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lE%gzéét:ngz—aaé—L4m&1&i£§g¢teenzﬁafrisaa—in the home of

Mr. Edward Lee, and we have his wife with us and his daughter.

I didn't get your name.

Eldina Robinson.

-
Eldina Robinson, aﬁi{%;ji name is .. .=

/@i%ggzte g/ ’

S/
Fdte—tee, Mrs. Aiz;e Lee, but we are interviewing Mr. Edward Lee. What

>

we are going to try to do Mr. Lee is to have you just begin to recall your
boyhood. g0 I want you to tell me about your very earliest recollectio?’,

I understand that you were born in Hazelhurst, so your very earliest re-

collection.

L i Ul Hazelhurst. 1 was born about fifteen miles
from Hazelhurst in Copiah County. My daddy had sharecroppers where they
would farm '@ and he would give/&@*half of what.they made. I didn't like
the country after I got up about 12 years old.zﬁgi=,.hé\aﬂet me go to
Drew, Mississippi to stay with an Aunt for about two weeks. I-weuld go
Lhere,aaéawefk»ferrtWO“yeeks~aﬂd~buyﬂmefsomething'ﬁEW’tU‘gb*baék‘tv’schoel
with-

Where was it that you went?

Drew, Mississippi, bekdmsg. I learned to be a baker, Geatrer 1 would go
there every year.se,, the last year about 1916, the War broke ogE, I was
going to MI College. He sent for me to come home and get ready and go to

ipale vhe school

school and I fooled around and found out that the princ
was getting $40.00 a month, his teachers were getting $20.00 and $15.00,

I'm making $100.00 a month, and I wanted to know what am I going to school
for,_you-knew. Yeu—know, here's the pri when the War broke

out in 1916 gmeé I went back f%eﬂbfxﬂxxxL from M.I. College aﬂﬂ5§=§é§?L€3
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L: He couldn't get me to go back. Ga®®e I'm/making $25.00 a week and they i "~
making $25.00 a month. Didn't make sense.— So-I wouldn't-ge back to
college: <So-I-made a mistake -andthat's life you know.
Why did you choose to go to M.&I. College?

L You could go there for nothing.

He Oh I see.

Ls It was a trade school.
You had to work while you were there?

L: ngiisue\gigglg,have €3, I didn't have to work cause my daddy paid my
fare. He was able to. pay my fee thereand that's the reason I didn't
_have to work.

Hz Well how far did you get in school?

L Eighth grade.

H: g8 M. I. College at that time went through the, how far?

Lz Twelfth grade.

H: Twelfth grade) Néw wa 0old were you when you started working in the
fields?

Lt About six years old.
What were your tasks when you were working in the fields?

L: —Everything.

H: —What-de-you-mean everything?

L Feed the cows, hogs, mules, and wake up the“peophgz the sharecroppers

that was working and_all such-as this:

So your father was like an overseer?

No, he was the owner.

He owned#é&_,{éAnﬁ\

Ye&,; he owned Zﬁ/ Z’M""" ’

: <Apd he had people working for him?

F"T“him-l'z Z3 &/jfu/ ’

<Qhy—I-see: Now is this in Hazlehurst or Drew?

2 This is-Hazelhuxrst, this is out from Hazlehurst, between-Hazlehurst—and—
ville+—

————

[ = =T o S = =T o N = = A o =
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H: ,#_yil¢§§> Is that where you-own—whe(? your folks own 200 and some
acres of land?

L No, that €, out in the country from Hazelhurst. .
You were telling me about your father's farm, would you call it a farm
or a plantation?

L /4 Farm. ‘

H: <A=fzrms How many other Blacks in that neighborhood would have had share-
croppers working for them?

L There were a few of them, maybe one or two families. White people would
havéﬁé; and—they-would—have em too.

H: Now in the communlt;ﬂygh were six years old, was there a public school
that you went to?

T.s YeéL74¥£MVﬁ£O
Do you know the name of that school? r//

L. Wedxd, the Church was Pleasant Hill Church, I rztE;;;that was the name of
the School too. 1It's been so long I don't remember.

H: Now how far did that school go? That is lst. through the 3rd-—grade —or
£ifth grafe?

L:Z; Fifth grade. Most of _— ——children to go to-school. Whea
they got up large Vegm;gh_.x.rt.hey%et’"wt“md“wenmmrﬁi

H: -N6w what grade were you when you went to M & I College?

L: Sixth.

H: You were in the sixth grade?

L: Yes.

H: When you finished the fifth grade, do you remember what kind of a school
closing you had, was there a graduation like ?

