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The purpose of this interview is to ascertain information con-
cerning the function of the Lynch Street C.M.E. Church in the community.
This intewview is with Mr. Bernard M. Thornton, a member of that
chureh since 1925 and a trustee since 1945.

A native of Natchez, Mississippi, lir. Thornton has lived in Jack-

FFFy theee cirdy eight
son forgﬁﬁfof nis é8 years. He is married and the father of two children.
He is in excellent health. He is retired from working for the A.F. of L.
C.I.o.

This interview is being conducted on October 28, 1976, at 9:30

a.m. in Mr. Thornton's living room at 1713 Barrett ave., Jackson. Mr.
thag feur year old +win 5Rnnd5ons

Thornton's wife and/twoesmall®children®are in the room during the

interview. The interviewer is Linda Overman, a history major at

Jackson State University, conducting the interview for Omal History 300.



Interviewer: Linda Overman

Interviewee: Bernard M. Thornton |

Subject: The Function of the aynch Street C.M.E. Church in the
Comnunl ty

Date: October 28, 1976

Time: 9:30 a.m.

Place: 1713 Barrett Ave, Jackson, lis.
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O: Mr. Thornton, how long have you been a member of the C.M.E./Church?

T: Well, T joined that Church in 1925 under the pastor of Rev. Tom
Senders Jr.

O: Was that in Natchez?

T: No, here.

Ot Oh, here after you moved to Jackson.

T+ Right, I was A.M.E. till I moved to Jackson. Then when I moved to
Jackson, I was out on this end (of town)gse~I statted golng to
Sunday School down there on Lynch Street so,I just Joined in 1925.

O: T noticed on the cornerstone of the buildlng and on the property
deeds that you were a trustee 1n1?454ﬂfgg¢and /965 . Was that

&~ continuous over that@ year period?

T: Yes, continuously.

O+ You joined the church in, you said [125 . Andwhat Eind of dutles
have you held with the church? i

T: Well, tnustee, stewaquaadkteaohing Sunday Sohool,/ﬂhd secretary
of the steward board.

O: How are trustees chosen for the church?

T: They are nominated by the pastor to the vote for the conference.
They ere confirmed by the board of conference. sea£the pastor makes jhe

voting board Frsee-
recommendations to thenvoxeaf%ﬂtwhioh the elder presides over

and he recommends seven, nine, or whatever they got to have. He
recommends them to the board of conference to be conflrmed for



T+ (cont.) the conferenceptrusteed  S#A+e +he—  property..

O: What are a truées duties?

Ty A trusteeé duties are to look after the church property. Whatever
the church owns, maybe, its got typewriters,or chalrs,or pews, a
pkano, organist(s cut the utilities/f stuff like that. Trustees is
custodians;ﬁzil or—anything in the church.

O: Since your name was on the deeq,igno%%céa;when the{® was a name
change a#=ths»timeulenoticed?%%%then you do legal duties for the
property?

T: Righg, if it come necessary.

0: What type of activities did the C.M.E. Church provide for its
members?

T: Well5 we—don't have- y—well-we~have,- what would you consider

activities? guch as Sunday School. « ¢ &

O: Well, I know‘;hat they had choir and Sunday School . «

T: We had Sunday School, we had choir, we had C.Y.F. for the young
people .4+we had ehoiry &+ Y.Fs, Sunday sehoo¥.

O: Did they have any type of 1adieg organizations?

T; Well, they had missionary society and then you have the laymen
councllpand®all the laymen meét' theré-oncecevery month and we
study the In;olpline (guidelines for the C.M.E. Church) or what-
ever literature. Highpoints are pertaining to the C.MfE. church.

O: The book of what? I didn't understand what you said.

T: The book of Discipline.

0: Oh.

“ir. Thornton got up out of his chair and went across the room to get

a2 book titled, Diecipline, Christian Methodist Episcopal Church and

brought 1t back to show it to me.
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This is the book of Discipline.
Oh, I see. e L
This is what we/govern our church/rules and regulations and bylaws
is in here. This is what regulates our church. Then we have the
stewardess board“hoﬁfgggrds dtd T neme?. We have the Sunday School,
the cho¥r, the C.Y.F., the missionary sotieby, the laymen council.
Thaéé the only type of activity we had at the church.

T met Mrs. ‘hornton. Do you two have any children? , .

Two. Helen which we talked bBbout (in pre-interview) and::figg.

He*s in Chicago.

Was your entire family active in the church?

Rlght,0all of us.

Did you‘feel 113§;he church theat the chureh<helped draw your family
together 7

Well, I would say keep us thgether. I mean that we 8ll Jjoined ,of
course, ny wife and I and then%ég; kids got up large enough they
Joined with us and so 'we all stayed in the church . My boy stayed
in there till after he left and went to Chicago. Of caurse, he
joined the C.M.E. Church up there. Just my wife, and myself, and my
daughter , we still in this Lynch Street one (the new church).

