for the tank, just like you have now, But=ehe

AN /
o A
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Conic: autematie—g : u—would-have i -
1i ht ——again when you-needed—it—and-—so—feor hq—-m
:}%ZLLy;%er was used for the barber shop and the bath service.
Harrison: Was a perscn limited to how long he could stay in the bathtub?
Conic: (laughs) No, I don't remember if there was anytime a person

would spend too much time in the tub, we had a lot of
customers waiting. I kind of dreaded that job, some of the
jobs we ckaasr tub i S S RATY

O

dir:
at that time the very popular cleaner was called) Dutch Cleanser,
I think, it's on the market now. We used a lot hat, to

clean the tubs. The tubs were always cleaned when Sy /MJQ#L

in- use.
Harrison: Now how much would it cost to take a bath?
Conic: Twenty-five cents.
Harrisén: Did you ever go up on the price?
Conic: I don't remember, because that service went on until the

thirties maybe, 1940, around that. I don't remember it
being any more than twenty five cents.

Harrison: Who were some of the customers?
Conic: Generally, men who did day-work. I remember the time when

the railroad that goes across Capitol Street was built. At
that time a lot of Memiedens were brought in to Jackson to

yylkfuaAi4bw4/ " do that werk, black and Messiedens did most of the labor on TWQ4Q;CAA¢4
: ; that job. We would always depend on those M i to get

their baths on Saturdays and sometimes during the week. Some
people took maybe two and three baths during the week, but
on the weekends you would always have a lot of work of that

: & lot of people who worked didn't have that .
Cje/vaFQAAJVQAA/CQ, convience at home because -~ advarr ofq ing running
hot water and cold water, because usually people usefzinc

tub4’ pesmesdemesy, at home to take a bath. At

Harrison: Would you have different customers who would come just to get
their hair done, instead of the ones coming to take a bath?

Conic: Yes.  In fact, lt:was aﬂzgen business,
Harrison: How old were you when you started cutting hair, I mean, being
: a-barber?

)
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I was sixteen.
How did you get started?
Well, my father 1nstructed me.

before me, -courge i
the trade of barbering

My brothers were barbers
==barber, we all learned

. My oldest brother started, then

my second brot&gE"J£§;§I5 started, and then I started. I

think, , Jack started barbering about
1924, 1 started in 1827, so you can tell just about how the
routine went. I never did want to be a barber

why, I think,

d n 't know
it's just kind of a general thing oy e :
see, his father worging, scuffling, qﬁzg%ng hard, i@ﬁ u;ﬁu~i14\

anything but what
of that on my part,
I think I wanted to be a postman, but that faded away. I
wanted to leave home for awhile, that didn't happen.

addy is doing, @®" it wasn't so much

Why didn't it happen?

Well, maybe I didn't have the nerve at the time, I just decided

not to go.
Okay, now were you still in high school when you began to ?

That's true, I was going to Lanier at the time, Lanier High
School.

Did you finish at Lanier?

Yes, I did. I started at Lanier in 1925, that was the first
year of Lanier High.

The first year was 1925?

1925.

‘So then you graduated in '29?

e §
1931 I finished Lanier High, Professor James Gooden was the
Principal at that time. The beginning of ses®®l; Professor
Rodgers was our first principal.

Do you know his first name?

Don't remember. Professor Rodgers left Jackson and went to
Cantony I.think, Rodgers High School is named after him, I
think he passed, I don't remember his first name.

Now did you ever decide to go on to school further?

Yes, I wanted to, but I was working at the time. At that

—d b

I lost a year because of an illness, an accident I had.

but I wanted to do something else, sometimex .
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time my father was operating three barber shops in Jackson, ijﬁb;£;t5
and he wanted me to manage one of them, which I didh't, e 1
wasn't so enthusied about it but he insisted that I and

I did. That shop was operated on the corner of Chufch and

Farish, I worked there, m;i;ziéiiiu I would save some money _

7

and go to Southern, I wéﬁted to go to Southern University.
In Baton Rouge?

Yes. As time went on and I was making money, being a barber
and going to Lanier High, I had a lot of friends. I operated

| — that shopgiuntil 1949. I got rid of that. I realized that

the world was blgger than a path around a—besber—shSp, a
barber chair, so I wanted to do something else. My experience

as a barber learned me qulte a few thlngs, i?ifccag—i»
degpise, tedespis Gidn dke-the—idea, 1 of the

supplies that I got came from whlte establishments. Some of
the supplies came from houses in New Orleans, Baton Rouge,

Mobile, and Memphis, salesmen selling equipment for barbers
and beauty shopjschools. I decided well if that man can do

it . so can'I, 1t s a larger field. -¥was-baek—im comfertable

bivi§§I2I>ia§g;ﬁe;ﬁﬁ§:§gman* I wanted to do something else
so the idea came to,be supply man myself. That idea laid

in my mind, I bet fgu two or three years before I decided

to do something about it. Hav%ag—been—marr&eé—at_tbac_tkme
conversation—with—your—wife about things. I decided to do

it myself, some black man ought to have this type of business,
I think—it—is—a goed-business, that stayed on-my-mind—fer—a
long-times I said, it-leeks—Ilike nobedy else is interested
maybe I ought to start doing it myself and I-did. Let me go
back a little bit, during the time of the war, 1940, 41, 42,
and 43, business was very good and we worked from can to
can't. I would open my shop about 7:00 and would stay there
until around 10:00. You know, at the time there was afAir

se here , alot of sediders were here, so it was a lot of
business, work, work, work, having the opportunity to make
a little money. I kind of over,hdid myself, cause—i—wore=my
feefreat~—staﬁding,“I_aad_some_iQQL,tyaﬂfh}r4#gu;4eaily
made me-get—away-. — I had this idea to go-inte-the supplty
business, this-was a good opportunitys—so-I -did. I had a
struggling business starting in 1950. I operated Conic's
Beauty and Barber Supply, in fact, my business was named
first, Superior Service and Supply Company. I named it
that because my barber shop was named Superior Barber Shop.
Later on with my wife, she said, "You don't have anything
in your name, why don't you name it after your own name?"
I thought this was a good idea, so I moved from where I e
was on Farish Street next door to Farish Street Baptist
Church, which is where my business began. I named it
Conic's Beauty and Barber Supply and I operated that business
until 1975 and I sold it to two men who worked for me,<&Seh

by ol

e 6}\\




CONIC, Frank 11

A0 & “€)kA**“i/bi—/
Conic: e

is still in operation.

Harrison: Who are the owners now?
; aRRe
Cor.c: The owner/now iw, Willie Broome and Albert Hart.
Harrison: Now, when you decided to go into business for yourself who

were your supoliers?