L: Yed, They had a graduation but I was a country boy I didn't know how to
appreciate it. 48Rt hey had a FTM

H A program?

/

L\20)/;»1—ugm:r-arrd—a-lt-L/Z7 ,‘/a/@ ?77r&,\~_
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L:

Do you recall anything about what it was like? What would people do?
Everything that they are doing now, the best that they could, you—know
what—T mean. ‘

Mi‘g‘ﬁ'f?
L: _ They would have programs just like they having now.
H:~—0kay, so then you went to M § I College.

Lz
H:
L

Oh that's where I'm talking about, M § I College, now. \Af ﬁ(

off, 1 see. PﬁkiMNMk ?7
It wasn't no such thing as @ school program in. .just say that's the

last day of school.

At M @ I College, that's where you had the school program?

Yei;/

&&m&a Now I want to go back to your childhood just a bit. What kind—of.
‘homes” whkgt was your home like? The-house in-which you lived?

We had a big a~fedf nice house. My daddy heé—a—nxee—housq? ~He=built it
from the ground.

Could you describe it for_gs]

. A .
1 meam,; how many rooms did it have, did it have Qne_ofﬂthase;what~yourcali
igy dog trot hallwaya(d?‘,—e.

No, in those days it wasafine home to us, the architect wouldn't dare to
have a room with a chimney down the center;ﬁgggﬁ‘ngr here, a room over
here and a dining room and kitchen back there.

Well that would be a pretty nice house now.

Oh it was a nice house.

Now~=. . abowt when was thaE& I have some feel that it was around the turn
of the century.‘;7

I was born in 1898.

Born 1898, wed* I had it about right. Tell me about your father.

.G he was a little man. My mother was a big woman, she did the work and

my father did the supervising.
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> @®, he told her what to do?
2
No, he didn't tell her what to do, she knpwed more what to do than he did.

H
L
H: Did your father ever whip you?
L I don't think 50, I don't remember.
H How about your mother?
L Oh goodness, she tore me up.
H: _Well what did you do to deserve whippings?

Everything, ewerythiang that lil-ed®e bad boys could do.

You classify yourself as a bad boy?

Oh yed’’
Y p _

L

H

L .

H: Could you just name a few of those things?

L Fight,}né :

H Qkays fighting and . . .what els? Slip off from home?

e Oh yesy See I was suppose to come home early and I'd slip in there in
the morning sometime, ead—all such-as thatl

H: This is before you were twelve years old?

L: No, @e. This wasn't before I was twelve years oldbgm'g-was——whan—l—was

5o efﬁey kept a good watch on me alright .al-—unédl after I got 12,
After I got 12 they saw they couldn't keep up with me.

H: So they let you go?
They let me go.

=

New, who took care of the sharecropping arrangements, your father or your

mother?

L: - My-father.

H+—Your father?

L My father took care of everything. My mama @ekept up with the workers.
See if they all worked together. Youdea't know nothing about what-yod~

—asking-@me. You don't knowfn_’ééhing about we farming.

His A little bit, I sure do. I grew up out theg€ in Brandon, and-yea 1 knéWw

a little bit about sharecropping but you see, many of my students don't

know and for you to describe that is an educative process for them, so

that's why I was asking you , you know what happened, what was it like.
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How do you think your father treated the people who worked for him?

L: We#*t that's one thing I didn't go along with my father in taking half
of what those peo le made, course that was the program,‘if you work
for me, I'ml@%éﬁlfurnish you your meals, your food and everything and
then when settling day come, if you haven't got enough to pay me well
I'm just out of it. So ! he way that sharecroppggg de) Share and
share alike.

So your wife kept up with all of this business angle, who owed what?

L: No, yea, well my mother and father worked together. They-were, if you
come in there and buy something they would put it on the book.

H: Se_your father had a store too?

L3 @n/» ye®, he had a _gscommensary.

Did people use the commensary other than those persons who worked for
him?

L: @D yes, see EgbhadfddmﬂrYRHVT“ﬁéﬁd“ﬁﬁfﬁiﬁg‘but*tabaeeofaﬂd~snu£f_ani"
sardines_and crackers and all such as thgb. Anybody could go in there
and buy.

Hs Qé§¥* How about the church, in your early life?

L: ©.-M=F>. ,5 Ibelonged to C¥E, Pleasant Hill{fnllcf Cgéimg4?

s Pteasant—Hiltl. Were your parents active in the church? )

Oh-yea. We all I’go down practically every fourth Sunday in August/waJ

L:

— —New York and different places.
H: Ne(f what did you do as a youth in the church?
L: Fight.

