Tape IV

Biographical Sketch:

Mr. Walter Jones Stewart was born in 1909 on Davis Street
in Jackson, Mississippi. He moved to his current address, 1112
Blair Street, on August 9, 1910. He has lived in Jackson his
entire life except for a short time which he spent in Chicago,
Illinois. Mr. Stewart's occupations are funeral director,
executive for People's Funeral Home, People's Burial Association,
People's Associates, and The House of People's.

Mr. Stewart's sister, Ethel Owens, taught at Smith Robertson
School. His mother was born in Fannin, Mississippi.

Summary:

The interview was conducted in a rented house on Clifton
Street in Jackson, Mississippi. Mr. Stewart was having the
house remodeled and I and Bertha Jones met him there. We were
in one of the bedrooms sitting on five gallon paint cans and
much background noise can be heard. The interview lasted about
50 - 60 minutes at which time Mr. Stewart had to leave for another
appointment.

Mr. Stewart is a very well-known person in the Farish
Street area. His information on the tape is most valuable.
Probably the most valuable information was his excellent
description of the businesses which exist and have existed on
Farish Street from Capitol Street to Fortification Street.

Mr. Stewart also gave insight to the so called "Red Light",
"Silk Stocking} and "Jungles" districts. His interpretaticns
of these areas is rather interesting.

When listening to the tape one realizes the vast amount
of knowledge that Mr. Stewart has gained in his marny years in
the area. Many names are mentioned that are very vital to the
history of the area. Mr. Stewart has put on tape that which
is extremely important to the black history of Jackson, Ms.

The only regret is that the last five minutes of the tape were
lost because of a mechanical failure in the tape recorder. Yet
the only information lost was the conclusion of the interview
and not any vital materials.
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9% o€

This is Michael Leveritt and # am interviewing Mr. Walter Jones
Stewart,
What is your address?
My address is 1112 Blair Street.
1112 Blair Streefi \
50/
Yes , AYVL%pVN
Could vou tell us)your address and how long you have lived diwed in that home?
I have lived at 1112 Blair Street since August 9, 1910.
What is your occupation?
My occupation is primarily the funeral director , and the executive of
S e et
People's Funeral Home Burial Associatio?fand fhe House of Peoples.
What does that mean, what do you do?
wéll, 322§££;>¥ tell people that in the funeral business that you do whatever
eaﬁt comes up next and that's approximately what it is. However, we run # two
Burial Association and a Funeral Home and that has been a meansof my business.
Ho long have you been do%ng this?
Since June @1, 13@1 {iﬁ;p
Do you know abeuwt- a lot about the Farish Street area in Jackson?

I,
Since #9388 1925 or 1926 , what-de—yeu need to know?

HIERECD

Could vou tell me exactly what changes you have noticed in the area?

I am interest- particulary interested in the geographical expansion of the
C&N«é
downtown and lower do¥mtown area. G&-you tell me any streets additéon S

% i '. -f’{:{ \}-{{\/’(%’K /\L)‘-Q/.’/ﬁ/\

e~
that was made or any business that were put out
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especially
S: The main Negro!block had completly changed over £hats on the west side of

Capitol Street up to Lamar, The Federal building was over in there, #n-fae%,

*) \A,:,f‘ ’) itede— at one time
all the neighborhood business g#@s over in tght block. Of course, all that

small
changes have erased that. 1In fact, I think there are only one or twopjbus’ness ‘Wﬁ’ Ny
am not sure
/y/(/and T denle—knew how long they are going to be there.

L: / L L/’lmjZ ’D KZ///\/( LAl <7 %/‘UL/’V /.4‘,"'1{ ¢ oY Z

S: I can't say ts=mweh now. . . . Of course, Farish Street has really changed.