Conic: Well, I got my supplies directly from the manuﬁae%uréﬁ#’%o

middle man.

f

; v
Harrison: You were the middle man. Then did ycu become a supplier for

barber and beauty places here in Jackson, at that timel

Conic: No. My idea was, and I did fulfill my 1dea}to supply barber
and beauty shops in the state of Mississippi, and my area
N4 {;/LAA,1W‘was a hundred mlles‘ﬁhéts-of Jackson. It took me a long time
e to get it establlshed it was a lot of work and I have to
give a lot of credit to my wife, who worked with me right by
my side, in fact, we worked very very hard, ¥ almost—effesied
my—w&fe*s—hesifha Inwﬁaef;:t£—youauQ;k=£aa;=ha£d—aaé=éeu;€—
Cmmmfvfh_xnn gets f‘n1d you may not-—realize =

it~ In establishing that bublness I worked sometimes eighteen
hours a day to get started, if anything is heavy you have to
shovel it off you to get started, and this is very very hard
work. My 1dea was to operate and supply all that I could,
, } e cause, I wasn't going to get all the businesses, don' t need
all the businesses. The-bhlaek arbe AUEY—8hHOpsS .
in-Mississippiz We were the first complete beauty and barber
supply in Mississippi, very few in the whole country. Since
we're talking about that, we=gawre, Conic's Beauty and Barber
upply,*a lot of the things we are enjoying now. We gave the

i«
Qc;{ %€L 1LJN&)DL’ first permanent; we brought the first to Jackson
,€,45L4>ﬂ G amd ;t#LL‘”[*;j;i

,Vﬁ£4<'£~,buﬁhﬂazﬂ4~

‘JkkixﬁbAﬂzﬂHarrlson. Permane?iqﬁ?r women?
*

D ‘J& Lt va - ¢ - AN

Conic: : Yes;f%hat's right. I think, one of the first esemg the whole .
country. The first cne we used was made by Helene Curtis.—
Vlb) : b“lineL'"““;~ﬂu<arn F=mamiceUJexperimental ket and 1

\Q;EZQ&L :f;E'MISSLbDlyyl wag o0.e ¢f the bestfg§¥§§’§ﬁh coulld gest 1< g
¢/ ' without having much kickback. I have some plctures of those
demonstrations, with demonstrations of beauticians from all
over the state and some out of the state.

Harrison: You would supply the service to this, demonstration?
Conic: Yes. Probably five or six demonstrations a ye at, and they

were free, didn't cost them anythihg. We Sé¥vieed some of
the best artlsQ{NTT'over the country, New York, California,

AN
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ﬁ'“ :

Conic: Chicagoy le=just mentiomed st , techicians Were comhon
wOor . _I think, I know—f-fact,
we wexa‘_he flrst perm i 394984 3 e
fir The name of the product was

Ever-Perm made by Helene:Curtis.

Harrison: What was the attitude of black beauticians at the time you

gave the fir, t demons*rat10n7
Conic: (j)z% L&W was well recelved.

Harrison: When was that}about the late 1950's and 1960's.

Conic: That—was—tire=tate=+950.  About the middle of '1950's!
1955-60, when they began. Most of our demonstrations were
done at the Elks Rest, we had more than two hundred people
there, to Jackson the first hair spray

we cgme
Q*k5w44 . QJ““Tﬁ)r {lﬁA/C/ﬂ \KJL«/Q,.
Harrison: Black hair? J v n
Conic: ‘4o, Black hair. Black beauticians didn't use The first
\ C?TLLPQLQFZ product of that was called ) I~caa—t—%ha;da&ﬂé&éa::name—&éis

euag;aﬁﬂi:ttﬁreaiiy Aniet-ei-=§¥EE§ *iiihénk. we' were the

,Qz first to bring to the market I think about a lot the money
;t I missed by not knowing, 1 you have a new product sometime
V you can demand®*certain amount of money or franchlse to

)j§39¢wa/' establlsh a neQ product
SQ_/LEdzézigf:gé:ﬁeﬁ:?roﬁutEsz

Harrison: What you're saying is, you didn't have the foresight to demand
the franchise?

X

Conic: Yes;— i id-later
latched-a-lot-of royalities if T had known. That's what—

experience-shouid do to you. -

Conic: I'm trying to think of another item that I think was the first
one, Artra.

Harrison: What is it now?

Conic: Artra. Artra is a bleach.

Harrison: On!

Conic: We were, I think, the first demonstrators of th;t. We sold

a lot of it. Conic's Beauty and Barber Supply # the first

— é .
e
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Conic: “~asers of Ultra Sheen. The flrst demﬁnftréiéfs of Johnson
Products, im—fact; befere—theixr, v ot made

' d—i-t—we \i tra Wave for Men and men only
That was before Ultra Sheen, and we sold that. Later on
Ultra Sheen came out and it was a very good product and
has been very popular the world over.

Harrison: Now, it sounds like you rendered a great service.  How
would you evaluate the quality of service you rendered to
black barber and beauty companies or shops relatively to
what was available to them prior to your entering the

business?
Conic: Well, allow me to\say this, I, have always believed this,
you need to do a'service, nof e idea of making money,

i : - :
you'll make money if you do a service, a worth while service,

and I've always believed that. To—de=a=f€ai=sa¥sa£ma_qgaL7
will-make—money. Sometimes-—people=go—inte—business—to—mrke

don't know what kind of service they're-deing—just—want—to-

make some-momwey. I think, the first thing is do a worthwhile
service, aad=@=gWialc, I have always believed that and we've'’
always tried to do that.

-

Now, you -asked a little question, maybe I can answer it now.

Harrison: Okay. I was concerned about your evaluation of the quality
of service that you rendered to the black barber shop and
beauty shops, as compared to the service that was given by
the white suppliers before you entered the business.

Conic: I think, it's a different thing, easse=F—sirink, Gur service
was real conscientious, aglet—of—the-whites—werent—interestad
atmatd~ 1 remember dsms in 1955, I went to New York,
Clariol gave us scme tickets, there was a show going,at that
time. I joined the Barber and Beauty Institute, at that time
I found out thereiﬁﬁgu%hly two black people in this industry
at this time. - That's aﬂindustry that belonged to the suppliers,

- You can go to thlS g;g;

and buyAQQE_;; = =22 rese products ;
thiag 1 had the chance to go to New York to thlS show. At

that time I was haaée%tng\glgzi?l, too. We<were—gesting somge

P
The main topic of that show was carried on, &/lhink, about
three days. They (felaized)they had gone to the limit
as their product%asaéﬁhcerned We have overlooked million.4—
of dollars that /we haven't even looked at, you got to get
this business, and that was the Black Market. Before then

| o i
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Conic: the manufaetures weren'tggziifii:id in the Black Market.

That was the main thrust of these meetings to get the Black

"Market. The manufactures weren't maling anything especially
AAAAAmw%aZﬁ;u“VNA' for the Black Market, very few Wad‘doing that. During the
' beginning of my business, I sold only hair oil, curling wax,
shampoo, hair pens, combs and scforth Fie-ehat. All the
thlngs like people are using now,curly curls, waves and soforth Lb%ﬂ(
Wm:i;ﬂEﬁvwwwﬁ;””Tfln That only %egan around 1960 or before o>
but now it's a big market, newe. .

Harrison: Now, I have a question about that. When you had your barber v%f::gzg,
shop how would white salesmen approach you?

Conic: I'm glad you eatd ‘that. Quite often a man would come in and
say, 'What you want boy, what you boys want today’" well,
sometimes they would Joke’but the respect wasn't Wh&ﬁiit—47/&/u¢¢k/

Ol % should have been,«!HUh-ak_ that was~eﬁewuf”fﬁﬁ‘gaeé—901nts

Harrison: Were there more than one or two people who came around to
sell you products?