H: In the churcéﬂ Is that the truth?

L (/Laughteg// N?il never was a big church worker.
N

J: As a young poy?
_L:  As a youngcboy:
H: Did you go to Sunday School?
L My mama would make me. She would make me go to Sunday School, class

meetings and all such as that.
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H: What about your friends, yeu;._ﬁwaho did you run with?

L: <Wel® it was a big family of us down there.

Hiz Now<>, . what else did you do between the ages of 6 and 12 other than go
to school, help with the farm and yau—ggz% to Sunday School?7

L: I couldn't say I went to school mucE’I didn't get no higher than the
eighth grade,

H: But you did go some.
Qe yes, L dd .

did

Hs: You remember;, when you all start school, about October and go through
whet, April? | '

L: No, I tell you it started when cotton got up big enough to hoe, you'd

go back to school.

H: Till the last day of school.

Lis Yea, when you got opened, when cotton could be picked, forget it.

H: Forget it.

L ,See';h the Delta they'd have two shifts. They have one shift start, I
know the last one started in August, course they have quit that now.
Our people had a very poor time getting an education.

H: How about recreation, let'ssiﬁen you got out of the field and the sun

wasn't down yet, what did you do to play?
Mt Rag ball.
H: :ggg—zgié-andu. .
L: *“Rocks,dswimming, aLgxgg;_h;g_g;ggk,down—;here*tv“swim“tﬁ“”ﬁaygupiégézé
H: <Aad you would just go swimming with your friends?
Lz Qh_yea, we all would meet up at the swimming hole we called it.
B With the rag ball, what did you play?
L: That's a ball.

B+—Basekall™
H: Was itssoftball or did you call it rag ball?
///[' whka i P KEZ_ i ¥
" L Baseball. $See we didn't have money to buy a ball with so we d take

a string.
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L and wrap that ball tight and play just like you play here.
H;—_—S@h—bgu£he—;ime—you—eome_tn_Jackson*w.w.noTuyeurwentwto«GOliegE'tzgﬁf?’

L Bighe—

_H:——And-you went to the t2th——hes—theei Sth-grade? —>

_L:  Eighth-grade—
s A

H: How old were you qéﬂbu&ou finished the eighth grade?

I didn't finish it.

You went to the eighth grade? : hdﬁﬂ/
Lz I went till, 1916,was ﬁ&'last time in school, when school closed.. 1917

I was suppose to go in the Army but so happened I didn't have to go to—

the—-Army.
Hi— Why didn't-veu?
LS : was signed before I got there and I didn't-have to go to
/,,_Lge,Afmy::*

H:  Well what did t did you d do tQé@E::>
_Started - the things tthﬁE_Egl§_zgg~g;ng;ay

H: Q‘\Gﬁ. That's when you. . .nof—;aplgll@&s~thq? when you were working as a

baker in Drew?

L: Well see ip;~when I was working at the bakery in Drew I was still was in

school.

That's what I thought.

Hi
L3 Ghen my daddy would let me out he would let me gO,QYEI—LQ—§§9—TZ\ff?t’
and I had a bakery s at would give me $25.00 a week for two
\ e

~weeks for three weeks; to-buy some

_gaen”BE'E—ESEE‘;hd

Hs What happened between 1915
'off when I came to Jackson,

H: Before you came, I want to

Well_sgs§>before I came to

in school.

tp,ScﬁBol. I mush\have been aBéﬁf IS’or 16 or

and 1925 when you came to Jackson wQEE_hapﬁéggg?\\
T married. =

et just what happened between.
g J PP oy i
Jackson that=was-whea-IL-was I around.up there
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QlY, you came from Ohio, right?
No, I haven't been to Ohio yet.

L3

<§g€ when I came to Jackson, I found my wife here and they was working
for a woman that had a restaurant. They-was, she, her mother got sick

and she got after me to take the restaurant and I told her I didn't have

é@ﬁa/ﬁoney for ﬂz;restaurant. She said. . .basically I don't know nothing

about cooking. She said well your mother-in-law cooks for me. She run

my place she and her aunt and look like they ought to E- able to run

yours. And that's where I got the idea from. New

vacation an

Now. .., who, was this a Black lady that you bought the restaurant from?