L)
Years ago just m

M,\j/)
Comelpﬁy there was a small laundry of course, there is a vacancy in there
f‘/ YU m Furniture is héy/ there right ow. There was a B Acme Lar
Y mow) F TN o et EZ=T AN et u/u -M/w
A Then on “the corner of Grifflth is Hillk Hall }/{ bt

Fergu@gson Furniture

Bakery Company plus a market.

by

(NV»AV it is a National landmark I am cure. The hﬂn use to meet there

o

and the  still meet there upstairs/ in that particular Y'réﬁr’eé'(’

() cowrr”
¥ 01d Man on the block of North Farish Street is still popular

but there is not }5 very much you can order, in fact, he is 8 gone now all
w“)iﬁk Len '}‘\”b( YR)\}\\ \\)(\9\ @N?&' \5\ oned
it is now is a bex shop!{ A When you cross over to Hill Hall that is in the
ou
300 block of Farish Street[/. (A still have some homes #n there . . . .

It is still rental homes in theee, There is the old washer mwu’

Home that is still standing on the left side of the 300 &3)
is (l M/w/ ?
block.f# the cafe and the Alamo Theatre, The real landmark is Alamo Theatreswas
Conns «wk fé"‘ A"; [ poags Methodist
down in the 100 .The ¢ 400 block wasﬁ Collins Funeraj-Hoeme, Central Church,
b 4 coe

\)
the YWCA epd~gbu¥ae I jlz::ra'rrt to add that the first night club down there,
what was the name of that club?

Background: N@Etkzivepue SR P

A
S ’@@' on down there passed F . . the Dotty Cab, and the 0ld Crystal Palace,
then you come to

and Steven's Place and @/Farlsh Street Baptist€ Church @on the east

side of Farish Street and Crescent Laundry on the other side.
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o i o Negro
S: Then you pick up teh Bazish 'Cleaners' and éhe YMCA and the qﬁ@ghhgmhgg@lbusiness

were theee and onf the far side of the strett/ywd¢/, the west side there

were a grocery store, I guess that 4 is what the Negroes have in the

irralnitl
800 block of Farish Street. You have a washerett you come into a few reptals

Peop le])s /ﬂw
of course you come into B Funeral, Across—the-street, there is a
landmark up there in a sense in the 700 Bldéké=

It was in
blockkx It was the first printing shop4I understand, in Jacksons~/\The old v}f

W. A. Scobt building, that little two-story Bbuildidg just &orthhdtnéhurch Street.
His sister is still down Qﬁf/ig:fhife now. At one time it housed the Univeral

Life. It is a cafe right now. ¥h€§ had a printing shop really it was the basi®—
for the Atlanta World. The man who started the Atlantigorld was the son of this
particular man, W.A. Scott. W. A. Scott was a minister.ﬁ His son went to Atlanta,

bwaJGeorgia and they opened this plaCe. Sometime if you want to talk about the

Atlanta World vou ought to talk to tWé#/Banks(?) Banks and W A,
were all classmates at JAckson Btate College. I reckon he is still running it

for a living. W.A. got some other brothers , yowsemow,running and operating the

r

Atlanta World. By the way)the Atlanta World is the beginning of the Jackson

Advocate7 and also the Mississippi Enterprise. A funny thing aboug it is the
o oy
Jackson Wotld ;s part of the Atlanta World and it was started by Presidrnt
e went
b.B. Dansby, E.W. Banks and W&lter Stewatt, and\AmJ. Sampson. Ve yéf# into
That was the beg. ning of this paper.
the newspaper busines: in 1932.F I thought they were jok1ng, I said yea I(kpow
QA0 2

oA e T

what a galley is. Yp# Of course, a galley make up a hig-page. Then

come up to Davis Street and the rest of it is ¥em&}e rental property up
to Fortification.

L: Do you know -afty names of any major l:nd owners?

LA Vehistorical
S: Going way back I would say Redmond Atwood~ A 5 ;f , those 7/7¥ﬁﬂﬁ of names

as far as that is ¢ ncerned Dr. Miller s father bu1lé -’~:.k;¢« PV,%. }

200 BlocY F M IO Sh S l
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tsbenn

S: There was Brown's Furniture aNd I think Kermit HolhT, don't you remember

Kermit Holly? Jqutld

Hil .
- [y

Hatl , I forget his name. Kermit Holly

Hill’Hall is owned by a # man named
inherited every bit of it. At one time the block where the 0ld Home Dining
was

Room use to stand i¢ owned G.F. Frazier. That is where Reepieis=amd=Frazier

and Collin's came from. In a sense it is obligated too. Because from that

funeral home that is how he opened one for Wingélf/ .
. in the neam name s
Coll n's bought it from Fmazier bgemmse it remained'Frazier and Collin <

for a long time and finally they dropped the name Frazier. tSiismsasse.