Conic: Oh, yes. This business has always been a competitive business.
There-was quite a few establlshments that have been here for
years and years.. L'1l. i i

there use te-be—a—>__ arber—aﬂdjggant$=&upg;g
xb}M o v rad

Harrison: White? /QAkJax‘<&4n«4A¢_
Conic: Yese Wt My father, would—send—us—there

to ometimes the g

of @g_g_,_b_ur we_use to go the store to get—it; TOUrse—you

still h S i ow. A sa

on you sometimes; and s uldn't maybe it .

their business to attract them. ——

Harrison: So you were in business as a barber on Farish Street, who
were your competitors on the street§ with barber shops other
than the Conic's?

Conic: At that time in supplies you're speaking of?

2
yaEneiD ;

Harrison: Further back.
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Coaic: As a barber?

Hnarrison: 'Yes, as a barber.

Conic: Yes, barber shops were all over town.

Harrison: Now, when you went into.being a supplier did any other blacks
catch on to this idea? '

Conic: Well, there was one even beforé‘then,“Mr. Garrett,iggtharrett ﬁ?
Garrett Products. j

Harrison: Garrett Products?

Conic: Yes, they're stiil in operation. Mr. Garrett & a very fine

man, matter of fact, he was a competitor, oibw=eesmsc. We got
along very fine, wasn't anything between us. Mr. Garrett
made a product and he sold some other products also. He sold
equipment, he made a very good contribution to the trade.

My business, & A2 complete barber and beauty
supply , we sold trom hair clamps to complete shops, the
smallest thing to the largest thing, everything that is used
in the shop.< .,

-

Harrison: ? Why did you go into barbering business or beautician business
contributing you with the supply?

Conic: , Anything you want.

Harrison: This Mr. Garrett, where is his business?

Conic: On Pearl Street.

Harrison: Is it still there?

Conic: Yes, it's still there. I think, Mr. Harris, is a distributor
of it now, John Harris. ;

Harrison: Oh, yes.

Conic; Mrs. Garrett, still lives, Mr. Garrett has passed away.
She is still a manufacturer of the product.

Harrison: What was the product?

Conic: Pressing oil, waxes, shampoo, and so- forth those sort of

things.

P
I

Harrison: Now, I know, that you weren't the only ¢product 1i E)on
Farish Street, who were some of the other premient black

T b, promivect
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leaders in that community?
Well, I can go way back before 1920. Maybe, you've heard
of Mr. Rusler, Harry Rusher.

No, I don't believe, I don't think so.

n
He %the first and only bakery in Jackson.
him?

You heard about

The bakery, yes. I have

Is it Rusher, how do you spell it?
heard. ;
Rusher.

How is it spelled.

S /
It's spelled, R—F=C=H—E—R—R=S=H=F=R. {(A;4z/%v£/L_

I had heard the name of the bakery but I didn't know, gc on
and tell me atfit it.

I was very small but I remember him, he was very outstanding.
All of this that I'm talking about now was in the first block,
where the Federal Building is, from Farish to Amite Street.

The bakery was in this area?

Let me go right down on the east side
There

Yes, within that area.
of the street as I can remember, I might miss some.

was %Eﬁzﬁﬁfzﬁfr Place, City Barber Shop.

That's your barber  shop? :
That's rlght/)Mia:leéézmézgketJ Cafe dj . G
Pocket's Hair?

Restaurant er—cafe, you've heard of that?

Right, I'd)gotten the name, I just didn't know the fellow.

His name wasy Myles Procter. He owned a business and a
profitable business, he operated twenty four hours a day.

What kind of foods would they serve?

Breakfast, dinner, supper and sandwiches.

Any specialities?—

r,-/(_/&‘w&_.

St
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Yes, they had a special Sunday dinner. I rememberl a very
nopular thing that people would get there, sasuage and rice

which was about fifteen cents at that time. ‘\\,/¢”A“”&/ka7}*i

Was this a breakfast or dinner?

No, anytime you wanted it.

Anytime you wanted sasuage and rice?

Ham and rice, weiners and rice (smile).
Rice was a special at that time.
Yes, that's right it was.

It was cheap and fulfilling and it was very popular at that
time. It would beat a Big Mac, I'm telling you (laughs).

Only fifteen cents and your drink was a nickle at that

time. He made a sandwich,ham or either pork, or a combination
which was a double-deck sandwich.

With just plain bread, which you called light bread?

Bread, that's right, and meat, mustard or either mayonise, p
and pickle, which everem® you wanted. ,H~L~16A~4“*/Q*L
J

Did it have lettuce and tomatoes in it?

Yes, they had that too, if you wanted it. A sandwich like
that would cost only fifteen cents and it was really a meal
in itself. Your regular meal or dinner was only thirty-£five
cents, that was daily.

¢

This was the '20/s now, I guess.

After you leave that cafe there was the Alamo Theatre,

; Eit was owned by a white man, his name was Belljlt was operated

and managed by a black man, by the name of John Gray.
Is Mr. Gray still living, or do you know?

Later on

No, neither of those two people are still living.
that theatre was bought by Arthur Laymon, a white man.
Eventually they moved on Amite Street, they moved again on
Farish, ahiz%ris still there.

What you're saying is initially it was on the east side of
Farish Street, it would be facing the Federal Building.

Leaving that was Latham Funeral Home.

e

Yes ,=ma%.
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Harrison: So Latham started around here too?

Conic: Yes, he was there. Upstairs was Dr. Miller, this Dr. f:/xti
Miller's daddy. DBe—Milder—that—was—on-the—eerner.

Harrison: You're talking about the Miller Family that lives on
Rbobinson Street now? ;

Conic: That's right.

R

Harrison: Their father's office was down there, frem Latham Funeral
Home.

Conic: Yes, within that same block.

Harrison: Building? Was it in that same building?

Conic: I think/ it's part of that same building.

Harrison: Now, what is Latham's first name, this person that started
this funeral home? '

Conic: B. L., I think;.I'm:not sure.

Harrison: Okay.

Conic: Then there was Bynum's Shoe Shop, shoe‘ repair.

Harrison: Did Bynum have any other business down there?

Conic: No, I don't remember. Then there was a man down there
by the name of John Hatch. He was a jewerter. He sold
and repaired watches. "i*bt&ﬁt&ij}/

Harrison: Was he a black man?

: (O P B

Conic: Yes. In fact,; the man happen=te=Be my uncle.

Harrison: Now, his name is Hatch?

Conic: John Hatch. JL

Harrison: What did he have inside the shop other than watches? Jzﬁé:;; LT}'
gr-oEhey Rind oot 1 '

5 7
Conic: wfi”LqJeﬁzg&y. At that time clockfaas very popular, home clock4 .

He repaired and sold those

Harrison: You were talking about your father being an officer in the

- /w“’;\ . "/Z -
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Chrisq: Holiness Church.