Lsi¢ Hattie Wilson. (Hattie Wilson)
. ~Hettie—Wilson —— (Hattie Wilson), <ﬂn§7what was the restaurant called?
L: Mill and Oakley.
H: It was just called Mill and Oakleyz %Hﬁr1jﬁr—_—_—75f~fﬁé restauran:ﬂ—“
L2 Yea
41;___M;;&/EEH”GEEIE§~EEEt;ﬁianfffz’
L: It was Hattie Wilson's Restaurant till I got it and when I got it I changed
it to Mill and Oakley.
Mill and Oakley. Is the building still there now?
L: Ye&(very much so.
Is there a restaurant there now?
: They got a club, they sell food there though. ' -
H: Now does the building look like it looked in-&g____'
L: I built a new building.

"
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H: When did you build that building?

L: Oh-that-building, it was an old shack and took like te-me I built that
building in 1952. I had a four store front building there.

H: Yea I thought it looked like a pretty nice substantial structure
there. You still own that building?

L: Yeﬁz/

H: ©Okay, what kind of food did you serve in the restaurant?

L I served food when I was in the restaurant business. Z*-served. . .

H: Tell me about it. . .I'd just like to know. . .

T I served everything that a first class restaurant coulgfv,v, -

H oD o=

ta o J o = = B o = =

ke

Fish, shrimps, sirlion steaks, pork chops, liver, everything. Anybody
can tell you about-that restaurant. You-was—too—young to Kknow f;l it
was up to par then, it was one of the best in town.
How long did you keep it open?-
Until about two months ago.

. Now_is-thi¥s, you had this restaurant from 1925 on?
No, mag® that's not the restaurant that I had from '25'. The one I had
from '25', I sold it in '26'
What was that one?
Mill and Oakley.
Okay, now the one, which restaurant are we talking about now?
Mill and Oakley.
We are talking about Mill and Oakley, but the restaurant that just closed
thetds the one on Church Street?
Church Street, Edward Lee.
Okays—fine. New did you remeber Lawrence C. Jones, of Piney Woods.
Do I3 He was one of my good friends.
We*t the reason that I asked that is that I have done some work on him
and I am not sure if it was he or one of the Cotton Blossan singers who
said they use to come there after they performed to eat.

To eat, that's right.

w1
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L

—— if’a couple years ago, a@&& one of them came around to

see me. Professor age Jones, all of them use to come, that—was, T
couldr't say-all-of them but I had all I could take care(of.

Did you have a parking problem?

Wkﬂéé’l didn't have much of a parking problem, course you can park on the
street.

Neé?l was 3é¥?ys surprised when I would be talking to one of them and
they would say, after we would finish our concert at College Park or
whereever, Dr. Jones would always take us to down to Edward Lee. I
would say where is Edward Lee, Fdidm't . - +(laughter) You knowy I
wasn't sure of what it was like, Could you describe the dining room or
the area where you served them at that time?

HWEll-we wés. . .

Daes it—took-that way now?>

?éﬁk It's that way now, just like it was theni Ses I would have been
dexr@ sold it but the place burned and I wasn't able to fix it. It had
upstaris and downstairs. I had a quarters downstairs long as across this
building. That's where my family stayed. I had twenty—four rooms ,

we rented.

@ﬁrf? I guess 1'll have to go in that area, one of the young ladies, that
I talked to, . .described coming in there and you not permitting drinks
to be served and stuff while they were there.

Nes~I didn't serve drinks.

Welds that was one of the things that I was concerned about. I would say
wedt why would students go in the Edward Lee Hotel? And she'd say oh it
was very nice, he wouldn't permit anything to happen while we were there.
Nos—hat a few years ago, they turned these boys alose from Parchman and
these inmates from over here the assylum, and they just come there and
took ovér.,ANou I couldn't go there and just shoot it out witﬁjém, cause
that's what they wanted to do. They—wanted-to do anything wromg. Ydu
Qgg}Aaqﬁ I just couldn't doé;ching with them and the police I'd go get
<hem and-they ecouldn'¢® .-.didn't want to kill*&ﬁ:-ycu;kﬁew,_didn'tfwant
dgé_dofgéthing to them, so itjwet I lost a fight.

=115
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o 12

Wq%ff I appreciate that cause that's one of the subject I am most in-
terested in is Dr. Jomes and his life, and that kind of thing. How
would you describe Dr. Jones, what kind of man do you think he was?
Berson, you-know-how you-size up a man?

M , I tell you one thing, he was one of the best men that I knowed.
If he could do anmything for you, you could go down there without any
money at all, and he'd find a job for you, and let you get a start.

He was a fine fellow. We use to go down there .agd to the ballgames and
to the singing and all like that. I remember the last time I went down
there, they were having a picnic or something and he called Zﬁﬁﬁ_ on
stage. Amd I é' you mean he called a little man like me to come on
his stage. I wasn't no talker but I had td g0 up there,an&—w-c?what
his daughter's name

. . Wis—daughtef? ~

Yea?

