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2812 Lydiae Ste,
Jackesonville, Fla.,
Moy 4, ;949

The Honorable Harry Botts,
House Chambers,
Talahassee, Fla.

Dear Mr. Botts:

As a native Floridian, white and a Democrat, interested
in the progress of our state and its educational insgti-
tutions, 1 wag deeply concerned at reading in the Florida
Times-Union of May 4, that your committee to investigate
communism, proposed to use as a measuring rod of the
loyalty of the teaching staffs of our college and univer=
gsities, their statement as to whether or not they had
ever "expressed themselves as being against any Florids
racial segregation laws."

The issue in this seems to me, tot that of racial segre=-
gation, but the much more fundamental problem of whether

or not we can continue the procegs of orderly, legal

changeg in our laws and government that has been going on
for more than one hundred and fifty years and which was
planned for by the framers of the Constitution of the

United States. We have our Bill of Rights because the people
were not satisfied with the constitution. They expregsed
their opinions freely and their leaders made those changes
which have been so vital to our democracy. Had those people,
and their leaders, been - even by implication - subject to
digscrimination because of their opinions those changes could
never have been made. You or I may not agree as to the
wigdom of a certain law, but, though obeying that law while
it is in effect, you or I may attempt by peaceful means

to change ite.

It seems to me that to imply, as the report of the question=-
naire certainly does, that that portion of our leadership
engaged in teaching in the Universities cannot express
opinions on existing laws is to invite the kind of dissster
we all want to avoids This kind of activity - in my opinion-
is much more dangerous to our form of government than a

few communists, who cannot accomplish much in a country

where people are really free.

Yours truly,

(Mrs. R. L. RozeaY)




Sare letter sent to the persons on the attached
liste

May 6, 19)49 L.
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. Myrs Joe Higdon
605 Vest Ashley Street
Jacksonville, Florida

Dear lir, Higdont

I have just been advised by lirs. Iucille G Coleman, pres-
ident of the Ceneral Alumni Association of the Florida A
and M College, of the plans of the Executive Committee of
the Association to call a special meeting in Jacksonville,
Florida, Saturday afternmoon, at 2 o'clock, at the Clara
White Mission, to discuss the actions recently taken by
the legislative committee on commnistic activitics in
Florida colleges.

I am sure that much good can come of such a meeting and we
“here at Florida A and Il College can be greatly helped by
having your thinking on such vital matters as are now con-
fronting us. For this reason I have accepted lirs. Coleman's
invitation and am writing to assure you that I expect to be
present and T would be pleased indeed to have the opportunity
of seeing you and talking with you on this occasion.

Sincerely yours,
Wm, He Gray, Jr.

WHG sachb




P

o,

/ D

-

W/

v 20
730
e
5o
6o
vTe

194
o,
e
22,
234
2he
v25.

. Mr, James H, Lewis « 105 East Union Street, Jacksonville

CONFERENCE = LEGISLATIVE ACTION

Mrs, Lucille G, Coleman « 1146 West 30th Street, Jacksomilla

My, G, We Conoly «~ A, and M, College

M, C. Speed, Lincoln High School, West Brevard Street, Tallahassee
M, Willie Smith « 601 West Ashley Street, Jacksonville

lr, Joe Higdon - 605 West Ashley Street, Jacksonville

Miss Egrtha M, M, White = 613 West Ashley Street, Jacksonville

Attye Do W, Perking = Masonic Temple, Broad Street, Jacksonville
Res, 9L9 West Beaver Street, "

Biship J, 4, Gregg - Edward Waters College

Preaident Ay Jy White = Edward Waters College
Pregident R, V, Moore -~ Bethune~Cookman Co]iege

Mrs, Mary licLeod Bethune- BethuneCookmen College |
President Je N, Tilley, Florida Normal College

I, Ceorge W, Engram « Pe O, Box 2348 «~ Dgytona Beach
Mr, Wim, B, Stewart - Industrial High School, 1lth Street & Division Ave,,W.P.B.
Atty. Leonard Lewis - 105 East Union Street, Jacksonville

Attye Lo E, Thomas = 1035 Northwest Second Avenue, Miami
M, G, D, Rogers, Sres Uil North Boulevard, Tampa
Mr, C, Blythe Andrews = P, O, Box 2619, Tampa
My, James Jackson « Tampa Bulletin, Tampa

e 2o L, Riley « 573 West Church, Orlando
Dr, I, P, Davis « 1036 Northwest Second Avenue, Miami
Mr, Milton P, Rooks = 1135 Pierce Street, Clearwater
My, Harry T, Moore = Box l, Mims, Fla,
Dr, H, D, Goode = Pensacola
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ey, W, B, Combg - 1531 Northwest First Place, Miami
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Mre Go L, Porter - Lincoln High Schooly West Brevard Street, Tallahassee '
My, G, W, Perkins = Gibbs High School; St. Petersburg