My father was %34,1/%ﬁ¢4‘, . He later on distributed /Kz
the Chicago Defencder and the Pittsburg Courier, Ebony and o—Chen_

so-ferth-iite—that . He got out of the barber business after
about 50 years, he got tired of it. He=wanted—outside—mose.
My father was robbed and killed in 1949, no 1948 not so far
from where ¥%am=right=row. ,ji44nx, i::&k_ ZJ«vuh/vx/LzLL e

Mo )

»

He was carrying the papers around?

Yes. This boy wanted to steal a car and ;%b somebody to
elope with a girl. My father just happen*to be the target.
It happen, early in the evening, about first dark.

What position had he held in the church?

P

He was a trustee and a Deacon.

He also Bed other offices
through the years. -

Is that a very young church?

No, the church is about 85 years old. It is about 86

years old now.

The denomination itself is 86 years old or just the church?
a X(_’ L/C/./l/L,, b*&i

Now, so far as you know, your father has always been affiliated
with the church?

Yes.

Your mother worked with the church also?
Yes. -

What kind of positions did she hold?

I don't remember. I don't know of any outstanding offices.
;Ehe women in the church and ail.

And a part-of-the-

She was just one

and-soforth.

Harrison:

Conic:

0f the two parents, which one do you think) had the greater
moral impact on your life?

They both had their contributions ,<F@Essuse—ef=it, I think,
my father did. I loved and respected both, they had their roles.

Al
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Now, as a young boy, if you were going to be disciplinew}_
by anyone, who did it?

It was my father. 1In fact, I useﬁto beg my mother to whip
me, rather than report me. He was very sincere, could be

severe almost. I had a wonderful daddy, I have no regrets.

When your father was carrying the paper, was there anyone
else in this business, I just thought about it?

I don't think it was anybody at the time. It was thought
for awhile that some white people did that because at
that time people didn't want newspaperfcirculated in this
area. That wasn't the fact of it, I don't think so.

Was the person white or black that killed him?

Black. It was a young fellow.

So, he just needed a car?

That's what it all seems to boil down to.

What happened to the young man?

He was caught in Chicago, and was given life in Parchman.
He served twenty years of it.

Then he got off?
I heard about his death not toolong ago,

He didn't live here, he
I didn't know

Yes, he got off.
about two or three years ago.
finally came here, I think, he diéd here.
him, I saw him because of the trial.

Now, about your mother, did she ever have any interest,

‘like taking over the business or controlling the business?

Not at all.
She was the traditionalfly mother.
Yes, that stayed home.

Was taking care of the house? )

I never seea my mother anywhere but home.

X (laughs)

Right.

Another area before you quit on me, there are a lot of things
we could talk about relative to the Farish Street area. There

Db
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Harrison: must have been some social life once you finished high
school and you managed the barber shop and all. Where
would you go for entertalnment, let's sav Saturday night
you work ti’l 10:00 and you're tired, maybe you wanted to

‘ go out on the town, what would you do?

Conic: There was parties, clubs, club parties, dances, games,
baseball and football games, @f=cewrse, I always likejto
travel, still like that now, bwe=far—es—prepasation, I like
good music, I like good entertaimment, I like good Ebm53¥7

Harrison: If you'went out in the Farish Street area, where would
you go?
Conic: Now?
/
Harrison: No, well let's say when you took over the business in 1930's,

, was there any place down there you would go out for
an evening?

Conic: I imagine I had friends that I would meet and talk.
Harrison: Where would you meet?
Conic: One of our favorite places was at the drugstore, Lindsey's

Drugstore where Dr, Harmon is now. All in that block there
-4~ @ee businesses and nice, what we called sociable area were Lu-
friends would meet.

Harrison: Do you remember the Crystal Palace?

Conic: T :des

Harrison: Did you ever go there?

Conic: Yes, I have. I remember when it was built and the man

who built it.

Harrison: Tell me about it. Was it Hodges'? s
Conic: Claude Hodges. I lived on the same street, diagonallygéﬁzaa
\Q;mw/enaubécck So, I have known Mr. Hodges all my life.

Harrison: What kind of man was he, is he just a business man?
Conic: Yes. Mr. Hodges had a grocery store near Smith Robertson /€ kﬂﬂ/e{
on Bloom Street. Apparently, Mr. Hodges was a very thrifty

man and he had aminterest in investing. I understand that
he had some property in Chicago and some here. Among those

5 0
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things, he owned a building. He saw the need for it,amd
<tawas-. It served a very good purpose at that time. Of
course, that was the place to go at that time.

Do you remember when the Crystal Palace opened?

I can only guess, about 1930.«- .

What did it look like, specificallv, when you walked into
the Crystal?

It was a beautiful place.

If we wanted to decorate it like it was in 1930, what would
we have to put in it?

I think that is kinda' of hard for me. I don't know. I am
not that gifted to evaluate a thing like that.

Were there paintings on the wall?

No, there wasn't. I don't think they had any paintings.

What about the ceiling, did it have a crystal bail?

Did you éver attend any social affairs there.in the ‘30{;?

Quite a few. . .

What kind of affairs did you attend? AL/&/bé/\:idjagﬁhp
Wr'/ >

Club dances, parties, and seritieéwéffairs.

The big band, do you ever remember them coming there?

Sure, that was the only place that they came.

On Farish Street would be the Crystal Palace?

Right. Louis Armstrong, Chic Webb.

Who was Jake Webb?

Chic Webb, Earl Hines, Duke Ellington and all the popular

ones at that time. I don't know ing about when they
came. aQ

I was trying to think of a man to ask yo /about, but I can't
think of his name now. I want to go back to Mr. Hodges and
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Harrison: the store he had on Bloom Street, where was it, do you
know what part of Bloom Street? Would it be in front of
Smith Robertson Schocl or on the other end towards Church
Street?

Conic: North, on the end of Bloom Street. De—yeu—know where——=—

Harrison: Toward Church Street?

Conic: Yes, he lived on the corner of Church and Bloom.

Harrison: On the east?

Conic: On the north east corner, no, the south east corner.

Harrison: Okay, got it.

Conic: His store was right behind his home.

Harrison: Was there anything different about his store than im of the
other stores in the area?

Conic: No, just a neighborhood storge. On thing I can remember though,

23

Mr. Hodges made what we call”a Sardine Loaf.
didn't have sliced bread, bread was just a loaf. Mr. Hodges
I don'tthow it got started, but everybody liked his Sardine

Loaf, at school or otherwise, shey-would-meke—a-bunch. The

At that time we

way you do it waé{%ut the @&dside of the loaf of bread G§§&HA;&
: yow=RFew, just pull it and 1lift it out, whether—you-wanted =
Sf% QEMVQZQ“%{,AMJQ&{f{&£two cans or one can of sardines, tedd=irim—pew—wemt-twoc. Put )EﬁQ;

A)MAJ;AX/AGagsssn on the bottom andjtéke a slice of that bread and make
A a layer and put that on, in that he would put pickles, hot
sauce, vinegar saucej and that was some real good eating.

Harrison: Now, you're the first person that described that to me, how
you do it. (laughs) ; |

Conic: . Tyou-ce 2t , I thipk he just charged you
for the material that went into - >

Harrison: Didn't charge you anything extra?

Conic: No. Maybe a nickle more, I think it was a nickle more.

Harrison: Now was those large loaves of bread, like we have now or
smaller loaves.