F—_Somebody-Wagds Heten-Wood€?

Not b)

| £ QB & = ¢

= = o I = < N = = N

What that girl's name? Miss ____ _—-

Miss Moman?

No.

That's not his daughter though. . .Now I know about his son.

He didn't have 6@ son did he?

Yeg. Warren, Junioy and-new-here I can't think of his sons names, as well

as I know them but he had two somns.
==

Moy she worked at the Post Office.

Qﬁ? that's his sister.

Was that his sister?

Weigg)l know who you are talking about, she lives right up here in those

Sjon
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H: apartments on Robinson Road .

L: N

H: %a;i? Miss S. —

Lz W¥iss Bass.

H: Nellie Bass, I was gonna hate myself if I couldn't think of her name.
Ne&%ie”B§§§ff Yes, she's been there in those apartments up there downY
from Krogers. '

T See——%hese—girxi: . .sqe’1'd go to éectbaﬂs—noc~£getbaig, baseball and
singing -and music, and that's why they knowed me. I'd go down there at
different times totry te getp?rogram, and—that—s—why—aii—ef—tﬁéﬁﬁ

H: koﬁi you'd have them to come t Jackson to sing. -

L Yea,

H: eh—{—qggi Where were they performing in Jackson?

L: Out at the skating ring.

B Where was the skating ring at%illie

L: It use to be where the old Stevenson' use to be.

H: -0kay. Where else would they sing?

1: Anywhere. They'd sing anywhere in town.

H: WgE;,,J#£aﬁ"SEé~%ﬁgf_E~_a_5f—TETHtIUHShtp’A‘Oﬂ?& I could go on and on

talking about Dr. Jones, but let me switch a little bit 8ﬁ&-¥§’ do you
remember the Palace Auditorium?

L: Crystal Palace?

Not the Crystal Palace. The Palace Auditorium that is up the street from
the Crystal Palace.

i Wasnltpno»PaIQFEQ.

H: Palace—Auditoridgm?

L: No

H: ELALJGKﬁF~41ﬂ91F1H??7 .Kirk McQwen owns that building now.

L:

H.____But_ax—s—ap—the;e—frourTff’?ﬁT\k_______’i

L:
H:

No, it's the first place where I use to have my dances.

Where did you have your dances now?

=
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L wHBrEESE% you talking about.

H2 Crystal Palace?

L I had them at the Crystal Palace, and also the place you talking about.

H: The Palace Auditorium? ?X»y@ o P

- Yes, not—the Palace.—- . . . . it's the Crystal Palace,, wasa't—me auditorium
there, that was the Crystal Palace Hall.

H: Now you talking about the building where Harmon's Drugstore is now?

L: Yea, yea.

H: o you use to schedule dances in the Crystal Palace?

Lz . See it was a place open where anybody could reni,digzpiyuse_ta_nge.’.
fa fact I -had a lease during the War = —and myself.> .

Bz What kind of dances would you have?'

a2 (Laughter) What kind of danégg?

H: —fekayqzﬁéiif_~ﬁ

L: —Well.

H: _—You just had the big bdnds.>.

L3 The big bands, EArl Hines and all that group. . .=

<H: o7

Lﬁ],ﬁ_Eari:ﬁinesg’you mayfnot"know’hid;?

H: Earl Hines, ne3 I don't know him.
This is still July 16th. and we are talking to Mr. Edward Lee,
. . .opened up the Masonic Temple down on Lynch Street.

L: Yea, on Christmas Day with the Ink Spots, that's the lag;ﬁni@gjlfﬁlﬁyéd
- =i — - o~

‘them. I use to bri TbnS“&n;@ere:‘-¥ourwasn't

\glg_gggugh~ee~gn‘f’aon t think.

H: T guess not. T am learning a lot about it. I am hearing people talk<355§fﬁ

*~*{f Describe the Crystal Palace, what did it look like?

It was just a plain building with good floors had a big fan in it.

Where was the fan?

BRaek-in the back.

How was it decorated in the ceiling?
It wasn't decorated.

It didn't have anything up there?

r-'mr‘m.r*mr'

No, we didn't know gﬁkhing about wo decoration then.
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Did you have a ball or anything?
Lz A ball?
I am trying to think of why it was called Crystal. Did you have anything

crystal.

Tt I don't know. It belonged to Mr. Hodges, he bought it. He—gust_LhQ%%?t
of that I reckon; cause I —ain tseemrno Crystal roound-there-nowhere.
Were there any paintings on the wall that you recall?