&3

o S - o S

@ Of course Shepherd wasfa-land owner-and-thére was a man name Clauded Hodges

N S

HODGE S now give us> another name of a landowner. Of course you

o NN A X

can't leave out Dr. Redmond. Redmond I guess own more - than any other Negroi

Later on W.H. McCoy. Coming on up further you come into come back

-

down to the cleaners you have Redmond, AtwoodsA/ all back here.

L: I understand there was a bank &pul.$?Wﬁ'Cyctvu?L

S: It was. The bank was ongfithe eeshm—~corner of Pearl and Farish Street

i A ,k(/y}p/v'« t DA
L On the corner of @ Pearl? T VO”iA

A I
\

L A/ |y

S: Yeah. I believe the name of it was the American Bank. My uncled was a teller
thered at one time,
L: What is his name? 6
Stuart” Lo mad
S: M. S. $féwh¢f. His name was-Stware S T U AR T.  They had-e-keid were from

French end. — B
the English end and we were from the UV Tiitenwiia@Niiliadd-The Amer%‘éflcan/ ;'hnk AT

right there. They had a hall right there on the corner of Farish and Pearl.

. \),‘“,,; i(}t{”}.

- )= \
%pThe School Pederatien-use to be held in there.

) i . |
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L: Do you know the name of that particular hall?
S: I can't tell you, I am not sure. J-der't—know:€ Banks might remeber it.
I am not sure’géﬁ/will remember it, but there are some peafle who widd-nemember
1f/ ®now it. The American Bank was on the corner of Farish Street and Pear;ﬁ
Over on the west side by Pascogula. They have torn them all down down now
they have a new street there now. .
ey
L: Where were the major meeting places for Black “te-go on Farish Street?
S:

: What is her name?

If you are talking about entertainment, Hall was the

Lo

¢

main one.&wm Hill Hall was always dedicated to the society group? vClauée

UJL/’ Hodge&?uilt the Crystal PAlace in the 20's about 1927 he took over the

Hall.

Whaet¢ was the Crystal PAlace? v
Yot opstair s

and a dance hall

ffan PPN et s

V=

What 4ayut when Smith Roberston School burned they moved-if—te Farish Street‘ﬁg

The Crystal Palace was a cafe and poolroom Gb

you know the building ?
I don't recall it ﬁuring.b I don't think it burned. I could be wrong .

FE9.

I think it burned 1927 or
It could have.

Do you know anything about Smith Roberston School?

Yea, I know where it stands. I have attended Smith Roberston School. My sister
taught there for God know how long.

she was just part of the .

Ethel Owens. Betty C. Marino was therehanq\gggﬁgssor Lanier was the first Professor
I know being there. Of course, at one time Lanier was the presidentt of Alcorn
College, but he came here and he took over. Aéthat time I don't think they

had, in my recollection they had Smith Roberston and a school down there in

South Jackson that is still in operation today and Jim Hill. Jim Hill is

out here beside the Masonic Temple on Lynch Street. ThoseQ&ké)the three
Negrog,School.\Z:,CAn you recall any of the rest of them?s' In'29 I beleive it

was they had moved they tore away part of it and started Lanier High School.
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S SRR il 2155
% anged the name all of this time. . . .

Tis wagl would you say life was like for people living in this area now and
then? )
S You had a social side. You had mostly laborers type of people. At that time

/fg42u( ¢4L6LWas what you call the Silk Stocking section of our people, Pearl Street,
Pascogula, part of Lynch I think that is Wikiwkédstlies/most main line on this end.