Conic: It wasn't very long, I guess, you would call it a smaller
loaf.

Harrison: A small loaf?
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Conic: Yes. The regular loaves were only a nickle, the sardines
were only a nickle.

Harrison: So you paid fifteen cents and got you a nice sardine loaf.
Conic: That's right.
Harrison: What would you eat with this? F,
‘ Bthenr
Conic: Nothing, you don't need nothing. (laughs) Ause to make

aMPyster loaf like that.

Harrison: Mr. Hodges use to do that?
Conic: No, he diﬁgt do that, but I'll tell you a man who did.
Harrison: Who?
Conic? David Sheppherd.
Harrison: The Sheppherd Kitchen? Vil
¢
Conic: Yes. Long time ago Mr. Sheppherd useXto be the chﬁggijigk
of amdutstanding white restaurant, The Panpaize: G%L~;tavg,q,{»
Harrison: Where was this, here in Jackson?
Conic: Yes, it was on Capitol Street. It was a white establishment,
Whﬂﬂ ALﬁkL’- ¢;4444Q but Mr—Hodges was the cheif cookj he was known as the
oA JLjf best cook in Jackson. C)uﬁ'r
Harrison: Now was this Mr. Hodges, or Mr. Sheppherd?
Conic: Mr. Sheppherd. He usgkto make apfoyster loaf, made the same
WaYCLA/’;tJLL_/L¢/u&¢L«~/L—-&;ﬂ»fi P
Harrison: Did he ever serve this in his cafe? 1£A)VL£/
Conic: - I thinkg he us o make it and sell it, eawse I know my
father gse&to buy it sometimes, yeusdkmow. It was prepared

in the restaurant.
Harrison: So you would use coocked oysters, pickles.

Conic: Catsup, and all those good dressingfénd things that gogs with
it. It's made the same way.

| g
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There was Shepard's Kitchen on Farish Street, where was
1E7

L ;%: was on Farish Street right
above the Crystal Palace. The first one was on the west
side of the street. He eventually quit working for this
man and started business for himself.

-+

You said it was first on the west side of the street?

Yes, between Farish Street Baptist Church--south of Farish
Street Baptist Church in the middle of the block. You
know where that vacant place is?

That parking lot?
AL ] L&’f’ﬁ’
There % a building there and that !s-known as the Kodbts
Building(?)

Who is Kodh? 6/0/664/,7

Conic: Ggéfig:ésls—wes—-Mrs. %%gb was a beautician who had a beauty

Harrison:

Conic:

Harrison:

A #yb(;LARQ)t;L/LN

v

Conic:

S

school in part of that building. %ﬁ?art of that was for
rent. E*LUL

So, he rented it and started his business there. Are
any of the Shepard's still around?

No, Mr. Shepard didn't have any children. He had a brother

that I know about. The onl¥§ztfi§ I remember“%ﬁlhlm and

his brother.

If you were contemplating on going into busiﬁ/ss down in the
Farish Street area, and you wanted to have some of the old
speeiatites that you remember from the 1920%s and '30%s, food
that people prepared, that people might like to buy today,

.other than the sardine loaf and the oyster loaf, what other
.things would you specialize in?

Well, I can only think of that type of business, but I can ‘
tell you what I like, I don't think it would be a good business¥ hsa/
et me say this first, for a black man to survive he doesn't !
need the black business he needs the public business. 1If
you can create a business that would attract Jackson, black
and whitetygia Se'%gie to survive and make good. You-mentiomed
3 Bet s—good, I like shrimp.

I mentioned first the importance of doing a needed service, | %ﬁfwjﬁyb,
outstanding service, in that way you can ¥
I have known some places € , where

people have prepared shrimp -WWWWM; A person with a bu IHEaS'
like that, I think, @t would jattract bu51nebsL¢AA, ; EZ

Se et g J=lhs
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Was there ever a place on Farish Street where you could
havevﬁmi%rlier?
No it wasn't, not as'a specalitxﬁgma»

Since you have informed me that this is the last side,
I did want to pull one other area, there are a lot .of
things I need to go off into. You're a good narrative,
you remember things well.

You kind of caught me off guard. Maybe you got me kind of
nervous. (laughs)

\QP, it's nothing to be nervous about, we just talk. (la 1s)

Serious),, about Big,Apple right ag¢ross from Central urch,
the n fhat started that is one%the Mexiedian th came to
Jackso -

Yes, the wvid

Now, is that Edward Lee something?
No.

fnow where Big Apple Inn is, I'm
was that started it, is it his

No? What was the name?
trying to think who the m

n, his wife is a black
fact, his grandson's
his son is retired,

black, of cgurse. It was a black communi

as he larger than average size man?

Sh
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No, small/ maybe kind of fat. T dén't know how he got his
name. Before then he use to make hot tamales and have a

~cart and/go on the streets and people would buy. Have you

s 1

Harrison:

Conic:

ever seéh those hot tamales carts?

\

No. >

It's made\very much like--it As very much like a cart that
that you use in the supermarket. It is made ‘out /of wood.
The éheels of\it is just l@ke Siqycle wheels,'Qefinitely
homemade. He had a big pah of hot\tamales that\ he made.
He would go around the area and sell “them. Most\of the
Mexican did that after they got through w
jobs. They mad jobs\ for themselves by makKing hot tamales.

This man is one of t

Harrison: ——Se;—hesurvived? _
Cegles - ¥eg. -

Harrison: _Apparently, the response in the Black community was very
geod— \

Conic: Yess5—tt—was. £ ~ Aa young man Farish Street was
a booming business area. )

Harrison: If someone were to revive that, how would you look upon
that? 1In the effort to revive Farish Street some of us
think that to take it back historically and do .some of
those things would give it character. How would you view
thati—

Conic: I don't have the vision to think about it right now. I

think it can be done. We are living in a different area
than we uselto. You remember the horse and buggy, it

is to slow, it couldn't make it now. to be a different
approach altogether. You have people now who have had

more schooling , more skills! you have to have skills
inorder to survive. 01d skills wouldn't match today's
skills. Agf ereating—an-atmosphere-—e i

Now, I tell you if you're going to do it, roll up your
sleeve and get ready to work and don't be afraid of getting
dirty as far as work is concerned. Success is not an
accident, very few people accidently do things. 1If you're
going to do anything worthwhile, try to plan it and be
willing% to work for it. I propose this question now, is
today's black people willing to workjﬂj% not forget it.

e
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Harrison: Some of them.

Conic: Do you bLelieve me then?

Harrison: Yes, I think so, un hum.

Conic: A lot of our people?&q&t things but, they want it handed
to them.

Harrison: Right, thg}'s true.

Conic: That'gxgést;

Harrison: Well, now those of us who are interested in working, what

we would like is, how to do it, you know, like what to
create and the information that you've given me about the
colorful things on Farish Street, if work the ideas in to
something like the French Quarters, only the French Quarters
were never in Jackson. We would have to find out what was
in Jackson, that is why I keep asking you these questions in
searching for the, flavor of what it was. If that can be
captured it maybejpossible market.

Conic: Mrs. Harrison, I've seen the French Quarters, I'd hate to
see Farish Street be a French Quarter.