L: No, it wasn't p painting on the wall. Maybe it was some decoration al-
right cause he had a decorator, but I don't remember any.

H: Now, did Mr. Hodges build that building?

T2 Yea, he built it, around 1931 or 1932.

He Could you recall the building contractor who built that, I mean who he
used to built it?

s No. I know one man but he couldn't, he in my shape nearly, he couldn't

tell you too much.

H: Who is that?

L: Cecil ,A(i' ‘.

H:  How is Mr./Stiff?

Ls He%doing alright, he hollored at me yesfiddy.

H: g?i he's still living down these on g§§2g§ZZtreet?~

T Yea, right across the street from where he was.cs C Yo
me -

H: —J-meam—Church Street, «@BBht. So you booked dances both for the Crystal
Palace and the Palace Auditorium up the street?

L: No, I was booking for myself.
Okay, but in those buildings.

L: I would rent those buildings.

H: h@ﬁ?you used both of them. Do you know anything about that sign that's
on that building that says the King Hiramw%

L: < Grand-Fodge._. .

H$

L: Yea,s that building, that's the one you talking about, just while ago, seéD

S

ZGran

I use to give dances there too. We had that place leased, Bill and myself.

. "’/___,.'»-—————‘ -
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Lz \X§;:> It belonged to the McQuen$ I think old man McQuen dead news=i
reckon.
Kirk McQuen?
L: I don't know his first name, we just called him Mr. McQuen. We kept that
place. -a—iong—t?mééi4b£ik the King leam r%nted it from us, see—that
(,thegone—that gUt‘that“Masonlc Temple,eﬂt’"“’

LicS 'WhltfleId M111,‘§E§'§I§Eb

HY & And<they_wéfiffi?t%ngﬁif‘“‘“Du . b

L: & No, -
H&\&_ They took it over £€ér O« o &

L:  Xes, see the HEEL_QELQI_Lhe,Har,they took it. See I had—it before the
War44/'”
\___//

H: Okgy; now we got that aspect of entertainment. You had big bands that

use to come there.

L: I got every big promoter that's ever been to Jackson on my wall.

H= Where is this?

T That's down at the Hotel.

H: “ﬁUWﬁ“at*tﬁé“Hetekz

Lz I covered them up to keep from ever playing them anymore.

H: You covered them up?

Liie Yea, they covered up now, you know they just got ply wood over them.

H: Oh, that-should be-. .

)y I got everybody's picture , the last band I played here was Otis Redding,
and he got drowned the next week, in a plane wreck.

Hz: ‘Bt he played at the Crystal Palace? _

i No, that place wasn't big enough. I played him at the aud@dtorium down-

town.
H: “Oh. When was that?
L3 '§§;:§:§e—ptayéa—‘1_m _‘::tUWﬁ=£h€¥é:§EBEELs1xmor_seven_year;—h—‘\l
H: Your last year doing that was when?A_Ahggf?

~

I dont' know what year it was. .

Mid seventies, about séventy-five?
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Le Ye4§, it was in seventies.
H: y, now having come to Jackson arouzg)lQT yé W #
L: (/ v ting it down there noy,,tﬁé/pool room. ..
H: \ The pool ro at ,vwhere”is that?
L: \ That's the Cyrszéi;falace.
H: j Can you- remember, aré‘yourcomfortable?
Lz Yea. T
ph\ P : . .
H: Can you remember what the Crystal'Palace looked like? Did-—it~have. .

not_the Crystal Palace, I-already asked you-thats-the Palace Auditorium.

s The Palace Auditorium?

H: Upstairs, where you use to hawe those dances.
Lis I told you it looked just like this, just four walls put together.
H: "Bk#?l now you remember on the corner of Mill and Hamilton Street, they

called it the Green.

what they called it, ;he_G;een_soamﬁigggi;‘-

H: ‘TUU“Fﬁ%% they use to hawe carnivals, that use to come to Jackson.
L: Yea @0t gee that was , that=was- a show.

H: A show?

%ﬁ::::IDar~&iying—hrﬂiﬁﬁi:bf @

Rabbit Foot?

Lis Owmred that cafe some — use to run that place, agd I don't remember

Rabbit Foot and it was two o£+é§j Rabbit Foot and another one.

I know two, the name of some town, that other show. Silas Green.
.Silas—6reens———Yea.-

Now what were they like, we want to recreate those kinds of shows.
i con)

i ke—people clowny—j ing. 1t iff
Li owny—just_a bunch of PFBB?,":,Cl“E%EES' = g

——

[ = =TS o = = N N = =

< - — 3 : ')
between S11asqGre§3\hrr ?