Most of the people that lived up in this district. Well, Dr. RBdmond lived in
thiscdistrictve o
L: Was there a lot of rental property in this area?
There
S: Well, most of «itfHéfé were some other people on Farishj Street too, but I can't
recall there name. They were kind of big shots too. I know them but I can't
4 call there names Of course there was an old man therefl he was kind of renown
He wasn't a highly ‘educated man, I don't think. His name was Kaya. He had rental
rental property and he was bit of a manuever. He was kind of a man similar to
somene in construction . He mule teams, cows and oxen. He had all that kind of studf.
Wi ; "Alvin
He was a operate#. He tried several things. E#/Cox was his father's name.
Alvin

Th
You remember @ Cox who is married to that/vwéwdd/¥pl/ lady up there? '{-ll;;g had

!!; all those type of people I can't thln#ﬁf all there names. If you want to why

Straughter
don't you come u’fthere and talk to Earle and another man name { @ . Of course,
Vo
Davis” Shop came in there later and really he was reallv the most outstandlng

of all thef Negro business mﬂe ran a cafe. There was another

man down in the 100 Block of Farish Street named Proctor. All types of people
made up the real basis of of the Negrqﬁ life in Jackson at that time.
L: What would you say it is like now?

‘a,@@ s A

S: I wouldn't like to tell you? (laugh) It is going through a complete change
y & g g

. oY\ /"/ . . .
I would say. That is my é%icapff%ﬁ of what is happening right now. . . .
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L: What do you think cause d the problemsﬂ/in that area
S: In that particular area? Basically in 1942 that is when the greatest of
Afro change came, I believe. Prior to that pé¢gplés/most people would

be living off

Jéiii«any where/‘ﬁﬁﬁﬂiifé between fifty, to sixty to seventy dollars a month

in income. Back in the depression in places . ... Right on this street

across the street was Farish Street Church was right on this corner. You remember

Farish Street Church? Right below there were rental houses. There was a woman

who lived in the first rental house beside the Church her name ¥¢A/ was Amanda
the )
Phillips. She was 4 highest paid Negroe cook in Jackson. She46-ii§six dollars

a week. She had a husband who was a . This is a true
no hear say collected

this is ViZiWéididitieds/ 1 dabbibdd/itddld/ insurance ¢dpdy from her and I

Jé¥d¥/ put it in

cashed t@ht check every Saturday evening and /#f#ddtd/
the banked Monday and it would d come back Tuesday for insufficient funds.
The reason for it was when it was when it came back i would ¢#Ké/L¥ go

back that after noon, her husband was a drunker, CQVLLV“JZﬁN‘&L

VNI INANT-SETIINVAAH
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SX He like to drink whiskey, of course he was about half drunk when I got
B/stepped out of the car and
out there. When I opened up the gate and got euwt-the-earthye had a picket fense
there and he opendd the door and said, Pecar], old Caldwell check done bounced
again'. And of course she would say Lord have Mercy Mr. Caldwell ain't changed
that money over. Of course, the next day I would run it and it would be good.
Basically, sometimes I think the Negro people areTthe smartest people in the
world. They can ¢#f take nothing and do something with it/ and they had to.
The ﬁﬁzgngﬁome then, I would say you were getting along well if youh had
a $100.00 a month coming in from whatever source it was. You were doing real
well, I left here in 1927 and went to Chicago because I could make mote
money. If I could make twenty cent an hour here I could make forty-theee
centSup there. That made the difference and I am not kidding. So basically,
I think right today not 4 only in Jackson but all over the v¢fld/your social
g _

and economic things somewhere aiong the line'gBt t;".ktidhnless they do
you4§ﬁ34%'get out with no record to the %gzé/thiﬁg. Bue—back in Mississippi
back in those days the wgite ratio income and the negro ratio income was so
far a part that if it held the gpites back vou coulén‘t see it. The Negro
was the best person to sell to but they didn't have nothing. White man had
the goods but he could sell it to a man that was broke.

L: I understand that a lot of the %ﬁﬁéiﬁi property in this area {¢/ was built by white

landowners. Could you verify that for me?