Harrison: What do you dislike about it?

Conic: I doa"t think ...
Harrison: Yes, I think, I understand. > uzﬁi£54y&\
Conic: T thlnkﬁ we need something that 1sé;z;;:Z;eive that will Eit
today's market in order to survive. Y« o
1&&;g_seaseﬁ:ﬁﬂézmekeqmauab. Jkﬁh%n#g:nhee—weanaed think

,bAk¢AﬂAw4AL4’556§E$Mc0arthy—Holman, now it's st Jltney Jungle and Ware-

VQ~XLX’ house. I remember S. P. McRae,now it's jmst McRae's. S. P.
_ McRae, that aydEebpe humble storé, I remember it, I use{to

buy from S. P. McRae, the father of Richard McRae and his

brothers ] . McRae was living now, he couldn t e /lA“A”/L“‘”“’
McRae' sk* e woutda't—have —you_coutdn .  We got niaX

o have a new breed of people who have bu51ness' 1gher than

my daddy. If fact, my daddy usékpo say, I think of it still,

you all are supposejto start from my shoulder not from the

ground, I'm starting from the ground, you build from my

shoulder up. I think that's what McRae did. I understand

that Henry Ford didn't want to go any further than the

T-Model He gave us the Mercury and the L1ncoln, so I

o ”_as_ﬂ__,»a
(;I§“2\AC;9~ ~ think in those terms.
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You were talklt% abouttJac& Y?ﬁﬁwl

Yes, he workedxﬁhaee when he was going to school.
Jack Young, Sr. the 1awyer)thevattorney?
The lawyer.

He was working for Mr. Bynum?

That's right, in the evenings ,=yee=gmeow, as a boy.
What was he doing, learning to repair watches?

No, shoes.

Oh, okay now I'm back, I'm with you.

Mr. Bynum was a shce man.

At that time on the corner there was
Grocery Store, they were white. Me

and Holman

Right, now where is the grocery store?

a0
This is & grocery store on the corner«xAA?ﬁANUwiatf-.

Of Amite and ?
Amite and Farish.
That's still on the east side?

That's right. Now McCarthy Holman isggginey Jungle Warehouse.
: A

They had the warehouse down on Mill Street, didn't they?

It was small,
that time. That business has grown into Jitney Jungle ©

Warehouse. I don't think that was the first of the stores,
they had other stores too. I understand their first store
was started on Adell and Grayson Street, which is Lamar now.

I -think,

Now, where is Adell, is that a street now?

That is as far as you go ‘on Lamar Street and Adell goes right
into Millsaps, I}m trying to locate it.

Yes, I know now.

AN
W
Let me see what else,there was.LM,*7K4/

N, 0>

that was a grocery store that they had, at \
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Cenic: I was thinking about the,wites start small and yet
they're able to grow, grow, grow.

Harrison: That is interesting.
Conic: I was thinking about some other businesses here in Jackson,
small businessesAnoY’,main businesses. -

Harrison: Yes, we have that potential.

Conic: Yes, that's one thing I talk about alot. I think about
) this, the fault ofjbusiness opportunities, our business-Z<-
\ usually last only one generation. It takes a generation

~~to make a nueulas for a business. I've noticed through

AN IR, MJO*A/L the years that every business negroes have ever started
here lastione generation and it's dead and gone with , the
exception of one or two. 2

ef—the—two. k \
Harrison: What are they?
Conic: Peoples's Funeral Home is one, Collins is one. The other

ones usually last only one generation. I'm proud—I-was-a
barbe:ﬂhemanaJﬂ;J3m:m;Aim>saf?%y—bustness::Enfn;eﬂﬂatEiy,
I don't have-any children.— : ; \})’ﬁ“

Now, I can get yocu on,the other sideex . I forgot one
more thing on the‘ﬁﬁﬁzﬁside)there was ‘North Carolina Mutual
Insurance Company, and there was Doctor Owen, a dentist.
Harrison: Who ran the North Carolina Mutual Insurance Company?

Conic: Mr. Bob Garrett, the same man that owned Garrett Products,
and a man by the name of Cox, I don't remember Mr. Cox's
name. Those two men were the managers of the insurance
company. I believe, that's all that was on that side,

Harrison: So that's over there where the parking garage is now?

Conic: That's true. Let's go on to the other side. There was
Dr. Redmond's Drug Store.

Harrison: That was on the corner?
Conic: No, it wasn't on the corner, but just off the cormer.
There‘ﬁhs one or two other places there. At that time

there was a bank on the corner.

Harrison: What was the name of the bank?

L,
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Comnic: Merchant Bank.

Harrison: Merchant's Bank?

Conic: Yes.

Harrison: Is this a white or black bank?

Conic: White.

Harrison: This was in the 20s?

Conic: , .That’s right.

Harrison: Do you have any recollection of anybody having said
that in that general area was a black bank at some
point?

Conic: There was. That was before my time. I don't remember.

I-have—some, I know some things about it.

Harrison: Could you tell me what you heard?

Conic: I think it was on Capital Street. I have a book
of Dr. Redmond that tells quite a bit about that
bank.

Harrison: I wish you would share that with me at some point,
or let me xerox out of it.

Conic: IArat%er do that because I've had some books that got
away from me and I don't want that*% . but I would
like to share it with you.

Harrison: You can xerox it? Rt

Conic: . ¥é8T1Y be glad to do” 4L,

Harrison: Well, we can continue. I just want to get every

1ittle bit that I can.

g oA
That dfug store was secon ember—th

iams .

Harrison: Now he, the pharmacist, was working in Redmond's
drug store?

Conic: That's right. Dr. Redmond and Dr. Williams, Two
pharmacists were there. ,They did a wonderfuf job.
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It was clean and beautiful, first class. Leaving

that, there were several barber shops, and upstairs

there were two dentists. Two brothers, Johnson
Pr=—>Fchmson. 1 don't remember their names. I .
should know their initials bu* I don't right now. :

There was a Dr. Barnes that pasg¥just'ﬁ,few year5¢ﬁ?p49.

R

That's Theodore B;

a7

: S There—was Dr. Redmond. Now at

that time Dr. Redmond was practicing law. He was

a medical doctor and he was a lawyer. He went back

to school and got law and he practiced law. It's

‘a long story about why he stopped pract1c1ng T
: «4&_____-ﬂ-=p. == re < He was

a wonderful doctor. Then there was Dr Johnson, a

medical doctor, R. L. Johnson. ;

Could you tell me about this story? I thought you
were going to tell me about Dr. Redmond becoming a
lawyer.

Well, I thought I would make it very short. {gﬁﬁiﬁgﬁ_
Eam 4 rue Dr. Redmond %§sehe ,&7£xv

U A

klnd ‘of man that comes once in a generation, very

sharp man. -f=e=derstand there was a white girl in

Jackson who had some=dise=mse-er some; complaint

that no doctor could do anything fof&g%d someone
recommended Dr. Redmond. They said he was a good
doctor, and believejif anybody could do any good
it was him. I understand that he was used,én:zthzg
Sh

got alrlght, got well and

&chaused him to iﬂ:,@/&f

praCtlwzl W
Something 1like malpractice?