Did you feele find that in your family you made very many friendships
at the church or were most of your friends from other places?

The church chureh=churcir-made a lot of friends. Of course, I've got

a lot of friends other places but I've considered my closest friends

in the church. That's why I'm on the board and why I keep being¢/n the

¢ hU\K c[)@



(o]}

s

g

T

T

O

T

0:

T

Did you patronize businesses of people in the church?

Yes, I patronized the businesses of my friendspané&;f they got

a man in a filling station or grocery store or whatqhave youﬁg X

made it a practice #£# you know<to patronize them.

How important do you feel that the C.M.E. Church has been in the

surrounding community?

Well, I feel like 1t's been a lot of help to the sommunity. A lot
L9287

of people have joined since that timel I think we've got about 655T>

and some members of the church. When I joined the church down there

I think we had about B0 or (70. Since that time 1t hes increased

tremendously.

prd m#an 2
Do yowrfeel-1 there—wasgeva%rmuek,}n%eraetfaﬁabe%ween“»thai.

students from the university égzigs—to the church?
We4+§»theraawaaaaetime-ghen we was down here (old church on East Lynch)
they came all the timq;iut since we been down on this end now(new
church on Lynch) just f;rffgﬁé?gweﬂ come. -—= _.=  ThHey don't
come nothing like nearly every Sunday. Some of them come from the
college eome’-down to the services and they'd have a matron with then.
Every once in a whllegfgzéncome down there now(to the new church.

Of course, the older church was closer to the university.

It was cdoser and they just walked right down there but}now since
we're down here (new locatior) at the new church 1t's farther.

It's quite a ways.

Quite a ways.and too many activities at the college.

Do you feel like the church helped in any way to draw the neighbor-
hood together?

I think it did. I'm not quite sure whst they did but they done some

differant things.



(o]

i if

O

g il

T:

Ot

O
Ts
0:

Ts

Did you patronize businesses of people in the church?
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differant things.
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What do you feel has been the function of the church in the community?
Well, as far as I'm concerned I think it has dane a tremendous Jjob
toward the functioning of the commnnity. Cause every once in awhile
we make a survey of the areaC%;Zo into people's homes and talk with
them and find out about their christianity or if they are a member
of any church. Nine times out of ten we gain a few members from that
source. But there's so many churches in this area here that we don't
get too many people. Right around here in this area we got&ﬁéﬁ many
churchesgﬁe got quite a few. Got the Catholic church right down there
(Christ t;e King on Lynch street). One, two, got about eight or ten
churches right here in this area. So, what has been more help to us
since g -youw know<since they integrated and ézgu,of these white people
in that area (between Lynch St. and Robinson Rd.) moved out and a
lot of black folks moved over in that area..That's been a lot of
help to us since we been down there (new location). But when we was
/0 the old church ever=ir that area over there noew-wasn't nothing but
whites.gut they Jjust about all moved out now and that area's full

of blaci people and we been able to get some of them.in church.

That gives you a bigger area to draw from.

That's right got a bigger-area to draw from.

As a member of the church did you ever get involved in political
activities or any social problems?

NO, welX I never did get involved in no political activities.;rankly
I didn't think T had brains enough (laughs and wife laughs t&é)
Probably as many as anybody else; (laughing)

To tell you the truth, I didn't think I had brains enough. I always
thought they was some things left to certain people and I didn't

feel like I'd be much help to them in political activities.
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What about social things? I know Rev. Brown mentioned to me things
about community chest and they were involved in things of that type
in the church.

About p il chukches axe
oh, » alwa¥s involved in that. Now we always see to it that a
donation 1s sent community chest, red cross, and of-eourse; all these
organizations the church sent money: Cause we'd get a letter or some-
thing from these organizations maybe, from the heart fund or one
like that and we used to send a donation.
How did you feel about all thescclubs being so close to the church
there on Lynch Street? The bars:and . '
Where down here?
Down at the old church.
Well, I couldn't feel too bad about it cause see whexnc we=moved: there“
when the church moved down there (1909) all those bars and things
were't there.then. In fact, they didn't have beer and stuff way
back Mwﬁmw— joinedechurch- in-thes 20's), Finally,— ?.nd
then the city hadn't passed the type of ordinances they got n;w
about these establishments being so close to the church. They didn't
have that then.way backeh}ﬁ;# eHife o g_ourse we didn't move away from
down there on account oﬂage“were talking to theé city. The city told
us that they weuld be gla& if the church would go back up there (old

whege |+ wAS before

location).you know) bub-what™for-we went down there (new locatiam)pbut,
we trustees got together and got to looking at this thing and aa;Q
decided we didn't have mnocparking space down there@ghd the property
right back of the church ?ggéuldn't buy that and thegproperty on this

side of the church (west) we couldn't buy that so, then we decided



Tt

i

0:
Ts

g

(cont.) to move. So, that's why we're down there (hew location)

where we 1s now.