L S (Lee) —_—

H: They did the sa i Silas Green.
oy

Hie Would therebe talking or just singing?

=] =
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Lz

Lz

| S

Yéa, it was talking, singing, dancing, cursing and everything else.
People just get up there clowning.

Yeds

Would you have to pay to go see it?

Yeé}/

How long was the performance?

—Well it may be about a couple of hours.

Did you ever promote these?

No, they did their own promoting.

ﬁgz%'they cgme down and set up Eentsgzr“what?

Tentss—yea. 2¥2>f¢£kj <§L/ Lﬁ7ﬁLJZ,j8L

What kindg of things did they sell at that time?

%i:i did them people sell, it wagqf;/ggthing but national. . .I don't know

———

W \t_Babbif'??ﬁﬁ?#ﬁﬁi?ﬁggﬂ;élling now.
I am speaking about what people were selling, popcorn, candy. . .
They may had that I didn't ever go down-te —

o

Q&Eﬁl how about a medicine man show? Do you ever remember seeing a
o

e

medicine man show?

I don't remember ever seeing one.

That sounds like the old west or something, okay. Do you remember Mr.
Seth Ballard?

Who?

They call him the root man, or sassarice man, a man who walked down Farish
Street in big hollander shoes, with roots on his shoulder.

I remember seeirg a man of that type, I din't know his name.

You didn't know who he was?

No.

ﬂgw7ﬁiﬁ’§63j did you ever interact with him or talk with him.

No, I just sé@fhimy I just figure/he was just clowning with hi Q§elf.
Okay.— 1 need to have the names of your childrenb‘we mentioned your

children on the other tape but we don't have their names, the—names_of.

youf’EEZIa;;;:
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L My oldest boy is Edward N. Lee, Sr.

5 Edward N. Lee? What's the N. for?

L: He has his for Nathaniel, but it's SUPPORY, be North.

Hs North, N-O-R-T-H?

L3 That's what my name is.” My oldest boy is Edward N., so he is Edward N.
Lee, Sr.

H: Now is he still living?

L: Huh? :

Hs ‘Hﬁégls*hE“dUing—neﬁﬂ—

L3 m,he's dead.

He ‘“ﬁh, I'm~serry5 and let's seej; you had two. . .

 E9 The other one is Eddie Lee, you got her name down?

Hi Eddie Lee, your wife's name?

: You got her name down dont' you? 25//;&/

Yes, I asked when we first started, is that Alley Lee?

EL: Ellee

H: Elle, EL L E.

L: And the other boys' name is Eddse=Ewe; Eddie L. Lee.

H: Okay, now when you had the Pengium Restuarant, who was your partner
then?

L: Duke Williams.

Hs Duke WiltlTiams?

s Now where was the Pengium?

L On the corner of Dalton where it is now.

H: -Oh;—that Pengigm, I thought that was probably the Pengium that you was
talking about, and it's good to get that straight. And your wife's
Aunt name was Annie Belle, the one that you mentioned in the other tape.
Oh yes, in the other tape also you mentioned having a contract with the
Army. What was the nature of the contract?

L Sleeping and feeding inductees going into the camp.

€8 1 assume these were Blacks and the only place they could stay in town

was . //L/ /ﬂxfit,//
L: /¥§%§e'wﬁfg‘ihe only two places. . .

Your hotel andiqfit( P
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L: Summerslyéﬂﬁ;{/
/
H Aﬂd~SummerstaLelff’qug;’did you apply for this contract or somebody

just came and asked you if you would do that?

Lt No, I applied for it.

H: What was the process, I mean how did you do that?

L¢ I den't . . .what do you meafi?

H: I am trying to figure out how you knew that the Army needed to sleep these

people somewhere?
1.3 Well, see, I'm in business. ..
You in business. .
j 5 I am suppose to keep up with it ain't no sense in all them people getting

away, me and Bill went in there and fought for it.

He Okay .
L We asked for them rather, we didn't have no fight.
H Yea, see a lot of times it's a matter of letting people know. Now what I

have not really understood is why the Army had soldiers in Jackson?
L: They had the camp here.

Where was the Camp?
-Er— Out herg-on. . .
_H:——IncCIinton?

35 No, out-here-at+ < —most of it isreut-there"now?"the'Armymhadiééﬁéfbéaﬁiéfs

e

%’

o — e — — —— 1 o — g // ’
H: Is the-camp, somewhere I saw something,... that's not Fortificatiom Street,
nes——r—

.L:— No, you-go out. . .yea itt*s Fortification Street.