I don't know what it was. He wasn't no quack, I mean
he was well schooled. I think he went to the Univer- )

sity of Illinois I think before he got his practiceas— —A— Ady
Anyway, he stopped practicing medicine and went back :
to school and got a law degree. Jackson feared :

Dr. Redmond because he was extremely shrewd. I know

you've heard th the doctor was quite successful
financial He had a large holding. He was a very

QL*JL suitable n.  He usg&to know how to do things.

v
Harrison:

Conic:

His law office was up there where he had practiced
medicine?

Yes. Most of his business@# was there. The buildings

=~
o
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L

belonged . half of that block belonged to him
too. Mocst of it was two and three stories, one
section was three stories.

@

I was talking about the personalltles Mr. Beattle,
the photographer, he was in ‘w / :
/

;tLUv ,QtLLLszi/LAL_ T, ;£ ¢L~z4- jiZZ
Was he upstairs o downsta1rs7 ;

Upstairs. A long time ago he use&to be downstalrs,
I think he was. TFinally he went upstairs. There's
Dr. Christain, Dr. Bailr, a dentist, Dr. Price, who
just pas .Dr. Price came here about the early 30s.
No, in the late 20s, T think Dr. Price came. There
was Dri.Smith, L. A. Smith, K =S ST
on Farish Street. There was Mr ¥= :
ad a real estate cther businesses M Makdsic.'

A tre a1
e - ek

Makdsdc, now, I've heigjtzjv:;r. j e, e
‘Mﬁ WQ_ !

éﬁey were related, ®w. Edward and Mekimic sawse ,
e of those buildings wewe built by them] aAA4A,.AA4&A4A;u£L Z

Now this is one of the buildings that would be in
that first hundred block of Farish Street?

That's right. Part of where the Federal Building
185

So they had a real estate office in there?

e M

Was there a ’awyer Edward?

.+ . HEewas—s—lawyer
babbled with € politics,
politicians, and real estate.too. There was a real
estate man by the name of Smith, Joe Smith. Joe
Smith, I think, built more houses for black people
than anybody. He and George Thomas. You've heard
about George Thomas?

Yes.

Joe Smith was really thé of buildings.
Getting money and building buildings, homes} P 5 e

Now was he a carpenter or one of the financees?

Fimameer, well he was in the real estate business.

‘£Z£lmpvwkfa;k/if

SN
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He trausacted{buildings anq\money to build houses.

So he and George Thomas would not be the same title.
George Thomas would be a general contractor

Builder,1L~¢&' C&h;jt;:zzz:ﬁé/lb

A builder. .

Joe Smith would just deal only in real estate.

Was George Thomas working for him?

No. There were times when they would work together.
Were there other people in this block? I want to
ask you some questions, but I want you to tell me

who they were first.

of coursg/Dr. McCoy came, that was later. These—was—— .

You're saying Dr. McCoy came and this was later. How

much later?

Ay
Could have been in the late ZOSA I think.
So he's not a native Mississippian?
Oh yes, Dr. McCoy's home is between here and Tougaloo.
When you said he came . .
I mean ,J{g;_ clbvva,;Le()/p{>%é449vk-i&% ﬂlﬂzu4;ﬁzxL&,
He came and got in business?
Yes in business, yes.
Were there some other people?
Yes there are a lot, I can't think of them all.
Okay, maybe we will explore some other areas and

you'll think of some other names. These men who
had there businesses, they were all men I assume.

Yes.

Did they have any sort of organization that tied
them together?

No, not that I know There were times that the

'r”*a\/é
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Conic: men would get together because of some condition.
I remember on one occasion Dr. Redmond had tried
to get the men of the area to do something, several
things I should say. Haqp”ﬁglittle trcuble with
ﬁﬂt<)3;-L4: the city governmenty#mst the¥ would do some things
e ~ but it was a hard situation. Negroes didn't have
+ [l o ae vote. You always had a few voters, but not
enough to make #=a difference.

Harrison: Would most of these men who would have been in
business down there been among the voters? Nuﬁ%
Conic: I imagine méybe a few of them. I think we,realize

the importance of voting. But Dr. Redmond and
some other people have always tried to encourage
. because Dr. Redmond was a part of the Republican

~%4L4§tb@b«__ freetion of politiceat the time. He and Perry
Howard' I know you know him. o

Harrison: Yes.

Conic: They were cousins, I understand. Dr. Redmond and
some otherg people too a®e very,puch political
minded; Ed Patton was one of en that worked

with Dr. Redmond. 1It's kind of hard to remember
all of them. ©Now of all the people that I was

EF s g talking about Ee—hetween that block._.@.—_.~
ness inthe—b¥eek. It was a lively area. Cﬁﬁﬁiﬁi;;: ﬂﬁbtzzjz/

Sundays evenings it was just like people would
be’a fair in a way. Just people were there
having a good time.

Harrison: What would they be doing?

Conic: Going to the restaurants. It would be just a place
for people to meet just like you would go to the
park. We didn't have any parks. I suppose that
was the park we had just to meet for the evenings.
One cafe there use)to be called the Sunshine, I
think. On Sunday it would have a band.

Harrison: Who owned the Sunshine?

Conic: A man by the name of Luckett. I don't know his
first name, but Luckett.

Harrison: Not related to Earnest?
Conic: Could have been. I don't know that. I'm not sure

about that. But it was™ery good time. There
wasn't any whiskey. It wasn't legalized anyway.

=7 A
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Not even beer at that tjme. So people just had

a good time drinkirng(znd eating.pep-and=wiatever
*t-may-be. People would etween each other

it would be so thick. The band there was the . . . .

IEELEEEBLbrotherS wse—te—have=g—trd . ~114L~QAK

-,

Is this a local group?

Yes it was. And the day was Sunday.

What kind of music was it, swing or jazz . . . .
Jazz.

Do you know much about music? Why I ask you is because
would there be such a thing as a Farish Street Jazz as
being different from something they would play in the
dancehall.

I don't think so. I don't know. To mention another
thing too. There would be a lot of singing too, #&®

organizatieon. A few of us would just get together
and sing‘, just have a nice time.

Do you remember the kind of songs they were singing?

I don't know - some of the old songs. '"Sweet Adaline".
I remember a song they useAto siqg*? Yo, I Want A

Aﬁlnd of a spon-

They would get together and s

nd say
Let's sing some) "%h M

pecple—weultd—sing.
come on let's harmonize.
of men, ladies too.

Would you part, one of those persons who would

say come one let's harmonize?

Oh no,a§#m=£ﬁ£=£hat. At the barber shop we had
a quartet.

O

0

/ bR £
He p a& ’the vip

napb—I—canitl thinklbfhiscmame ., he use to get all
five of us together and we sange@.

j.n. TS S._p r)(

e

Just in the barber shop or . . . ?

bl
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Conic: Nq)just there. Somtimes people woulisﬁfme in and say
you boys sing for me, we would respo ‘yea—unggrafﬂnd.

Ha: -ison: What kind of songs would you sing?

Conic: All the regular, popular, and spiritual songs.

Harrison: What kind of spirtual like Swing Low Sweet Chariot?