H
S: I would think that 88%%Was built by whites a lot of it was builtby negro people.

o~

THYou could get by it becausef they diédn't have any biulding codes. You wou d

go out there and build it. Up on Lamar Street, I believe they call it Lamar

PaEaz=a=Plaza, but they use to call it ﬁg;ﬁx%”“ﬁ /UL YA 2 it was owned

T

by=a=man=Paui=-kaekey=bu= it was a dude hear name |/ Lry he built the whol-
W/ﬂvr’-/ o O M"Zl«aé,‘@

thing. A fellow that worked for us built these things for him on a part time

basifs He \ Jii g
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[
They stayed there up until the 40's. I have to check that.

Do you think building the low income rental houses have imbeded the outcome of
the neighborhood.?

Not really. Back in those days that was actually almost a must. Money was

just that tight. I think Mississippi have the lowest per capital income

but back in those days it was so low I don't think you could even count it.])

What is remarkable to know is how people who WAd/AdfHinh/would take nothing

and do something with it. That is the only objection I have to Welfare.

It take fW away the real initial inititive of the people because they know they
were going to getegﬁﬁéézifpﬁﬂey aren't willing to put forth any effort.

Could you say, you remeber when they put High Street through?

Would you say that was a good move or bad move or did it make any difference?

You want your part of it?

Both -

I would say basicalyy they had to have traffic relief , I think it was heféul and«
still ¢fWhK/ think it is he%ful I think it is a very good street:éXT%e joking
part was they say the only people it benefifz was People's Pumemsen= Funeral

and Wright and Fergueson wheih was no truth in it. I think it was a good m-ve.

U o g cobeda

I disagree with a lot of things that they, well, the mefd in which they %re tearing
down Downtown Jackson Afd/I think is digfASférvl/ dlsgriiéful /ggiggd ;?/to

high and you have too many person going around and if you sn;Zad~f£~yaﬁ~spread 1t
what you need is coverage. The song that came out #éf/two or three years ago
when it said too many chiefs and not enough Indians. I think it reflects on minorigy
groups. We have too many people telling the poor people how to do it. Sdmee 19353

5| ) vkl
or 34 the géédﬁ‘li?kgzve away program they had then under President Roosevelt
they say they-eut-eff-the- it costé¢d/ the government seventeen dollars to give a

poor man one. I think it might cost more now to give .im one. When you take the

inatitive away from a man you have crippled him and I don't care about color.
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S: Thet%“§¥%ference between the undeéprivileges of thetzﬁ;ig/and che°é2¥22 is that
you have more negroes than you have ggites. The basic problems are the same.

@

You take the place across the street, The Salvation Army, it is a beautifual thing
something ..o —

they know their job. The same amount of money that i¢/ that people will iLe able

to carry on their own that's what we really need.

L: What about racial tension in this area? Was it much?

S: At one time, Jackson never did had a lot of racial clashes but we had some.

Most of it came from not the people who lived or born in JAckson, ¥ut/i¢/ . . .
from down fwom South Mis&ssippi, the whites would

The ones
FOLEE/ LRAL ) Livéd /hété/1néd/ 1970/ The-Nesroes—had-to-de-harder—things-for-survival.

théy vidhld// come in and they had to do harder things for survival, (otton is

L]
. @

a questioning thing. You got to raise cotton, back in those days they had to do
it in the barn, but now you ¢ 4 can do it with machines/ because you couldn't aféford
to pay for it. President Dansby this is one of his triump storgss. He came d

from a little place called Millin, Georgia. He had an uncle whose IQ was vory
low and Dansby was telling the story. He was very confident in the way he

was telling it.¥}His father asked him, "Son, what's cotton selling for?" i#¢ He
said, "I was downtown this morning and they said that it was two cents a pound.
My mother, who was born in Caton, Mississippi)cotton up there was selling for a
nickle a pound. Basically, as I have said beford man is smart, he is as smart
as he can le. By the wag, there was a man on t.v. this morning talking about