Dr, Co C, Starke - Deland

Mry C, Hy Henry = Grand Master, Grand Lodge of lMasons, Quincy, Fla.
Myy W, R, Robimop - Fort Pierce

o Mayme Williams < Booker T, Washington High School, 1200 North 6th Avenue,Miami
My, E, Rusbindoff Jones = 137 Florida Avemue, Miami
Mr, B, L, Goines = Grand Chancellor, Knights of Pythias, Box 2073, Jacksonville
lirs, Hattie I, James - 1718 Myrtle Avenue, Jacksonville
My, Albert Bethune - P, O, Box 326, Daytona Beach
Mrs, Sarah Lark = 1463 West 21st Street, Jacksonville
Inez Alston Boyer - Tanpa 5 e Lamary &o

39 Mr, Edward Davis , S22 «. B roadwa., O cal
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Dr, Von D, Mizell - 1422 Northwest 6th Street, Fto Laderdale
)at present he is enrolled at the Howard Medical School

Mr, Spady, $.2, Bqrver Va5 Oetrcy Roaes

Mrs, E, P, Jones - Edward Waters College Ji,,, Lo VA=
lMrs, Viola T, Hill - 626 West Washington Street, Orlando P, P 13
Reve Ko D, Britt - 1345 West 6th Street, Jacksonville /f' sy

0 2
Reve Wesley Jones, lt, Zion A, I, E, Church, Jacksonville ,/2 N Farin

s

lirs, F. A. Ponder = 1313 Sth Aveme, South, St. Petersburg ol

Dr, C, E, Hampton - 003 lMagnolia Street, Ocala iRt ([‘:/ 1igr
Mr, John A, Diaz = 233 Nortiwest 9th Street, Miami
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STATMNTLOF PRESIDENT GRAY TO LEGISLATIVE COMMITTER
TO IRVESTIGATE COMMUNISTIC ACTIVITIES IN FLORIDA
INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER LEARNIRG :

Wednesday Evening
May 11, 191.‘9
7130 Py M.

I think that Dr. Miller and Dr, Campbell have both raised the only question
that I might have concerning this situation and any suggestion I might have to
make

After all, I am sure you realize that we definitely wish to cooperate and
we are going to cooperate with you. And if there is any information that you
want at the college, we would certainly try to get it for you, Of course sy On
the matier of this particular questionnaire, as was indicated to you last night,
the question of segregation is one that was quite alarming to our faculty., At
the present time, we have been trying to pake some advances in trying to bring
into the ‘state people who are sble and qualified, We are very careful in
selecting ocur faculty because of this very problem...positive learning and try
to gulde them into utilizing to a maximum the opportunities which are availe
able to our people and mimimize the barriers that may be present.

.- For that reason, we exercise a great deal of care in the selection of
personnel and that very fact makes us rather anxious that our persomnel is able
»esbecauge people who do come to us have attained advanced degrees, There are
only two lundred fifty Negroes in the country with doctor's degrees. We will
have twenty-five of those persons at Florida A, and M. College this summer,
That imposes upon us a responsibility of trying to make these people as secure
ag possible inasmich as we do require of them certain basic restrictions that
are in conflict with what academic people call "academic freedom," To us
college people, that means something that permits the people to kick the presi-
dent around and keep their Jobs, But that brings us, of course, right face
to face in the matter ofe.sin the fact that we do not want to lose these people
when we get them. It is a tough job, Their being close to the capitol and
recogniging that we are a part of the state's program and they ask the question
as to whether they have to express themselves against segregation, That, I
think, has been of primary concern to us,

There are the other two questions which have been asked in the matter of
invading their privacy in asking whether you are a member of a political party.
Many regard this as a personal question which they should not be called upon
to answer,

Certainly the oath is a very good one, but there are some who have
religious purposes who feel that they should not sign the oath., We come to
safeguarding certain freedoms which are characteristic of demooracy. I do
certainly personally feel that there would be no objection to answering the
question, but it would be a question of the pertinency of the question to
the object which we have in mind, Paul Robeson's statement to the contrary,
I do not feel that you will find many Negroes in America who are concernmed
with Commnism. I do want you to feel free to look in on us.




Statement of President Gray to lLeglslative Committee
to Investigate Communistic Activities in Florida
Institutions of Higher Learning--2

In your study you might want to analysze carefully the books and articles
which might have been written by members of our staff, I think that that might
be more pertinent than the books we teach from. Too frequently, and regretfully,
the professors themselves have not read them, I don't think that faculty
members should be held responsible for all the books that you might find in the
library and that might happen to be on record, At the same time, I do think
that you could hold a professor responsible for books that he might have writien
and not for what he has been quoted.
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Jume 1h, 1949

Pr, Joe T W; Bre
Wewpord News, Virginia

Dear Dr. Thomas:
teappmiateywrlettero!dmm advising us of the

availability of copies of the telk which you made before
the Senate Foreign Relations Committee. We are following

Wmmmmmammmmcmmeh
%‘bﬁ dﬂ.s‘ar&mtedtomm mi’wnlt«yandn&udmb

You are to be cmmﬁadfwmmmmmmm
to free the natives of the Belgian Congo and I hope others
wjoin with you in this effort.

'&ﬁm amms Ian
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