Conic: 1 I<§gpp;é;\th9 e-songs—afe s

Harrison: Yes, I know. What are some of the songs now.

Conic: - i don't know but one song, don't ask me to sing it now

“ﬁgxykﬁp4ﬁiige I don't remember it, Lula. Nobody knows this song.

Harrison: Lula?

Conicg Lula the girl's name, My Girl Lula.

Harrison: Keep on and you're going to sing it for us in a
minute.

Conic: It was a lot of fun.

Harrison: Was Lula a city girl or a country girl or what?

Conic: The song seemed toﬁ::;Q/Ehere's no girl like my
girl Lula.

Harrison: So black folk use&to just get together and sing

spontaneously without any great adue?

Conic: Yes, just let's sing some. At that time there wasn't..
any music boxes. We usejto have those automatic
playing pianos. You usedto have to put a nickle in
it and the piano plays, :Self players.

Harrison: Yes, I've seen them on the movies.

Conic: A long time ago they usexto have those at the res-
taurants and other things instead of the music
boxes as we have now.

Harrison: - So the piano played and the people just sing?

Conic: Yes. Sometime we'd put a-nickle in there and we
all grouped around to sing.

Harrison: Why do you think we don't do that anymore?

Conic: Youé%g;;;g’is as good as mine. But I believe there *;;73\.
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are so many other things now. Back then there were
no television, no radio. Those are newer things.

I know younger people think those things maybe have
been there all the while, but it wasn't. 1 remember
the first time I ever heard a radio, ‘Tt was in

the late 20s.

Would this have been in your home or barber shop?
It would be at home, the first radio I ever heard.

Now we've heard a lot about your educational life
your business life and things like that , what
about your recreation as a youngster? A boy
growing up in the Farish Street area, what would
you do for recreation?

I imagine baseball and football for recreation.

'.v. . B bringtfo my mem rzxthough, my assignment

of work was thse®sh 4 11;9ok a lot of my time

$or recreation. I had time[%%creation, of course, 7
but it has never been em all day. 1've always,A/¢4/éiéa
I've never been without a job. 'I always had some o
assignments to do. ﬂq”y father operated the

barber shop before my time and I had a job already

cut out for me.

You always had chores and whatever to do? What did
your friends do?

Well, “many people sought mams ]Tittle jobs like
in grocery stores and some restaurants, any job,
homework, just find some job.

Homework meaning . . .
Cleaning up the yards or anything.
Oh, I see.

Any little job to make fifty cents or, twenty-five
cents. You know twenty-five cents ﬂﬁkﬁietty good

handout for a little job at that time.

Right. I think we've talked a lot about your father,
how about your mother. What kind of person was
she?

I had a wonderful mother. My mother lived very long.

I lost my mother about. four years ago. My mother i Q
stayed at home. Reared meotiver ~gmd {Church womdn btz 85

.,
e 0N
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0
4)&;.
Conic: aluék;\participated in surrroundings of the neighborhood.

Harrison: What church did you all attend?
Conic: I belonged to Christ Temple Holiness Church on the
corner of Monument and Lamar, my parents..Was

raised up in the church, been there all my life.

Harrison: You were talking about these successful men and
what I wanted to ask you was what about our
generation being able to learn from your father's
generation and your generation?

Conic: I don't think young people are listening. First
: you, have to have an interest. As Professor Lanier
use/Ato say "I have to get a man's attention first
if you're going to learn him anything." 1If you're
not 1nterested, you're not g01ng to learn nothing.

Harrison: Well, there must have been some way that your father
got your attention.

Conic: Probably so.
Harrison: Now what was that? If we learn that then maybe . .
Conic: I can remember a lot of thlngs papa useAto say,
Le—ehinga—he—would say—liie—this-
Can=say—it—iike—this. Shortly “before my father

died, he would come and we would talk . . . ke
. Sometimes I would be
weary of him talklng, butii.wooi . a 1ot vof ‘fhings

C;Gwvatgame back to my memory. Though I was doing alright

I suppose . . . . He would tell me things like
this, "It's not what you make, it's what you do
with what you make.' A man can make a $1000 a week

and if he don't do nothing with it, he'll come
right back where he was. A man can make a $1000
a week and spend $1,500 and still he's in the
hole. It doesn't do him any good. It's not what
.you do, it's not what you make, it's what you do
with what you make. He talked toc me about things
like that and don't spend. all your money on just
anything. Try to put something back. Somebody
~ may pass by with something worth buying and
you can buy it. If ycu don't have any money, you

L,
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Conic: can't do nothing uﬁEEEZt Opportunities will pass
by you and you can't do nothing about it. I~ remember,
yis—@s—about-—my=—daddyy)Dr. Redmond lived vight
\:iijk_ V{¢LC/£ l:’actoss the street from me. I wasn't his barber, but
il () somet imes he would miss his barber and come to my
'jkﬁ ﬁgﬂﬂ J shop because it was convenient. He would talk to me

abqg%psif:aedmsﬁﬂés a.lg__~;:£hemmthengh%=4x=wasn4

e e

= = k. He-told me omne day, he
said, "Frank, what are you doing on Sunday, why'
don't you come over to my house sometime and let's
talk." We&ESBlL I had the opportunltZLto go to talk
to Dr. Redmond and he told me @SS 3 matter of con-
versation, his experiences and things that he knew
and how to do. It didn't mean very much to me
right then and there, but I was able to digest it.

Harrison: Can you recall anything specific or generally that
he said?
Conic: Well this was the 40s, I was barbering at the time.

He told me if you're making any money, it's the
time to invest it. Invest it now and be ready to
retire it~beet about 196G. Don't make it . . . tos
long. I found out it was worth whlle. Yeu~kﬁew

enough,,bu&«a~small—;n1gstmea&—~a_thousand—a—£e

thousaad-ée%iaxs,.yeu—naad_ta_get_axxggggment—of
your e. So he told me

NF“}ness=eo—you_a§n_;etir

aboug he thinkeit's going to be a depressiongtidee
it was, I remember the depression. A lot of things
like that he would tell me. He knew of some bus-
inesses or some property that was possibly for
sale, if you're interested, you ought to get that.
If you need anything like that, let me know and

I can help you out. Eut‘ﬁe knew about a lot of
things like that. So I valued his conversation.

Harrison: So apparently you were somebody he wanted to help
out. Well, I'll like to pursue this but I don't
want to just bore you so that we can't pick up
this conversation at some other point. There are
a whole lot of areas that we could explore if
you, you know, after you see this and you're
agreeable to explore in some other areas.

-

Conic: I hope IAbe ~@ppme more calm . . .

Harrison: Well, you've done excellent, really.

“ s
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Conic:

Harrison:

Conic:

Harrison:

Conic:

41

I like to talk, I like conversation. If anybody
needs a lecturer, don't call onme . . . . (laughter)

Well let me close this out by saying for the tape

that I appreciate your freeness in explaining and

sharing your life experiences with us. And I need
to ask you if you mind us-using this for scholarly
purposes here at Jackson State and in the commun~

ity.

Well, I have no real objectiom, but T think it
needs to be screened .

I think you've been very selective in what you've
said and all, but you don't mind if we use it, is

that what you're saying?

No.

END OF TAPE FIVE