Hi Way out Fortification?

Lz Yea.

from

H: Now how would those men get  your hotel out to the Camp?

L They'd haul them.

H: The—Army, they had Army vehicles.

T Yea.

H: When I know more, I'll ask you a few more questions about that. These

are kinds of things that I am really learning about at this point. Now
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H: you also mentiored in your other interview about a bookstore that was
on Farish Street.

L Yea, it's in the Crystal Palace.

H: You had a bookstore there?

Iz No, I didn't.

Hi Who did?

L I -d&rt, I don't know who told you about cause I don't know e o\

H I thgught you mentioned something about a bookstore that was down there.

L2 Oh—that's—en. . .that YMGA; the YMCA is on Farish is right there on the

corner of Farish,

H: The YMCA, that would be Farish and Monument?
L: No, Farish and Church.
H: The YMCA was on Farish and Church. Where-abgut?

L That's-the-eme—. . . .on Mill and Ghurqgf“'

B Okay— .

L: Mhere you-get—your books, ain't—that ghe

H: _ Oh,—the Lihrary=—

He Tﬂ; Library, that's what you were talking about. Okay, see that's what I
was trying to get cleared up, you know. What yeu meant about théf?-fhe

L;E;ﬁ;y,ther L—kaew—ﬁhaf’“ .What I need is that if you can

visually think how Farlsh Street looked in 1925. What d1d it look like?
1f I started there on the corner of Capitol and FArish and I walked north
You'd have some planks to walk on.

s Planks, what do you mean?

L: (laughter) Planks.
Planks? The streets were muddy?
Muddy, they put planks there for you to walk on. Let's see, what year
did you say that was?
1925, the year when you first came, 925,

Ls They'd just taken them up when I come here.
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All the way on the street or just a portion on the street?
We¥T T couldn't tell you how far they Whz$~%~ . but I do know that they

cause
had planké sidewalks, just as I was coming in here they was tearing them

up.
I guess we don't want to go back there do we. . . have planks on the

streets, instead of having concrete sidewalks, they had planks.

Li=__ Planks, they put them sidewalks in there sinee, well they was putting
< —them in here when I come here.

f2 =S o = - N A = = N o R = =

== < - I

Okay. Did they ever have street llghts,/éasllights on Farish Street?

I don't think so. I don't think they ever had gas lights.

How were the streets lighted?

Electric.

They wouldn't be the posts like they are now would they?

Yea.

Tike when you first booked something at the Crystal Palace or the Palace
Auditorium, how was the street lighting?
Just like they are now.

Like they, are now? Y
They may égaghéllmproved on some of them but the;ﬂregular lights.,
What kind of signs did they have on the<g;11d1ng?

Claude Hodges, 1931, I believe it is.

H: —That same thing that.. . .

L: _ The same thing that's on " there Sow.

Hi Okay, Mr. Lee, I really canndt think of any other questions, I hope you
understand what I am trying to do that is trying to get a Vlsualimage
of the way things 100E .so—that-we-ecan- make~ N

L: ‘__,t,*L~gethn'BacE round. . é&ﬁféé‘i_got a pretty parklﬂg<lot, area

H:——Around—in The Back?

L: Un huh.—

H: In the back of your building there is good parking?

L: Well sees I gotﬂf i two houses before you get to the hotel.

H: 05?7; a lady was talking about that today, she had seen the sign but I

had not seen the sign.
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L: T\T“TgovernmEﬁt”ﬁIaﬁéi;ggigg..r—flefgég;t another Black péisgijg;_EEEEESH\\\

. than I have.

B You'd like to have it restoredﬂaf somg sort of way, wouldn't you?
oy | Armr—
L I would like to have but I admlt=got the money.
H: Does the house look like it looked when you first bought it, in some
parts?
L Yea. Just like it was when I first bought it.

Hm I really had not noticed it that clearly. I know that you have a sign

out there that says Edward Lee Hotel . andraL}T—but—thatls~somethingzghat
we-will have to just=.. . . ..Mr. Lee I want to thank you for your time

and all. What I need to ask you on the tape, is may we use this for
our historical research in the Farish Street Historic District and at
Jackson State University. I am asking you if we can use the information
that you have given us?

Lz Now this information here, I know I made some mistakes, but I like the
one, that first one was.
Okay, so what are you saying, you want to see it transcribed?

L et I was clear when I had that one made, since then it seem like I got
kinda all. ..
Well, it sounds good to me, . What are your wishes?
When you get it completed bring it back and I may can give you some more.

Okay, alright, I appreciate that very much.

END OF INTERVIEW