Did any of the memeers of the church ever try to do anything about
¥ouw know maybe try: to get some-zoning or anything=-about getting

rid of the clubs or maybe reducéythe nunber of them?

No, we didn't do nothing about that. We'd go over like that place
right in front € < _ ¥ of us there sometimes on a Sunday. They'd
try to play music right loud or something like thet and we'd g0 over
and talk to thedowner and they was real nice. They wouldn'f play it
till after services. .

It didn't interfere then very much?

No,it didn't interfere. Tt didn't interfere at all because we'd go
over and talk with the owner and he'd assure us that it wouldn't
happen anymore so we didn't have any problems .

I want to ask(;;out the cornerstone. I know that the bullding was
remodeled in 19#5£’gas that mostl‘ remodeling the insido/erathe
outside, or to 1ncr;ase the size of the building or what:did they dof?-
The outside. You know, at that 1945 Lynch Street was dtrt. Didn't g”“l
this what you see out there now and in the front facing the street
that was about(iéyor42§jgteps you had to %zgfup to égﬁirup 1n;%he
vestibule of the church. So then, the city decided that the shkreet

had to be widened out because it was coming up to the college (Jackson
State). So thenthat's why we had redone it over. Not the whole thing/
but we had to move the steps from in the front you knoy,from where you
see that Omﬂ"m ﬁm:a’ each side and then we had to put these steps on
each side of the chmrch. and that's why that was dome in 1945. That's
the way 1t is now. But af-that time}you didn't know that was a gravel

street?



O: No I didn't.
Kpvel

T: That/street wasn't wide as nothing. And you didn't know that was a
gravel street?

0: No, I didn't know that. Are there any plans right now to do any-
thing with that bullding or the property?

T: Down there? We have been in the process now of trying to get some
bids on it. I'm doing that. I've had several people go done there
angg;:6§ at 1t ladt week but, I haven't got anyone yep. Jackson
Wrecking Company is the only one phat glve me a bid;ﬂ’qmey bidégo high
till I don't know if we can b{;rl%Jwﬁf)I dontt mind telling you what
it was}(§§§é9;551 And we feel like that's
And nobody else has sent me any bid. I told them I wanted' them by the

3rd’of next month (November; 1976) which is when the C.M.E. trustee
board is trying to have another meeting because the city wants it
cleared upOby: inm as mueh asatheybibsuose~yea;cai}—tha%wa-sertﬁef what-
ever-yow cal¥ 1€, In as much as they done I guessgéggérggézitgééeget
that property done.

0f Do you know anything about the cemetery across the street (from the
old church)?

T: Now that's a thing I don't know too much about that cemetery over
there. They used to do a right smart a burying in there years ago but
finally I don't Bnow whether it got filled up or everybody left or
what happened. But anyway they won't keep it clean or nmothing. That's
another problem we've been having now trying to keep the thing clean.
Somehow or another the black peoble that had families and things o«
in +here PR @ 8o that's why i1ts in the shape 1t's in now.

O: When was the old bullding vacated? When did you move down to the new

site?



T: We've been down there now since about 3 years.

One of the two small children (e grandehild  andescneighbor®s child) _

that were in the room during the 1nterv1ew,ye11ed.

O: Someone was telling me that in their church there is some segregation
in chureh=among the semes, with men sitting on one side and women
on the other side. Was there any of that in your church?

T: We don't have that, no ma'm. They sit anywhere they want to.

O: Igirmem have a more active role in the church during services?

T: Well, I would say it was about even.

0: I want to thank you, I believe I have everything I need. Thank you

very much for your interview.



BERNARD THORNTON . . i INDEX .

Activities at C.M.E. Neighborhood

choir, 2 Racial composition of, 5
CY.Foy, 2

Layman's Council, 2 Property Deeds, 1,2
Missionary Society, 2 .

Stewardess board,3 - Sanders, Rev. Thomas, Jr.,1

Sunday School, 1,2
Cornerstone, 1

Africén Methodist Episcopal = = Trustees, 1
Church, 1 ~
Thornton, Bernard
Board of Conference, 1 Zhildren of, 3
Family's involvement C.M.E., 3
Cafes on Lynch Street, 6 Friendship, C.M.E., 3
C.M.®, interaction with, 7 Membership, C.M.E., 1
Move to Jackson, 1
Discipline, Book of, 2 Offices held in C.M.E., 1
Bylaws, 3 Political involvement, 5

Sunday School Teacher, 1

Jackson State University,
Student church participation, 4

Lynch Street Colored HMethodist

Episcopal Church

Community action, 6
Demolition of, 8

Function of, 5

Membership, 4

New loeation, 6,9

Originial structure, 7
Remodeled, 7

Survey of neighborhood, 5