the orgin of man?, did you see that? I %2&732331ﬁ¢ to get the name of the

book so I could buy it. He said that man has been here 40,000,000 (forty million
years). When you stop to think, I think we have been here that long. A lot

of people talk about the end of the world with-the-asseeiatien-eof-death-

« « « I can't imagine the JLord actually destroying the whole whmiuniverse/because
B¥#d/Ho one knows the vastness of it until they actual travel it. I don't

know the vastness of it, really. In fWH¢® America alone I have been through the

Rockies, I have been over in Pennsylvania . . . When you see those Mountains
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S

especially the/R¢¢éKgé// Rocky Mountains, it is impossible to visualize what some-

body way above did. They got to go through a lot of things and they can't do that.

Pk Down in Colorado Springs they have a rock sitting up on a little thing just

about like that. (gesturing to interviewer) Of course, they made mountains up in

¢pldPuebelo, Colorado. A=let-ef-times-veu-are-in-the-meu- After you stay in the

mountains for a lenght of time, you don't even know vou are in the wountain. You

get out of the car, vou wiii-be-thinktng-that-you-a-e-en-flat-ground-and-y-you-

had better get on flat ground or you just assume roll back or roll forward. That's true.
~L

Aot
I thinkman is quite as wWi#dsmart as we think he is. I think the energy crisis is like

the
they say it is, but those smart boys sitting behind fHdgé/desk he-haa-kept-himseis

has to keep khke- themselves amused.
What you say was the religious Acpect of the Negro life?

Basically, Mississippi has always been primarly Baptist. It is changing now, probably.

i
My mother 4s a CME Methodist finally she moved to Jackson and joined the Metliodist

/Vhiféd. But the basic of all of it is Baptist. I am Catholic. I have been Catholic

since I was four. I am not the Pg¢ best in the ¢¥l¢/ world, but I am Catholic that

")
{

is what my beliéf is. I followdd it Wélt¥Adé because it followgs the . LééQMfa} @i/LQVQ?

0

In the history book the Catholic Church . The Catholic Church

is on the corner of Lamar, by the way that is in your neighborhood, too. On the

corner of LAmar and Monumnet Street, that design is all over America. On the corner )

; 9
down is Mt. ééizﬁ/Church. The Temple Church ¥ sprun® from it. They got the prettiest

owe Cawns W}’L : "
church in Jakcosn, I don't care where you go. History was one of my favorite subject® .

From the Catholic Church all the other churches started‘because they didn't like
the rule of the Catholicd Church. I am still Catholic to the extent that ¢hey I am
use to it being in Latin. To me,itig¢/is child play to do it like they do it now.
It is nice, but grown pepple, people who have gotten out and knew they think it is
phéfi¢// emphatic:—— —— — ——

Did you have very many meetings-- religious meetings that went on in this areq}iﬁaAmwmx/

O’ D

Yes, I go the Ezptlst Convention practically every year. I was in Miami last monthy.

for the Nat10na1 Baptist Association



STEWART, Walter 12

Thy have three association now. The man that is president of Baptist Convention is

Earle Banks' brother. Wilbert JAckson is a very prd/ renown person. . . .

What would you say made the biggest change in this area? 1Is it economic, or inflation?
in 1900's

I think it was inflation. I think the greatest change came {#//1933 during the

depression/ with all the gov't things like they were. They had to open up new opportunities

through plans they were able to do this

President Roosevelt Yégan/fd/dd/ They began to venture out. This is part of JAckson's
history. During the 20's ninety persent of the grocery idddgfif business was done by
Negpoes. The wholesaler were White, but the other stores were Negwoes. There were about
two big White stores, J. M. Black was one of them and Jake Rundles I believe was the
others and both of them was on Capitdl Street. One of them is in the Deposit Guaranty

Building right now.
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Leveritt:

Stewart:

Leveritt:

Stewart:

Leveritt:

Stewart:

October 25, 1977

What is you address?
My address is 1112 Blair Street.

Could you tell us how long you have lived in that home?
Since August 9, 1910.

What is your occupation?

My occupation is primarly the fun



